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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Hon.  A,  B.  R.  SpraguCj  Mat/or, 

And  (he  City  Council  of  Worcester  : 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Pablic  Library  sabmit  their  thirty- 
sixth  annual  report. 

In  their  appropriate  place  will  be  foand  the  .varioas  reports 
which  indicate  the  condition  of  the  baildings,  and  the  work 
done  during  the  past  year. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  great  activity  in  all  departments  of 
the  library's  work,  and  the  large  namber  visiting  the  reading 
room,  the  extensive  use  made  of  the  circulating  and  reference 
libraries,  indicate  the  hold  the  library  has  upon  our  people 
and  the  extent  of  its  influence. 

Those  of  our  citizens  who  have  not  made  a  personal  examina- 
tion of  the  library  can  form  but  a  slight  idea  of  its  literary  and 
art  treasures.  A  well  defined  policy  of  selection  has  held 
during  nearly  the  entire  history  of  the  institution,  and  few  col- 
lections in  the  country  are  so  well  proportioned  and  comprehen- 
sive. The  art  collection  is  of  great  value,  and  the  art  and 
architecture  and  the  industrial  progress  of  the  world  can  be 
appropriately  and  suggestively  studied  by  means  of  the  pictures 
which  the  library  owns.  During  the  past  year  Hegger's  famous 
collection  of  cathedral  pictures  has  been  secured,  and  while  due 
economy  of  expenditure  is  practiced,  the  policy  has  been  to 
keep  the  library,  in  its  books,  periodicals  and  other  collections, 
in  a  state  of  efficiency. 

The  aim  has  been  to  make  the  institution  educational  in  the 
highest  sense.  The  books  purchased  are  not  selected  for.  the 
needs  of  the  literary  and  professional  classes  alone,  but  for  all 
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classes  in  the  community.  The  learned  professor  can  find  the 
works  which  aid  him  in  his  researches,  while  the  ambitions 
apprentice  and  mechanic  is  aided  in  his  praiseworthy  endeavors. 

The  work  of  the  library  assistants  does  not  begin  and  end 
with  the  cnstody  and  distribution  of  the  books,  but  they  are 
ready  with  intelligent  and  sympathetic  aid  to  students  and  inves- 
tigators. The  library  is  a  bureau  of  information,  where  the 
school  children,  wrestling  with  their  compositions  may  be  aided 
and  encouraged,  and  the  teachers  in  our  various  institutions 
may  be  put  upon  the  track  of  the  information  they  desire. 
This  is  by  no  means  the  least  valuable  work  of  the  library, 
though  it  is  not  showy  and  cannot  be  tabulated  in  our  statistics. 
We  believe  that  our  library  is  unique  in  its  aims  in  this  direc- 
tion, and  it  is  due  to  the  intelligent  plans  of  our  accomplished 
librarian,  who  has  been  able,  in  his  long  term  of  service,  to 
inaugurate  and  establish  policies  which  would  have  been  impos- 
sible if  a  number  of  librarians  had  filled  the  place. 

The  Directors  call  attention  to  the  need  of  new  stacks  for  the 
proper  care  of  the  books.  All  institutions  in  growing  cities 
have  enlarging  needs,  and  the  vastly  increased  work  of  the 
library  necessarily  calls  for  increased  resources. 

The  wisdom  of  establishing  delivery  stations  in  the  various 
suburbs  of  the  city  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  Greendale 
enterprise.  At  a  very  small  expense  the  library  is  carried  to 
the  doors  of  the  people,  the  result  being  a  vastly  increased  use. 
Other  suburbs  offer  equal  opportunities,  and  the  Directors  would 
be  glad  to  see  these  distributing  agencies  established  through- 
out our  city.  They  will  gladly  cooperate  with  any  of  the 
suburbs  in  this  work. 

For  some  time  regular  deliveries  have  been  made  to  the 
public  schools,  and  nothing  has  been 'omitted  that  would  extend 
the  work  of  the  library  and  bring  its  blessings  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  classes  of  our  city. 

An  opportunity  offers  to  some  of  our  public- spirited  citizens 
to  greatly  aid  the  city  by  remodeling  the  old  library  building 
and  making  it  uniform  with  the  new  structure.  It  would  add 
to  the  architectural  beauty  of  the  city,  and  would  give  the 
library  a  plant  and  equipment  unexcelled  by  cities  of  its  class. 

Nothing  speaks  more  strongly  of  the  public  spirit  and  intelli- 
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fcenoe  of  a  city  than  the  regard  it  pays  to  its  pablic  institations. 

The  existence  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  with  its  well-known 
efficiency,  is  not  only  a  means  of  attracting  caltivated  residents 
to  our  city,  but  it  gives  a  character  to  the  community,  and 
expenditures  upon  an  institution  of  such  character  have  a  defin- 
able economic  monetary  value,  while  its  indirect  influences 
reach  into  every  home  within  our  city. 

It  is  to  the  credit  of  the  city  that  while  necessarily  only  a 
portion  of  the  work  of  the  library  could  be  observed  by  our 
people,  it  has  received  hearty  support  and  appreciation.  No 
pains  will  be  spared,  either  by  the  Directors  or  the  librarians,  to 
preserve  and  extend  its  practical  efficiency. 

ALMON  GUNNISON, 

Pi'tsideiii, 


REPORT   OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  lieverend  Almon  Gunnisony  D.  D.,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Directors : 

Following  is  the  thirty-sixth  annaal  report  of  the  librarian ;  it 
is  the  twenty- filth  which  I  have  prepared. 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
loand  at  its  close.     They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  library,  the  accessions,   the  number  of  volumes  used   by 
readers  and  students  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading 
rooms  and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays ;  and  record  su< 
other  facts  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  the  custom  to  a 
attention  to. 

The  fifteenth  of  next  January  it  will  be  twenty- five  years  sin 
I  became  librarian  of  this  institution,  which  I  had  alrea 
served  four  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  ' 
is  to  say,  from  January  1,  1867 — January  14,  1871. 

According  to  a  count  made  after  I  had  been  librarian 
twenty-two  months,  November  1,  1872,  there  were  in  the  libj 
26,983  volumes,  distributed  as  follows  :  Green  Library,  16, r 
intermediate  department,  680;  circulating  department,  10,r 

At  the  close  of  the  past  year,  which  ended  Novemb 
1895,  there  were  in  the  library  103,428  volumes,  distribut 
follows :  Green  Library,  24,013 ;  intermediate  depart 
31,079  ;  circulating  department,  48,336. 

That  is  to  say,  the  increase  in  the  number  of  books 
library  in  twenty-four  years  has  been  76,445  volumes ;  tl 
ber  is  nearly  four  times  as  large  to-day  as  it  was  w 
former  count  referred  to    was    made.      The    Green  J 
instead  of  being  the  largest  to-day,  is  smaller  than  eitb 
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Other  departments.  While  the  Green  Library  has  increased 
8,001  volames,  the  intermediate  department  has  increased  30,- 
399  volames,  and  the  circulating  department  38,045  volames. 
It  shoald  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  books  added  to  the 
Green  Library  are  costly,  many  of  them  very  costly. 

January  1,  1872,  156  papers  and  periodicals  were  taken  by 
the  library.     Now  452  are  accessible. 

The  year  before  I  became  librarian  there  appear  to  have  been 
given  out  for  home  use  about  69,099  volumes. 

The  home  use  at  that  time  was  nearly  the  whole  use. 

Last  year  there  were  used  263,945  volumes,  an  increase  in 
twenty* five  years  of  194,846  volumes,  or  about  282  per  cent. 
The  increase  in  population  in  twenty-five  years  has  not  been 
more  that  one-half  as  great  a  per  cent. 

The  thing  to  be  most  proud  of  is  the  increase  of  the  use  of  the 
library  for  reference  purposes. 

The  statistics  of  this  year  show  that  82,927  volumes  were 
given  out  for  serious  work  to  inquirers  within  the  library  build- 
ing. When  it  is  considered  that  this  report  will  also  show  a 
very  large  use  of  our  books  for  educational  purposes  in  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  greatest  care 
is  taken  to  put  only  good  books  into  the  library,  the  increase  in 
the  use  of  our  books  in  twenty-four  years  is  a  matter  for  hearty 
congratulation. 

When  I  first  became  librarian  the  library  was  closed  two  days 
after  Thanksgiving  and  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  It  is  now 
open  every  day  in  the  year. 

But  besides  the  great  growth  in  the  size  of  the  library  and  in 
its  use,  besides  the  fact  that  it  is  doing  a  remarkable  work  in 
behalf  of  education,  and  is  at  all  times  open  to  the  public,  the 
most  conspicuous  incident  in  our  recent  history  is  the  erection 
of  the  new  library  building.  This  building  is  in  constant  use 
in  connection  with  the  older  structure  in  afiording  a  place  for 
the  most  various  kinds  of  educational  work. 

Our  progress  has  not  only  been  great,  but  it  has  unceasingly 
been  onwards  and  upwards. 

While  we  have  increased  in  bulk,  the  work  done  here  has  in- 
creased conspicuously  in  quality. 

The  number  of  papers  and  periodicals  taken  here  now,  as 
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stated  before,  is  452.  That  shows  an  increase  of  twenty-seven 
for  the  past  year.  The  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  library 
during  the  past  year  is  5,203  ;  193  of  these  were  placed  in  the 
Oreen  Library,  2,231  in  the  intermediate  department  and  2,779 
in  the  circulating  department. 

The  greatest  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  during  the 
year  now  reported  on  has  been  in  the  circulating  department. 
From  that  department  178,129  volumes  were  given  out  for 
home  use.  During  the  previous  year  158,812  volumes  were 
given  out,  which  shows  an  increase  the  past  year  of  19,317. 

The  use  of  library  books  by  teachers  for  their  own  benefit  and 
that  of  their  pupils,  has  never  been  so  large  as  during  the  last 
year.  32,360  volumes  have  been  given  out  on  the  two  kinds  of 
cards  held  by  teachers.  That  number  is  exclusive,  of  course, 
of  the  books  which  children  take  out  on  parents'  cards  and  on 
cards  of  their  own,  which,  in  the  case  of  persons  under  fifteen 
years,  are  of  a  blue  color.  It  is  exclusive,  too,  of  the  great  use 
made  of  the  library  for  purposes  of  reference  by  teachers  and 
pupils. 

The  total  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  the  past  year  was 
16,482  volumes.  This  number  is  the  more  remarkable  since  it 
follows  an  increase  of  41,409  volumes  in  the  year  before. 

Last  spring  a  delivery  station  was  established  in  Oreendale. 
This  has  been  conducted  at  the  expense  of  the  residents  of  that 
suburb.     The  cost  is  very  small. 

An  expressman  going  through  Greendale  on  his  way  from 
West  Boylston  to  Worcester  stops  at  a  store  in  Greendale  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday ;  takes  thence  a  locked  box  of  books 
and  cards  of  users  to  the  library  building,  and  calling  at  the 
latter  place  in  the  afternoon  takes  the  box  filled  with  newly 
selected  books  back  to  the  store,  at  which  residents  call  for 
them. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me,  I  presume,  to  remind  the  inhabitants 
of  other  outlying  portions  of  the  city  that  they  are  welcome  to 
similar  privileges,  or  to  point  out  to  them  that  this  library  is 
ready  to  establish  and  maintain  deliveries  in  several  portions  of 
the  city  when  residents  of  the  principal  suburbs  interest  them- 
selves to  get  from  the  city  government  a  small  appropriation  fc 
the  purpose.     As  has  been  several  times  stated  in  reports  of  t 
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Board  of  Directors,  seven  stations  conld  probably  be  established 
and  maintained  for  a  year  at  a  total  amount  of  about  $1,500. 

There  have  been  three  exhibitions  of  pictorial  matter  in  the 
lecture  hall  and  one  large  exhibition  in  the  art  galleries  during 
the  past  year.  The  first  was  held  from  January  30  to  February 
16,  and  consisted  of  the  contents  of  portfolios  issued  by  the 
South  Kensington  Museum,  London,  illustrative  of  beautiful 
textile  fabrics  and  other  products  of  industrial  art. 

The  second  was  an  elaborate  exhibition,  in  the  upper  story, 
of  large  photographs  of  English,  French  and  Spanish  paintings, 
That  lasted  from  April  17  through  May  10. 

Then  came  an  exhibition  for  the  children  of  the  grammar 
schools,  who  had  just  been  studying  about  the  Civil  War  in  this 
country.  That  consisted  of  our  large  collection  of  photographs 
taken  from  scenes  of  war  occurrences,  including  battle- fields ; 
of  etchings  of  camp  life,  of  Confederate  etchings  and  of  colored 
pictures  of  conflicts.  This  exhibition  was  open  from  May  15  to 
21. 

Then  came  an  exhibition  of  colored  representations  of  Oriental 
carpets,  which  lasted  from  October  15  to  November  9. 

We  showed  at  that  time  a  work  published  by  the  Imperial  and 
Boyal  Austrian  Museum. 

All  of  the  exhibitions  were  well  attended,  and  were  the  means 
of  giving  a  great  amount  of  rational  entertainment  and  of  in- 
struction. 

While  I  am  writing,  another  exhibition  is  going  on  in  the  art 
galleries.  The  Worcester  Art  Society,  which  has  several  times 
before  joined  with  this  library  in  giving  elaborate  exhibitions, 
has  arranged  with  us  the  present  season  to  have  an  exhibition 
of  oil  paintings,  photographs  and  bric-a-brac,  which  shall  be 
continuous  throughout  the  colder  weather. 

It  began  December  14th  and  is  proving  to  be  a  great  attrac- 
tion. After  it  has  been  open  a  month,  it  is  intended  to  have 
many  of  the  objects  now  being  shown,  changed  so  as  to  keep  up 
an  unchanging  interest. 

The  library  and  public  are  much  indebted  to  the  Art  Society 
for  the  zeal  they  have  hitherto  shown  in  promoting  the  interests 
of  art  in  connection  with  this  institution. 

On  two  occasions  before  this,  it  has  spent,  each  time,  as  much 
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as  $300  in  getting  up  creditable  exhibitions,  and  its  expendi- 
tures this  year  will  fall  little  short  of  that  amonnt,  if  it  does  not 
largely  exceed  it. 

Especial  thanks  are  dae  to  Mr.  John  G.  Hey  wood,  whose 
m^hanical  aptitude  and  whose  taste  are  notable,  and  Mr. 
Lincoln  N.  Kinnicutt,  the  accomplished  secretary  ^and  business 
manager  of  the  Worcester  Art  Society. 

There  are  two  matters  to  which  it  is  my  duty  to  call  attention: 

The  regular  time  for  issuing  another  supplement  to  the  cata- 
logue of  the  books  which  readily  circulate,  was  the  beginning  of 
the  last  year.  It  was  with  profound  disappointment  that  the 
library  authorities  noticed  that  the  amount  placed  in  the  esti- 
mates of  the  past  year  for  that  purpose  was  cut  out.  Apparently 
the  persons  responsible  for  the  omission  supposed  that  the 
supplementary  catalogue  was  a  luxury,  when  in  reality  it  is  a 
necessity. 

The  public  has  justly  complained  because  it  could  not  have 
access  to  an  easily  used  list  of  recent  additions,  and  the  incon- 
venience to  which  it  is  subjected  and  which  it  keenly  feels  is 
constantly  increasing. 

The  attention  of  the  incoming  city  government  is  urgently 
called  to  the  need  of  issuing  this  year  a  supplement  containing 
the  additions  for  the  last  six  years,  that  is,  for  a  period  ending 
with  December  31,  1895.  The  labor  and  cost  of  preparing  and 
printing  the  supplement  will  increase  every  year,  for  when  it  is 
issued  It  must  contain  all  the  books  added  to  the  library  up  to 
the  date  of  issue.  The  library  is  placing  on  its  shelves  every 
year  large  numbers  of  volumes  which  must  be  included  in  the 
supplement,  and  the  annual  increase  in  cost,  if  the  work  is 
delayed,  must  necessarily  be  very  considerable. 

The  other  matter  to  which  attention  should  be  called  is  th' 
long-felt  need  of  an  appropriation  for  shelving,  iron  floors  ar 
other  appliances,  and  work  needed  in  preparing  the  upper  stt 
for  the  reception  of  more  books. 

The  valuable  collection  of  books  which  belongs  to  the  ref 
ence  library,  but  is  still  kept  in  the  old  building,  should  be 
into  the  fire-proof  box  prepared,  to  secure  the  certainty  r 
safety. 

.1.  feel  sure  that  if  the  city  goveiiiment    will  look  in 
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matter,  it  will  find  that  appropriations  can  be  made  for  the  two 
objects  specified,  in  addition  to  the  asual  appropriation,  without 
voting  an  unreasonable  amount  to  the  library.  The  amount 
which  this  library  would  like  to  expend  in  satisfying  reason- 
able wants  seems  very  small  when  compared  with  the  sum  of 
money  needed  for  the  yearly  maintenance  of  libraries  in  large 
laces. 

In  Boston  and  Chicago  $200,000  to  $250,000  is  required  to 
buy  the  books  needed,  in  a  single  year,  and  pay  the  running 
expenses  of  their  public  libraries. 

The  entire  amount  which  we  ask  for  is  less  than  $30,000,  in 
addition  to  the  small  amounts  of  income  which  come  to  us 
otherwise  than  from  money  raised  in  the  tax  levy. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  are  indebted 
for  gifts  is  appended  in  this  report. 

We  wish  to  extend  hearty  thanks  to  the  friends  who  have  so 
kindly  remembered  us."  Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  libraries 
of  Harvard  University,  Columbia  College  and  to  the  Boston 
Athenseum,  for  their  kindness  in  the  past  as  in  previous  years, 
in  lending  us  many  books  for  the  use  of  citizens  of  Worces- 
ter. Numerous  other  institutions  have  been  equally  kind,  but 
we  have  not  bad  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  kindness  so  often  as 
in  the  ease  of  the  institutions  particularly  mentioned. 

Following  is  my  account  for  money  received  for  fines,  etc., 
with  the  signatures  of  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
appended : 

Cmr  OF  Worcester, 
Free  Public  Library,  Dec.  16, 1896. 

We  have  examined  the  librarian's  account  for  December  1,  1894,  the 
date  of  the  last  settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows  : 

Cash  balance  in  librarian's  hands  Dec.  1,  1894,  $540  97 

Received  for  fines,  686  11 

Received  from  the  sale  of  copies  of  the  printed 

catalogues  and  lists  of  additions,  32  86 

Received  for  books  injured  or  lost,  9  26 

Received  from  deposits,  19  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts,  19  66 

11,207  7a 
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I>epo8it6  returned,  116  00 

Paid  W.  S.  Barton,  Esq.,  City  Treasurer,  028  12 

#644  12 
Balance  in  librarian's  hands  Dec.  1, 1895,  563  61 

$1,207  73 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
GEORGE  M.  WOODWARD, 
FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 

Committee  on  Finance. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  from  previous  year, 
Municipal  appropriation, 
Income  from  invested  funds  :— 
Qreen  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund. 


Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

"  "      fines, 

**  *<      sale  of  catalogues. 

Payments  for  missing  or  damaged  books. 
Sundries, 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report :  — 
Green  Library  fund, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 
Reading-room  fund. 


$72  03 

23,000  oa 

11,654  53 

439  82 

2,094  35 

5,304  95 

586  11 

32  85 

9  25 

32  55 

$31,132  09 

$1,693  75 

540  97 

535  07 

2,769  79 
#33,901  88 


EXPENDITURES. 

BOOK   ACCOUNT. 

Books :— 

Green  Library  fund,  $979  28 

City  appropriation,  8,146  24 


Periodicals  : — 

City  appropriation,  $491  37 

Reading-room  fund,  982  42 


$9,125  52 


1,473  79 
Binding,  1,772  85 


BUILDING   ACCOUNT. 


Repairs  and  additions,     »  ^      ^ 

Furniture  and  fixtures,  j  '^^^^  ^ 

Insurance,  227  25 

Fuel,  819  25 

Lights,  1.166  05 
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Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors), 

Catalogoing, 

Extra  seryice. 

•8,719  30 
1,688  48 
8,810  66 

SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogue, 
Blanks  and  stationery, 
Postage, 

•187  00 

$303  28 

140  29 

Sundries  :— 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.. 

•235  31 

Printing  annual  report. 
Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 
minor  running  expenses,  etc.. 

64  19 
469  09 

768  59 

Cash  on  band  December  1, 1895  :— 

Qreen  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund. 

Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues, 
etc.. 

$2,369  00 

489  87 

563  61 

Balance  of  city  appropriation. 

2  30 

1 

3,424  78 

133,901  88 

ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase  : 
Qreen  liibrary, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department, 

Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts : 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department. 

192 
1,245 
3,117 

494 
24 

4,554 
51 

Increase  by  binding  periodicals  : 
Qreen  Library, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department. 

2 

492 

44 

X^  M 

Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the  library  : 
Intermediate  department. 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report : 
Circulating  department. 
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Number  of  volames  withdrawn  since  last  report : 

Intermediate  department,  3 

Circulating  department,  372 


Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report » 
Qreen  Library, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department. 


Net  increase  for  the  year. 
Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported : 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department, 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,- 
Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase  : 

Green  Library,  3 

Intermediate  department,  114 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts  : 
Intermediate  department. 

Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for : 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds. 
Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room, 

Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for  : 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds, 
Green  Library, 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room, 


375 


1 

1 

38 

—     40 


23,820 
28,848 
45,567 


117 
647 

141 
55 


234 

1 
21 


415 


5,203 


98,225 
103,428 


764 


196 


256 


CIRCULATION. 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  305 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open,  365 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  178,129 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  *82,927 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  856 

(Circulating  department,  584  ;  reference  department,  276) 

Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference)  January  11,  1,599 

(Largest  in  circulating  department,  February  23, 1,283 ;  in 
reference  department.  May  13,  668) 


*Of  this  number  12,129  shows  the  use  of  YolumeH  and  portfolioH  in  the  art  exhibitions. 
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Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference)  June  13,  297 

(Smallest  in  circulating  department,  June  13,226;  in  refer- 
ence department,  June  26,  43) 
Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for  : 

Circulating  department,  9 

Number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for  : 

Circulating  department,  29 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  372 

Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  7,931 

Number  of  volumes  bound,  4,128 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  2,260 

Total  number  of  names  registered  (a  new  registry  made 

November  1, 1889 ),  20,148 

SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  o'clock  to  9  p.  m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  2,779 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  6,194 

Total  number  of  persons,  8,973 

Average  number  of  persons,  178 

Largest  Sunday  attendance,  February  10,  246 

Smallest  Sunday  attendance,  October  13,  114 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  (for  use  within  the  building),  2,171 

Average  number  of  volumes  delivered  per  Sunday,  42 

HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  reading-room  is  open  from  9  a.  m.  to  9J^  p.  m. 

The  lower  room  from  8  a.  m.  to  9^  p.  m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  876 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  1,666 

Total  number,  2,440 

Average  number  of  persons,  306 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  610 

Smallest  attendance.  May  30,  177 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  718 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  90 

SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


GlVKBS. 


Aguilar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York  Otty, 

American  Antiauarian  Society, 

American  Boara  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 

American  Congregational  Association, 

American  Forestry  Association,  WashingUmj  Z>.  C, 

American  Humanitarian  League, 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers, 

American  Radiator  Company,  Chicago,  III.. 

American  Shipmasters'  Association,  New  York  CUyj 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers, 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Ames,  Rev.  Charles  G.,  Beaton,  Mass.j 

Ames,  John  G.,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Amherst  College,  Amherst^  MaM., 

Andover  Theological  Senunary,  Andover,  Mass,, 

Anonymous,       2  folded  sheets,  2  newspaper  cuttings,  1  plate, 

Apprentices'  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 

Armenians  of  Worcester, 

Arundel  Society,  London,  Ehig.,  1  folded  sheet, 

Baer.  F.  H.,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  1  book  plate, 

BaiUie's  Institution  Free  Library,  QUugow,  Scotland, 

Balch,  Edward  S.,  Philadelphia,  JRa., 

Barrow-in-Furness,  Free  Public  Library, 

Bent,  Samuel  A,,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Benton,  J.  H.,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Berry,  John  M.,  2  cards, 

Biblioteca  Nazionale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy, 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass., 

Birmingham,  Eng..  Free  Libraries  Committee, 

Blanchard,  F.  S.,  «  Co.,  Worcester,  Mom.. 

Board  of  General  Managers  of  New  York,  World's  Columbian 

Exposition, 
Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  Eng., 
Bolton,  Thaddeus  L., 
Boston,  City  Messenger, 

City  Registrar, 

Public  Library, 

Record  Commissioners, 

School  Committee, 
Boston,  Associated  Charities, 
Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass., 
Bowdoin  CoUege,  Brurunvick,  Me., 

Bradley,  Caleb  D.,  Beaton,  Mass.,  1  folded  sheet, 

Braman,  Herbert  D.,  3  broadsides. 

Brewer,  David  H.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Brighton  Public  Library,  Brighton,  Eng., 
Brookline  Public  Library",  Brookline,  Mass., 
Brooklyn  Ethical  Association, 
Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y,, 

2 


6 
1 


1 
1 


1 
1 


3 
1 

1 

7 


1 
2 


1 
2 
1 
1 
4 


12 


2 
1 
4 
2 


1 
1 
1 

23 
1 
1 


1 
1 


1 
1 
6 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
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Brown  University.  Providence,  R.  /., 

Brownell,  T.  Frank,  New  York  OUy, 

Buck.  Horace  B., 

Buffalo  library,  Buffalo,  N,  Y., 

Builders'  Iron  Foundry,  Providence,  R.  /., 

Cadbury,  Richard,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Califorma,  Midwinter  International  Exposition, 

California,  State  Library,  Sacramento,  Cal., 

California,  State  Printer,  Sacramento,  Cal,, 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Cameeie  Free  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa,, 

Carroll.  C.  F., 

Central  Organ  of  the  American  Revolutionary  Party, 

Chamberlam,  D.  H.,  New  York  City, 

Chamberlin,  T.  C, 

Chambers^erbert  J., 

Chandler,  wm.  E..  New  Haven,  Conn,, 

Charity  Organization  Society,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 

Chicago,  iu..  Public  Library, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Public  Libranr, 

Clark  Universitv,  Worcester,  Mass,, 

Clerkenwell  Pubuc  Library,  London,  Eng., 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Public  Library, 

Cobden  Club,  London,  Eng,^ 

Colby  University,  WatervUle,  Me,, 

College  of  New  Jersey,  Princeton,  N,  J., 

College  of  William  and  Mary,  WiUiamsburg,  Va., 

Cona^,  Thomas  J., 

Concord,  Mass,,  Free  Public  Library, 

Concord,  N,  H,,  City  Council, 

Conference  of  Charities, 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 

Connecticut    Agricultural   Experiment   Station,   New   Haven, 

Conn,, 
Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford,  Conn,, 
Cornell  University,  Ithaxia,  N,  Y., 
Damon,  Mr%,  C.  B., 
Dante  Society,  Cambridge,  Mass,, 
Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass,, 
Davis,  Horace,  San  Francisco,  Cal,, 
Dayton  Public  Library,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Denny,  Henry  G.,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Denver,  CoL.  Public  Library,  1  sheet, 

Detroit,  Mich,,  Public  Library, 
Dewsbury,  Eng^  Public  Library, 
Dodd,  Mead  &  Compitny.  New  rork  City, 

Downing,  WUliam,  mrmtngham,  Eng,,  1  plate, 

Draper,  James, 
Drew  Allis  Company, 
Drexel,  George  W.  C,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 

Drexel  Institute  of  Art,  Science  and  Industry,  Philadelphia,  Pa ,, 
Drury  College,  SpringjUeld,  Mo,, 
Dulles,  Joseph  a,,  Princeton,  N,  J., 
Dunn,  Mrs,  Mary  &,, 


a 

9 
O 
> 


1 
1 


2 
1 


2 

1 


a» 

1 
§ 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
1 


1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 


1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
6 
2 
4 

1 

4 
1 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 


1 
1 
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.    i 

Q1VSB8.  B     "q. 

I     ^ 

>     & 

Edwards,  Mi8$  E.  M..  i  1 

Emerson,  James,  Wiuimantic,  Conn,,  1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md.,  1     3 

Estes  &  Laoriat,  Boston,  Mass,,  1 

Everett,  William,  Q^%ncy,Ma»^„ 
Executors  of  Mrs.  C.  W.  Knudsen, 
Fall  River  Public  Library. 
Fearing,  A.  C,  Beaton,  Mass., 
Field  Columbian  Museum,  Ckioago,  III.,  13 

Fitchburg  Public  Library,  1 

Fitzgerald,  Desmond,  Brookline,Ma88,, 
Fitzgerald,  Mrs,  P.  F.,  London,  -Eng., 

Fletcher  free  Librarv,  Burlington,  Vermont,  1 

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mom,,  1  broadside, 

Francis,  George  E.,  1 

Friends'  Book  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1 

Friends'  Free  Librai^  and  Reading  Room,  Qermantown,  Pa,,  1 

Qay,  Frank  B.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  1 

General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  1 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  City,      1     2 
Georgetown  College.  WcMhington,  D.  C,  1 

Qloversville  Free  Library,  OtoversvUle,  N.  Y.,  1 

Goodwin,  Daniel,  Chi4xigo,  /U.,  1 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Dept.  of  Mass.,  1 

Grand  Rapids,  MiQh.^  Public  Library,  1     1 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City,  1     1 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass.,  6  21 

Green,  Samuel  S.,  2     7 

Greendale  Improvement  Association,  Qreendale,  Mclss.^ 

1  folded  sheet, 
Hall,  G.  Stanley,  1 

Hall,  J.  Elmer.  1 

Hamilton  Public  Library,  HamiUon.  Ontario,  1 

Hampton    Normal    and    Agricultural    Institute,   Hampton, 

Va,,  2 

Hartford  Courant  Company,  Harford,  Conn.,  1 

Hartford  Public  Library,  Hartford,  Conn,,  7 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company, 

Hartford^  Conn,,  1 

Hartford  Theolo^cal  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn.,  6 

HarvardUniversity,  Cambridge,  Mom.,  2     3 

Hasten  Free  Public  Library,  Horth  Brookfield,  Mass.,  1 

Hathawav,  Samuel,  Enfield,  Conn.,  3 

Hazen,  Henry  A.,  BosUyn.  Mass.,  1 

Heam,  Geo.  A.,  New  York  City,  1 

Herschel,  Clemens,  New  York  City,  1 

Highland  Milituy  Academy,  Worcester,  Mass.,  1 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  1 

Hoar,  George  F.,  1 

Hobbs.  WilUam  H.,  Madison,  Wis.,  1 

Holy  Cross  College,  Acroama  Circle,  1 

Holy  Cross  Colleee.  Cliss  of  Ninety-Six,  1 

Hopedale  Public  LiDrary,  1 

Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Orleans,  La.,  13  leaflets,  4 
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HowBon  and  Howson,  New  York  OUy, 

Huling,  Ray  Qreene,  Cambridge,  Mom,^ 

Illinois.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 

Illinois  State  Historical  Libraiy,  Springfield,  lU., 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Phuadelphiaj  Pa., 

Indiana  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Indianapolis ,  Ind,, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Italy,  Ministero  di  Agricoltura,  Industria  e  Commercio, 

Jackson,  Joseph, 

Jameson,  J.Franklin,  Providence,  R.  /., 

Jersey  City,  A^.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Jillson,  F.  C.,  and  Mary, 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md,. 

Kansas  State  Historicsd  l^ociety,  Topeka,  KanscM, 

Kellogg- Hubbard  Library,  Montpelier,  Vt., 

Kelly,  Henry  A,,  New  York  City, 

Kelton,  Dwight  H^  Newark,  N.  J., 

Lancaster,  Mass,,  Town  Library, 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Leeds,  Ena,,  Free  Public  Library, 

Lefflngwell,  Albert,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Leicester,  Mass,,  Public  Library^ 

Leicester  Academy,  Lteicester,  Mass., 

Leland  Stanford  Jimior  University,  Palo  AUo,  Cat., 

Lenox  Library.  New  York  City, 

Leominster  Fliblic  Library, 

Levi  He3rwood  Memorial  Library,  Gardner, Mass., 

Ley  ton,  Eng,,  Public  Library, 

Libbie,  Charles  F.  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Library  Bureau,  Boston,  Mass., 

Lincoln,  Edward  W., 

Liverpool,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 

London,  Eng.,  St.  Martin- in-the-Fields,  Free  Public  Library, 

Los  Angeles,  Cal,,  Public  Library, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 

Lowell,  Mass.,  City  Government, 

Loyzance,  Joseph, 

Lynn  Public  Library, 

Ma^ire,  J.  G.,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Maimonides  Free  Library,  iVcu?  York  City, 

Manchester,  Eng  ,  Public  Free  Libraries, 

Manchester,  N,  H,,  City  Library, 

Marsh,  Henry  A., 

Massachusetts,  Board  of  World's  Fair  Managers, 

Record  Commissioners, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
State  Library, 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,  Mass., 
State  Normal  School,  Worcester,  Mass., 
Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 

Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass., 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanics'  Association, 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Bosttm,  Mass., 
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2 
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OlVYBS. 


IfassachusettB   Society  for  Promoting   Agriculture,    Boston, 

Mas8,j 
MassacbusettB  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 
Memorial  Hall  Library,  Andoverj  Mass., 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York  City, 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco,  Cal,, 
Mercantile  Library  Company.  FhUadelphia,  Pa,, 
Bfichigan  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich., 
Milwaukee.  Wis.,  Public  Library, 
Bfinneapolis  Public  Library,  MinfieapolM,  Minn,, 
Bfitchell  Library,  Olasgow,  Scotland, 
Morison,  Geoi^e  S.,  New  York  City, 
Morning  Star  Lodge,  Worcester,  Mass., 
Morse,  Edward  S.,  Salem.  Mass., 
Morse  Institute,  Natick,  Mass., 
Mount  Holyoke  CoUeee,  South  Hadley,  Mass., 
Museum  of  Comparative  Zo61og^,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass., 
National  Civil  Service  Reform  League, 
National  Divorce  Reform  Leaeue, 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Free  Puolic  Library, 
New  Englana  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  Mass., 
New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H., 
New  Jersey  Board  of  Education. 
New  Jersey  State  Library,  Trenton,  N.  J., 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad, 
New  York  Farmers'  Society, 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  New  York  City, 
New  York  State  Library, 
New  York  (State)  Library  School, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  III., 
Newton  Free  Library,  Netoton,  Mass., 
Nolan,  Edward  J^  Philadelphia,  Pd,., 
Norrenberg,  C,  Kiel,  (Germany, 
North  Adams  Ftiblic  Librarv, 
Ohio  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Otis,  Miss  Ellen  L., 
Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn., 
Oxford,  MoM^  Free  Ptiblic  Library, 
Panin,  Ivan,  Grafton,  Mass., 
Paret,  Heniy,  New  York  City, 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Paul.  Kegan,  French,  Triibner  &  Company,  London,  Eng., 
Pawtuoket,  JR.  /.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass., 
Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass., 
Pearson,  H.  G.,  Memorial  Committee,  New  York  City, 
Pendleton,  Charles  H., 
Peoria,  lU.,  Public  Library, 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
Perry,  A.  L.,  WHliamstcwn, 
Philadelphia  City  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 


1  folded  sheet, 


2  book-plates, 
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.     I 
Givers.  8     ^ 

I  i 

Philadelphia  Public  Library,  FhUadelphiaj  Pa.,  8 

Phillips,  Uenry  A. y  MiUburVj  JfcMS.,  1  newspaper  cutting, 

Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N,  H., 
Plymouth,  Eng,,Free  Public  Library, 
Poland,  W.  0.,  Providence,  R.  /., 
Portland,  Oregon,  Library  Association, 
Proportional  Representative  Society  of  New  York, 
Providence,  R.  /.,  Oity  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 

Record  Commissioners, 
Providence  AthensBum,  Providence,  R.  L, 
Publishers  of  The  Academe, 

Publishers  of  The  Lancaster  Intelligencer,  1  newspaper. 

Publishers  of  The  Standard, 
Publishers  of  The  W.  H.  S., 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.,  Chicago,  lU,, 
Record  Society,  London,  Eng,, 
Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  moM., 
Roy,  J.  Arthur, 

Ruwles,  Henry  8.,  Wakefield,  Mass,, 
St.  George's  Public  Library^,  London,  Eng., 
St.  Joseph.  3fo.,  Free  Pubhc  Library, 
St.  Louis,  Mo,,  Fubhc  Library, 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  LouIb,  Mo., 
St.  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Salem  Public  Library,  Salem,  Mom., 
Salisbury,  Stephen, 
San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library, 
Scranton  Public  Libranr,  Scranton,  Pa., 
Scribner,  Ernest  V.,  Worcester,  Mass., 
Seydelmeyer,  Charles,  Paris,  Prance, 

Shakespeare  Club,  Worcester,  Mom.,  1  card, 

Shedd,  J.  H.,  Citv  Engineer,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn., 
Smith,  Charles  C,  Boston,  Mass., 
SmithsonianJnstitution,  IVashington,  D.  C, 
Society  of  Friends,  Worcester,  Mass., 
Society  to  Encourage  Studies  at  Home,  Boston,  Mass., 
Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Southbridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library , 
Spottiswoode  &  Co.,  London,  Eng., 
Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association, 
Slanley,  Mary  Catharine,  Countess  of  Derby, 
State  iNational  Bank  of  Boston, 
Stevens,  B.  F..  London,  Eng., 

Stiebel,  Heinnch  Eduard,  Prankfurt-a.-M.,  1  book  plate, 

Stirling's  and  Qlasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Sturgis,  Mrs.  H.  P.,  Salem,  Mass., 
Tatman,  Charles  T.. 
Taunton,  Mass.,  Puollc  Library, 
Telegram  Newspaper  Company, 
Thayer  Academv,  Braintree,  Mass., 
Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Q^incy,  Mass., 
Tokyo  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan,  1  folded  sheet,  |  j 
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Toronto  Public  Library,  TorordOj  Canada,  1 
Tucker,  Mrs,  S.  D.,                                                   1  photograph, 

Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass.,  1     1 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth.  Mass.,  1 

Tulare  University  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La.,  1 

Tyler,  Mis8  J.  E.,  Worcester,  Mass,,  1 

United  States,  Board  on  Qeograpmc  Names,  1 

Bureau  of  American  Republics,  4 

Bureau  of  Education,  6     2 

Census  Office,  1 

Civil  Service  Commission,  3 

Department  of  Agriculture,  7  96 

Department  of  the  Interior,  215  10 

Department  of  Labor,  2 

Department  of  the  Navy,  2 

Department  of  State.  5  22 

Department  of  the  Treasury,  1 

Department  of  War,  11     4 

Fish  Commission,  3 

Qeological  Survey,  11 

Weather  Bureau,  1 

University  of  California.  Berkeley,  Ckil.,  1 

University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  lu.,  1 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  PhiUidelphia,  Pa,,  1 

University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.  Y,,  4 

University  of  Tennessee,  KnoxviUe,  Tenn,,  1 

University  of  Texas,  Austin,  Texas,  1     1 

University  of  Vermont,  Burlington,  Vt,,  1 

University  of  Virginia,  CharloUesviUe,  Va.,  1 

Usher,  Eo ward  P.,  Boston,  Mass,,  1 

Utica  jE^iblic  Library.  1 

Valentine,  B.  B.,  Richmond,  Va.,  2 

Vermille,  Frederic  W.,  1 

Voorhees,  D.  W ,,  Washington,  D,  C,  62 

Walker,  Joseph  H.,  3 

Waltham,  JtfioM.,  Public  Library,  2 

Warren  County  Library  and  Reading-room,  Monmouth,  III.,  4 

Washington  and  Lee  university,  Lexington,  Va.,  1 

Watertown,  Mass,,  Free  Public  Library,  2 

Werner  Company,  Chicago,  III,,  1 

Whittaker,  Thomas,  New  York  City,  1 

Whittier,  Josiah  H.,  East  Rochester,  N.  H.,  1 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del.,  1 

Wisconsin,  State  Superintendent,  1 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis.,  2     4 

Withers  Public  Library,  Bfoomtnyfon,  JU.,  1 

Wobum,  Mass.,  Public  Library,  1 

Woman's  Education  Association,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Worcester,  City  Clerk.  1     2 

City  Hospital,  1 

Worcester,  Associated  Charities,  1 

Worcester  Art  Society,  4 

Worcester  Association  of  Mutual  Aid  in  Detecting  Thieves,  1 

Worcester  County  Horticultural  Society,  1 
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Worcester  County  Masical  Association, 

Worcester  District  Medical  Society, 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 

Worcester  Temporary  Home  and  Day  Nurserj-, 

Worcester  Public  Library  and  Hastings  Museum,  IForoevter, 

Eng., 
Wyman,  Morrill,  Jr.,  Cambridge j  Mom., 
Tale  University,  iVeti?  Haven,  Oonn.. 
Tounff  Men's   Christian   Association   of    Massachusetts  and 

Rhode  Island, 
Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Cincinnati,  O., 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  woald  offer  the  following 
report: 

The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unprecedented  activ^ity  and 
growth.  The  Pablic  Library,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  is  not  one 
of  a  single  department,  as  of  popular  literature  or  law ;  it  has 
already  become  very  comprehensive  in  its  scope. 

The  report  of  the  librarian  is  so  complete  that  it  seems  hardly 
necessary  to  enter  into  details  for  this  particular  department. 

Two  matters  seem  to  demand  special  attention  at  the  present 
time.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  Reference  Library  has  not 
been  removed  from  the  old  building  into  the  fire-proof  stacks  of 
the  new  building,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  necessary  shelving 
and  iron  floors  are  still  wanting.  Should  a  fire  occur,  under 
the  present  condition,  the  loss  would  be  large,  as  many  of  these 
books  could  only  be  replaced  with  difficulty,  if  at  all. 

It  is  very  necessary  that  a  supplement  to  the  printed  cata- 
logue of  the  circulating  department  should  be  issued  the  coming 
year,  six  years  having  now  elapsed  since  one  has  been  printed. 
Such  catalogues  add  largely  to  the  value  of  a  library. 

The  list  of  gifts  that  have  been  made  to  the  library  will  be 
found  in  an  appendix  to  the  report  of  the  librarian,  and  we  are 
very  glad  to  hereby  express  our  thanks  to  the  donors. 

EVERETT  J.  BARDWELL, 
CHAS.  A.  PEABODY, 
J.  O.  MARBLE, 
GEO.  M.  WOODWARD, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 
WoBCESTER,  December,  1895. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING-ROOM. 


The  Tmstees,  to  whom  has  been  assigned  the  care  of  the 
reading-room  in  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Worcester,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report : 

The  increase  in  attendance  in  the  reading-room  gives  us 
reason  to  feel  that  this  department  of  our  Public  Library  is,  as 
in  former  years,  very  generally  appreciated.  The  use  of  the 
lower  room  has  been  very  good,  and  the  order  kept  has  been  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction.  Great  pains  have  been  taken 
during  the  year  to  see  that  no  one  be  allowed  in  it  unless  he 
wants  to  read.  Loafers  and  undesirable  people  are  thus 
excluded,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  many  who  desire  to 
use  the  reading-room  for  the  purposes  to  whicli  it  is  dedicated. 
The  ladles  have  not  failed  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  their 
reading-room,  and  the  many  who  visit  it  regularly  are  sufficient 
evidence  of  its  usefulness.  Order  is  so  maintained  even  in  tbe 
lower  reading-room,  and  convenience  is  so  cared  for,  that  no 
lady  in  our  city  need  hesitate  in  visiting  that  room  also. 

Herewith  is  appended  a  list  of  all  gifts,  as  well  as  of  all 
periodicals  and  papers  added  during  the  year.  We  also  men- 
tion the  publications  discontinued : 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  newspapers  have  been  subscribed 
for  and  fifty-five  have  been  given,  making  a  total  of  196 ;  an  in- 
crease of  nineteen  over  that  of  last  year.  Two  hundred  and 
thirty- five  magazines  have  been  subscribed  for,  one  of  which  is 
from  the  Green  Library  fund ;  twenty-one  magazines  have  been 
given  to  the  reading-room,  making  a  total  of  256  ;  an  increase 
of  eight  over  that  of  last  year. 

The  thanks  of  the  Trustees  are  due  to  the  donors  of  news- 
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papers  and  periodicals,  who  thus  enable  the  reading-room  the 
more  fnlly  to  do  its  work  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  many  who 
freqaent  the  library. 

We  recommend  the  ase  of  the  Welsbach  bnmer,  or  one  sim- 
ilar to  it,  for  the  lighting  of  the  reading-room. 

Yonr  committee  has  prepared  estimates  for  the  coming  year, 
and  they  will*  be  reported  to  the  board  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Bespectfally  submitted, 

THOMAS  J.  CONATY, 
GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
EDMUND  L.  PARKER. 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR, 


Badminton  magazine. 
Burlington  weekly  free  press. 
Electric  railway  gazette. 


Outlook. 
Yarmouth  herald. 


GIFTS    TO    THE    READING-ROOM. 


American, 

American  Catholic  news, 

American  citizen, 

American  gas-light  journal, 

American  missionary, 

*Amerika, 

Amerikanische  Turnzeitung, 

Baptist  missionary  magazine, 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal, 

Boston  standard, 

British  journal  of  photography. 

Bulletin  of  the  National  Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
Catholic  school  and  home  magazine. 
Catholic  union  and  times. 
Christian  leader. 
Christian  register, 
Coming  nation. 
Congressional  record. 
Converted  Catholic, 
*Craig  times. 
Democrat  leader, 
*Donahoe's  magazine. 
Draper's  record, 
Engineering, 
L'Esperance, 
Evesham  journal. 
Fashions, 

Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel, 
*Home  market  bulletin, 
Home  missionary, 
Hope  and  home, 
Kansas  City  times, 
Kosmopolan, 
Land  of  sunshine. 
Locomotive, 
Locomotive  firemen's  magazine. 

Messenger, 


Publishers. 

Catholic  Truth  Society. 

American  Patriotic  Association. 

G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 

American  Missionary  Associat'n. 

Rev.  B.  E.  Bergesen. 

Publishers. 

F.  A.  Gaskill. 

Charles  H.  Birbeck.  • 

Publishers. 

Dr.  George  E.  Francis. 

Association. 

T.  J.  Conaty. 

T.  J.  Conaty. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

A.  W.  Barr. 

J.  H.  Walker. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Dennie. 

Editors. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Denholm,  McKay  Co. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co. 

Home  Market. 

Publishers. 

John  M.  Berry. 

Publishers. 

F.  L.  Hutchins. 

Publishers. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Bay  State  Lodge  of  Firemen,  No. 

73. 
Publishers. 
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Microscope, 

Mid-weekly, 

Missionary  herald. 

Musical  times, 

New  England  Staaten  Zeitung, 

•New  unity, 

Norden, 

•Northwest  magazine, 

Northwestern  chronicle, 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 

Office, 
Open  court, 
L'opinion  publique. 
Our  dumb  animals. 
Paradise  of  the  Pacific, 
Patriotic  American,  • 
People,  The 

Physical  education, 

Positivist  review. 

Printers'  ink. 

Proportional  representation  review, 

Public  ledger. 

Purple, 

Saint  Andrew's  Cross, 

Skandinavia, 

Soleil,  Le, 

Southern  workman, 

Superior  leader, 

Tennessee  university  magazine, 

Textile  world. 

True  witness  and  Catholic  chronicle, 

Tuftonian, 

Union  signal, 

Volaspodel, 

Waterbury, 

Weekly  Tulare  register, 

Worcester  daily  spy, 

Worcester  evening  gazette, 

Worcester  labor. 

World's  crisis, 
Zion's  herald, 


Publishers. 

Jessie  E.  Tyler. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

S.  S.  Oreen. 

Rev.  B.  E.  Bergeden. 

Publishers. 

T.  J.  Conaty. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Anonymous. 

State  Central  Committee   Social 

Labor  Party. 
Publishers. 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  Editor. 
Anonymous. 
Anonymous. 
Publishers. 
Holy  Cross  College. 
Chapter  67,  Brotherhood  of   St. 

Andrew. 
Publishers. 
Miss  £.  B.  Martin. 
Mrs.  P.  S.  L.  Canfield. 
Land  and  River  Improvement  Co. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
T.  J.  Conaty. 
Tufts  College. 
Anonymous. 
F.  L.  Hutchins. 
Waterbury  Watch  Co. 
Anonymous. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Worcester  Seat  of  the  Socialists' 

Party. 
Publishers. 
Anonymous. 


'Discontinued. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 


To  (he  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Fret  Public  Library: 

The  Building  Committee  has  tried  to  perform  the  daties 
which  the  mles  of  the  Board  require  it  to  discharge.  The  two 
buildings  have  been  kept  in  good  repair  and  clean,  well  warmed 
and  properly  lighted. 

The  gas  fixtures  have  been  much  improved,  but  more 
changes  in  them  might  be  made  with  reference  to  increase  in 
light  and  economy  in  the  consumption  of  gas. 

The  most  expensive  and  the  most  important  piece  of  work 
which  has  been  done  the  past  year  under  the  supervision  of  this 
Committee  has  been  that  of  laying  a  new  sewer,  mainly  in  the 
rear  of  the  two  buildings. 

A  room  in  the  upper  story  of  the  new  building  has  been  fitted 
up  for  the  comfortable  occupancy  of  the  watchman,  who  sleeps 
in  the  building. 

The  usual  estimates  for  sums  of  money  which  will  be  needed 
the  current  year  for  fuel,  lights,  water,  janitor's  work  and  re- 
pairs, have  been  prepared  and  will  be  presented  to  the  dty 
government  immediately. 

They  have  been  made  as  low  as  i)Ossible  and  will  be  re- 
garded as  moderate.  The  Committee  feels  it  to  be  its  duty,  how- 
ever, to  press  upon  the  city  government  its  strong  conviction 
that  the  upper  stack  should  be  shelved  and  prepared  for  re- 
ception of  large  numbers  of  very  valuable  books  belonging  in  it, 
but  still  in  the  old  building.  They  should  be  placed  in  the  fire- 
proof box  prepared  for  them  as  soon  as  possible  ;  it  so  happens 
that  they  are  among  the  costlier  of  the  books  of  the  library. 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 
WEBSTER  THAYER, 
LYMAN  A.  ELY. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 

The  Committee  herewiUi  sabmits  statements  relating  to  the 
city  appropriation  and  to  expenditures  therefrom,  and  to  the 
Green  Library  and  librarian  funds,  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1895. 

The  amount  of  the  city  appropriation,  last  year  was  $23,000  ; 
the  amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund,  $5,304.95  ; 
from  fines,  sales  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $638.12;  balance  of  last 
year,  $72.03  ;  total,  $29,015.10.  A  $300  transfer  makes  expen- 
diture appear  $29,315.10  instead  of  $29,015.10. 

The  expenditures  were  $29,012.88 ;  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  $2.30. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  Library  fund  is  now  $46,972.20.  One- 
fourth  i>art  of  the  income,  $539.71,  has  been  added  to  it  during 
Uie  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Dr. 
Green. 

The  amount  of  the  librarian  fund,  the  income  of  which  is 
to  be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  fund  amounts  to  $20,000, 
is  now  $3,946.25,  counting  30  shares  of  Central  National  Bank 
stock  at  par. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library  and  librarian  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  city  treasurer,  have  been  examined  and 
found  to  correspond  with  the  schedule,  and  the  treasurer's  ac- 
count has  been  audited  and  found  to  be  correct.  The  Committee 
has  also  examined  and  approved  the  accounts  of  the  librarian 
and  of  the  treasurer  of  the  reading-room  fund. 

It  is  made  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  city 
ordinance,  as  recently  revised,  to  keep  '^  the  building  and  books 
insured." 
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The  rales  of  the  Board  of  Directors  require  that  the  Finance 
Ck>mmittee  '^  shall  see  that  the  property  in  the  care  of  the  Board 
is  at  all  times  well  insured." 

Insurance  has  been  effected  as  follows  : 


On  the  new  building,  with 
iEtna  Insurance  Company, 
Hartford  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
Insurance  Co.  of  North  America, 
Cambridge  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
Quincy  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co., 

On  the  old  building,  with 
Worcester  Mutual  Insurance  Co., 
Abington  Mutual  Insurance  Co., 
Worcester  Mutual  Insurance  Co., 


for  $6,000,  due  January   1,  1896. 


tt 

6,000, 

tt 

tt 

h  " 

(t 

6,600, 

tt 

tt 

I,  1896. 

tt 

2,000, 

tt 

it 

1,  1897. 

it 

2,600, 

«t 

n 

1,     " 

•20,000 


for  83,000,  due  December  1, 1898. 
**      2,000,    "  "  1,     «* 

"      2,000,     *'       August    1,1897. 


•7,000 
On  the  books  of  the  reference  library,  with 


Middlesex  Mutual  Insurance  Co., 
Dorchester  Mutual  Insurance  Co., 
Merchants  and  Farmers'  Insurance 

Co., 
Traders  &  Mechanics'  Insurance  Co., 
Holj'oke  Insurance  Co., 
Phcenix,  Hartford, 
Home,  New  York, 
Manchester  Fire  Assurance  Co., 


for  $3,000,  due  January  12,  1898. 


tt 


2,600, 


tt 


tt 


12, 


iC 


2,000, 

tt 

"         16, 

1897 

2,600, 

n 

March      1, 

1896. 

2,600, 

tt 

1. 

C( 

6,000, 

tt 

February  16, 

1899. 

6,000, 

tt 

"         16, 

ti 

2,600, 

tt 

January  12, 

1897. 

•26,000 


On  the  books  of  the  circulating  department,  with 
Fitchburg  Insurance  Co.,  for  $3,000,  due  August  1,  1896. 

Merchants*  Farmers' Insurance  Co.,       **      2,000,     *'         **       1,1897. 


•6,000 

On  the  boilers,  with  Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  &  Insur- 
ance Co.,  for  $6,000,  due  July  20,  1898. 

On  the  elevators,  with  Employers'  Liability  Assurance  Corpora* 
tion,  due  March  2,  1896. 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
GEORGE  M.  WOODWARD, 
FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 


Memhers'Of  the  Finance  Committee, 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 


Financial  statement  for  the  year  emliny  November  30,  ISUo, 


RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  previous  year,  $72  03 

City  appropriation,  23,000  00 

Dog  money,  5,304  06 
Fines,  cataloRues,  etc.  (including  $300  for  books  transferred 

to  the  Qreen  Library  fund,  and  $10  for  rent  of  tank),  938  12 

$29,315  It 


EXPENDITURES. 

Binding, 

Printing  lists  of  additions. 

Other  printing  and  charging  slips, 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  postage,  re- 
moving ashes,  sprinkling  street,  and  minor  running  ex- 
penses. 

Covering  paper  and  stationery. 

Postal  cards  for  notices  to  delinquents, 

Cards  for  cataloguing. 

Ordinary  repairs,  furniture,  brushes,  etc., 

Coal  and  wood. 

Electric  light, 

Oas, 

Water, 

Salaries  of  assistants. 

Salary  of  librarian. 

Wages  of  janitor  and  janitor's  work  done  by  the  hour, 

Service  by  hour,  and  elevator  boy. 

Cataloguing, 

Insurance, 

Reading-room, 

Books, 


Balance  unexpended, 


$1,772  86 

187  00 

213  94 

527  28 

88  03 

80  00 

64  95 

829  84 

819  25 

191  90 

974  15 

235  31 

4,450  00 

3,500  00 

1,519  30 

3,310  66 

883  48 

227  25 

500  00 

8,937  61 

$29,312  80 

$2  30 

$29,315  10 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  30,  1895. 


The  income  for  the  year  ending  November  30, 1895,  is  as  follows  : 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgage,  8902  68 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  433  00 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposit,  787  98 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  35  19 

82,158  85 
Of  this  income  there  has  been  added  to  the  fund 

one- fourth  part,  viz.:  $539  71 

And  to  the  book  account  three -fourths,  viz.:  1,619  14 

$9,158  85 
The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of  the 
investment  and  book  accounts  as  verified  by 
the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the 
city  treasurer  : 

Investment  Account,  viz.: 

Nov.  30,  1894.  Nov.  30, 1895. 

Notes  secured  by  mortgage,                              $17,300  00  $17,700  00 

Bank  stock,  par  value,                                            7,800  00  7,800  00 

Savings  bank  deposits,                                         19,832  49  20,000  00 

National  bank  deposit,                                            1,500  00  1,472  20 

$46,432  49  $46,972  20 

Book  Account,  viz.: 

Balance  Dec.  1,  1894,  $1,693  75 

Three -fourths  of  annual  income  of  fund,  1,619  14 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  35  39 

Total,  $3,348  28 

Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  the  year,  979  28 

Balance  November  30,  1895,  $2,369  00 

Recapitulation. 

Nov.  30,  1894.       Nov.  30,  1895. 
Investment  balances,  $46,432  49  $46,972  20 

Book  account  balances,  1,693  75  2,369  00 


$48,126  24  $49,341  20 


FREE  PUBLIC   LIBRARY.  85 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 

November  30,  1895. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of  the 

investment  and  cash  accounts  as  verified  by 

the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the 

city  treasurer : 
Bank  stock,  par  value,  93,000  00 

Savingrs  bank,  deposit,  946  25 

$3,946  26 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE  READ- 
ING-ROOM FUND. 


WoBCBSTBR,  December  1, 1806. 

Kf/Mf'.*vfi  L.  Parker,  treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Reading-room 
fumt  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 

Dr. 


CuMh  balance  on  hand  Dec, 

.  1,  1894, 

$686  07 

**    from  city  treaHurer, 

600  00 

**    dividendH  on  Nor.  &  Wor.  R.  R. 

stock,                        88  00 

''         '*  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock,              66  00 

*'    interest  from  savings 

banks. 

296  82 

$1,474  89 

Cr. 

CAHII   PAID. 

CASH  PAID. 

The  Harvard  Monthly, 

$2  00 

Kasson  &  Palmer, 

•2  70 

The  Harvard, 

2  60 

The  Carriage  Monthly, 

1  60 

The  Yale  Courant, 

2  00 

Ingraham  Bros., 

1  60 

F.  A.  Easton, 

389  02 

The  Eng.  Mag.  Co., 

2  40 

For  stamps  and  stationery. 

2  60 

Harper  &  Bro., 

3  26 

The  Art  Interchange  Co., 

3  26 

J.  P.  Lippincott  Co., 

2  00 

Montague  Marks, 

3  26 

Warren  F.  Kellogg, 

3  00 

Microscopical  Pub.  Co., 

2  00 

E.  H.  Hawes  &  Co., 

2  00 

M.  A.  Forney, 

2  26 

National  R'y  Pub.  Co., 

6  00 

Htephen  D.  Peet, 

3  80 

Qustav  E.  Stechert, 

62  76 

The  American  Photo.  Pub 

« 

Dft.   I.    M.    Gdthe    (Kro' 

Co.,     ' 

1  60 

67-10), 

18  79 

Houghton,  Mifflin  A  Co., 

3  46 

The  Rudder  Pub.  Co., 

1  60 

L,  8.  Foster, 

3  00 

The  Harvard  Advocate, 

2  60 

N.  L.  Britton, 

2  00 

The  Electrical  Review, 

2  00 

David  Williams, 

76 

Street  Railway  Gazette, 

2  60 

The  Century  Co., 

6  60 

L.  J.  Demers  &  Fr^re, 

3  00 

The  Dial, 

2  00 

Leonard  Scott  Pub.  Co., 

29  00 

E.  R.  Pelton, 

4  00 

New  Eng.  His.  Qen.  Soc'y, 

3  00 
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North  American  Review, 
The  Outing  Co.,  L't'd, 
Fowler  &  Wells  Co., 
McKeel  Stamp  &  Pub.  Co., 

D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
R.  R.  Bowker, 
Chas.  Soribner'B  Sons, 
Mann  &  Co., 

A.  N.  Bell, 

E.  L.  Wilson, 
A.  J.  Qraham, 

L.  Scott  Pub.  Co., 

O.  Ditson  &  Co., 

New  England  Homestead, 

The  Forum  Pub.  Co., 

Littell  &  Co., 

The  Spy  Pub.  Co., 

Musical  Courier  Co., 


The  reading-room  fund  is  invested  as  follows  : 

Deposited  in  savings  banks. 

Seven  shares  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.  stock, 

Eleven  shares  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock. 


#4  26 

Banker's  Magazine,             $4  00 

2  25 

Geo.  F.  Lasher,                       1  60 

1  00 

Engineering  Mechanics,       2  00 

1  00 

The  Brunonian,                      2  60 

4  «) 

Popular  Science  News,          1  00 

5  00 

American  Journal  of  Neu- 

3  66 

mismatics,                        2  00 

2  00 

Publishers  of  Science,            6  00 

4  00 

The  Yarmouth  Herald,          1  60 

2  60 

The    Burlington    Weekly 

1  00 

Free  Press,                       1  00 

29  00 

The  Outlook  Co.,                    2  60 

76 

Longmans,  Oreen  &  Co.,       3  16 

1  00 

May  &  Williams,                  284  71 

3  00 

8  60 
22  60 

$986  02 
Cash  on  hand  to  balance,    489  87 

4  00 

$1,474  89 

•7,380  94 
1,476  60 
2,000  00 


$10,866  44 


EDMUND  L.  PARKER,  Treoiurer. 
Worcester,  Mass.,  December  1st,  1896. 

Worcester,  December  30th,  1896. 
Examined  and  found  correct  and  to  correspond  with  vouchers. 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
GEORGE  M.  WOODWARD, 
FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 

Finance  Cfrnimittee, 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OP  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF   THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


WORCESTER,  MASS., 


FOR  THE 


YEAR   ENDING   NOVEMBER  30,  1896. 


XQorccdtcr,  Asm.: 
PRESS  OF  F.  S.  BLANCH ARD  &  CO., 

34  FRONT  STREKT. 
1897. 


I 


DIRECTORS  IN  1897. 


GEORGE  C.  WHITNEY, 
FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 
EDMUND  L.  PARKEK, 
G.  STANLEY  HALL, 
THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL, 
LYMAN  A.  ELY, 


Term 

EXRIHEK 

I^ec. 

31. 

CHARLES  A.  PEABODY, 

1897. 

,      ALMON  GUNNISON, 

1898. 

JOHN  0.  MARBLE, 

1899. 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 

1900. 

,       EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL, 

1901. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 

1902. 

ORGANIZATION  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


PRESIDENT.  SECRETARY. 

ALMON  GUNNISON.  CHARLES  A.  PEABODY. 

TREASURER. 

EDMUND  L.  PARKER. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

JOHN  O.  MARBLE,  CHARLES  A.  PEABODY, 

G.  STANLEY  HALL,  THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL, 

EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  READING -ROOM. 

GEORGE  C.  WHITNEY,  EDMUND  L.  PARKER, 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BUILDING. 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON,  WEBSTER  THAYER, 

EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

GEORGE  C.  WHITNEY,  FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 

LYMAN  A.  ELY. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG,  JESSIE  E.  TYLER,  ELLEN  L.  OTIS, 

SARAH  D.  TUCKER,  HATTIE  J.  CHILDS, 

AROLYN  L.  JOHNSON,  GRACE  W.  WOOD, 

ISABELLE  A.  THAYER. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Hon.  A.  B,  R.  Sprague,  Mayor^ 

And  the  City  Council  of  Worcester: 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  submit  their 
thirty-seventh  annual  report. 

The  buildings  are  in  good  order  and  the  library  has  been 
maintained  and  administered  with  great  efficiency.  In  the 
equipment  of  its  buildings,  the  number  and  character  of  its 
books,  its  expensive  collection  of  photographs  and  illustra- 
tive material,  the  library  now  rai\ks  among  the  great  libraries 
of  the  country,  while  in  its  adaptation  to  the  needs  of  the  pub- 
lic its  administration  leaves  but  little  to  be  desired. 

The  many  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  methods  in  use,  both 
from  libraries  at  home  and  abroad,  are  highly  gratifying,  as 
showing  that  the  library  is  kept  abreast  with  the  best  insti- 
tutions of  our  times. 

One  hundred  and  eight  thousand  volumes  are  upon  our 
shelves,  selected  with  discriminating  care.  The  Board  of  Di- 
rectors has  always  been  representative  of  all  classes  in  our 
city,  and  the  aim  has  been  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  greatest 
number.  The  scholar  and  professor  have  not  been  served 
with  greater  fidelity  than  the  artisans; teachers, mechanics, gen- 
eral readers, — all  have  been  ministered  to;  and  few  libraries  in 
the  country  are  better  proportioned  in  the  character  and 
variety  of  their  books. 

Not  a  little  of  the  credit  of  this  is  due  to  the  uniform  policy 
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which  has  been  pursued,  through  the  long  service  of  the  li- 
brarian. He  has  been  able  to  see  to  it  that  the  library  did  not 
develop  unduly  in  certain  lines,  and  has  given  to  it  a  character 
which  it  could  not  have  had,  had  it  been  subjected  to  the 
whims  and  changes  of  shifting  administrations.  The  libra- 
rians and  their  assistants  have  the  knowledge  of  the  library, 
and  the  skill  which  comes  from  long  service  in  congenial  work, 
and  the  public  receives  from  them  prompt  and  ever  courteous 
service. 

The  policy  of  the  administration  has  been  not  simply  to  fol- 
low old  lines,  but  to  find  new  ways  of  making  the  library  use- 
ful, not  only  to  supply,  but  to  create  a  demand  for  its  litera- 
ture. The  reading  room  and  library  are  open  every  day,  books 
are  sent  to  the  public  schools,  and  during  the  school  year  an 
average  of  seventeen  hundred  books  a  day  was  thus  used  by 
scholars.  Convenient  arrangements  are  in  vogue  for  serving 
outlying  sections  and  every  encouragement  is  given  for  the 
most  generous  use  of  books.  Our  rules  are  elastic  and  every 
possible  hindrance  is  removed  from  those  who  desire  help. 

The  librarians  are  not  simply  custodians,  they  are  sympa- 
thetic helpers.  Hard  questions  are  answered  and  obscure 
information  is  obtained  for  the  patrons  of  the  library,  no  mat- 
ter how  great  the  necessary  research.  The  mechanic  trying  to 
find  some  obscure  fact  which  shall  help  him  in  his  invention; 
the  professor  wrestling  with  some  obscure  philosophy;  the 
scholar,  in  the  public  school,  agonizing  with  some  fateful 
composition,  can  be  assured  that  the  entire  resources  of  the 
library  and  the  energies  of  all  the  great  libraries  of  the  coun- 
try are  to  be  enlisted  in  the  solving  of  his  problems. 

The  Directors  appreciate  the  very  hearty  cooperation  of  all 
classes  in  the  library's  work.  The  successive  mayors  and 
city  governments  have  uniformly  favored  a  liberal  policy. 
They  have  been  heartily  in  accord  with  the  work  of  the 
library,  and  have  realized  that  it  was  giving  valuable  service 
to  the  city.  The  public  has  appreciated  its  privileges  and  used 
the  library  carefully  and  generously.  The  percentage  of  ill- 
used  and  lost  books  is  almost  inappreciable. 

Several  years  ago  the  value  of  illustrations  and  pictures,  in 
the  work  of  a  public  library,  was  recognized,  and  a  system  of 
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collection  was  started  which  still  continues.     The  library  is 
peculiarly  rich  in  this  respect. 

The  illustrated  books  are  many,  and  the  collection  of  photo- 
graphs, prints,  etc.,  large  and  varied.  Nearly  all  the  master- 
pieces of  art  and  architecture  have  their  copies  in  our  cases, 
while  for  students  in  our  schools  and  mechanics  in  the  shops, 
much  helpful  material  is  at  hand  ready  for  immediate  use. 

The  Art  Society  for  several  years  has  generously  served  the 
library  by  the  well-arranged  and  well-managed  exhibitions 
which  it  has  given  in  the  library  building.  They  have  been  of 
a  high  order,  have  been  made  with  great  intelligence  and  at 
a  generous  outlay  of  time  and  money. 

The  expenditures  of  the  library  are  carefully  scrutinized  and 
the  largest  economy  consistent  with  eflSciency  is  maintained 
It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  city  is  rapidl} 
growing,  and  the  library  every  year  is  being  more  widely  used 
Few  institutions,  however,  more  profitably  serve  all  the  peo 
pie  than  this.    Its  existence  in  our  city,  with  its  fine  equip 
ment,  commends  our  city  as  a  place  where  intelligence  is  hon 
ored  and  culture  esteemed;  no  higher  praise  can  be  given  to 
a  city  than  that  it  has  created  and  maintains  such  an  institu- 
tion.   Whatever  gives  character  to  a  city  gives  character  and 
worth   to   all    its   products.     Good   institutions   make   good 
homes,  high  ideals  of  citizenship,  prosperity  at  home,  repute 
abroad.     They  attract  population  and  capital,  trade  and  in- 
fluence.   They  braid  a  finer  strand  in  civic  life,  and  give  fibre 
and  touch  to  the  industrial  and  social  life  of  a  people. 

The  Directors  will  to  the  best  of  their  ability  endeavor  to 
wisely  and  prudently  administer  the  important  trust  com- 
mitted to  their  hands. 

ALMON  GUNNISON, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  Reverend  Almon  Gunnison,  D.  D.^  Presidetit  of  the  Board  of 
Directors: 

Following  is  the  thirty-seventh  annual  report  of  the  libra- 
rian; it  is  the  twenty-sixth  which  I  have  prepared. 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  library,  the  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by 
readers  and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading- 
rooms  and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record  such 
other  facts  regarding  the  past  3'ear  as  it  is  the  custom  to  call 
attention  to. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  prosperous  and  busy  one  in  the 
library.  Seasons  of  business  depression  are  manifested  here 
by  an  increased  use  of  books. 

The  library  during  the  year  just  closed  has  been  enabled  to 
make  a  very  considerable  expenditure  of  mone^^  in  supplying 
no  small  portion  of  the  wants  of  citizens,  and  in  adding  to  the 
comfort  of  readers. 

It  has  supplemented  its  own  collection  of  books  by  borrow- 
ing freely  such  as  were  needed  by  residents  of  Worcester  in 
making  investigations,  from  other  libraries,  when  it  was  un- 
wise to  buy  the  book^  needed,  when  we  were  not  in  condition 
to  purchase  them,  and  when  time  was  lacking  to  do  so.  Such 
expenditure  and  the  plan  of  borrowing,  now  firmly  estab- 
lished, and  largely  availed  of,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  enforced 
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leisure,  have  added  largely  to  the  use  of  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  library  by  readers  and  students. 

November  30,  the  close  of  the  last  library  year,  there  were 
in  the  library  108,489  volumes.  They  were  distributed  as  fol- 
lows: Green  Library,  24,138;  intermediate  department,  33,- 
547;  circulating  department,  50,804.  These  figures  show  an 
increase,  for  the  year,  of  125  volumes  in  the  Green  Library, 
2,468  in  the  intermediate  department,  and  2,468  in  the  circu- 
lating department,  or  5,061  volumes  in  all. 

This  library  is  now  reckoned  as  one  of  the  large  libraries 
of  the  country;  it  deserves  the  place  given  it,  and  may  truth- 
fully claim,  also,  that  it  is  admirably  selected  to  suit  the 
wants  of  its  constituency,  and  is  made  up  of  works  represent- 
ing a  very  high  class  of  literature. 

Four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  papers  and  other  periodi- 
rals  are  now  taken  by  the  library;  452  were  taken  the  year 
before. 

As  stated  earlier,  there  has  been  during  the  past  year  a  great 
increase  in  the  use  of  the  library;  285,682  volumes  represent 
the  home  and  reference  uses  of  the  institution,  which  were 
divided  as  follows:  Home  use,  192,559;  reference  use  (exclu- 
sive of  that  of  Sundays  and  holidays),  90,099;  Sunday  use, 
2,260;  holiday  use,  764. 

The  total  use  of  volumes  the  vear  before  was  263,945.  Thus 
the  increase  in  the  past  year  was  the  large  number  of  21,737 
volumes,  divided  as  follows:  Circulating  department,  14,430; 
reference  library  (on  all  days  excepting  Sundays  and  holidays), 
7,172;  reference  library,  on  Sundays,  89;  reference  library,  on 
holidays,  46. 

Of  the  volumes  given  out  in  the  circulating  department  last 
year,  14,666  were  taken  out  on  cards  which  teachers  may  use 
wholly  for  their  own  benefit  (but  which  in  fact  they  largely 
use  in  the  immediate  interests  of  their  pupils),  and  19,621  on 
cards  which  teachers  hold  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  schol- 
ars. 

By  an  easy  calculation  it  appears  from  these  figures  that 
during  the  forty  weeks  of  the  school  year  (five  days  to  a  week) 
1,714  volumes  of  books  belonging  to  the  library  were  in  use, 
on  the  average,  daily,  by  the  teachers  and  scholars  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  teachers. 
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lUit  a  large  portion  of  the  books  taken  out  by  teachers 
for  themselves  and  scholars  are  taken  to  their  own  and  the 
children's  homes,  and  are  in  use  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  as 
well  as  during  the  five  days  of  the  school  week. 

The  school  use  is  not,  of  course,  nearly  the  whole  use  of  the 
library  by  children,  for,  in  addition  to  their  very  large  use  of 
books  iu  making  investigations  in  the  library  building,  great 
numbers  use  their  parents'  cards  to  get  books  to  take  home, 
and  5,()lM)  volumes  were  giv(»n  out  last  year  on  blue  cards,which 
are  given  out  to  children  under  fifteen,  whose  parents  or  teach- 
ers desire  shouhl  hav(»  home  privileges.  The  books  given  out 
on  blue  cards  are  examincHl  bv  attendants  in  the  librarv 
before  they  are  given  out,  to  see  that  young  children,  in  so  far 
as  j)()ssil)l(N  gel  only  Ix^oks  suitable  for  their  ages  and  capaci- 
ties. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  during  the  past  year  the  num- 
ber of  readers  and  students  in  our  reading  rooms  on  Sundays 
and  holidays  has  increased  as  wcOI  as  the  number  of  volumes 
us<h1  bv  th(»ni. 

The  lotal  in(  iisis(^  of  LM,7:»7  volumes  in  the  use  of  the  li- 
brary the  i)ast  ytnir  is  the  more  remarkable  as  it  followed  an 
in(n»as(»  of  r)T,<Sin  volumes  in  the  two  years  immediately  pre- 
(MMling. 

W'liih*  I  was  writing  tin*  last  report  an  elaborate  exhibition 
of  paintings,  ]>lH)iographs  and  bric-a-brac  had  opened  in  our 
art  gallcri<*s,  under  the  ausjiices  of  the  Worcester  Art  Society. 
It  b(»gan  l)(M(Mnb(M'  14,  1^)5,  and  continued  until  April  10, 
IS!m;,  ;i  })eriod  of  about  four  months.  The  exhibition  proved  a 
great  success.  It  was  visited  by  ir),lo()  ])eo])le.  Twice  during 
its  j»rogress  the  oflicers  of  the  Art  Society  took  down  a  con- 
siderabh^  number  of  the  paintings  from  the  walls  and  put 
others  in  their  place.  Numerous  articles  of  bric-a-brac  were 
added  also  during  the  exhibition. 

This  library  fuinislu^d  from  its  collections  a  large  number 
of  j)li()togra]*lis  of  English  and  Continental  cathedrals.  These 
are  of  very  unusual  size,  and  give  a  vivid  impression  of  the 
immensity  of  the  buildings  which  they  represent.  It  was  found 
advisable  to  keep  these  photographs  on  the  walls  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  (exhibition,  the  interest,  on  the  part  of  tin? 
public,  in  examining  them  proved  so  great. 
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The  second  time  that  a  change  was  made  in  the  oil  paintings 
exhibited,  another  room  was  nearly  filled  with  representa- 
tions of  the  well-knTiwn  frescoes  of  Michael  Angelo,  in  the 
Slstine  Chapel  at  Rome,  consisting  of  a  photograph  of  the 
entire  ceiling  which  we  had  procured  in  that  city,  and  the  125 
large  phot  (graphs  giving  details,  published  by  Braun,  Clement 
&  Cie.,  of  Paris.  The  Art  Society  spent  |700  in  getting  up 
the  recent  exhibition. 

The  library  and  the  citizens  of  Worcester  are  much  in- 
debted to  the  Worcester  Art  Society  for  the  aid  it  has  af- 
forded in  giving  instruction  and  improving  the  taste  of  the 
community. 

When  the  new  building  was  opened  it  brought  together 
with  great  labor  and  at  large  cost  a  fine  exhibition  of  por- 
traits, which  entirely  filled  the  upper  story  of  the  new  library 
building,  and  since  that  time  it  has  provided  a  very  extensive 
and  most  interesting  display  of  china  and  pottery  of  various 
kinds. 

Officers  and  members  of  the  society  have  also  rendered 
much  aid  to  the  library  in  helping  make  arrangements  for  ex- 
hibitions of  our  own  art  treasures. 

The  Art  Society  is  devoting  its  energies  this  winter  to  a 
fine  course  of  lectures,  and  many  of  its  members  are  busy  in 
furthering  the  project  of  an  art  museum,  which  a  few  months 
since  was  rendered  possible  by  a  munificent  gift  from  Hon- 
orable Stephen  Salisbury. 

The  library  will  have,  therefore,  the  present  winter  to  rely 
upon  its  own  resources  and  largely  upon  the  labor  of  its  offi- 
cers in  giving  exhibitions.  An  abundance  of  material  is  at 
hand,  however,  in  the  collections  of  photographs  and  other 
kinds  of  pictures  owned  by  the  library,  and  the  first  of  a  series 
of  exhibitions  will  be  opentni  very  soon. 

Thanks  to  the  earnest  interest  of  the  mayor  and  the  kind- 
ness of  the  city  government,  the  library  has  been  able  to  issue 
during  the  past  year  an  excellent  catalogue  of  books,  which 
can  be  taken  home  without  an  especial  permission  from  the 
libarian,  covering  the  additions  of  that  kind  made  to  the  li- 
brary between  the  dates,  June  1,  1880,  and  December  31,  18D5. 
This,  the  second  supplement  to  our  printed  catalogue,   has 
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been  in  use  for  several  months,  and  is  proving  exceedingly 
useful  and  giving  great  satisfaction  to  users  of  the  library. 

The  library  has  one  want  which  it  is  imperative  should  be 
supplied.  For  several  j-ears  it  has  needed  an  appropriation 
for  finishing  the  work  of  building  a  stack  in  the  second  story 
of  the  library  building. 

It  cannot  be  stated  too  distinctly  or  emphatically  that  this 
piece  of  work  should  be  done  at  once. 

The  valuable  collection  of  books  which  belongs  in  the  room 
to  be  fitted  up  should  be  placed  there,  in  the  fire-proof  recep- 
tacle built  for  it,  and  not  left  in  the  less  safe  quarters  in  which 
it  is  now  housed. 

This  seems  to  be  an  especially  good  year  to  impress  upon 
the  governing  body  of  the  city  our  needs  in  this  respect,  for  we 
shall  have  only  the  usual  routine  expenses  of  the  library  to 
provide  for  during  the  current  twelve  months,  in  so  far  as 
can  be  foreseen  to-day. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  gifts  is  appended  to  this  report. 

We  wish  to  extend  hearty  thanks  to  the  friends  who  have 
so  kindly  remembered  us. 

Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  libraries  of  Harvard  and 
Columbia  Universities,  and  of  the  Surgeon  Generars  office, 
Washington;  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Library,  and  to  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  and  to  the  Boston  Atheneum,  for  their 
kindness  in  the  past  year  (some  of  them  for  several  previous 
years),  in  lending  to  us  many  books  for  the  use  of  citizens 
of  Worcester.  Numerous  other  institutions  have  been  equally 
kind,  but  we  have  not  had  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  kind- 
ness so  often  as  in  the  cases  of  the  institutions  mentioned  by 
name. 

Following  is  my  account  for  money  received  for  fines,  etc.. 
with  the  signatures  of  the  members  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee appended: 
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City  of  Worcesteu, 
Free  Public  Library,  December  14,  189G. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel  S.  Greeu, 
librarian,  from  December  1,  1805,  the  date  of  the  last  settlement,  and 
find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  librarian's  hands  December  1,   1805,     $503  61 
Received  for  fines,  053  73 

Received  from  sales  of  copies  of  the  printed  cata- 

lo^es  and  lists  of  additions, 
Received  for  books  injured  or  lost. 
Received  as  deposits. 
Miscellaneous  receipts. 


Deposits,  returned. 

Paid  to  J.  F.  Howell,  Esq.,  city  auditor. 


Balance  in  librarian's  hands  December  1,  1896, 


$1,337  63 
GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
GEO.  M.  WOODWARD, 
FRANCIS  A.  IIAUKINGTON, 

Committee  on  Finance, 


00  52 

10  10 

20  00 

8  07 

$1,337 

$32  00 

651  33 

$683  33 

654  30 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


RECEIPTS. 


Balance  from  previous  year, 
Municipal  appropriation, 

Income  from  Invested  funds:— 
Green  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund. 


Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

Receipts  from  fines, 

Receipts  from  sale  of  catalogues, 

Payments  for  missing  or  damaged  books. 

Sundries, 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report:— 

Groon  Library  fun«l. 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 
Roading-room  fund. 


KXPENDITURES. 


BOOK  ACCOUNT. 


Boolcs:— 

4iroon  Library  fund, 
City  nuproia'iation. 


INTiodicals:-- 

City  appropriation. 
Ucadinjr-room  fund. 


Binding. 


Building  account. 


Repairs  and  additions,  furniture  and  fixtures. 

Insurance, 

Fuel, 

Liglits, 


$2  30 

27,00C>  00 

$1,552  22 

439  20 

1,991  42 

5.400  88 

653  73 

60  52 

16  10 

5  67 

35,136  02 

$2,3(]9  00 

563  61 

489  87 

3,122  48 

$38,559  10 

$1,561 

93 

8,747 

94 

$10,300  S7 

$458  m 

1,107 

25 

1,565  31 

1,718  16 

459  47 

616  75 

805  85 

1,176  53 
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SALARY  ACCOUNT. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  Janitors),  9,39S  85 

Cataloguing,  1,537  50 

Extra  service,  3,731  57 

SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 

Frinting  catalojrue,  2.442  50 

Blanks  and  stationery,  277  07 

Postage.  14r»  00 

Sundries:— 

A\'ater  for  elevators,  etc.,  $340  41 

Printing  annual  report.  56  78 

I^eight   (foreign    and    domestic),   expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,  etc.,  405  04 


892  23 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1896:— 

Green  Library  fund,  $2,359  20 

Reading-room  fund,  467  07 

Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues, 

etc.,  654  30 

Balance  of  city  appropriation,  1  09 


3,482  35 


$38,559  10 


ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 

Green  Library,  122 

Intermediate  department,  1,577 

Circulating  department,  2,871 


4,570 


Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Green  Library,  2 

Intermediate  department,  412 

Circulating  department,  35 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 

Green  Library,  1 

Intermediate  department,  490 

Circulating  department,  44 


449 


535 
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Increase  by  placing  unbound  volumes  in  the  library: 

Intermediate  department,  1 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department,  1 

5.550 

Number  of  volumes  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Intermediate  department,  12 

Circulating  department,  416 

428 
Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department,  67 

495 

Net  increase  for  the  year,  5,061 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 

Green  Library,  24,013 

Intermediate  department,  31,079 

Circulating  department,  48,336 


103,428 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  108,489 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 

Intermediate  department.  61 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department.  762 


823 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  142 

Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room.  57 


199 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds.  267 

Green  Library.  1 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room,  21 


289 
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CIRCULATION. 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  305 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department, was  open.  300 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open,  *       300 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  192.559 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  *90,099 

Average  dailj'  use  (home  and  reference),  927 

(Circulating  department,  (532;  reference  department,  295) 
Largest  dally  use  (home  and  reference)  March  21,  1,040 

(Largest   in   circulating   department,    February   8,    1.235;    in 
reference  department,  April  0,  030) 
Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference)  February  0,  299 

(Smallest   in   circulating   department,    February   0,    197;    In 

reference  department,  August  12,  31) 
Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for; 

Circulating  department,  35 

Number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  32 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  410 

Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  8.007 

Number  of  volumes  bound,  4,221 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  2,o:U 

Total    number   of    names   registered    (a    new    registry    made 

November  1.  18S9»,  "I'J.TSS 

SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  p.  m. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  2.9.'>3 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  0.090 

Total  number  of  persons,  9.023 

Average  number  of  persons,  170 

Largest  Sunday  attendance,  February  10,  209 

Smallest  Sunday  attendance,  August  9.  8.3 

Number  of  volumes  tielivered  (for  use  within  the  buihlinjjr).  2.2(')0 

Average  number  of  volumes  delivered  per  Sunday.  43 

HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  reading-room  is  open  from  9  a.  m.  to  9  30  p.  m. 

The  lower  room  is  open  from  8  a.  m.  to  9  30  p.  ra. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  1.058 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room.  1.513 

Total  number,  2..571 


•Of  this  number  21,000  shows  the  use  of  portfolios  iu  the  art  exhibitions. 
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Average  number  of  persous,  321 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  578 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  189 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  764 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  96 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  17 

APPENDIX. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRART. 

OlVKBS.  I      !3 

I    s 

O       flS 

>   ^ 
Adeshian.  S.  M., 

Agoilar  free  Library  Society,  New  York  OUy, 
AUen.  N.  H.,  Hartf&rd^  Conn.,  ^ 
American  Antiqaarian  Sociew, 

American  Bimetallic  Union,  Chicago.  IlL.  8     . 

American  Board  of  OommissionerB  for  Foreign  Miflsions,  2 

American  Congregational  Association. 
American  Forestry  Association,  WaahingUm,  D,  C, 
American  Humane  Association,  Promdenoe,  R.  L,  1 

American  Humanitarian  League,  Providence,  R.  J., 
American  Institute  of  Biining  Engineers.  1 

American  Iron  and  Steel  Association,  PkUadelphiay  Pa,,  1  folded 

sheet, 
American  Library  Association, 
American  Unitarian  Association, 
Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass., 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Massachusetts,         1 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass., 
Anonymous,  4  folded  sheets,  6  book  plates,  1  sheet,      1  12 

Apprentices'  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chica^fo,  III., 
Arundel  Society.  London,  Eng.,  1  folded  sheet, 

Baillie's  Institution  Free  Library,  OUisgow,  Scotland, 
Bancroft  Club,  Worcester, 
Barrow-in-Furness,  Free  Public  Library, 
Bates,  Theodore  C.  1  plate, 

Battersea  Public  Libraiy,  London,  Eng., 
Benton,  J.  H.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Berry,  John  M..  MiUbury,  Mass.,  1  card, 

Bertarelli,  Achilles,  Milan,  Italy,  8  book  plates, 

BibUoteca,  Nazionale  OentrsAe,  Florence,  Italy,  28 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library.  Clinton,  Mom., 
Birkenhead,  Eng. .^Free  Public  Library, 
Bimey,  William,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Bodleian  Library,  (hford,  Eng., 
Boston,  City  Messenger,  6 

City  Registrar,  2 

Public  Library. 

School  Commiitee,  1 

Boston  Associated  Charities, 

Boston  Athenfflum,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston.  Mass., 
Bowdoin  College.  Brunswick,  Me., 
Braun,  Clement  a  Cie.,  Paris,  France, 
Bridgeport,  Conn,,  Public  Library, 
Brignton  Public  Library,  Brighton,  Eng., 
Brookline  Public  Library,  Brookline,  Mass., 
Brooklyn  Ethical  Association,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
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O        flS 

>    £ 


Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.^  1 

Brown  University,  Providencej  R.  I.^  1 

Buffalo  Library,  Buffalo,  N,  y.,  1     1 

Banker  Hill  Monument  Association,  1 
Burrow  Brothers  Oo.,  Cleveland,  0.,                                    1  sheet, 
Burrows,  Charles  W.,                                                 1  book  plate, 

Butler,  James  D.,  Madison,  Wis.,  1 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library,  1 

Cambridge  University,  1 

Oanfield,  Mrs.  P.  S..  19 

Canfield,  JJrw«  P.  W.  S.,  6 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Free  Libraries,  1 

Carne^e  Free  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  2 

Central  Church  in  Worcester,  1 

Chamberlain,  A.  F.,  1 

Chamberlain,  D.  H.,  New  York  City,  1 

Chicago,  lU.,  Board  of  Trade,  2 

Public  Library,  1 

Church  Library  Association,  Cambridge,  Mass,,  2 
Cilley,  B.  L.,  Baxter,  N.  H.,                          1  newspaper  cutting, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Public  Library,  2 

Clark  University,  Worcester,  8 

Clerkenwell  Public  Library,  London,  Eng.,  1 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Public  Library,  2 

Cobden  Club,  London,  Enq,,  2 

Colby  University,  Watermlle,  Me.,  4 

College  of  Charleston,  Charleston,  8.  C,  1 

College  of  William  and  Mary,  Williamsburg,  Va.,  1 

Columbia  College,  New  York  City,  1 

Conaty,  Thomas  J.,  13 

Concord,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library,  1 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  1 

Connecticut,  State  Boaid  of  Education,  1 
Connecticut   Agricultural   Experiment   Station,  New   Haven, 

Conn.,  8 
Co-operatives' Union,  Limited,  LongMiUgate,  Manchester,  Eng.,      4  97 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  18 

Crandall,  F.  A.,  Washington,  D.  C,  1 

Crane,  John  C.^MUUmry,  Mass.,        ,  1 

Crocker,  Uriel  jS.,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Curry,  J.  L.  M.,  Washington,  D.  C,  6 

Cutler.  Mary  S.,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  1 

Dalzeli,  John  W.,  2 

Damon,  Mrs.  Charles  B.,  1 

Dante  Society,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  1 

Davies,  Thomas  A.,  New  York  City,  1 

Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  2 

Dayton  Public  Library,  Dayton,  0.,  1 

Dempsey,  Henry  L.,  Stillwater,  R.  I.,  1 

Denver,  Col.,  Public  Library,  2 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library,  1 

Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  New  Y<yrk  City,  6 

Drew  AUis  Company,  1 
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Drexel,  George  W.  OhildB,  Philadelphia^  Pa., 

Drary  College,  Springileldj  Mo,, 

Dunn,  Mrs,  Mary  S.  F., 

Enoch  Pratt  Tree  Library,  Baltimore,  Md,, 

Estes  &  Lauriat,  Boatorij  JnoM., 

Everett,  William,  Quincy,  Mass., 

Exeter,  N.  H.,  Public  Library, 

Fall  River  Public  Library, 

Fearing^.  A.  C,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mom., 

Ferrand,  Max,  Newark,  N.  J^ 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III., 

Finegan,  Philip  M., 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlinaton^L, 

Flower,  Frank  A.,  Weat  Superuyr,  Wis., 

Forbes  Libruy,  Northampton,  Mass,, 

Foster,  Mrs.  Emma  E.,  1  folded  sheet, 

Francisco,  M.  J.,  Rutland,  Vt., 

Friends'  Book  Association,  FhHadelphia,  JRa., 

Friends'  Free  Libraiy  and  Reading  Room,  QerTnaniown,  Pa,, 

Furman,  Alfred  A.,  Clifton,  N.  J., 

General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y,, 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  City, 

George  H.  Ward  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  No.  11, 

Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Gildehaus,  Charles,  St,  touis.  Mo., 

Gloversville  Free  Library,  OloversviUe,  N,  Y., 

Goodyear,  Anna  Forbes,  Boston,  Mass., 

Gk>odyear,  William  "R,,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich,,  Public  Library, 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng,,  Free  libranes, 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City, 

Green,  James,  1  cutting. 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Bostcn,  Mass,,  4  folded  sheets. 

Green,  Samuel  S.,  6  folded  sheets,  1  newspaper,  1  programme, 

1  sheet, 
Greene,  Jacob  L.,  Harford,  Conn., 
Greene,  J.  Evarte, 

Grover,  Mrs.  Catherine  M.,  Portland,  Conn., 
Hall,  J.  Brainerd, 
Hall,  J.  Elmer, 

Hartford,  Conn,,  Board  of  Trade, 
Hartford  Courant  Company,  Hartford,  Conn,, 
Hartford  Public  Library,  Hartford.  Conn,, 
Hartford    Steam    Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company, 

Harford,  Conn., 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn., 
Harvard  Law  School  Association, 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Hathaway,  Samuel,  Enfield,  Omn.,  1  photograph, 

Hazen,  Henry  A.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Hiersemann.  Karl  W.,  Leipzig ^ermany. 
Highland  Military  Academy,  Worcester, 
Hill,  William  P.,  St,  Louis,  Mo,, 
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Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Oincinnatij  O., 

Hoar,  George  F., 

Hobbs,  William  H..  Jkfodtson,  Wis,, 

Hopedale  Public  Library, 

Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Company,  Boatony  Mass., 

Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Orleans^  La.j  1  plate, 

Howson  &  Howson,  New  York  City, 

Hubbell,  Mark  S.,  Buffalo,  N  F., 

Huling,  Ray  Greene,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Huntington,  Rev.  William  R.,  New  York  City, 

Immigration  Restriction  League,  BoaUm,  Mass., 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 

Ingalls  Memorial  Library,  Rindge,  N,  H,, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Italy,  Ministero  di  Agricultura,  Industria  e  Commercio, 


James  Prendergast  Free  Library, 

Jameson,  J.  Franklin,  Providence,  R.  I., 

Jersey  City,  N.  J,,  Free  Public  Library, 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Johnston,  W.  J.,  Company,  New  York  City, 

Keidel,  George  C.,  Baltimore,  Md,, 

Kelton,  D wight  H.,  Newark,  N.  J,, 

Kingsbury,  F.  J.,  Waterbury,  Conn,, 

Knowles,  Edward  R., 

Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library, 

Lawrence,  Mass,,  Free  Public  Library, 

Leeds,  Ena.,  Free  Public  Library, 

LelUngwell,  Albert,  Cambridge,  Mass  , 

Leicester  Academy,  Leicester,  Mass,, 

Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  AUo,  Cal, 

Leominster  Public  Library, 

Lexington  Historical  Society,  Lexington,  Mass,, 

Library  and  Art  Union,  Sherbrooke,  QiLebec, 

Lincoln,  Edward  Winslow, 

Liverpool,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Libraries, 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library, 

Lowell,  Mass.,  City  Library, 

Lyman  School  for  Boys,  Westboro,  Mass,, 

Lvnn  Public  Library, 

McCormack,  Cyrus  H.,  Chicago,  III , 

McKeon,  Francis  P., 

McNamee,  John  H.  H.,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Macullar,  Parker  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Maimonides  Free  Libraiy,  New  York  City, 

Maine,  State  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools, 

Maine  Historical  Society,  Portland,  Me., 

Maiden  Public  Library. 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Public  Free  Libraries, 

Manchester,  N,  H.,  City  Library, 

Marlboro,  Mass.,  Pliblic  Library, 

Marsh,  Henry  A  , 

Massachusetts,  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Free  Public  Library  Commission, 


1  newspaper, 


1  folded  sheet, 


1  plate. 
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ICassachiiBettB,  Record  Oommissioners, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

State  Board  of  Agriculture, 

State  Board  of  Health, 

State  Library, 

State  Lunatic  KoBpitSLLNorthampton,  Mass,, 

State  Normal  School,  Worcester^ 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 

Ifassachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass,, 

Massachusetts  Association  Opposed  to  the  Extension  of  Suf- 
frage to  Women, 

Massacnusetts  Charitable  Mechanics  Association, 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children, 

Maver  &  Miiller,  Berlin^  Oermany, 

Melrose,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Mercantile  Library,  PhiladeVphAa.  Pa., 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  iVeto  York  OUy, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco,  CaL, 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Merriman,  Rev,  Daniel, 

Mexican  International  Exposition  of  Industries  and  Fine  Arts, 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich,, 

Milwaukee,  Wis,,  Public  Library, 

Minneapolis,  Minn,,  Public  Library, 

Mitchell,  Thomas, 

Montgomery,  Morton  L.,  Reading,  Pa,, 

Morse,  Edward  S.,  Salem,  Mass,, 

Morse  Institute,  ifatick,  Mass., 

Mount  Hohroke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass., 

Murray,  William, 

Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  Ckimbridge,  Mass., 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass,, 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League, 

National  Democratic  Committee, 

Nava,  Charles,  Venice,  Italy, 

Nelson,  T.  L., 

New  Bedford,  Mass,,  Free  Public  Library, 

New  Englandf  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  Mass., 

New  Hampshire  Board  of  Libranr  Commissioners, 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H., 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Free  Public  Library, 

New  York  Farmers'  Society. 

New  York  State  Library,  Alhany,  N,  F., 

Newark,  N,  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  lU., 

Newton,  Nahum  A.,  Shrewsbury,  Mass,,     1  newspaper  clipping, 

Newton,  JWom.,  Free  Library, 

North  Adams  Public  Library, 

Northampton,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Norwich  University,  Northfleld,  Vt,, 

Nourse,  Henry  S.,  Lancaster,  Mass,, 

OberUn  College  Library,  Oberlin,  0., 


1  folded  sheet. 
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Ohio  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 

Ohio  State  Library,  Ck>himbu8,  0  , 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes- Barre^  Pa,, 

Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn,, 

Oxford,  Mass,,  Free  Public  Library, 

Page,  Walter  Gilman,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Paine,  Nathaniel, 

Paine,  Mrs,  Nathaniel, 

Parker,  Mrs,  Josephine  W., 

Paterson,  N,  J^  Free  Public  Library, 

Paul,  Kegan,  French,  Tnibner  &  Company,  London,  Eng., 

Paw  tucket,  R.  L,  Free  Public  Library, 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md,, 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass., 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Majts,, 

Peoria  Public  Library,  Peoria,  III., 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 

Peterson,  Ellis,  Boston,  Mass., 

Philadelphia  City  Institute,  PhiUidelphia,  Pa., 

Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  H,, 

Picard,  Alphonse  et  fils,  Paris,  France, 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Poland,  W.  C,  Providence,  R.  L, 

Polytechnic  Society  of  Kentucky,  Louisville,  Ky., 

Portland,  Me.,  Public  Library, 

Poughkeepsie,  N,  F.,  City  Library, 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y.,  1  folded  sheet, 

Preston,  Sidney  H.,  London,  Eng,, 

Providence,  R,  L,  City  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 
Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  J., 
Publishers  of  the  Highland  Cadet, 
Publishers  of  New  Orleans  Picayune,  New  Orleans,  La,,  4  folded 

sheets, 
Publishers  of  Worcester  Herald,  Worcester,  Eng., 
Publishers  of  W  P  I, 
Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng., 
Radcliffe  College,  Cambridge,  Mass.^ 
Redwood  Library  and  Athenseum,  Newport,  R.  L, 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y,, 
Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  Mass., 
Rochdale  Equitable  Pioneers'    Society,  Limited,    Manchester, 

Eng.,  1  sheet. 

Roe,  Alfred  S., 
Roy,  J.  Arthur, 

Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Canada, 
St.  George's  Public  Library,  London,  Eng., 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Public  Library, 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association,  St,  Louis,  Mo,, 
St.  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Salem  Public  Library,  Salem,  Mass,, 
San  Francisco  Free  I^iblic  Library, 
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OB         O 


1  book  plate, 
1  folded  sheet, 


3  plates. 


OIVBR8. 


Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company, 
Scran  ton  Ftiblic  Library,  Scronton,  fVi., 
Sedelmever.  Ch.,  Paris,  France, 
Sedgwick,  Robert^ 
Sewall,  J.  B.,  Bramtree,  Mass,, 
Seymour,  John  S.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Shahan,  Thomas  J.,  Washington,  D.  C., 
Shedd,  J.  H.,  City  Engineer,  Providence,  R.  I , 
Simon,  H.  L.,  Lancaster,  Pa., 
Smith,  S.  A.,  North  Pembroke,  Mass., 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass., 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Snow  Steam  Pump  Works,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
Society  of  American  Artists.  New  York  City, 
Society  of  Colonial  Wars  in  the  Commonwealth  of   Massa- 
chusetts, 
Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers, 
Society  to  Encourage  Studies  at  Home,  Boston,  Mass., 
Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Soule,  Nicholas  E., 
Spectator  Company,  New  York  City, 
Sprague,  Augustus  B.  R^ 
Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association, 
Stevens,  B.  F.,  London,  Eng., 

Stirling's  and  Qlasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Sturgis,  Mrs.  E.  O.,  Salem,  Mass.,  1  folded  sheet, 

Sturgis,  Julian,  London,  Eng., 
Sturtevant,  Prelinnean  Library,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
Taber,  C.  A.,  Wakefield,  Mass., 
Taunton,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 
Telegram  Newspaper  Company, 
Terry,  James,  New  Haven,  Conn., 
Thayer,  Edward  Carrington,  Keene,  N.  H , 
Thayer,  Ernest  L., 
Thayer  Academy,  Braintree,  Mass., 
Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass. , 
Thwaites.  Reuben  G.,  Madison,  Wis., 
Tokyo  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan, 
Toppan,  Robert  Noxon,  Cambridge,  Mass  , 
Toronto  Public  Library,  Toronto,  Can€ida, 
Towne,  George,  Union,  Conn., 
Treadwav,  Francis  W., 

Trumbull,  Jonathan,  Norwich,  Conn.,  1  newspaper  cutting, 

Trustee  for  the  Children  of  Shalam,  Dona  Anna,  New  Mexico, 
Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass., 
Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass., 
Tulane  University  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La., 
United  States  Bureau  of  Education, 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  Labor, 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Department  of  State, 
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Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Department  of  War, 

Fisn  Oommission, 

Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md., 

Patent  Office,  1  sheet. 

University  Club,  Boston,  Mass,, 
University  of  Buflfalo,  BuffcUo,  N,  F., 
University  of  Oalifornia,   Berkeley .  Cal., 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  P/^i2aaelp^ia,  Pa., 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.  F., 
University  of  Vermont,  Burlington^  Vt, 
University  of  Vir^nia,  CharlouesviUe,  Fd., 
Utley,  Samuel, 
WalKer,  Joseph  H., 
Walton,  Joseph,  Morristoum,  N.  J., 

Warren  Oountv  Library  and  Reading  Room,  Monmouth,  IZZ., 
Watertown,  3km«.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleveland,  O., 
Weston,  Ma^a^  Town  Library, 
Wheeler,  J.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del.^ 
Winslow,  William  Copley,  Boston,  Aiasa., 
Winsor,  Justin,  Camiyridge,  Mass,, 
Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission, 
Wisconsin  State  EUstorical  Society,  Madisoxi,  Wis,, 
Woburn  Public  Library,  Wohum,  Mass,, 
Woman's  Educational  Association,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Worcester,  City  Clerk, 

City  Hospital, 
Parks  Commission, 
Worcester  Armenian  Relief  Committee, 
Worcester  Art  Society, 
Worcester  Boys'  Club, 
Worcester  County  Musical  Association, 
Worcester  District  Medical  Society, 
Worcester  National  Bank, 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  Class  of  1896, 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 
Worcester  Temporary  Home  and  Day  Nursery, 
Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn,, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Gbntlbmbn:  The  Committee  on  the  Library  has  attended 
to  its  duties  as  required  by  the  by-laws,  and  has  the  honor  to 
report  as  follows:  One  of  the  most  important  duties  of  this 
committee  is,  as  you  are  aware,  the  careful  inspection  of  the 
list  pf  books  recommended  for  addition  to  the  library. 

A  careful  discrimination  and  good  judgment  are  necessary, 
realizing  that  the  quality  rather  than  the  number  of  books  to 
be  placed  upon  our  shelves  is  of  the  greatest  importance  here. 

The  wide  field  of  subjects,  in  so  many  branches  of  study, 
which  must  constantly  be  replenished  in  a  library  so  generally 
used  as  this,  requires  great  care  in  selection,  and  how  best  to 
expend  the  sum  granted  us  by  the  city,  becomes  a  question  of 
great  importance.  From  his  long  experience  in  studying  the 
wants  of  this  community,  the  librarian  has  been  able  so  to 
distribute  the  funds  available  as  to  satisfy  each  class  of  read- 
ers. To  certain  classes  and  under  certain  conditions  of  life, 
amusement  is  perhaps  as  necessary  as  profound  knowl- 
edge. We  Ijelieve  a  due  proportion  has  been  provided  for 
each  class  during  the  year,  and  that  the  funds  at  our  disposal 
have  been  well  spent. 

This  institution  is  recognized  as  a  pride  to  our  fair  city,  and 
with  the  expected  liberality  on  the  part  of  our  city  govern- 
ment, will  continue  to  fulfill  its  mission  as  a  promoter  of 
general  knowledge  and  good  morals  among  her  citizens  of 
all  classes. 


26  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  number  of  books  added,  and  the  number  taken  out  for 
general  reading,  with  other  interesting  statistics,  will  be 
found  in  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

Signed, 

J.  O.  MARBLE, 
CHAS.  A.  PEABODY, 
GEO.  M.  WOODWARD, 
G.  STANLEY  HALL, 
T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 

Cotnmittee  an  the  Library. 

Worcester,  December  23,  1896. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING-ROOM. 


To  th^  President  of  th€  Board  of  Directors: 

Worcester  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  reading-rooms 
connected  with  its  Free  Public  Library. 

They  are  supplied  with  488  papers  and  other  periodicals,  and 
are  made  very  comfortable  for  readers. 

The  magazines,  reviews  and  papers  are  selected  with  espe- 
cial reference  to  the  actual  needs  of  residents,  and  the  rooms 
are  kept  for  readers  only.  Nobody  is  allowed  in  them  who 
does  not  wish  to  read,  and  in  this  way  those  who  do  wish  to 
use  the  papers  and  magazines  are  enabled  to  obtain  them  and 
to  use  them  in  comfort.  The  lower  reading-room  has  been 
supplied  with  new  gas  burners,  which  make  the  room  much 
lighter  than  before,  and  render  it  still  more  agreeable  to  use 
the  newspapers. 

The  three  rooms  have  been  very  largely  used.  The  use  of 
the  ladies'  room  has  grown  especially. 

In  general  it  may  be  said  that  the  department  of  the  library 
in  the  care  of  this  committee  has  kept  abreast  with  the  other 
departments,  and  that  its  excellence  has  been  shown  in  the 
satisfaction  which  people  take  in  the  various  privileges  af- 
forded citizens  in  the  different  rooms. 

The  thanks  of  the  committee  are  due  to  the  persons  who 
have  kindly  made  gifts  to  the  rooms.    These  gifts  are  hereby 
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gratefully  acknowledged.  A  list  of  them  is  appended  to  this 
report.  Other  details  may  be  found  in  the  appendix  and  in  the 
report  of  the  librarian. 

THOMAS  J.  CONATY, 
GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
EDMUND  L.  PARKER. 

Committee  on  the  Reading-Room. 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Cassier's  magazine, 

Denver  republican. 

t  Electric  power. 

MekeeFs  weekly  stamp  news. 

Nature,  La. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 

American,  Publishers 

American  Catholic  news,  Catholic  Truth  Society 

American  citizen,  American  Patriotic  Association 

American  gardening.  Anonymous 

American  gas-light  Journal,  G.  W.  Dresser,  Editor 

American  Jewess,  American  Jewess  Publishing  Co. 
American  missionary,                            American  Missionary  Association 

Amerikanische  Tumzeitung,  Publishers 

Arbetarens  Vftn,  Arbetaren  Publishing  Co. 

Baptist  missionary  magazine,  F.  A.  Gaskill 

Berrow's  Worcester  Journal,  Charles  H.  Blrbeck 

^Boston  standard,  Publishers 
Bulletin  of  the  National  Association  of  Wool  Manufacturers, 

Association 

Catholic  school  and  home  magazine,  Thomas  J.  Conaty 

Catholic  union  and  times,  Thomas  J.  Conaty 

Christian  leader,  Universalist  Publishing  House 

Christian  register,  American  Unitarian  Association 

♦Coming  nation,  A.  W.  Barr 

Congressional  record,  J.  H.  Walker 

Converted  Catholic,  Mrs.  M.  S.  Dennle 

Democrat  leader.  Publishers 

Draper's  record.  Proprietors 

Engineering,  Publishers 

L'Esperance,  Publishers 

Evesham  Journal,  Publishers 

Fashions,  Denholm  &  McKay  Co. 

Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel,  Sentinel  Printing  Co. 

Freeport  Journal,  G.  A.  Ladd 

Home  missionary.  Publishers 

♦Hope  and  home,  John  M.  Berry 

♦Kansas  City  times.  Publishers 

Kosmopolan,  F.  L.  Hutchins 

I^and  of  sunshine.  Publishers 


Publication  stopped 
♦Discontinued 
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Locomotive,  j.  L.  Smith 
Locomotive  engineers  Journal,  Worcester  Division,   Brotherhood  of, 
^Locomotive  firemen's  magazine, 

Bay  State  Lodge  of  Firemen,  No.  73 

Messenger,  PubUshers 

Microscope,  PubUshers 

Mld-weelsly,  Miss  J.  E.  Tyler 

Missionary  herald.  Publishers 

Musical  times.  Publishers 

*  National  bimetallist.  Publishers 

New  England  Staaten  zeitung,  Publishers 

Norden,  Publishers 

North-western  chronicle,  Thomas  J.  Gonaty 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office,  U.  S.  Patent  Office 

Open  court.  Publishers 

L'Opinion  publique.  Publishers 

Our  dumb  animals.  Publishers 

Pacific  northwest.  Publishers 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  Anonymous 

♦Patriotic  American,  Anonymous 
People,  The,                          State  Central  Committee  Social  Labor  Party 

Positivlst  review,  Edward  S.  Beesly,  Editor 

♦Printer's  ink,  Anonymous 

Proportional  representation  review.  Anonymous 

Public  ledger.  Publishers 

Purple,  Holy  Cross  College 

Reveil,  Le,  Publishers 

Saint  Andrew's  Cross,         Cliapter  67,  Brotherhood   of   Saint  Andrew 

Skandinavia,  Publishers 

Southern  workman,  Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfield 

Soleil,  Le,  Miss  E.  B.  Martin 

Spirit  of  '76,     Massachusetts  Society  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 

Superior  leader.  Land  and  River  Improvement  Co. 

Tennessee  University  magazine.  Publishers 

Textile  world,  Publishers 

True  witness  and  Catholic  chronicle,  Thomas  J.  Conaty 

Tuftonian,  Tufts  College 

Tufts  weekly.  Tufts  College 

Union  signal.  Anonymous 

Waterbury,  Water  bury  Watch  Co. 

♦Weekly  Tulare  register.  Anonymous 

Worcester  daily  spy.  Publishers 

Worcester  evening  gazette.  Publishers 
Worcester  labor,                            Worcester  Seat  of  the  Socialists'  Party 

World's  crisis.  Publishers 

Zlon's  herald.  Anonymous 


'Discontinued 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  Committee  on  the  Building  has  had  such  repairs  made 
during  the  past  year  as  seemed  to  it  necessary.  It  has  had  a 
careful  examination  made  of  the  buildings  to  see  what  expen- 
ditures will  be  needed  the  present  year  and  consideration 
given  to  other  matters  coming  under  its  charge.  The  amount 
asked  for  in  the  estimates  shows  the  result  of  its  investiga- 
tions. 

The  principal  improvement  the  past  year  has  consisted  in 
the  introduction  of  Welsbach  burners  into  the  reading-room 
for  newspapers.    These  have  given  much  satisfaction. 

The  bill  for  electric  lighting  will  be  larger  the  present  year 
than  last  year.  This,  it  is  claimed  by  the  Electric  Light  Co., 
is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  old  meters  did  not  register.  We 
now  have  one  new  meter  in  place  of  three  here  before.  Care- 
ful tests  have  been  made  under  the  direction  of  this  com- 
mittee and  the  meter  now  in  use  appears  to  be  registering  cor- 
rectly. 

The  estimate  for  coal  is  somewhat  higher  than  last  year,  be- 
cause the  cost  is  greater. 

The  buildings  will  be  in  excellent  condition  after  a  few  con- 
templated repairs  shall  have  been  made. 

The  committee  wishes,  however,  to  emphasize  the  impor- 
tance of  obtaining  the  appropriation  asked  for  to  fit  up  one 


32  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

of  the  stack  rooms,  in  order*  that  the  expensive  collection  of 
books  now  in  the  old  building  may  be  placed  in  the  fire-proof 
rooms  provided  for  it  in  the  new  building. 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 
WEBSTER  THAYER. 
E.  J.  RUSSELL, 

Committee  on  the  Building. 


I 
f 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE, 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
city  appropriation  and  to  expenditures  therefrom,  and  to  the 
Green  Library  and  Librarian  funds,  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1896. 

The  amount  of  the  city  appropriation  last  year  was  |27,000;  the 
amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund,  15,400.88;  from  fines, 
sales  of  catalogues,  etc.,  f  651.33;  balance  of  last  year,  f2.30; 
total,  133,054.51. 

The  expenditures  were  |33,052.82;  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  11.69. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  Library  fund  is  now  |47,475.42. 
One-fourth  part  of  the  income,  f 503.22,  has  been  added  to  it 
during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will 
of  Dr.  Green. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian  fund,  the  income  of  which  is 
to  be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  fund  amounts  to  f 20,000, 
is  now  f4,149.12,  counting  30  shares  of  Central  National  Bank 
stock  at  par. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library  and  Librarian  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  city  treasurer  have  been  examined  and 
found  to  correspond  with  the  schedule,  and  the  treasurer's  ac- 
count has  been  audited  and  found  to  be  correct.  The  commit- 
ter} has  also  examined  and  approved  the  accounts  of  the  li- 
brarian and  of  the  treasurer  of  the  reading-room  fund. 

It  is  made  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  cily 

ordinance,  as  recently  revised,  to  keep  "the  building  and  books 

insured." 
3 
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The  rules  of  the  Board  of  Directors  require  that  the  Finance 
Committee  ''eliall  see  that  the  property  in  the  care  of  Hie 
Board  is  at  all  times  well  insured.'*  These  instructions  have 
been  complied  with. 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
GEO.  M.  WOODWARD, 
FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 

Members  of  the  Finance  Committee. 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 


Financial  Statement  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1896, 

RESOURCES. 

Financial  statement  for  tlie  year  ending  November  30»  1S96. 
Balance  from  previous  year,  |2  30 

City  appropriation,  27,000  00 

Dog  money,  5,400  88 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.,  051  33 


^,054  51 


EXPENDITURES. 


Binding,  |1,718  IG 

Printing  lists  of  additions,  204  00 

Other  printing  and  charging  slips,  1G7  03 
Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  postage, 
removing     ashes,     street     sprinkling,     and     minor 

running  expenses,  570  13 

Covering  paper,  and  stationery,  121  78 

Postal  cards  for  notices  to  delinquents,  70  00 

Cards  for  cataloguing,  40  29 

Ordinary  repairs,  furniture,  brushes,  etc.,  459  47 

Coal  and  wood,  806  85 

Electric  Ught,  259  64 

Gas,  916  89 

Water,  340  41 

Salaries  of  assistants,  5,137  54 

Salary  of  librarian,  3,500  00 
Wages  of  Janitor,  and  Janitor*s  work  done  by  the 

hour,  1,511  31 

Service  by  hour,  and  elevator  boy,  3,190  50 

Cataloguing,  1,328  57 

Insurance,  616  75 

Reading-room,  650  00 

Printing  and  binding  catalogues,  2,238  50 

Books,  9,206  00 


$33,052  82 
Balance  unexpended,  1  60 

c  $33,054  51 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  30, 1896. 


The  income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1806,  is  a6  follows: 
Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgage,  $775  00 

Dividends  on  banls  stoelc,  428  00 

Dividends  on  savings  banlv  deposits,  765  08 

Interest  on  banlv  deposits,  43  02 


$2,012  IM) 


Of  this  income  there  has  been  added   to  tlie   fund 

one-fourth  part,  viz.:  $503  22 

And  to  the  boolc  account  three-fourtlis,  viz.:  1,500  68 


Tlie  following  statements  show  the  condition  of  the 
investment  and  bools  accounts  as  verified  by 
the  boolss  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the 
city  treasurer: 


$2,012  90 


Investment  Account. 


Notes  secured  by  mortgage. 
Bank  stoclc,  par  value. 
Savings  hSLUk  deposits. 
National  bank  deposit. 


Book  Account. 

Balance  Dec.  1,  1895, 

Three-fourths  of  annual  income  of  fund. 

Interest  on  bank  deposits. 

Total, 
Expemled  for  books,  etc.,  during  the  year. 

Balance  November  30.  1896, 


Nov.  30.  1805. 

$17,700  00 

7,800  00 

20,000  00 

1,472  20 

^'ov.  30,  1896. 

$17,700  00 

7,800  00 

20,000  00 

1,975  42 

$46,972  20 

$47,475  42 

NT. 

$2,369  00 

1,509  68 

42  54 

Recapitulation. 


Investment  balances. 
Book  account  balances. 


Nov.  30.  1895. 

$46,972  20 

2,369  00 


$3,921  22 
1,561  93 

$2,359  29 


Nov.  30,  1896. 

$47,475  42 

2,359  29 


$49,341  20 


$49,834  71 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  37 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 

November  30, 1896. 


The  following  stateiiiout  shows  the  condition  of  the 
investment  and  cash  accounts  as  verified  by 
the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the 
city  treasurer: 
Bank  stock,  par  value,  $3,000  00 

Savings  bank   deposit  1,149  12 

$4,149  12 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE 
READING-ROOM  FUND. 


Edmund  L.  Parker,  treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Reading-room 
Fund  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Dr. 

Cash  on  band  Dec.  1,  1895, 

Received  from  city  treasurer, 

Received  dividend  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co., 

Received  dividend  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co., 

Received  dividend  Savings  Bauks, 


$4S9  87 

650  0() 

56  00 

88  00 

2&6  20 

Cr. 


CASH  PAID. 

F.  A.  Eftston, 

^67  97 

Stamps  and  stationery, 

1 

2  00 

Hongbton,  Mifflin  & 

Co., 

3  20 

S.  D.  Peet, 

3  80 

Art  Interchange  Co., 

3  25 

American  Journal  of 

IMiil- 

ology, 

3  00 

M.  H.  Forney, 

2  00 

S.  L.  Foster, 

3  00 

The  Bi*unonian« 

1  50 

David  Williams, 

75 

N.  L.  Britton, 

2  00 

The  Century  Co., 

3  50 

E.  R.  Pelton, 

4  00 

Kassom  &  Palmer, 

2  60 

Ingram   Bros., 

1  50 

The  Forum  Publishing  Co., 

3  00 

Harper  &  Bros., 

3  00 

$1,579  07 


CASH  PAID. 

Publishers  Weekly,  5  00 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  2  00 

E.  H.  Hames  &  Co.,  2  00 

New  England  Homestead,  1  00 

W.  F.  Kellogg,  2  50 

North  American  Review,  4  25 

Fowler,  Wells  &  Co.,  75 

D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  4  50 
Popular  Science  News,  75 
The  Review  of  Reviews,  2  50 
The  Century  Co.,  2  50 
The  Sanitarium,  4  00 
Munn  &  Co.,  2  00 
Chas.  Scribncr's  Sons,  3  30 

E.  L.  Wilson,  2  50 
LIttell  &  Co.,  16  35 
Geo.  F.  Lasher,  1  60 
Scovill  &  Adams  Co.,  3  00 
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O.  Dltson  &.  Co.,  T 

Electric  Power,  1  5 

The  Harvard  Advocate,  2  2 
The  Yale  Conrant,  1  T 

I^eooard    Scott    PubUshloK 

Co.,  29  0 

Forest  &  Stream  Co.,  4  0 

The  Outing  Publishing;  Co.,  3  S 
The  Altruistic  Review  Co.,  2  0 
Muulngue  Marks,  3  2 

Ware  Bros.,  1  2 

Musical  Courier  Co.,  4  0 

The  Spy  rubllsbing  Co.,  22  0 
The  Gazette  Co..  18  0 

A.  J.  Graham  &  Co.,  8 

National  Itallway  Pub,  Co.,  4  5 
The  Harvard  Monthly,  2  0 
Tlie  Hcpubllcnii  Pub.  Co.,  7  C 
Dft.  ttr.lO  Kroners,  I.  M. 

Giitho.  18  0 

C.  11.  :HiKcel  Puh.  Co.,  7 

.VrinTlciin    JuurnnI    o£    Nu- 

miBtnatics,  2  0 

Engineering  MechaniCB,  2  0 
The  Englnccriug  Maga- 
zine, 2  0 
Bradford.  Rhodes  &  Co.,  4  0 
nuBtav  E.  Stecbert,  r>2  7 
The  Rudder  Pub.  Co.,  1  3 
The  Dial,  2  0 
The  Outlook  Co.,  7 
Tiie  linrvarii  (.iiinimun,  2  5 
Quarterl]'  Journal  of  In- 
ebriety, 1  B 
Quarterly  Journal  at  In- 
ebriety, 1  e 
McMillan  &  Co.,  2  G 
The  Yarmouth  Herald,  B 
The  Microscopic  Pub.  Co.,  2  0 
The  Electric    Railway   Ga- 

sette,  4 

The  Electrical  Review,  1  1 

Longmans,  Green  ft  Co.,  1  S 
The  Free  Presa  AsBociatlon.  .1 
L.  J.  Demera  ft  Frere,  3  0 

The  Journal  of  the  Frank- 
lin  Inatitute,  10  0 


The     Triangle     PubllshlnK 

Co.,  1 
The  Gazette  Co.,  S 
The  Caaeier  Magazine  Co.,  S 
Stationery  and  stampa, 
G.  F.  Laaher,  1 
The  Harvard  Advocate,  ! 
I>rt.    £55.94.    May    &    Wil- 
liams, 26! 
K.  I!.  Peltou.  4 
MicroBcopEcal  Pub,  Co.,  ! 
Tljf  llndiler  Pub.  Co.,  1 
Fowler,  Wells  ft  Co., 
The  American  Photo.  Pub. 

Co.,  1 
Stephen  D.  Peet,  3 
American  Engineer,  1 
li.  Appletou  ft  Co.,  i 
Ilougbton.  Mirnlu  ft  Co.,  3 
I..  S.  FoBler  a 
The  Carriage  Slonthly,  1 
Tiie  Century  Co.,  « 
The  Electrical  Review,  ! 
The  Bngineerlug  Maga- 
zine, 2 
Tiie     International     News 

Co.,  1 

Forest  &  Stream  Puh.  Co.,  4 

The  Forum  Pub.  Co..  3 

l'ubllsher'8  Weekly,  D 

!■:.   il.   Uiimes  &  Co..  2 

MiiMlcal  Courier   Co.,  4 
Oliver  DItBon  Company, 

North  American  Review,  4 

Tlio  Outlook  Co.,  ! 

Scorlll  &  ,\danis  Co.,  4 

Review  o(  Bevlewa,  ! 

MacMlllan  ft  Co..  E 

Munn  &  Co.,  S 

GliarlcB  Scribner's  Sons,  3 
.K.  ,7    Gralinni  &  Co., 

The  Living  Age,  1« 

Leonard  Scott  Pub.  Co..  7!\ 

Harper  &  Bros.,  3 

Stamps  and  stationery,  S 

To  balance,  4*17 
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The  readlDg-room  fUDil  is  invested  as  follows: 

Deposited  in  savings  banks,  |7,380  94 

Seven  shares  B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.  stock,  1,475  50 

Eleven  shares  Nor.  &  Wor  R.  R.  stock,  ~^   2.000  00 


110,856  44 

EDMUND  L.  PARKER, 

Ti'casurer. 
Worcester,  December  let,  1896. 


Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  for,  and  the  sec*ui'l- 
ties  in  the  possession  of  the  treasurer. 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY,        1       Committee 
GEO.  M.  WOODWARD,  \  on 

F.  A.  HARRINGTON,     J        Finance. 

WORCESTER,  Dec.  28,  1896. 
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FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY! 


WOHCESTER,  MASS. 


RTT-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  BEPOET. 


1896-7. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF   TIIK 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


WORCESTER,    MASS., 


FOR  THE 


YEAR    ENDING    NOVEMBKR    80,     1897 


WOUCESTKU,  MASS.: 

PRESS  OF  CHAULES  HAMILTON, 

311  Main  Strket. 

1898. 


DIRECTORS  IN  1898. 


FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 
EDMUND  L.  PARKER, 
G.  STANLEY  HALL, 
THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL, 
LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
CHARLES  M.  THAYER, 


« 

Tekm  ExriKKH 
Dec.  31. 

N, 

ALMON  GUNNISON, 

1898. 

JOIJN  0.  MARBLE, 

1899. 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 

1900 

.L, 

EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL, 

1901. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 

1902. 

JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 

1903 

ORGANIZATION  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


FRE8IDENT. 

ALMON  GUNNISON. 


SECRETARY. 

CHARLES  M.  THAYER. 


TREASURER. 

EDMUND  L.  PARKER. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRART. 

JOHN  O.  MARBLE,  G.  STANLEY  HALL, 

THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL,  EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL, 

CHARLES  M.  THAYER. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  READING-ROOM. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON,  EDMUND  L.  PARKER, 

JOHN  K.  LYNCH. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BUILDING. 


FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 


WEBSTER  THAYER, 


LYMAN  A.  ELY, 


EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 

THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SAMUEL  8.  GRBEN. 

A9SI8TANT  LIBRARIANS.  * 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG,  JESSIE  E.  TYLER,  ELLEN  L.  OTIS, 

SARAH  D.  TUCKER,  HATTIE  J.  CHILDS, 

AROLYN  L.  JOHNSON,  GRACE  W.  WOOD, 

ISABEL  A.  THAYER. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Hon.  Rufas  B.  Dodge^  Jr.y  Mayor ^ 

And  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Worcester: 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  herewith  submit 
their  thirty-eighth  annual  report. 

The  work  of  a  public  library  of  necessity  moves  along  establish- 
ed and  well  tested  lines.  It  cannot  wisely  experiment  with  new 
ventures,  but  must  be  administered  with  conservative  prudence. 
There  has  therefore  been  little  that  has  been  spectacular  in  the 
library's  history  for  the  past  year.  The  story  is  one  of  a  gradual 
widening  and  deepening  of  influence,  an  extension  of  work  along 
the  old  lines,  increase  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  old  patrons, 
and  the  accession  of  new  friends. 

Only  by  those  who  are  most  familiar  with  the  library,  can  its 
value  be  appreciated.  While  it  ranks  with  the  large  libraries 
of  the  country  in  the  number  of  its  books,  it  is  peculiarly  well 
proportioned.  This  has  come  not  only  from  the  exceptional 
ability  of  the  librarian,  but  from  the  long  continuance  of  his 
services.  He  has  been  able  to  familiarize  himself  not  only  with 
the  library  itself,  but  with  the  clientage  which  it  has  served ;  and 
has  seen  to  it,  that  the  books  purchased  have  ministered  to  real 
And  not  imagined  needs.  The  City  has  held  the  library  in  de- 
served esteem  and  has  been  generous  to  it  according  to  its  ability. 
It  iias  made  meml>ership  on  its  Board  of  Directors  a  badge  of 
honor,  and  has  therefore  been  able  to  call  to  the  service  of  the 
library  men  of  ability.  Every  phase  of  the  city's  life  has  been 
represented  on  the  Board,  and  the  library  has  been  developed 
with  a  conservative  enterprise  that  has  ever  kept  in  view,  as  a 
public  library  should,  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number. 
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Teachers  and  literary  people  have  been  served  by  the  books 
bought,  while  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  artisan  class  have 
been  carefully  studied  and  ministered  unto. 

The  library  has  been  a  pioneer  in  certain  lines  of  use  which 
are  coming  into  general  adoption.  The  carrying  of  its  ad- 
vantages to  the  public  schools  has  been  of  surprising  value,  and 
is  being  rapidly  imitated,  while  the  library  as  a  bureau  of  in- 
formation, where  the  seeker  for  knowledge  has  not  only  the  dead 
pages  of  books,  but  the  active  co-operation  of  the  librariant^, 
is  receiving  the  high  commendation  of  imitation  from  other 
libraries.  A  public  library  should  not  alone  afford  opportunities 
for  knowledge,  but  should  teach  the  art  of  acquiring  it ;  not  only 
supply  but  create  a  demand  for  such  wisdom  as  books  can  give, 
and  not  the  least  valuable  of  the  library's  work  has  been  its 
kindly  aggressive  teaching  of  reverence  for  knowledge.  This  is 
noticeable,  not  only  in  the  use  of  up  wards  of  three  hundred  thousand 
volumes  during  the  past  year,  and  the  increase  of  thirty  thousand 
volumes  over  the  previous  year,  but  in  the  net  loss  of  but  17 
volumes  during  the  year,  a  fact  of  most  hopeful  significance  as 
showing  the  appreciation  of  the  people  of  the  advantages  which 
are  offered  them. 

The  Directors  feel  confident  that  the  reports  of  the  library  and 
its  administration,  which  are  herewith  submitted,  will  show  that 
the  trust  committed  to  them  has  been  wisely  served,  and  that 
the  public  library  is  an  institution  that  deserves  the  most 
generous  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  municipal  govern- 
ment. Like  all  other  departments,  its  needs  increase  with  a 
growing  population.  It  is  not  simply  an  auxiliary  of  our  educa- 
tional system,  but  it  is  an  integral  and  dominating  part  of  it,  in 
that  it  ministers  not  simply  to  the  scholars  in  the  school,  but  to 
parents  in  their  homes,  workers  in  shop  and  store,  teachers 
and  makers  of  opinion,  in  all  the  ways  of  life*  It  has  done  much 
to  give  our  city  its  honorable  name  as  a  city  of  intelligence  and 
culture  and  it  should  receive  financial  aid  to  the  limit  of  the 
city's  ability. 

The  Board  of  Directors  would  repeat  with  renewed  emphasis  the 
desire  which  it  has  expressed  in  nearly  every  annual  report  since 
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1889,  that  delivery  stations  be  established  in  different  parts  of 
the  city,  in  order  to  carry  the  benefits  of  the  library  to  the 
people's  homes.  The  Board  does  not  believe  that  this  work 
should  be  longer  delayed,  and  it  asks  that  the  City  Council  will 
appropriate  $1,500  in  addition  to  the  estimates  that  have  been 
submitted  that  at  once  these  stations  may  be  established. 

It  is  a  time  of  financial  stress,  and  the  needs  of  the  city  are 
immediate  and  pressing,  but  hard  times  are  busy  times  with 
public  libraries ;  an  idle  workshop  makes  an  active  library,  and 
the  leisure  of  enforced  idleness  gives  the  opportunity  for  reading 
and  study.  Our  citizens  can  be  served  in  no  way  so  well  at  so 
small  a  cost  as  by  the  establishment  of  branches  of  the  library 
in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  city,  and  the  advantages  will  be 
heartily  and  immediately  appreciated  by  them. 

The  generous  use  of  the  library  makes  any  commendation  of 
it  unnecessary.  Our  busy  life  of  hot  competition  is  rapidly  de- 
stroying the  old  leisure,  in  which  books  were  read.  The  rise  of 
the  modern  newspaper  is  cultivating  a  taste,  which  is  hostile  to 
the  sustained  attention  which  the  reading  of  books  requires,  and 
the  public  and  private  library  can  keep  their  influence  only  by 
aggressive  and  insistent  work. 

No  lowering  of  the  standard  of  eflSciency  in  the  administration 
and  growth  of  the  Free  Public  Library  should  be  permitted,  but 
it  should  keep  pace  with  the  growing  needs  of  our  enlarging 
city. 

It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  your  honorable  Council  will  see 
to  it,  that  the  present  work  of  the  library  may  be  continued  and 
that  it  may  be  able  to  extend  its  influence. 

In  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

ALMON  GUNNISON, 

President. 


REPORT 


OF    THE 
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To  lievet'end  Almon  Ounnisouj  D.D.,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Directors: — 

Following  is  the  thirty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  Librarian  ; 
it  is  the  twenty-seventh  which  I  have  presented  : — 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Library,  the  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by 
readers  and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading- 
rooms  and  Library  on  Sundays  and  holidays ;  and  record  such 
other  facts  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  the  custom  to  call 
attention  to. 

There  has  been  a  large  amount  of  hard  work  done  at  the 
Library  during  the  past  year.  The  institution  has  been  gener- 
ously supported,  and  results  are  very  satisfactory. 

The  Library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  Library  114,325  volumes.  They  were  distributed 
as  follows  :  Green  Library,  24,737  ;  intermediate  department, 
36,274 ;    circulating  department,  53,314. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  599  volumes 
in  the  Green  Library  ;  .  2,727  in  the  intermediate  department ; 
and  2,510  in  the  circulating  department;  or  5,836  volumes  in 
all. 

Four  hundred  and  ninety-three  papers  and  other  periodicals 
are  now  taken  by  the  Library  ;    488  were  taken  the  year  before. 

There  has  been  during  the  past  year  a  great  increase  in  the 
use  of  the  Library ;    315,557  volumes  represent  the  home  and 
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refereDce  uses  of  the  institution,  which  were  divided  as  follows  : 
Home  use,  210,045 ;  reference  use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sun- 
days and  holidays),  102,456  ;  Sunday  use,  2,416  ;  holiday  use, 
640. 

The  total  use  of  volumes  the  year  before  was  285,682.  Thus 
the  increase  in  the  past  year  was  the  large  number  of  29,875 
volumes,  divided  as  follows  :  Circulating  department,  17,486  ; 
reference  library  (on  all  days  excepting  Sundays  and  holidays), 
12,357  ;  reference  library,  on  Sundays,  156.  There  was  a  loss 
of  124  volumes  in  the  use  of  the  Library  on  holidays.  There 
was  one  less  holiday  last  year  than  in  the  year  before. 

Of  the  great  number  of  books  used  during  the  past  year  only 
17  volumes  were  lost  and  not  paid  for.  Of  the  volumes  given 
out  in  the  circulating  department  last  year,  17,249  were  taken 
out  on  cards  which  teachers  may  use  wholly  for  their  own  bene- 
fit (but  which,  in  fact,  they  largely  use  in  the  immediate  inter- 
ests of  their  pupils),  and  18,391  on  cards  which  teachers  hold 
exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  scholars.  By  an  easy  calculation, 
it  appears  from  these  figures  that  during  the  forty  weeks  of  the 
school  year  (five  days  to  a  week),  1,782  volumes  of  books  be- 
longing to  the  Library  were  in  use,  on  the  average,  daily,  by 
the  teachers  and  scholars — under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
teachers.  The  use  is  much  larger,  of  course,  in  the  colder 
than  in  the  warmer  portions  of  the  year. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  that  a  large  portion  of  the  books  taken 
out  by  teachers  for  themselves  and  scholars  are  taken  to  their 
own  and  the  children's  homes,  and  are  in  use  on  Saturday  and 
Sunday  as  well  as  during  the  five  days  of  the  school  week. 

The  school  use  is  not,  of  course,  nearly  the  whole  use  of  the 
Library  by  children,  for,  in  addition  to  their  very  large  use  of 
books  in  making  investigations  in  the  Library  building,  great 
numbers  use  their  parents'  cards  to  get  books  to  take  home,  and 
5,891  volumes  (an  increase  of  865  over  the  previous  year) 
were  given  out  last  year  on  blue  cards,  which  are  given  out  to 
children  under  fifteen  whose  parents  or  teachers  desire  should 
have  home  privileges.  The  books  given  out  on  blue  cards  are 
examined  by  attendants  in  the  Library  before  they  are  given 
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out,  to  see  that  young  children,  in  so  far  as  possible,  get  only 
books  suited  to  their  ages  and  capacities. 

The  total  increase  of  29,875  volumes  in  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary the  past  year  is  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  followed  an 
increase  of  79,628  volumes  in  the  three  years  immediately  pre- 
ceding.    The  increase  in  four  years  has,  therefore,  been  109,503. 

In  the  report  of  last  year  are  these  paragraphs:  *'The  Art 
Society  is  devoting  its  energies  this  winter  to  a  fine  course  of 
lectures,  and  many  of  its  members  are  busy  in  furthering  the 
project  of  an  Art  Museum.  The  Library  will  have,  therefore, 
the  present  winter  to  rely  upon  its  own  resources,  and  largely 
upon  the  labor  of  its  officers,  in  giving  exhibitions." 

Two  exhibitions  were  given  of  material  belonging  to  the  Li- 
brary, and  a  third  partly  made  up  of  such  material. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  attendance  at  all  of  the  exhi- 
bitions was  very  large. 

The  first  was  open  between  the  dates  of  January  26  and  Feb- 
ruary 20,  and  consisted  of  the  plates  belonging  to  the  world- 
renowned  work  of  Niccolini,  entitled:  '*The  houses  and  the 
monuments  of  Pompeii  delineated  and  described."  It  was  very 
popular  and  visited  by  3,760  persons,  no  account  being  taken 
excepting  of  such  visitors  as  made  a  somewhat  thorough  exam- 
ination of  the  pictures.  This  exhibition  was  given  in  the  art 
galleries  in  the  upper  story  of  the  new  Library  building. 
Another  exhibition  was  held  in  these  galleries  from  March  16  to 
April  3. 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  Greenwood,  a  resident  artist  of  merit,  was 
allowed  to  fill  one  of  the  rooms  with  oil  paintings,  largely  rep- 
resenting scenery  in  the  city  and  county  of  Worcester,  and  the 
other  two  rooms  were  occupied  by  the  plates  of  Brunn  and 
Arndt's  Greek  and  Roman  portraits. 

The  third  exhibition  was  provided  for  children  in  the  schools 
and  consisted  of  the  i)lates  of  Catlin's  North  American  Indians ; 
the  beautiful  representations  of  scenery  in  the  Yellowstone  Na- 
tional Park,  by  Thomas  Moran,  which  serve  as  illustrations  of 
a  work  by  Hayden  on  that  subject;  Holzel's  Geographical 
Character  Pictures  for  School  and  Home  ;  and  Trouvelot's  As- 
tronomical Drawings. 
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It  is  believed  that  this  exhibition  proved  very  instructive  to 
the  children  and  gave  them  great  pleasure.  It  was  carefully 
examined  by  1,268  scholars,  and  the  exhibition  was  always 
accompanied  by  a  lecture,  which  received  the  closest  attention. 
The  children  came  to  the  Library  after  the  schools  were  closed 
in  the  afternoon,  under  the  care  of  teachers.  Such  pupils  as 
desired  came,  and  the  exhibition  was  restricted  to  one  school  a 
day.     It  was  open  from  February  8  to  24. 

It  may  be  remarked,  in  this  connection,  that  much  of  the 
instruction  given  in  geography  in  the  public  schools  is  given  by 
means  of  lantern  slides,  and  that  these  slides  are  many  of  them 
prepared  from  material  in  the  Library  illustrative  of  different 
countries,  by  the  use  of  a  camera  under  our  skylights  and  with 
the  aid  of  a  dark  closet  provided  for  photographers  when  the 
new  Library  building  was  put  up. 

Instructive  exhibitions  are  in  preparation  for  the  current  year* 

As  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Building. 
$1,600  has  been  spent  the  past  year  in  adding  to  the  stack  in 
the  second  story  of  the  new  Library  building;  $471  will  be 
needed  to  complete  it,  and  that  amount  has  been  put  into  the 
estimates  for  the  present  year.  It  is  very  important  that  little 
expenses  of  this  kind  should  be  met  as  the  need  for  them  ap- 
pears, as  expensive  changes  in  the  old  building  will  have  to  be 
made  soon  (in  the  form  contemplated  when  the  new  building 
was  erected),  in  order  to  give  room  for  the  necessary  growth 
of  the  circulating  department  in  size  and  use. 

The  Librarian  hopes  that  the  Board  of  Directors  will  again 
ask  the  City  for  an  appropriation  for  delivery  stations.  The 
people  in  the  suburb  of  Greendale  became  so  impressed  with 
the  advantages  of  having  such  a  station,  that  in  1895  they  es- 
tablished one  at  their  own  expense  and  have  maintained  it 
since.  The  suburb  was  very  favorably  situated  for  trying  the 
experiment,  as  an  express  passes  through  it  twice  a  week  in 
coming  from  West  Boylston,  returning  the  same  days. 

A  voluntary  effort  was  made  the  past  year  to  establish  and 
support  a  delivery  station  in  South  Worcester.  This  was  done 
with  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  Library.     The  station  was 
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started,  and  everything  worked  well  for  a  time.  But  the  team- 
ster, who  gave  his  services  for  a  time,  naturally  asked  soon  for 
compensation.  It  seems  obvious  that  if  stations  are  to  be  es- 
tablished and  sustained  in  several  outskirts  of  the  city,  an  appro- 
priation for  the  original  plants  and  for  carrying  them  on  must  be 
made  by  the  City  Government.  The  wishes  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  in  this  matter,  and  the  proposition  which  it  made  to 
the  City  Government  in  1889,  and  has  repeated  almost  if  not 
every  year  since,  can  be  seen  by  reading  the  following  extracts 
from  its  annual  reports. 

It  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  the  executive  oflScers  of  the 
Library  have  been  anxious  to  have  an  opportunity  aflbrded 
them  to  serve  the  board  in  establishing  and  carrying  on  a  well- 
planned  system  of  delivery  stations. 

Mr.  J.  Evarts  Greene,  as  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
in  the  year  ending  November  30,  1889,  wrote  in  the  annual  re- 
port presented,  according  to  a  city  ordinance,  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, in  January,  1890 : — 

**The  establishment  of  suburban  delivery  stations  has  been 
considered,  and  the  general  features  of  a  plan  for  that  purpose 
so  far  agreed  upon  that  it  is  hoped  that  eight  such  stations  may 
be  established  and  maintained  during  the  coming  year  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  By  this  means 
the  inhabitants  of  the  remote  districts  may  be  brought  more 
nearly  to  equality,  with  regard  to  the  convenient  use  of  the 
Library,  with  those  who  live  near  to  the  Library  building. 
Since  they  as  well  as  others  contribute,  by  taxation,  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Library,  and  are  equally  beneficiaries  of  its 
trust  funds,  the  relief  proposed  seems  to  the  Directors  no  more 
than  justice  demands.  Like  considerations  of  justice  and 
equality  of  privileges  and  benefits  may  be  urged  in  behalf  of 
the  establishment  of  branch  reading-rooms,  as  recommended  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Reading-room.  The  Di- 
rectors, however,  while  they  believe  that  such  reading-rooms 
must  before  many  years  be  established,  are  not  prepared  to 
recommend  immediate  action." 

Mr.  E.    Harlow   Russell,  who  was   President  the   following 

year,  wrote : — 

''It  will  be  remembered  that  a  plan  was  proposed  in  last 
year's  report  for  the  establishment  of  a  number  of  suburban 


FREB  PUBUC  LIBRARY.  11 

delivery  stations  in  various  distant  parts  of  the  city,  and  an  es- 
timate was  offered  of  the  probable  cost  of  maintaining  eight 
such  stations  for  the  year.  As  no  appropriation  was  made  for 
carrying  this  plan  into  effect,  the  matter  stands  where  it  stood  a 
year  ago.  The  Directors  have  not  changed  their  opinion  as  to 
the  desirability  of  suburban  delivery,  and  are  ready  to  apply  to 
such  purpose  any  funds  that  may  be  placed  in  their  hands 
therefor." 

Mr.  A.  G.  Bullock,  in  his  report  as  President  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1891,  said  : — 

''In  submitting  our  estimates  a  year  ago,  we  inserted  an  item 
to  cover  the  cost  of  distributing  books  at  a  number  of  suburban 
stations.  As  an  appropriation  for  this  purpose  was  not  voted, 
wo  presume  that  the  establishment  of  such  sei*vice  was  not 
deemed  advisable.  We  submit  the  same  item  this  year,  in 
order  that  the  plan  may  be  carried  out  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Government,  it  shall  seem  desirable." 

Honorable  Edwin  T.  Marble,  President  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1892,  wrote  :— 

'*  The  plan  for. establishing  suburban  delivery  stations  for  the 
circulating  department,  which  has  been  referred  to  in  former 
reports,  we  would  again  bring  to  your  attention.  No  action 
has  as  yet  been  taken  in  the  matter,  as  no  appropriation  was  made 
for  the  purpose.  The  estimated  expense  will  be  about  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  for  the  establishment  of  eight  suburban  stations. 
The  above  amount  has  not  been  included  in  the  estimates,  but 
should  the  City  Council  deem  it  best  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  this  purpose,  the  Directors  would  most  gladly  carry  the 
plan  into  effect,  fully  agreeing  with  our  predecessors  that 
thereby  the  Library  would  be  made  more  useful,  and  the  people 
living  in  the  outlying  districts,  who  cannot  now  enjoy  its  privi- 
leges without  great  inconvenience,  could  then  gain  lasting  bene- 
fits from  the  Free  Public  Library." 

Mr.  Burton  W.  Potter,  President  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1893,  said:— 

*'  We  consider  it  not  only  just  to  give  the  inhabitants  of  the 
outlying  districts  of  the  city  easier  access  to  the  advantages  of 
the  Library,  but  that  a  wise  public  policy  demands  it  also,  for 
certainly  the  suburban  citizen  needs  the  education  requisite  for 
good  citizenship  as  much  as  the  dweller  near  the  heart  of  the 
city." 
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Mr.  Edward  I.  Comins,  President  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1894,  wrote  in  bis  annual  report : — 

**In  accordance  witb  views  expressed  in  previous  reports  of 
ibis  Board,  wo  believe  tbat,  at  a  comparatively  small  additional 
expense,  tbe  benefits  of  tbe  circulating  department  of  tbe 
Library  can  be  largely  increased  in  the  suburban  districts  by 
establishing  delivery  stations. 

"  Good  books  exert  a  power  for  good,  and  can  money  be 
better  expended  than  by  placing  them  within  easy  reach  of  all 
our  citizens?" 

Reverend  Dr.  Almon  Gunnison,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  since  January,  1895,  wrote  in  bis  annual  report  to  the 
City  Government  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1895  : 


*'The  wisdom  of  establishing  delivery  stations  in  the  various 
suburbs  of  the  city  has  been  demonstrated  by  the  Greendale 
enterprise. 

"  At  a  very  small  expense  the  library  is  carried  to  the  doors 
of  the  people,  the  result  being  a  vastly  increased  use.  Other 
suburbs  offer  equal  opportunities  and  the  Directors  would  be 
glad  to  see  these  distributing  agencies  established  throughout 
onr  city." 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  gifts  is  appended  to  this  report. 

Wo  wish  to  extend  hearty  thanks  to  the  friends  who  have  so 
kindly  remembered  us. 

Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  libraries  of  Harvard  and  Co- 
lumbia Universities  and  of  the  Surgeon-General's  OflSce,  Wash- 
ington ;  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Library,  to  the  Boston 
Public  Library,  and  to  the  Boston  Athenaeum  for  their  kind- 
ness in  the  past  year  (some  of  them  for  several  previous  years) , 
in  lending  to  us  many  books  for  the  useof  citizens  of  Worcester. 
Numerous  other  institutions  have  been  equally  kind,  but  we 
have  not  had  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  kindness  so  often  as  in 
the  cases  of  the  institutions  mentioned  by  name. 

Following  is  my  account  for  money  received  for  fines,  etc., 
with  the  signatures  of  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee 
appended : 
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City  or  Worcbstbr, 
Frkr  Pubuc  Librart,  December  18,  1897. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel  S.  Green, 
Librarian,  from  December  1,  1896,  the  date  of  the  last  settlement,  and  find 
that  it  stands  as  follows : — 

Cash  balance  in  Librarian's  hands  December  1, 1896, 

Received  for  fines. 

Received  from  sales  of  copies  of  the  printed  catalogues 

and  lists  of  additions. 
Received  for  books  injured  or  lost. 
Received  as  deposits. 
Miscellaneous  receipts. 


Deposits,  returned, 

Paid  to  J.  F.  Howell,  Esq.,  City  Auditor, 


Balance  in  Librarian's  hands  December  1,  1897, 


$1,564  77 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY,  )      i/.«^.^.  ^z-  ,h. 

LYMAN  A    ELY  >     ^^^oers  of  the 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON.  \  J^nanct  CommlUee. 


$654  80 

708  89 

59  88 

18  80 

11  00 

107  95 

$1,554  77 

$  9  00 

764  98 

$778  98 

$780  84 

RECEIPTS   AND  EXPENDITURES. 


RECEIPTS. 


Municipal  appropriation, 
Income  ttom  invested  funds : — 
Green  Library  Fund, 
Reading-room  Fund, 


Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

Receipts  fh>m  fines, 

Receipts  from  sale  of  catalogues, 

Payments  for  missing  or  damaged  books. 

Sundries, 


$26,600  00 

$1,118  22 

461 

20 

$1,574  42 

$5,576  17 

708  89 

59  88 

18  80 

109  95 

$84,642  06 
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Cash  on  hand  at  last  report : — 
MaDicipal  appropriation, 
Green  Library  Fand, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc.. 
Reading-room  Fund, 


$       1  69 

2,359  29 

654  80 

467  07 

$3,482  85 

d88,124  41 

EXPENDITURES. 

BOOK  ACCOUNT. 

Books : — 

Green  Library  Fnnd, 

$2,297  76 

City  appropriation. 

9,851 

44 

$11,649  20 

Periodicals : — 

City  appropriation, 

9451 

85 

Reading-room  Fand, 

915 

78 

$1,867  63 

Binding, 

$1,718  40 

BUILDING  ACCOUNT. 

Repairs  and  additions,  furniture  and  flxtures, 

$2,50(;  72 

Insurance, 

2(;0  20 

Fuel, 

782  26 

Lights, 

1,148  87 

SALARY  ACCOUNT. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors), 

$10,071  43 

Cataloguing, 

1,518  82 

Extra  service, 

3,046  77 

SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogue, 

$144  00 

Blanks  and  stationery. 

310  88 

Postage, 

ir>4  84 

Sundries : — 

Water  for  elevattjrs,  etc.. 

$882  50 

Priming  annual  report. 

68  87 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  minor 

runuing  expenses,  etc.. 

428  96 

$825  88 
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Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1897  :^ 

Green  Library  Fand,  $1»174  75 

Reading-room  Fund,  662  49 

Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,      780  84 
Balance  of  city  appropriation,  17  03 


«2,635  11 


^38,124  41 


ACCESSIONS. 

Increasu  of  volumes  by  purchase : — 

Green  Library,  598 

Intermediate  department,  1,853 

Circulating  department,  2,792 


Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts : — 

Intermediate  department,  397 

Circulating  department,  67 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals : — 

Green  Library,  1 

Intermediate  department,  495 

Circulating  department,  45 


Number  of  volumes  withdravirn  since  last  report:— 

Intermediate  department,  21 

Circulating  department,  360 


381 


Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report : — 

Circulating  department,  40 


5,243 


464 


541 

Increase  by  placing  unbound  volumes  in  the  library: — 

Intermediate  department,  8 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report : — 

Circulating  department,  6 


6,257 


421 


Net  increase  for  the  year,  5,886 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported  :— 

Green  Library,  21,138 

Intermediate  department,  33,5 1 7 

Circulating  department,  50,804 


108,489 


Total  namber  of  volumes  in  the  library,  114,885 
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iDcrease  of  pamphlets  by  purchase : — 
Intermediate  department, 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts : — 
Intermediate  department, 

Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for :~ 
Reading-room  fund  and  City  funds. 
Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  Reading-room 

Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for : — 
Reading-room  ftmd  and  City  ftiuds, 
Green  Library  fund. 
Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  Reading-room, 


67 


351 


408 


143 

40 


183 


281 
1 
28 
—  310 


CIRCULATION. 


Number  of  days  the  Circulating  department  was  open. 

Number  of  days  the  Reference  department  was  open, 

Number  of  days  the  lower  Reading-room  was  open. 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use. 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use. 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference), 
(Circulating  department,  686 ;  Reference  department,  385) 

Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  February  13, 

(Largest  in  Circulating  department,  February  18,  1,455;  in  Refer- 
ence department,  January  9,  623) 

Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference)  July  22, 
(Smallest  in  Circulating  department,  January  28,  199 ;  in  Refer- 
ence department,  August  20,  41) 

Number  of  books  lo.^t  and  paid  for : 
Circulating  department. 

Number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for : 
Circulating  department, 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn. 

Number  of  notices  to  delinquents. 

Number  of  volumes  bound. 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year. 

Total  number  of  names  registered  (a  new  registry  made 
November  1,  1889), 


306 

365 

365 

210,045 

*102,456 

1,021 

1,862 


861 


28 

17 

360 

9,146 

3,590 

2,473 

25,255 


*  Of  this  number,  24,702  shows  the  use  of  portfolios  and  volumes  in  the  art 
exhibitions. 
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SUNDAY  USE. 

The  ReadiDg-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  p.  ni. 
Narober  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  2,574 

Nnmber  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  G,836 


Total  number  of  persons,  8,910 

Average  number  of  persons,  171 

Largest  Sunday  attendance,  November  28,  283 

Smallest  Sunday  attendance,  July  4,  49 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  (for  use  within  the  building;,  2,416 

Average  number  of  volumes  delivered  per  Sunday,  46 

HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  Reading-room  is  open  ftrom  9  a.  m.  to  9.80  p.  m. 

The  lower  room  is  open  fh>m  8  a.  m.  to  9.80  p.  m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  916 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  I,36i 


Total  nnmber,  2,277 

Average  nnmber  of  persons,  325 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  703 

Smallest  attendance,  July  5,  113 

Nnmber  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  640 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  91 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian. 
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Agullar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York  City, 

Allen,  Walter,  New  Haven  Conn,,  1  sheet, 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 

American  Conference  on  International  Arbitration,  Committee  of, 

American  Forestry  Association,  Washington,  D.  C, 

American  Home  Artillery  Company  of  Massachusetts,  Boston,  Mass., 

American  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  III,, 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers, 

American  Library  Association, 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City, 

American  Oriental  Society, 

American  Philatelic  Association,  Chicago,  III., 

American  Type  Founders  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

American  Unitarian  Association, 

Amherst  College,  Amtmst,  Mass., 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass., 

Anonymous,  1  newspaper,  2  boards,  2  plates,  1  broadside,  1  manuscript 

Apprentices*  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

BaiUie's  Institution  Free  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 

Balch,  Thomas  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Barre,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Barrow-in-Furness,  Free  Public  Library, 

Barrows,  S.  J.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Bath;  England,  Mayor, 

Biblioteca  Nazlonale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy, 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass., 

Bird,  Mrs.  Anna  C,  Walpole,  Mass.,  17  newspapers, 

Bird,  Charles  S.  and  Sisters,  East  Walpole,  Mass., 

Birmingham,  England,  Free  Libraries  Committee, 

Birney,  Wm.,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  Eng., 

Boston,  City  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 

School  Committee, 
Boston  Associated  Charities, 

Boston  Citizens'  Committee,  Municipal  Ownership  of  Street  Rail- 
ways, 2  sheets, 
Boston  Merchants'  Association, 
Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
Boston  University, 

Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union. 
Bostonian  Society, 
Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me., 
Brad  lee,  Bev.  C.  D.,  Family  of, 

Bradley,  Mrs.  Harriet  E.,  in  memory  of  Osgood  Bradley, 
Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
Brighton  Public  Library,  Brighton,  Eng., 
Broolcline  Public  Library,  Brookline,  Mass., 
Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Brown  University,  Providence,  B.  I., 
BuflTalo,  N.  Y.,  City  Clerk, 

Public  Library, 
Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit,  Mich., 


I 
1 
I 

2 

5 
1 


3 


11 
1 

1 

4 

2 


4 

1 


3 
3 

4 

1 

1 
9 


8 
1 
1 
U 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
26 
1 


1 
1 
3 
1 


I 
3 


1 
3 


1 
1 
I 
1 
1 

1 
1 


FHEE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


19 


GIVERS. 


1  manuscript, 
1  calendar,  1  print, 


Cambridge,  Mass,,  Pablic  Library, 

Cambridge  Charch  Library  Association,  Cambridge,  Mass,, 

Canfleld,  Miss  P.  W.  8.,  5  photographs, 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Free  Libraries, 

Castor,  T.  H.  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Catholic  University  of  America,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Chamberlin,  Mrs,  A.  E.,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Chandler,  Seth  C,  Cambridge,  Mass,, 

Chandler,  Wm.  £., 

Chicago,  m.,  Civil  Service  Commission, 

Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York  City, 

Clark  University,  Worcester, 

Clement,  D.  Alfred,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Clerkenwell  Public  Library,  London,  Eng,, 

Cogswell,  Miss  M.  L.  T.,  • 

Colby  University,  Waterville,  Me,, 

College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Worcester, 

Columbia  University,  New  York  City, 

Columbia  University  Library,  New  York  City, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  School  Library, 

Concord  Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass,, 

Concord,  N.  H,,  Public  Library, 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society, 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven,  Conn,, 

Cornell  University  Library,  Ithaca,  N,  Y., 

Cummings,  Miss  Sarah, 

Curtis  and  Cameron,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Dante  Society,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N,H., 

Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass,, 

Davis,  Horace,  San  Francisco,  Cat,, 

Davis,  W.  A.,  Fitchburg,  Mass., 

Deats,  H.  E.,  Flemington,  N,  J,, 

Dempsey,  Henry  L.,  StUlwater,  B.  I., 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 

Doe,  Charles  H., 

Drew  Allis  Company, 

Drexel,  George  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Earle,  Miss  S.  F., 

Edwards,  Miss  E.  M.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Bates  &  Lanriat,  Boston,  Mass., 

Evanston  Free  Public  Library,  Evanston,  III., 

Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III,, 

Fitchburg,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt., 

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass,, 

Fowler,  Charles  N.,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Francis,  George  E., 

Friends'  Book  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

FriendB'  Free  Library  and  Beading  Room,  GermanUAon,  Pa., 


1  folded  sheet. 


10  cards,  1  broadside. 


1  photograph, 
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Garver,  Aastin  S.,  I 

General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady t  N,  T,,  I 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  City,  2 

Georgetown  University,  Washington^  Z>.  (7., 

Gill,  James  D-.,  Springfield^  Mass,,  1 

Glovers vlUe  Free  Library,  Qloversville,  i\r.  F.,  I 

Goodnow,  E.  A.,  '     1 

Gonld,  Miss  H.  M.,  Irvington,  N,  T.,  !     1 

Gould,  Rev.  Mark,  1 

Great  Yarmouth,  Eng,,  Free  Libraries, 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City,  1 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass.,  3 

Green,  Samnel  8.,  1  leaflet,     '    2 

Hall,  G.  Stanlev, 

Hall,  ilfiM  Julina  0.,  Washington,  D.C., 

Hampton  Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute,  Hampton,  Va., 

Harlow,  George  H., 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Board  of  Trade, 

Hartford  Courant  Company,  Hartford,  Conn., 

Hartford  Public  Library,  Hartford,  Conn., 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company,  Hartford, 

Conn., 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn., 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Hathaway,  Samuel,  Enfield,  Conn., 
Hawaii  Foreign  Office  Department, 
Hayes,  John  S.,  Somerville,  Mass., 
Hazen,  Henry  A.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Henderson,  ifrs.  Eliza  E.,  North  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Highland  Military  Academy,  Worcester, 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Hoar,  George  F., 
Hodge,  Clifton  F., 
Hopedale  Public  Library, 

Houghton,  H.  0.,  Children  of,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Houghton,  Mifflin  and  Company,  Boston,  Mass., 
Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Orleans,  La., 
Hoyt,  A.  H.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Huling,  Ray  Greene,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Illinois  Anti- Vivisection  Society,  2  leaflets, 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  3 

Irish  National  Federation  of  America,  New  York  City, 
Jameson,  J.  Franklin,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  III.,  2  folded  sheets, 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md.,  1 

Kimball,  Frederic,  6 

Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library, 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Leicester,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal.,  1 

Leominster  Public  Library, 
Lincoln  Public  Library,  Lincoln,  Eng., 
Lindsay,  Walter  M.,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 
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Liverpool,  i?n(^M  Free  Public  Libraries, 

London,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 

Los  Angeles,  CaLt  Public  Library, 

Lowell,  Mass.,  City  Library, 

Lynn,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

McCormick  Harvesting  Machine  Co.,  Chicago,  HI,, 

Maiden  Public  Library, 

Manchester,  Eng,,  Public  Free  Libraries, 

Manchester,  JH.  H,,  City  Library, 

Marlboro,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Massachusetts,  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Free  Public  Library  Commission, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

State  Library, 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,  Mass,, 

State  Normal  School,  Worcester, 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass,, 
Massachusetts  Institute  o/  Technology,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Melrose,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 
Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York  City, 
Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 
Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich., 
Milne,  J.  M.,  Washington,  0, 
Milwaukee,  Wis,,  Public  Library, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Library, 
Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St,  Paul,  Minn,, 
MorisoD,  Pa.,  Bl- Centennial  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
Morse,  £.  S.,  Salem,  Mass., 
Morse,  W.  H.,  Jr,, 
Morse  Institute,  Natick,  Mass., 
Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass,, 
Mower,  Ephraim, 
Munn  ft  Co.,  New  York  City, 

Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology,  Cambridge,  Mass,, 
National  Civil  Service  Reform  League, 
National  Educational  Association  of  the  U.  S., 
New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 

New  England  Historic  Qeuealogical  Society,  Boston,  Mass.^ 
New  Hampshire,  Board  of  Library  Commissioners, 
New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N,  H,, 
New  Haven,  Conn,,  Free  Public  Library, 
New  Jersey  State  Library,  Trenton,  N.  J., 
New  York  Farmers'  Society,  New  York  City, 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  New  York  City, 
New  York  Public  Library, 
New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N,  Y, 
Newark,  N.  J,,  Free  Public  Library, 
Newton,  Mass,,  Free  Library, 
Norrenberg,  Dr.  C,  Kiel,  Prussia, 
North  Carolina,  State  Board  of  Agriculture, 
Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn,, 
Oxford  Free  Pablic  Library, 
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Parker,  Bdmand  L., 

ParaoDS,  J.  Russell,  Mills,  and  oth«ri,  Chicago,  III-, 

PaMrson,  y.  ./.,Free  Public  Library, 

FeabocI;  Institute,  Balllmore,,  .Vd., 

Peabod;  Instltote,  Dantert,  Mau., 

Peabody  InaMate,J'eabody,  Mau., 

Peck,  Charles  H.,  Stale  Botanist  of  New  York,  Albany,  y.  T., 

Perkins  Inatituiloii  nad  Hasaacfaueettg  School  for  tbe  Blind, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Library, 

Phillips  Exeter  Academy, 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Polytechnic  Society  of  KcDtuclcy,  LoaitiritU,  Kf., 

Portland,  Me..  Pabllc  Library, 

Poaghkeepale,  JV.  T.,  City  Library, 

Pratt,  Franklin  8.,  and  Charles  II.,  Boilon,  Mass., 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  If.  Y.. 

Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J., 

Providence.  S.  I.,  City  Engineer, 

City  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 
Providence  Athenienm,  JVo»(d«nc«,  B.  I., 

Publishers  of  Tbe  PfalllBtlne,  1  folded  sheet, 

Pntnam,  J.  J., 

Puttlck  and  Slnipaoii,  iMtidon,  Eng., 
Qaaritch,  Bernard,  London.  Eng., 
Redwood  Library  and  AthenBom,  Newport,  B.  I., 
Klce,  Hrs.,V/iD.W., 
RobblDS  Library  Arlington,  Mau., 
Roy,  J.  Arthar, 

St.  Oeorge's  Public  Library,  London,  Eng., 
St.  -Giles  Public  Library,  London,  Eng., 
St,  ,K>aeph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Public  Library, 

St.  Lculs  Mercautlle  Library  Association,  St.  Louit,  Mo., 
St.  Matthew's  Episcopal  Church,  Worcester,  Mau., 
St.  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Salem  Public  Library,  Salem,  Mau., 
Sao  Francisco  Free  Public  Library. 
Sanford,  George  L., 

ScraniOD  Public  Library.  Seranton,  Pa., 
Seattle  Public  Library,  Seattle,  WMhirtgton, 
Sheldon,  W  L.,  St.  Lv«U,  Mo., 
Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn., 
Smiley,  Albert  K.,  Lake  Mohonk,  W.  T.. 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mau., 
Smithsonian  Institution,  fVashington,  D.  C., 
Society  of  American  Artists,  JVeic  York  City, 
Society  to  Encourage  Studies  at  Home,  Sotlon,  Mau., 
Somervllle,  Mau.,  Public  Library. 
Sotberan  &  Co.,  London,  Eng., 
Sonthbrldge  Public  Library,  South'iriilge,  Mau., 
Spragne,  Augustus  B.  R., 
SprlDgfleld,  Ma$».,  City  Library  Association, 
Staples,  Jtfrs.  Mary  C, 
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Steinert,  M.  &  Sons,  PTorce^ter, 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  London,  Eng., 

Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Pablic  Library,  Olasgow,  Scotland, 

Stokes,  Anson  Phelps,  New  York  City, 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Pablic  Library, 

Telegram  Newspaper  Company, 

Thomas,  Douglas  H.,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Thomas  Crane  Pablic  Library,  Quincy,  Mass., 

Throop,  Miss  Anne,  New  York  City, 

Thurston,  Lorrin  A., 

Tokyo  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan, 

Toronto  Public  Library,  Toronto,  Canada, 

Trumbull,  Miss  Susan, 

Tucker,  Mrs.  Sarah  D., 

Tufts  College,  Me^ord,  Mass., 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass., 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Education, 

Civil  Service  Commission, 

Commission  on  Boundary, 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  Labor, 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Department  of  State, 

Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Department  of  War, 

Fish  Commission, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Superintendent  of  Documents, 

Venezuelan  Boundary  Commission, 
University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal., 
University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III., 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
University  of  State  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
University  of  Vermont,  Burlington,  Vt., 
University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  Va., 
Updike,  Daniel  B.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Uxbridge  Public  Library, 
Walker,  Albert  H.,  Hartford,  Conn., 
Walker,  E.  L., 
Walker,  Joseph  H., 
Wall,  Caleb  A., 

Washington  Library  Association, 
Watertown,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Whymper,  Edward,  London,  Eng., 
Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del., 
Winchester,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Winsor,  Justin,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Boston,  Mass., 
Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis., 
Woburn  Public  Library,  Wohum,  Mass., 
Woman's  Club,  Worcester, 
Woodbury,  John  P.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Woodbury  Joseph  C.,  Boston,  Mass., 
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Woodbary,  Mrs.  J.  C,  BoHon,  Mass., 

1 

Worcester,  City  Hospital, 

1 

Parks  Commission, 

1 

SaperinteDdent  of  Scliools, 

2 

Worcester  Academy, 

1 

Worcester  Boys'  Clab, 

1 

Worcester  Civic  Clab, 

1 

Worcester  Coanty  Masical  Association, 

1 

6 

Worcester  National  Bank, 

1 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 

2 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Instltate,  Class  of  1897, 

1 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 

4 

Wyman,  Horace, 

1 

Tale  University,  New  Havens  Conn., 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  New 

2 

1 

York  CfUy, 

1 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Worcester, 

4 

0 

464 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMIHEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 

of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Worcester : 

Meetings  of  this  Committee  have  been  held  monthly  during 
the  past  year  as  usual,  and  all  matters  presented  have  received 
careful  consideration.  The  list  of  books  proposed  for  purchase 
each  month  has  been  carefully  scrutinized  and  has  usually  met 
the  approval  of  the  entire  Committee.  Many  very  valuable 
books  have  been  purchased,  and  residents  of  our  city  are  to  be 
congratulated  upon  having  free  access  to  one  of  the  best  select- 
ed treasuries  of  knowledge  in  this  country.  In  proportion  to 
the  money  expended  ours  is  without  question  one  of  the  most 
useful  libraries  for  work  and  reference  in  existence.  We  hope 
for,  and  expect,  in  the  coming  year  the  same  prosperity  and 
harmony  in  each  department  of  this  noble  institution — one  of 
which  any  city  ought  to  be  proud.  Ample  funds  for  its  liberal 
maintenance  ought  to  be  cheerfully  appropriated  by  the  City 
Council  and  will  be  confidently  expected. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  O.  MARBLE, 
CHAS.  A.  PEABODY, 
G.  STANLEY  HALL, 
T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 
E.  J.  RUSSELL, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING-ROOM. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Diredoi^s : 

This  Committee  has  in  charge  the  great  reading-room  for 
newspapers  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  new  library  building,  the 
reading-room  for  reviews,  magazines,  literary,  scientific,  tech- 
nical and  other  kinds  of  periodicals,  and  the  ladies'  reading- 
room. 

In  administering  its  trust  it  has  aimed  to  see  to  it  that  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Directors  were  carefully 
observed,  and  that  the  rooms  were  kept  comfoHable  for  readers 
and  well  supplied  with  desirable  papers  and  other  periodicals. 
493  periodicals  are  now  taken  by  the  library  and  all  of  these  are 
accessible  to  the  public. 

It  is  proposed  to  cut  down  the  racks  used  for  newspapers  in 
the  lower  reading-room,  in  order  to  remove  an  obstruction  to 
the  distribution  of  light,  and  to  tint  the  ceiling  and  walls  afresh. 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  reading-rooms  have  been  so 
supplied  and  cared  for  as  to  give  perfect  satisfaction  to  their 
users. 

The  librarian  is  always  ready  to  give  careful  attention  to  any 
wishes  regarding  the  rooms  which  individuals  may  express,  and 
to  bring  before  the  Committee  requests  that  may  be  made  for 
additions  to  the  list  of  periodicals  taken  by  the  library. 

The  Committee  extends  hearty  thanks,  in  behalf  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  to  all  persons  who  have  made  presents  to  the  read- 
ing-rooms. 
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A  list  of  givers  and  gifts  is  appended  to  this  report.  In  the 
appendix  and  report  of  the  librarian  details  may  be  found  which 
it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  incorporate  in  the  text  of 
this  report. 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
EDMUND  L.  PARKER, 
FRANCIS  P.  MoKEON, 

Committee  on  the  Reading-room. 
December  28,  1897. 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Brooklyn  daily  eagle. 
New  York  press. 
Pabllc  ledger. 


Spirit  of  '76. 

Street  railway  Journal. 

Weekly  telegraph. 


PUBLICATIONS  DISCONTINUED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Home  and  country. 


Physical  edacation. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 


American, 

American  Catholic  news, 

American  citizen, 

American  electrician, 

^American  gardening, 

American  gas  light  journal, 

American  homes, 

American  Jewess, 

American  Journal  of  palmistry, 

American  missionary^ 

Aroerika  og  Norden, 

Aroerikanische  Turnzeitung, 

Arbetarens  V&n, 

Baptist  missionary  magazine, 

Ber row's  Worcester  journal. 

Bulletin  of  the  National  Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
^Catholic  school  and  home  magazine, 
^Catholic  union  and  times, 
Catholic  university  chronicle, 
Christian  register, 
Christian  science  Journal, 
Congressional  record, 
Conservator, 
Converted  Catholic, 
C.  T.  C.  monthly  gazette. 
Democrat  leader. 
Draper's  record. 
Dry  goods  economist. 
Engineering, 
*L'Esperance, 
Evesham  Journal, 
Fashions, 
Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel. 


Publishers. 

Catholic  Truth  Society. 

American  Patriotic  Association. 

Publishers. 

Anonymus. 

G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 

American  Homes  Publishing  Co. 

American  Jewess  Publishing  Co. 

Publisher. 

American  Missionary  Association. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Arbetaren  Publishing  Co. 

F.  A.  Gaskill. 

Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Association. 

Thomas  J.  Conaty. 

Thomas  J.  Conaty. 

Catholic  University. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  science  society. 

J.  H.  Walker. 

Publishers. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Dennie. 

GfE.  Francis. 

Pnblisliers. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Denholm,  McKay  &  Co. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co. 
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Freeportjoanial, 

Good  government, 

Home  missionary, 

'^Kosmopolan, 

Land  of  sunshine, 

L  A.  W.  bulletio  and  Good  roads. 

Locomotive, 

*rx>comotive  engineers  Journal, 

*  Messenger, 
Microscope, 
M  Id-weekly, 
Missionary  tierald, 
Musical  times. 

New  England  Staaten  Zeitang, 

"^ North-western  chronicle, 

Nya  Osterns  Weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 

Office, 
♦Open'court, 
L'Oplnion  publlque, 
Our  dumb  animals, 

*  Pacific  northwest. 
People,  The 

Positivist  review, 

"^ Proportional  representative  review, 

♦Public  ledger. 

Purple, 

Quarterly  book  review, 

Reveil,  Le, 

Revue  mensuelle  du  touring-club  de 

France, 
Saint  Andrew's  cross. 
Shorthand  educator, 
Skandinavia, 
♦Soleil,  Le, 
Sound  currency, 
Southern  workman, 
♦Spirit  of  76, 

Superior  leader, 

Temple, 

Tennessee  university  magazine, 

Textile  world. 

Travel, 

♦True  witness  and  Catholic  chronicle, 


G.  A.  Ladd. 
Good  Government. 
Publishers. 

F.  L.  Hutchins. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Worcester  Division,  Brotherhood  of 

Locomotive  Engineers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Miss  J.  E.  Tyler. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Thomas  J.  Conaty. 
A.  Olofbon. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

State  Central  Committee,  Social  Labor 

Party. 
Edward  S.  Beesly,  Editor. 
Anonymus. 
Publishers. 
Holy  Cross  College. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

G.  E.  Francis. 

Chapter  67,  Brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Miss  E.  B.  Martin. 

Publishers. 

Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfield. 

Massachusetts  Society    Sons    of    the 

American  Revolution. 
Land  and  River  Improvement  Co. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Henry  S.  Lunn. 
Thomas  J.  Conaty. 
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Tnftonlan, 
Tufts  weekly, 
Union  signal, 
Unlversalist  leader, 
♦Waterbury, 
Worcester  daily  spy, 
Worcester  evenin*;  gazette, 
♦Worcester  labor. 
World's  crisis, 
Zion's  herald, 


Tnfts  College. 

Tnfts  College. 

Anonymous. 

Universalist  PablishiDg  House. 

Waterbnry  Watch  Co. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Worcester  Seat  or  the  Socialists*  Party. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 


^Discontinued. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors : — 

A  year  ago,  at  the  request  of  this  Committee,  the  Board  of 
Directors  asked  the  City  Government  for  an  appropriation  of 
$2,630,  to  be  used  for  shelving  and  other  work  in  the  upper 
and  lower  stack-rooms  of  the  new  building. 

Sixteen  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated.  This  money  has 
been  used  in  paying  for  an  iron  floor  and  shelving  in  the  upper 
stack-room. 

It  has  been  determined  to  ask  for  $471,  to  be  used  the  current 
year  for  finishing  the  shelving  and  providing  gas  and  electric 
light  fixtures  in  that  room,  leaving  to  be  done  later  the  rest  of  the 
work  contemplated  in  asking  for  $2,630  last  year. 

The  two  Library  buildings  have  been  kept  in  good  repair. 

The  roof  of  the  old  building  was  repaired  last  summer,  but 
will  have  to  be  more  thoroughly  attended  to  before  long.  The 
woodwork  of  the  portico  and  balconies  on  the  front  of  the  old 
building  has  been  put  in  good  order  the  past  year,  and  all  of 
the  woodwork  of  the  old  building  and  that  on  the  sides  and 
back  of  the  new  building  has  been  painted. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  paint  the  woodwork  on  the  front  of  the 
new  building  the  present  year. 

The  buildings  have  been  carefully  examined  inside  and  out- 
side, and  estimates  have  been  procured  for  doing  the  work 
necessary  to  keep  them  in  repair,  which  must  be  done  this  year. 
It  has  been  found  that  $986  will  be  required.     That  sum  has 
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been  put  into  the  estimates  which  have  just  been  presented  to 
the  City  Government. 

One  hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  coal  will  be  needed.  It  is 
thought  that  the  amount  spent  for  gas  and  electric  lighting  the 
pa^  year  will  answer  for  the  current  year. 

The  Committee  aims  to  keep  expenditures  as  small  as  possi- 
ble and,  considering  the  extent  of  the  buildings  under  its  care 
and  the  fact  that  one  of  them  has  been  built  many  years,  it  be- 
lieves it  has  been  very  successful. 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON,  }V(mmUtee 
WEBSTER  THAYER,  }     on  the 

EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL,  )  Building. 

December  28,  1897. 


REPORT 


OP  THE 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : — 

The  Committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
City  appropriation  and  to  expenditures  therefrom,  and  to  the 
Green  Library  and  Librarian  Funds,  for  the  year  ending  Nov. 
30th,  1897. 

The  amount  of  the  City  appropriation  last  year  was  $26,600 ; 
the  amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund,  $5,576.17; 
from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $764.98;  balance  of  last 
year,  $1.69  ;    total,  $32,942.79. 

The  expenditures  were  $32,925.76,  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  $17.03. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  Library  Fund  is  now  $48,001.01. 
One-fourth  part  of  the  income,  $525.59,  has  been  added  to  it 
during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will  of 
Dr.  Green  ;  $500.00  additional  has  been  transferred  from  income 
to  the  investment  account. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian  Fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  Fund  amounts  to  $20,000.00, 
is  now  $4,344.35,  counting  30  shares  of  Central  National  Bank 
stock  at  par. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library  and  Librarian  Funds, 
in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer,  have  been  examined  and 
found  to  correspond  with  the  schedule,  and  the  Treasurer's  ac- 
count has  been  audited  and  found  to  be  correct.  The  Committee 
3 
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has  also  examined  and  approved  the  accounts  of  the  Librarian 
and  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Reading-room  Fund. 

It  is  made  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Directors,  by  the  City 
Ordinance  as  recently  revised,  to  keep  ^Hhe  building  and  books 
insured." 

The  rules  of  the  Board  of  Directors  require  that  the  Finance 
Committee  *^  shall  see  that  the  property  in  the  care  of  the 
Board  is  at  all  times  well  insured." 

At  least  $20,000.00  of  insurance  should  be  added  to  the 
amount  now  placed  upon  the  books. 

GEO.  0.  WHITNEY,  )  Member's 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON,  i  of  the 

LYMAN  A.  ELY,  }  Finance  Committee. 

Worcester,  December  28th,  1897. 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 


Financial  Statement  for  the  year  ending  November  30^  1897. 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  previous  year,  9        1  69 

City  appropriation,  86,600  00 

Dog  money,  6,676  17 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.,  764  98 


982,942  79 


EXPENDITURES. 
Binding,  $1,718  40 


Printing  lists  of  additions. 

144  00 

Other  printing  and  charging  slips, 

241  77 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 

postage,  re- 

moving  ashes,  street  sprinkling,  and  minor  run- 

ning expenses. 

498  80 

Covering  paper  and  stationery. 

• 

85  27 

Postal  cards,  for  notices  to  delinquents, 

90  00 

Cards,  for  cataloguing. 

47  16 

Ordinary  repairs,  Airniture,  brushes,  etc.. 

906  72 

Coal  and  wood. 

782  26 

Electric  light. 

862  04 

Oas, 

781  88 

Water, 

882  60 

Salaries  of  assistants, 

6,718  02 

Salary  of  Librarian, 

8,600  00 

Wages  of  janitor,  and  janitor's  work  done  by  the  hour. 

1,608  41 

Service  by  hour,  and  elevator  boy, 

8,046  77 

Cataloguing, 

768  82 

Insurance, 

260  20 

Reading-room, 

650  00 

Shelving  in  stack, 

1,600  00 

Books, 

- 

9,808  29 

t82,926  76 

Balance  unexpended. 

17  08 

982,942  79 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER 


OP  THB 


READING-ROOM  FUND. 


WoRCBSTBR,  December  1,  1897. 

Bdmund  L.  Parkbr,  Treasurer,  io  accoant  with  the  Reading-Room  Fund 
of  the  Free  Pablic  Library. 


Dr. 


Cash  balance  on  hand  December  1,  1896, 
"    from  Treasurer, 

**    Dividends  on  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock, 
*'  **         **  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock, 

**    Interest  from  Savings  Banks, 


$467  07 

660  00 

110  00 

56  00 

295  20 


♦1,678  27 


Cr. 


F.  A.  Easton,  $362  82 

Montagae  Marks,  8  26 

Longmans,  Oreen  &  Co.  8  60 

David  Williams,  76 

The  Dial,  2  00 

Engineering  Mechanics,  1  75 

Harvard  Lampoon,  2  26 

New  England  Homestead,  76 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  2  00 
Cambridge  Entomological  Club,   6  00 

F.  W.  Clement  &  Co.  1  60 

Stamps  and  Stationery,  6  00 

The  Free  Press  Ass'n,  1  00 

Popular  Science  News,  90 

The  Sanitarium,  4  00 

Edward  L.  Wilson,  2  60 
National  Railway  Publishing  Co.  4  60 

The  Denver  Republican,  6  00 

The  Art  Interchange  Co.  8  26 

The  Citizen,  76 

PubUc  Ledger,  6  00 


Spy  Publishing  Co.  22  00 

The  Gazette  Co.  9  00 

The  Harvard  Monthly,  2  00 
New  England  Historic  Oenea- 

logical  Society,  8  00 
American  Journal  of  Numis- 
matics, 2  00 
The  Yarmouth  Herald,  1  60 
The  Outing  Publishing  Co.  2  80 
Kasson  &  Palmer,  2  70 
I.  M.  Oothe,  62.10  Kroners,  14  59 
Oustav  E.  Stechert,  55  75 
The  Brunonlan,  2  50 
The  Cassler  Magazine  Co.  1  70 
Torrey  Botanical  Club,  2  00 
Street  Railway  Publishing  Co.  8  20 
F.  A.  Easton,  1  26 
The  Gaa^tte  Co.  18  00 
Henri  Oerard,  92 
I.  A.  McKeel,  60 
Qeo.  F.  Lasher,  2  00 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


39 


May  &  WiUiams,  £62.0.0,  254  28 

L.  J.  Demers  &  Frhre,  S  00 

The  BrnDonian,  2  00 

The  Harvard  Advocate,  2  50 

The  Harvard  Lampoon,  2  25 

KassoD  &  Palmer,  2  60 

E.  R.  Pelton,  4  00 

The  Electrical  Review,  2  00 

Forest  and  Stream  Pab.  Co.  4  00 

The  Forum  Pab.  Co.  8  00 

Harper  &  Bros.  3  00 

R.  R.  Bowker,  5  00 

J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.  2  00 

Musical  Courier  Co.  4  00 

New  England  Homestead,  75 

New  England  Magazine,  2  40 

International  News  Co.  I  12 

North  American  Review,  4  25 


The  Outlook  Co. 
Chas.  Scribner's  Sons, 
The  Sanitarium, 
The  Rudder  Pub.  Co. 
The  Review  of  Reviews, 
Fowler  &  Wells  Co. 
Scovill  &  Adams  Co. 
The  Century  Co. 
The  Cassier  Magazine  Co. 
David  Williams  Co. 
L.  S.  Foster, 
American  Engineer, 

D.  Appleton  &  Co. 
The  Art  Amateur, 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co. 

E.  H.  Hames  &  Co. 

The  Art  Interchange  Co. 
To  Balance, 


2  00 
8  80 
4  00 

1  75 

2  50 
75 

8  00 
6  00 
2  50 
75 
8  00 

1  50 
4  50 
8  25 
8  20 

2  00 
8  25 

662  49 

91,578  27 


The  Reading-Room  Fund  is  invested  as  follows  :— 
Deposited  in  Savings  Banks, 
Seven  shares  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.'s  stock. 
Eleven  shares  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.*s  stock. 


97,880  94 
1,475  50 
2,000  00 


$10,856  44 

EDMUND  L.  PARKER,  Treasurer. 

WoRCBSTKR,  Mass.,  December  1st,  1897. 


WoRCBSTBR,  Dec.  Ist,  1897. 
Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  and  the  securities  in  the 
possession  of  the  Treasurer. 

GEO.  C.  WHITNEY, 
LYMAN  A.  ELY, 

Members  of  Committee  on  Finance. 
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G.  STANLEY  HALL, 
THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL, 
LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
CHARLES  M.  THAYER, 
FRANK  B.  HALL, 


Term  Expibbs 

Dec. 

31. 

JOHN  0.  MARBLE, 

1899. 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 

1900. 

LL, 

EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL, 

1901. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 

1902. 
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1903. 
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1904. 
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TREASURER. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   BOARD  OF   DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Hon.  Rafvs  B.  Dodge,  Mayor^ 

And  the  City  Council  of  Worcester: 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  submit  their  thirty- 
ninth  annual  report. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  in  the  history  of  th(?  library 
by  the  establishment  of  delivery  stations  which  will  ultimately 
widely  extend  the  library's  use.  The  lines  of  its  work  have  been 
so  thoroughly  established  that  no  radicalinnovations  have  seemed 
wise.  The  buildings  are  in  good  repair,  and  the  administra- 
tion has  l)een  zealous  and  efficient. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reference 
department,  indicating  that  the  library  is  rapidly  becoming  the 
people's  study.  The  room  devoted  to  reference  work  is  usually 
thronged,  not  simply  by  professional  students,  but  by  children 
from  the  public  schools  and  by  representatives  of  every  class  of 
citizens.  A  very,  noticeable  and  gratifying  increase  of  students 
is  coming  from  the  artisan  class,  indicating  that  the  library  is 
aiding  in  practical  lines  of  industrial  advance. 

There  has  been  a  decreased  use  of  the  circulating  department; 
the  reason  is  obvious.  The  war  absorbed  attention  and  con- 
temporary events  enlisted  the  interest  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  given  to  history,  biography  and  romance.  The 
newspaper  usurped  the  place  of  the  book.  Since  the  coming 
back  of  normal  conditions  the  use  of  the  library  has  increased, 
and  the  latter  part  of  the  year  has  witnesssd  a  largely  extended 
use. 

The  two  dangers  of  public  libraries  are  tliose  of  regarding 
the  library  as  a  depository  of  books,  which  are  to  be  so  hedged 
with  barriers  as  to  make  their  use  difficult,  and  the  extension  of 
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the  collectiona  in  the  direction  of  mere  ephemeral  entertainment. 
These  dangers  have  been  guarded  against  with  utmost  care. 

The  reference  department  is  regarded  not  as  a  museum  for  the 
preservation  of  literary  treasures,  but  as  a  work-shop  furnishing 
tools  for  intellectual  work  ;  and  the  use  of  80,000  books  during 
the  past  year  demonstrates  the  wisdom  of  this  policy.  Not 
only  are  the  books  made  easy  of  access,  but  the  attendants  are 
the  helpers  of  those  seeking  information,  the  department  being 
in  the  largest  sense  a  bureau  of  information.  While  the  primary 
work  of  a  public  library  is  to  supply  a  demand,  its  legitimate 
function  is  also  to  create  a  need,  and  no  effort  has  been  spared  to 
cultivate  the  reading  habit  among  the  people.  In  the  circulat- 
ing department  not  only  are  the  new  books  put  upon  the  shelves 
where  they  c^n  be  seen  and  handled,  but  many  valuable  though 
comparatively  unknown  books  are  taken  from  the  library  and 
thus  introduced  to  the  people.  A  largely  increased  use  has  re- 
sulted. Our  library  was  the  first  one  to  put  into  practical 
operation  the  carrying  of  books  into  the  public  schools.  The 
heartiest  cooperation  exists  between  the  schools  and  the  library, 
and  the  children  are  not  only  taught  to  love  books,  but  how  to 
select  and  use  them.  The  system,  so  well  established  here, 
has  been  widely  copied  in  other  cities. 

Very  early  in  the  development  of  the  library  the  value  of 
pictures  in  supplementing  the  use  of  books  was  recognized, 
and  there  has  been  gathered  a  large  collection  of  pictures  illus- 
trative of  the  world's  art  and  of  its  mechanical  and  industrial 
advance.  Frequent  exhibitions  have  l)een  given  of  these 
treasures,  and  their  freest  use  has  been  encouraged.  The  library 
was  a  pioneer  in  this  direction  and  its  example  has  been  exten- 
sively adopted  by  other  libraries. 

A  year  ago  delivery  stations  were  established  as  centres  of 
distribution.  Success  has  justified  the  experiment.  Measures 
are  in  progress  for  making  the  people  more  acquainted  with  the 
facilities  that  have  been  provided  for  them. 

The  growth  of  the  library  has  made  imperative  need  of  more 
room.  The  circulating  department  has  reached  the  limit  of  its 
accommodations.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  fitting  up  the 
attic  of  the  old  building  and  bringing  it  into  use.  These  will  in- 
volve the  necessity  of  a  new  elevator  and   some  changes  at  an 
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estimated  expense  of  9915,  which  it  is   hoped   your  honorable 
board  will  grant. 

There  are  few  institutions  of  our  city  in  which  greater  pride 
can  be  taken  than  the  Free  Public  Library.  It  is  admirably 
located,  well  housed,  and  well  administered  by  a  librarian  and 
his  assistants,  who  serve  the  public  with  intelligence,  courtesy 
and  zeal.  The  collection  of  books  is  large  and  well  proportioned, 
and  the  library  has  enviable  reputation  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
great  libraries  of  the  country. 

It  has  justified  its  cost  in  the  repute  it  has  given  the  city,  and 
the  practical  service  it  has  rendered  to  all  its  people.  The 
generous  support  that  has  been  granted  to  it  by  the  various  city 
governments  testifies  to  the  intelligence  and  wise  public  spirit 
which  has  had  our  civic  administrations  in  charge. 

With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  there  should  be  a  corre- 
sponding enlargement  of  the  work  of  the  public  library.  Along 
no  other  lines  lie  greater  returns  for  generous  expenditure. 
The  quality  of  civic  life  is  improved  as  it  is  educated,  and  better 
homes  are  made  when  there  are  wiser  people  in  them.  There 
will  be  a  finer  touch  to  the  artisan's  hand  that  has  behind  it  an 
educated  brain,  and  the  industries  of  the  city  will  bring  larger 
returns  if  they  are  directed  by  intelligence.  The  Public  Library 
increases  not  only  the  moral,  but  the  material  assets  of  the  city, 
and  the  money  expended  in  its  support  is  not  lost,  but  is  capital 
put  to  largest  usury. 

The  Directors  will  endeavor  to  the  best  of  their  ability  to  ad- 
minister in  the  future  as  they  have  in  the  past  the  important 
trust  committed  to  their  hands. 

ALMON  GUNNISON, 

PresidenL 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  Reverend  Alnion  OunnhoUy  D,  D  ,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Direct  ors  : 

Following  is  the  thirty-ninth  annual  report  of  the  librarian  ; 
it  is  the  twenty-eighth  which  I  have  presented  : 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  library,  its  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by 
readers  and  students  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading- 
rooms  and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays  ;  and  record  such 
other  facta  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  the  custom  to  call 
attention  to. 

Very  considerable  additions  to  the  treasures  of  thought  and 
knowledge  contained  in  the  library  have  been  made  during  the 
past  year,  and  these  treasures  have  been  generously  and  widely 
distributed  from  the  central  building  as  usual,  and  for  the  first 
time  from  delivery  stations. 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  library  120,340  volumes,  divided  among  the  different 
departments  as  follows:  Green  Library,  24,832;  intermediate 
department,  39,651 ;  circulating  department,  66,857. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  95  volumes  in 
the  Green  Library,  3,377  in  the  intermediate  department,  and 
2,543  in  the  circulating  department,  or  6,015  volumes  in  all ; 
5,836  volumes  were  added  during  the  previous  year. 

Five  hundred  and  seventeen  papers  and  other  periodicals  are 
now  taken  by  the  library  ;  493  were  taken  the  year  before. 

There  has  been  a  large  use  of  the  library  during  the  past  year  ; 
306,687  volumes  represent  the  home  and  reference  uses  of  the 
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institution,  which  were  divided  as  follows  :  Home  use,  191,013  ; 
reference  use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sundays  and  holidays), 
112,761  ;  Sunday  use,  1,983  ;  holiday  use,  930.  Of  the  volumes 
given  out  in  the  circulating  department  last  year,  14,822  were 
taken  out  on  cards  which  teachers  may  use  wholly  for  their  own 
benefit  (but  which  in  fact  they  use  to  a  considerable  extent  in 
the  immediate  interests  of  their  pupils),  and  14,893  on  cards 
which  teachers  use  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  scholars. 

As  stated  last  year,  a  large  portion  of  the  books  taken  out  by 
teachers  for  themselves  and  scholars  are  taken  to  their  own  and 
the  children's  homes,  and  are  in  use  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  as 
well  as  during  the  five  days  of  the  school  week. 

The  school  use  is  not,  of  course,  nearly  the  whole  use  of  the 
library  by  children,  for,  in  addition  to  their  very  large  use  of 
books  in  making  investigations  in  the  library  building,  great 
numbers  use  their  parents'  cards  in  getting  books  to  take  home, 
and  4,896  volumes  were  given  out  last  year  on  blue  cards,  which 
are  given  out  to  children  under  fifteen  whose  parents  or  teachers 
desire  should  have  home  privileges.  The  books  given  out  on 
blue  cards  are  examined  by  attendants  in  the  library  before  they 
are  given  out  to  see  that  young  children,  so  far  as  possible,  get 
only  books  adapted  to  their  ages  and  capacities. 

As  appears  from  statements  quoted  from  earlier  reports  in 
the  last  report  of  this  library,  the  Board  of  Directors  had  been 
trying  for  several  years  to  bring  about  the  establishment  of 
delivery  stations.  The  city  government,  in  the  spring  of  last 
year,  saw  its  way  clear  to  yield  to  the  requests  of  the  board  and 
made  an  appropriation  of  $1500  for  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  eight  delivery  stations. 

Books  were  first  sent  to  these  stations  May  14. 

The  following  table  shows  how  many  volumes  have  been  sent 
to  them  during  every  calendar  month  from  the  date  of  opening 
to  November  30,  inclusive: — 
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12 
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551     52 
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Totals      . 

■266 

5331  51S   547 

467    803 

626  35611                              100 

The  whole  DDmber  of  volnmefi  Rent  to  all  the  statiODs  daring 
the  BIX  and  one-half  months  of  their  existence  has  been  3,561. 
The  largest  number  has  been  sent  to  Greendale.  The  remain- 
ing seven  stations,  pliiced  in  the  order  ol  the  number  of  books 
sent  to  theui,  are  Lake  View,  South  Worcester,  Qratton  square, 
QuiDsigamond,  Tatnuck,  New  Worcester  and  Belmont  street. 

The  largest  number  of  new  accounts  were  opened  at  Lake 
View  and  the  next  largest  at  Quinsigamond. 

The  names  and  sitnations  of  the  stations  are  as  follows: — 

Miss  Phtebe  Hamel,  with  Joseph  Hamel  &  Co.,  West  Boyls- 
ton  street,  Greendale. 

Eev.  William  A  Fobes,  B5  Cobnm  avenue,  Lake  View. 

Peter  B.  Moriarty,  580  Southbridge  street.  Sonth  Worcester. 

William  Alonzo  Barrows,  Wehster  sqnare.    New  Worcester. 

Charles  F.  Lybeck.  128  Belmont  street. 

James  A.  Manley,  173  Grafton  street. 

Anderson  Brothers,  882  Millhury  street,  Quinsigamond. 

Miss  E.  J.  Prentiss,  726  Pleasant  street,  Tatnuck. 

Christian  Nelson,  149  Belmont  street,  was  the  first  keeper  of 
the  Belmont  street  station.  He  moved  away  from  that  locality 
and  Mr.  Lyt>eck  was  appointed  keeper.  The  last  box  of  books 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Nelson  October  8,  and  the  first  box  to  Mr. 
Lybeck  December  10. 

The  delivery  stations  have  proved  their  usefnlnesB,   bnt  re- 


FREE  PUBLIC    LIBRARY.  9 

newed  efforts  are  now  making  to  call  attention  to  their  existence 
in  the  neighborhoods  in  which  they  are  placed,  in  the  belief  that 
many  more  persons  would  like  to  use  them  as  soon  as  they 
realize  what  privileges  are  offered  them. 

The  statements  here  made  show  that  the  Free  Public  Library 
is  doing  well  its  work  as  a  bureau  of  information,  as  a  resort 
for  study,  and  as  a  distributor  of  wholesome  and  instructive 
literature  among  the  young  and  the  mature  residents  of  Wor- 
cester. 

Ours  is  the  people's  library  and,  to  a  large  extent,  a  school 
and  higher  educational  institution  for  the  community  at  large. 
It  is  our  aim  to  help  in  so  far  as  possible  the  officers  and  stu- 
dents of  our  highest  educational  institutions  and  specialists  in 
the  city  in  pursuing  investigations.  They  will  all  say,  I  am 
sure,  that  a  very  large  amount  of  assistance  is  rendered  them. 

We  are  established  primarily,  however,  to  attend  to  the 
innumerable  wants  of  the  great  body  of  men  in  such  a  place  as 
Worcester,  who  are  making  investigations  and  seeking  knowl- 
edge, or  who  desire  rational  entertainment ;  to  pay  especial 
attention  to  popular  wants,  while  not  neglecting  profound 
investigators. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  while  the  almost  exclusive  atten- 
tion paid  to  news  regarding  the  war  with  Spain,  the  partial 
resumption  of  business  and  perhaps  some  other  conditions 
during  portions  of  the  past  year,  reduced  somewhat  the  amount 
of  popular  reading,  according  to  our  interpretation  of  the 
statistics  of  the  use  of  the  circulating  department  and  our 
knowledge  of  that  use,  there  has  been,  as  usually,  an  increase 
in  the  use  of  the  library  for  purposes  of  study,  within  the 
library  building. 

Good  use,  and  a  largely  increased  use,  has  been  made  during 
the  year  just  closed  of  our  extensive  and  valuable  pictorial 
illustrative  material.  Our  stores  have  been  drawn  upon  for 
frequent  examination  by  clubs,  classes  and  individual  students, 
and  two  elaborate  exhibitions  have  been  prepared  and  thrown 
open  to  the  general  public.  The  first  opened  February  4,  and 
was  given  in  connection  with  the  Worcester  Public  School  Art 
League.  That  body  had  spent  a  few  hundred  dollars  in  buying 
pictures  and  .  basso-rili^vos   to  be  used  in  decorating  school- 
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rooms,  and  it  was  thought  best  that  before  they  were  put  in 
position  they  should  be  exhibited  to  teachers  and  scholars  and 
to  the  general  public  as  au  entire  collection.  The  former  were 
enabled  to  make  up  their  minds  which  of  the  objects  of  art  they 
would  like  best  to  have  in  the  rooms  in  which  they  were  partic- 
ularly interested,  and  a  renewed  interest  in  the  work  of  (he 
league  was  awakened  in  the  latter.  The  library  added  to  the 
collection  a  large  number  of  photographs  and  prints  from  its 
own  treasures  which  it  was  thought  are  especially  desirable  for 
employment  in  the  decoration  of  school-rooms.  The  exhibition 
excited  intense  interest,  was  visited  by  large  numbers  of  the 
general  public,  and  gave  great  satisfaction  to  teachers  and 
pupils  of  the  public  schools.     It  closed  February  26. 

The  second  exhibition  was  open  from  April  6  to  May  7, 
inclusive.  It  consisted  of  scenes,  bi^ildings  and  interesting 
objects  in  Venice.  The  central  attraction  was  Ongania's  Basil- 
ica of  St.  Marc.  The  library  had  the  numerous  plates  which 
together  represent,  the  fa<jade,  put  together  and  mounted. 
The  effect  was  striking.  The  other  pictures  in  the  work  were 
placed  on  the  walls  of  the  art  galleries,  as  were  also  those  in  the 
following  and  other  works:  Ongania,  F.,  ** Streets  and  Canals  of 
Venice"  ;  Smith,  F.  Hopkinson,  **Venice  of  To  day  "  ;  Osvaldo, 
P.  P.  di,  ** Architecture  and  Sculpture  of  the  Renaissance  in 
Venice.'*  This  exhibition  gave  an  immense  amount  of  quiet 
enjoyment  to  a  very  large  number  of  visitors.  It  extended  over 
a  longer  period  than  the  earlier  one,  and  persons  coming  to  it 
could  enjoy  it  without  the  annoyance  of  the  rush  of  a  crowd 
which  is  apt  to  result  when  a  popular  display  is  kept  open  only 
a  few  days. 

It  is  unnecessary  tx)  speak  of  the  repairs  that  have  been  made 
in  the  library  buildings  the  past  year,  or  of  changes  contem- 
plated in  the  near  future.  They  have  been  described  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Building  Committee.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  ex- 
press satisfaction  that  the  shelving  in  the  upper  stack  has  been 
completed,  and  to  emphasize  the  urgency  of  the  need  of  provid- 
ing the  current  year  for  access  to  the  attic  and  its  preparation 
for  storing  additions  to  be  made  very  soon  to  the  books  in  the 
circulating  department. 

It  is  very  important  also  that  the  item  in  the  estimates  in- 
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tended  to  cover  the  cost  of  a  new  case  for  the  card  catalo^ae 
and  of  tables  to  be  used  in  connection  with  it,  should  be  acted 
upon  favorably  by  the  city  government. 

The  work  of  revising  the  card  catalogue  begun  a  few  years 
ago  has  been  continued,  and  a  large  amount  of  faithful  and  fruit- 
ful work  has  been  done  by  the  officers  of  the  library  in  various 
directions.  Much  praise  is  due  to  Miss  Young  and  Miss 
Tyler,  the  executive  heads,  under  the  librarian,  of  the  reference 
and  circulating  departments,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  their  duties.  It  seems  to  me  that  enthusi- 
asm and  eflficiency  have  been  manifested  by  all  of  the  assistants 
and  attendants  and  of  persons  engaged  in  janitorial  work. 

An  untold  amount  of  quiet,  painstaking  work  has  to  be  done 
in  such  an  institution  as  this  in  ordei  to  make  things  run 
smoothly.  This  work  is  done  here  cheerfully,  and  a  true  spirit, 
I  believe,  pervades  the  whole  corps  of  workers.  These  things 
cannot  be  dwelt  upon  in  such  a  report  as  this,  but  should  be  al- 
luded to  occasionally. 

The  only  change  in  the  regular  staff  of  assistants  the  past 
year  has  been  caused  by  the  withdrawal,  after  long  and  faith- 
ful service,  of  Mrs.  Sarah  D.  Tucker,  from  the  position  of  the 
head  of  the  cataloguing  department.  Her  connection  with  the 
library  was  severed,  at  her  request,  September  1st. 

The  department  is  now  undergoing  reorganization. 

The  librarian  ventures  to  wander  a  little  way  out  of  his 
province  to  thank  the  Finance  Committee  for  the  efforts  which  it 
has  made  to  secure  i^ermanent  investments  for  the  Green  Library 
Fund,  and  to  congratulate  it  on  its  success  in  securing  the 
mortgages  which  it  has  l)een  seeking  for. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  gifts  is  appended  to  this  report.  The  chief  privat-e 
gift  was  that  of  510  volumes  and  13  pamphlets,  representing 
mainly  Irish  history  and  literature,  from  Mr.  Richard  O'Flynn. 
Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  libraries  of  Harvard  and  Colum- 
bia Universities ;  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Library,  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  and  the  Boston  AthensBum  for  their 
kindness  in  the  past  year,  and  for  several  years,  in  lending  to 
us  many  books  for  the  use  of  residents  of  Worcester.  Numerous 
other  institutions  have  been  equally  kind,  but  we  have  not  had 
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to  avail  ourselves  of  their  kindness  so  often  as  in  the  cases  of 
the  institutions  mentioned  by  name. 

Following  is  ray  account  for   money  received  for  fines,  etc., 
properly  vouched  by  the  Finance  Committee  : 


City  of  Worcester, 
Free  Public  Library,  December  20,  1898. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel 
S.  Green,  librarian,  from  December  1,  1897,  the  date  of  the  last 
settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows  : 


Cash   balance   in  librarian's  hands  De- 
cember 1,  1897, 

Received  for  fines, 

Received  from  sales  of  copies  of  the 
printed  catalogues  and  lists  of  ad- 
ditions. 

Received  for  books  injured  or  lost. 

Miscellaneous  receipts, 


Deposits  returned  in  excess  of  those  re 

ceived,  ($18— *16), 
Paid  to  J.  B.  Bowker,  city  auditor. 


$780  84 

670 

87 

39 

57 

7 

68 

42 

61 

*1,541 

57 

$2  00 

727 

69 

$729  69 


Balance  in  librarian's  hands  December  1, 

1898,  •  #811  88 


$1,541  57 

FRA.NCIS  A.  HARRINGTON, 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 

T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 

Finance  iJommiUee. 


FREE  PUBLIC   LIBBABT.  13 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


RECEIPTS. 

Municipal  appropriation. 

$27,600  00 

Income  from  invested  funds: — 

Green  Library  fund. 

$1,464  18 

Reading-room  fund. 

439  20 

1,903  38 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

6,919  11 

Receipts  from  fines. 

670  87 

Receipts  from  sale  of  catalogues. 

39  67 

Payments  for  missing  or  damaged  books. 

7  68 

Sundries, 

62  61 

$36,093  22 

Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: — 

Municipal  appropriation. 

$17  03 

Green  Library  fund. 

1,174  76 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 

780  84 

Reading-room  fund, 

662  49 

2,636  11 

$38,728  33 

EXPENDITURES. 


BOOK  ACCOUNT. 

Books:  — 

Green  Library  fund. 
City  appropriation, 

$1,820  38 
8,872  23 

Periodicals:  — 

City  appropriation. 
Reading-room  fund, 

$10,692  61 

$970  71 
986  80 

Binding, 

BUILDING  ACCOUNT. 

Repairs  and  additions^  furniture  and  fixtures. 

Insurance, 

Fuel, 

Lights, 

1,967  61 
1,738  97 

1,639  38 
672  10 
773  68 

1,163  69 
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SALARY  ACCOUNT. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors), 

Cataloguing, 

Extra  service, 

SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogue, 
Blanks  and  stationery, 
Postage  and  revenue  stamps, 

Sundries: — 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.,  $361  12 

Printing  annual  report,  57  46 

Freight  ( foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,  etc.,  713  42 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1898:  - 
Green  Library  fund. 
Reading-room  fund. 

Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  cata- 
logues, etc.. 
Balance  of  city  appropriation, 


ACCESSIONS. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department. 


$10,410  31 

1,796  97 

3,089  96 

$184  26 

313  10 

197  71 

1,122  00 

$36,861  14 

$818  66 

611  89 

811  88 

834  87 

3,077  19 

$38,728  33 

96 

1,741 

2,776 

4,612 

1,022 

114 

1,136 

623 

46 

669 
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Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the  library: 

Intermediate  department, 
Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department, 


Number  of  volumes  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Indermediate  department,  10 

Circulating  department,  346 

—  366 

Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report: 

Intermediate  department,  1 

Circulating  department,  48           49 

Net  increase  for  the  year, 
Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 

Green  Library,  24,737 

Intermediate  department,  36,274 

Circulating  department,  53,314 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  library, 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 

Intermediate  department,  63 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department,  495 

Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  145 

Number  of  newspapers  given  lo  the  reading-room,  46 

Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  294 

Green  Library  fund,  1 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room,  32 


2 
1 


6,420 


406 


6,016 


114,326 
120,340 


568 


190 


327 


CIRCULATION. 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  306 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open,  366 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  191,013 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  ♦  112,761 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  996 


*  Of  this  number.  34.52-^  shows  the  use  of  portfolios  and  volumes  in  the  art  exhibitions. 
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(Circulating  department,  626;   reference  department,  370). 
Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  February  26,  2,018 

(Largest  in  circulating  department,  February  26,  1,302;    in 
reference  department,  February  28,  777). 
Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  June  0,  359 

(Smallest  in  circulating  department,  April  28,  280;  in  ref- 
erence department,  June  9,  47). 
Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  17 

Number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  31 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  346 

Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  8,482 

Number  of  volumes  bound,  3,865 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  2,291 

Total  number  of  names  registered  (a  new  registry  made 

November  1,  1889),  27.546 

SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  p.  M. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  2,847 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  6,036 


HOLIDAYS. 


Total  number  of  persons,  8,883 

Average  number  of  persons,  171 

Largest  Sunday  attendance,  January  2,  260 

Smallest  Sunday  attendance,  November  27,  64 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  (for  use  within  the  building),  1,983 

Average  number  of  volumes  delivered  per  Sunday,  38 


> 


The  upper  reading-room  is  open  from  9  A.  m.  to  9.30  P.  M. 

The  lower  room  is  open  from  8  a.  m.  to  9.30  P.  M. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  938 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  1,300 


Total  number,  2,238 

Average  number  of  persons,                             *  280 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  681 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  139 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  930 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  116 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian, 
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APPENDIX. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


GIVBHS. 


Aguilar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York  OUy, 
American  Agricultural  Library,  Springfield^  Mass,, 
American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Bos- 
ton, Mass., 
American  Congregational  Association^  Boston.  Mass., 
American  Forestry  Association,  Wa^hxngton.  D.  C, 
American  Homes  Publishing  Co.,  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  New  York  City^ 
American  Library  Association,  Boston,  Mass., 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City, 
American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass., 
Amory,  Miss  Anna  Sears,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andaver,  Mass,, 
Anonymous,  4  sheets  2  newspapers,  4  broadsides,  7  plates, 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  lU,, 
Athenaeum,  London,  England, 

Bailey,  Charles  E.,  Providence.  R.  /.,  11  maps, 

Baillie's  Institution  Free  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Balch,  Edwin  S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa,. 
Bangs  &  Co.,  New  York  City, 
Barnes,  William  A  ,  Boston  Mass., 
Barrow-in-Furness,  Free  Public  Library, 
Belden,  Mrs.  J,  P.  V.  Z.,  Syracuse,  N,  Y,, 
Benton,  J.  H.,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass.^ 
Biblioteca  Nazio  lale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy, 
Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass., 
Birmingham,  England,  Free  Libraries  Committee, 
Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  England, 
Boston,  City  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 

School  Committee, 
Boston  Associated  Charities, 

Boston  Dispensary,  Executive  Committee  of  Board  of  Managers, 
Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
Boston  Scientific  Society, 
Bowdoin  College  Library,  Brunsunck,  Me., 
Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Bridgeport.  Conn,, 
Brighton  Public  Library,  Brighton,  England, 
Brookline  Public  Library,  Brookline,  Mass,, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y„  Civil  Service  Commission, 
Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y., 
Brooklyn  Public  Library  Association,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y., 
Brown,  Francis  H.,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Brown  University,  Providence,  R,  I., 
Bryson  Library,  Teachers'  College,  New  York  City, 
Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N,  Y.,  1  folded  sheet, 
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26 

1 

1 

1 
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1  leaflet, 


GiVBRS. 


Builders'  If  on  Foundry,  Providence^  A.  Z. ,  1  sheet, 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Botton,  Mass,, 
Burns,  Miss  Penelope, 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  City  Clerk, 

Public  Library, 
Cambridge  University,  Cktmbridge,  England, 
Canfleld,  Mrs,  P.  S., 
Canfield,  Afi««  P.  W.  S.. 
Cardiff,  Wales,  Free  Libraries, 
Catholic  University  of  America,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Chad  wick,  John  W^BroofcZyn.  N.  Y., 
Chandler,  William  E.,  Concord.  N.  H., 
Channing,  Walter,  Brookline,  Mass,, 
Chase,  Charles  A., 
Chase,  Walter  B.,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Chelsea  City  Government,  Chelsea,  Mass,, 
Chicago,  /U.,  Board  of  Trade, 

Public  Library, 
Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Clark  University, 
Clarke,  Mrs.  Rebecca  F., 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  Public  Library, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Schools, 
Colby  University,  WaterviUe,  Me., 
Cole,  George  Watson,  New  York  City, 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross, 
ColumbuR,  Ohio,  Public  School  Library, 
Conaty,  Thomas  J.,  Washington,  D.  C  , 
Concord  Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass., 
Concord.  N.  H.,  Public  Library, 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Consolidation  Coal  Company,  Baltimore,  Md,, 
Cornell  University  Library,  Ithaca,  N.  Y„ 
Coster,  Morris,  New  York  City. 
Currier,  C.  Gilman,  New  York  City, 
Dana,  John  A., 

Dante  Society,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover.  N.  H., 
Davis,  Andrew  ^lcFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Davis,  Horace,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 
Dayton  Public  Library,  Dayton,  Ohio, 
Dempsey,   Henry    L.,    Stillwater,    R.   I.,    1  manuscript  letter, 

1  broadside, 
Denissen,  Christian,  Detroit,  Mich., 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 
Dimraock,  Mrs.  Susan  Whitney,  New  York  City, 
Dodge,  Reuben  R.,  WilkinsonvUle,  Mass., 
Dodge,  Rufus  B.,  Jr., 
Dodge,  Thomas  H., 

Doyle,  Miss  Sarah  E.,  Providence,  R,  I,, 
Drew  Allis  Company, 

Drexel,  George  W.  Childs,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Durham,  Cara  B.,  Phila^ielphia,  Pa., 
Eaton,  Thomas  E.  N.,  Redlands,  Cal., 
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Givers. 


Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Batttmore,  Md., 

EBtes  &  Lauriat,  Boston^  Mom., 

EvanBton,  lUinoia,  Free  Pablic  Library, 

Fair  mount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia^  Ai., 

Fall  River,  Mass,,  Pablic  Library, 

Faxon,  Frederick  W.,  Botton,  Mom  , 

Fenton  Metallic  Mfg.  Co.,  Jamestown^  N,  y., 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago^  lu., 

Fitchburg,  Mass,,  City  of, 

PudUc  Library, 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  VU, 
Foote,  Allan  R.,  Takoma  Park,  D.  C, 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass,, 
Forest  Hills  Cemetery,  trustees  of,  Boston.  Mass., 
Foster,  Mrs.,  Emma  £.,  1  set  or  broadsides,  1  sheet, 

Francis,  Qeorge  E., 

Friends'  Book  Association,  Philadelphia.  Pa., 
GaUinger,  Jacob  H.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  OUy, 
Georgetown  University*  Washington,  D,  C, 
Girard  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Goodwin,  Edward  R., 

Gould.  Jacob,  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich,,  Public  Library, 
Gray,  Edward  McQueen,  Florence,  New  Mexico, 
Great  Yarmouth,  ^noland.  Free  Libraries, 
Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City, 
Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston  Ma^s., 


1  newspaper, 
1  lewet, 
Green,  Samuel  S..  4  sheets,  1  leaflet. 

Griffin.  A.  P.  C,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Hamilton  Public  Library,  Hamilton,  Ontario, 
Hanna,  H.  H.,  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
Hapgood,  Warren,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Harlow,  ueorge  H., 

Hartford  Courant  Company,  Hartford,  Conn., 
Hartford  Public  Library,  Hartford,  Conn., 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  &  Insurance  Company,  Hart- 
ford, Conn., 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn., 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Harvard  University  Library,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Hay  den,  John  J.,  Dublin,  Ireland, 
Henderson,  David  B.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Highland  Military  Academy, 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Hoar,  George  F^  2  maps, 

Hodge,  Clifton  F., 

Hodges,  Almon  D.,  Jr.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Holbrook,  Miss  Florence,  Chicago,  lU., 
Home  Market  Club,  Boston,  Mass., 
Hopedale  Public  Library,  HoDcdale,  Mass., 
Hopkins,  F.  E.,  Jamaica.  N.  x.,  1  leaflet, 

Hubbard,  Elbert,  East  Aurora,  N.  Y., 
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G I  VERS. 


Hucke,  Julius,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Huling,  R.  O.,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Illinois  Anti- vivisection  Society,  Aurora,  Jtt., 

Imperial  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan, 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Indianapolis  Monetary  Convention,  Executive  Committee  of, 

Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library,  i 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  lU.,  I 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md., 

King,  Henry  F^  West  Newton,  Mass., 

King,  Horatio  C  ,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 

King,  Mrs.  J.  Q., 

Kinnicutt,  Leonard  P., 

Lake  Mohonk  Conference,  Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y., 

Lancaster,  Miss  Mabel, 

Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library, 

Larned,  Miss  Augusta,  New  York  City, 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Lee,  Francis  H.,  Salem,  Mass.. 

Leeds,  Enq.,  Free  Public  Libraries, 

Legacion  ae  los  Estados  Unidos  de  Venezuela,  Washington,  D.  C  , 

Leicester,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal., 

Leonard,  Miss  Mary  Hall,  Rochester,  Mass^ 

Library  Association  of  Washington  City,  W'ashington,  D.  C, 

Lincoln,  Waldo, 

Lincoln  Public  Library,  Ldncoln,  Mass., 

Little,  Brown  &  Company,  Boston,  Mass., 

Liverpool,  Eng.,  Public  Libraries, 

Los  Angeles,  Gal.,  Public  Library, 

Lowdermilk,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Lowell,  Mass,,  City  Library, 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Lynn  Historical  Societv,  Lynn,  Afa««., 

ftlcClellan,  Charles  H.,  Troy,  N.  Y., 

McDonald,  Arthur,  Washington.  D.  C, 

McMillan,  James,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Maimoniaes  Free  Library,  New  York  City, 

Manchester,  Eng^  Public  Free  Libraries, 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  City  Library, 

Marburg,  Theodore,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Marsh,  Henry  A.,  1  newspaper  cutting, 

Martin,  Harry  J., 

Maryland  Geological  Survey,  BaUimore,  Md., 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Mason,  Perry  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Massachusetts,  Record  Commission, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

State  Libraiy, 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Northampton,  Mass., 

State  Normal  School,  Worcester,  Mass., 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass., 
Massachusetts  Cremation  Society,  Boston.  Mass., 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  Mass., 
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GlVEKN. 


Matthews,  George  E.,  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  N,  Y., 

Mead,  Edwin  D.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Melrose,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia ,  Pa., 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York  City, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  St..  Louis,  Mo., 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Merriman,  Daniel, 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  LanHng,  Mich. , 

Miller,  Walter.  Palo  Alto,  Cal., 

Milwaukee^  Wis.,  Public  Library, 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Librarj', 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 

Mix.  Eldridge, 

Modern  Language  Association  of  America,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Monroe,  Will  S.,  Westfleld,  Mass., 

Morison,  George  S.,  Chicago,  111., 

Morse  Institute,  Natick,  Mass  , 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass., 

Mower.  Ephraim,  South  Norwalk,  Conn., 

Munn  i  Co  ,  New  York  City, 

Murphy,  Thomas  S  ,  &  Co  ,  Albany^  N.  F., 

Murray  Thomas  Hamilton,  Boston,  Mass  , 

National  Educational  Association  of  the  U.  S.,  Washington,  D.C,^ 

New  Bedford  Free  Public  Librarv, 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  Mass., 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H., 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Free  P*ublic  Library, 

New  Jersey,  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

New  York  Farmers'  Society,  New  York  City, 

New  York  Society  of  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of  America, 

New  York  State  Charities  Aid  Association,  New  York  City, 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y., 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  III., 

Newton,  \tass..  Free  Library, 

North  Adams,  Mass.,  Public  Library,  • 

Northwestern  University  Library,  Evanston,  III., 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin.  O., 

O'Flynn,  Richard, 

Olmstead,  Dwight  H  ,  New  York  City^ 

Ongania,  Amedeo,  New  York  City, 

Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn., 

Paine,  Nathaniel, 

Palmer,  Mrs.  Charles  Follen,  New  York  City, 

Parsons,  J.  Russell,  Miller,  Lewis  and  Steward,  J.  F.,  Chicago,  III 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Paul,  Kegan,  French,  Trlibner  &  Co.,  London,  Eng., 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass., 

Peabody  Museum  of  American  Archssology  and  Ethnology, 

Harvard  University, 
Peoria  Public  Library,  Peoria,  lU., 
Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
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1  photograph, 


1  broadside, 
2  newspapers, 


GIVBKS. 


Peterson,  Ellis,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Philadelphia,  Pa,,  Free  Library. 
Philadelphia  Oitv  Institute.  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Philips,  George  M.,  West  Chester,  Pa., 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  H., 
PhilobibUon  Olub,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Plymouth,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Libranr, 
Polytechnic  Society  of  Kentucky,  Louisville,  Ky., 
Poole  Memorial  Committee,  Chicago  lU., 
Portland,  Me.,  Public  Library, 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N  F., 
Plresbyterlan  Cfommittee  of  Publication, 
Rrinceton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J , 
Proctor,  Redfield,  Wilmington,  D.  C, 
Providence,  R.  L,  City  Engineer, 

Public  Library, 
Providence  Athenseum,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Publishers  of  "  Cuba," 
Publishers  of  Old  South  Leaflets, 
Publishers  of  L'  Opinion  Publique, 
Publishers  of  Worcester  Evening  Gazette, 
Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng„ 
Ranck,  Samuel  H.,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum,  Newport,  R.  I,, 
Reform  Olub,  New  York  City, 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Rice,  Franklin  P., 

Richards,  Charles  R.,  New  York  City, 
Richards,  Lysander  S.,  Marshfleld  Hills,  Mass., 
Richmond  Free  Public  Library,  Surrey  Eng., 
Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  Mass., 
Robinson,  Charles  and  Sara  T.  D  ,  Laurrence,  Kan., 
Rockefeller,  J.  D.,  New  York  City, 
Rogers,  Horatio,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Roy,  J.  Arthur  &  Fils, 
Ruggles,  Henry  S.,  Wakefield,  Mass., 
St.  George's  Public  Library,  tendon,  Eng., 
Si.  Giles  Public  Library,  London,  Eng., 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Public  Library, 
St.  Martin-in-the-Fields,  and  St.  Paul  Public.  Libraries,  London, 

Eng., 
St.  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Salem  Public  Library.  Salem,  Mass., 
San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library, 
Schwab,  John  C.  New  Haven,  Conn., 
Scran  ton  Public  Library,  Scranton  Pa., 
Shepard,  Charles  H  ,  Brooklyn,  N  Y., 
Short,  Charles  S  , 
Simms,  Joseph,  New  York  City, 
Smith  College.  Northampton,  Mass., 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D  C, 


5 

JS 

«    ft 


1 
2 


1  folded  sheet, 


Sotheran.  Henry.  &  Co.,  London,  Eng., 
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Springfield,  Mass,\  City  Library  Association, 
Stewart.  Charles,  8t.  Paul^  Minn., 

Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Public  Library,  Qlaagow^  ScotUindj 
Sturtevant,  B.  F.,  Boston^  Mass., 
Swan,  Mrs.  Sarah  H.,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Syracuse  Central  Library,  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
Tarbell,  Miss  M.  Anna,  Brimjleld,  Mass.^  1  newspaper, 

Taonton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Telegram  Newspaper  Company, 
Thayer,  Eli, 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Qtiinc]^,  Mass.y 
Tillinghast,  William  H.,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Toronto  Public  Library,  Toronto,  Canada, 
Towle  Mfg.  Co.,  Newburyport,  Mass., 
Tucker,  Mrs.  M.  D., 
Tufts  College,  Bedford,  Mass., 
Tufts  Library.  Weymouth  Mass., 
Turner,  Miss  H.  I.  and  Miss  H.  G., 
United  States,  Bureau  of  American  Republics, 
•     Bureau  of  Education, 

Civil  Service  Commission, 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  Labor, 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Department  of  State,  1  folded  sheet. 

Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Department  of  War, 

Fish  Commission, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Library  of  Congress, 

Superintendent  of  Documents, 
United  States  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C, 
University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal, 
University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III., 
University  of  Colorado,  Boulder,  Col , 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor.  Mich., 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
University  of  YeriDOut,  Burlington.  Vt., 
University  of  Virginia.  Charlottesville,  Va., 
University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis., 
Uxbridge  Public  Library, 
Vassar  CoWegejPoughkeepsie,  N,  Y., 
Volta  Bureau,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Walker,  Joseph  H., 

Watertown,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Wednesday  Club  of  All  Saints'  Church,  1  kalendar, 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass., 
Wells  College,  Aurora,  N.  Y., 
Westboro,  fiToss.,  Public  Library, 
Wheeler.  Henry  M., 
Wheelock,  Jerome, 
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Whitaker,  George  E., 
Williams,  OharleB  A., 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del.,  1 

Wilson.  Louis  N.,  j          1 

Winslow,  John,  Brooklyn,  N,  F.,  |           1 

Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission.  j           1 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  IFm.,  2     1 

Wolcott,  Edward  0..  Denver,  Col.,  1 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  Cambridge,  Mass,, 

Woodbury,  Mrs,  J.  C,  Boston  Mass.,  1  newspaper, 

Worcester,  City  Clerk,  5     2 

City  Hospital,  j    1 

Parks  Commission,  i    1 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  1 

Worcester  Academy,  I    1 

Worcester  County  Mechanics  Association,  3 

Worcester  County  Musical  Association,  !    1 

Worcester  Memorial  Hospital,  j    6 

Worcester  Natural  History  Society,  I          1 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  1 

Worcester  Public  School  Art  League,  I          2 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  [    6  20 

Yale  University.  New  Haven,  Conn.,  |    3     1 

Young,  Miss  L.  A.,  I           1 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  New  York  CUy^  2 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  Reverend  Almon  Ounrtison,  D.  D.,  President  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Libraiy  of  Worcester : 

The  usual  monthly  meetings  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library 
have  been  held  during  the  past  year,  half  an  hour  before  the 
meetings  of  the  full  board. 

One  of  the  chief  duties  of  the  committee  has  been  to  scrutinize 
carefully  the  list  of  books  sent  to  each  member  in  advance  of  the 
meeting,  in  order  that  we  might,  be  able  to  decide  intelligently 
upon  recommending  them  for  purchase.  After  some  inquiry  of 
the  librarian  the  list  has  usually  been  approved.  The  number 
of  volumes  added  to  the  library  has  been  : 

For  the  Green  Library,  95 

**     **    intermediate  department,  3,377 

**     **    circulating  department,  2,543 


Total  number  of  volumes,  6,015 

The  total  amount  expended  for  books  during  the  year  has 
been  $10,692.61. 

The  usual  high  standard  of  excellence  aimed  at  from  year  to 
year  in  the  conduct  of  this  most  excellent  institution,  seems  to 
have  been  maintained,  and  its  future  seems  bright  under  its 
present  efficient  management.  The  intelligent  people  of  our  fair 
city  with  its  many  educational  institutions  justly  feel  a  special 
pride  in  this  one,  free'  to  all,  and  so  liberally  endowed  for  the 
enlightenment  and  elevation  of  the  whole  community.  Its  con- 
stantly increasing  use  by  almost  every  class  of  our  citizens  is 
ample  proof  that  it  is  highly  appreciated.  Our  City  Council 
appropriates  funds  liberally  from  year  to  year  for  its  support 
and  constant  improvement,  feeling  sure  of  their  judicious  ex- 
penditure for  the  benefit  of  all. 
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The  Damber  of  asers  of  the  card  catalogue  in  the  ref  3rence 
department  makes  it  important  that  a  new  case  shoald  be 
secared  for  the  catalogue,  as  recommended  by  the  librarian. 

Provision  for  reaching  and  fitting  up  the  attic  of  the  old 
building  should  be  made  during  the  coming  year,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Building  Committee,  so  as  to  make  room  for 
books  to  be  added  from  time  to  time  to  the  circulating  depart- 
ment. 

Any  detailed  report  from  this  committee  to  you,  however,  is 
unnecessary,  as  all  matters  of  interest  are  so  fully  set  forth  in 
the  report  of  the  librarian. 

J.  O.  MARBLE, 
T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 
E.  J.  RUSSELL, 
CHARLES  M.  THAYER, 

Members  of  Committee  on  the  Library, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING-ROOM. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

The  Committee  on  the  Beading- Room,  having  in  charge  the 
reading-room  for  newspapers  on  the  lowest  floor  of  the  new 
library  bailding,  the  reading-room  for  reviews,  magazines  and 
other  kinds  of  periodicals,  and  the  ladies'  reading-room,  has 
aimed  to  administer  its  trust  in  accordance  with  the  rales  and 
regulations  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  rooms  have  been  kept  comfortable  and  well  supplied  with 
such  papers  and  periodicals  as  seemed  best  to  meet  the  needs  of 
readers.  Twenty-four  additions  have  been  made  to  the  list  of 
publications  during  the  year. 

As  promised  one  year  ago,  the  newspaper  racks  have  been 
cut  down  so  as  to  give  a  better  distribution  of  light  and  the 
ceiling  and  walls  of  the  newspaper  room  have  been  retinted. 

The  librarian  is  always  ready  to  consider  any  suggestions 
regarding  the  rooms  which  users  of  them  may  express  and 
to  bring  before  the  committee  any  requests  for  additional 
periodicals. 

To  all  persons  who  have  kindly  made  contributions  to  the 
reading-rooms,  the  committee,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, returns  hearty  thanks. 

A  list  of  gifts  and  givers  is  appended  to  this  report.  Details 
not  incorporated  in  this  report  may  be  found  in  the  appendix 
and  in  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

FBANCIS  P.  McKEON, 
EDMUND  L.  PARKER, 
JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 

Committee  on  the  Reading- Room. 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Florida  timeB-union  and  citizen. 


PUBLICATIONS  DISCONTINUED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

New  York  world. 


Garden  and  forest. 
New  review. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 


American, 

American  Catholic  news, 

American  citizen, 

American  electrician, 

American  gas-light  journal, 

American  homes, 

American  Jewess, 

American  missionary, 

Amerika  og  Norden, 

Amerikanische  Turnzeitang, 

Arbetaren, 

Arbetarens  Van, 

Baptist  missionary  magazine, 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal. 

Bulletin  of  the  National  Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
Christian  register, 
Christian  science  journal. 
Congressional  record. 
Conservator, 
Converted  Catholic, 
C.  T.  C.  monthly  gazette, 
Democrat  leader, 
Denver  evening  post, 
Draper's  record. 
Dry  goods  economist. 
Engineering, 
Evesham  journal, 
Fashions, 

Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel. 
Forester, 
Freeport  journal, 
•Good  government, 
Home  missionary, 
Land  of  sunshine, 
L.  A.  W.  bulletin  and  Good  roads, 
Locomotive, 


Publishers. 

Catholic  Truth  Society. 

American  Patriotic  Association. 

Publishers. 

G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 

American  Homes  Publishing  Co. 

American  Jewess  Publishing  Co. 

American  Missionary  Association. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

F.  A.  Gaskell. 
Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Association. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  Science  Society. 

J.  H  Walker. 

Publishers. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Dennie. 

G.  E.  Francis. 
Publishers. 
Publishers, 
Proprietors. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Denholm,  McKay  &  Co. 
Sentinel  Printing  Co. 
American  Forestry  Association. 
G.  A.  Ladd. 

Good  Government. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

J.  L.  Smith. 
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Messenger, 

♦Microscope, 

Mid- weekly, 

Missionary  herald, 

Musical  times, 

*New  crusade, 

New  earth. 

New  England  Staaten  Zeitung, 

Nya  Osterns  Weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 

Office, 
(L')opinion  publique. 
Our  dumb  animals, 
People, 

Planets  and  people, 

Positivist  review, 

Princeton  university  bulletin, 

Purple, 

♦Quarterly  book  review, 

♦Revue  nciensuelle  du  touring- club 

de  France, 
Saint  Andrew's  cross. 

Shorthand  educator, 

Skandinavia, 

Sound  currency. 

Southern  workman, 

Superior  leader, 

Svea, 

Temple, 

Tennessee  university  magazine. 

Textile  world. 

Travel, 

Tuftonian, 

Tufts  weekly, 

Union  signal, 

Universalist  leader, 

Worcester  daily  spy, 

Worcester  evening  gazette, 

Worcester  recorder, 

World's  crisis, 

Zion'u  herald. 


Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Miss  J.  E.  Tyler. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

A.  Olofson. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

State    Central    Committee,  Social 

Labor  Party. 
Publishers. 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 
Publishers. 
Holy  Cross  College. 
Publishers. 

Q.  E.  Francis. 

Chapter   67,    Brotherhood   of    St. 

Andrew. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfleld. 
Land  and  River  Improvement  Co. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Henry  S  Lunn. 
Tufts  College. 
Tufts  College. 
Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Anonymous. 


Discontinued. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  : 

This  committee  has  not  been  called  upon  to  perform  a  large 
amount  of  work. 

The  shelving  in  the  upper  stack- room  has  been  finished  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  lighting  it  with  gas  and 
electric  light. 

The  woodwork  on  the  outside  of  the  new  building  has  been 
painted. 

The  racks  for  papers  in  the  lower  reading* room  have  been  cut 
down,  and,  as  a  result,  there  is  a  better  distribution  of  light 
throughout  the  room. 

Several  of  the  large  rooms  in  the  new  building  have  been  re- 
tinted,  and  small  repairs  have  been  made  in  both  buildings. 

The  principal  expenditure  needed  the  current  year  is  for  pro- 
viding an  elevator  for  reaching  the  attic  of  the  old  building,  and 
for  fitting  up  the  rooms  in  that  portion  of  the  building  for  the 
reception  of  books  as  added  to  the  circulating  department. 
Nine  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  will  be  required  for  these  im- 
provements. 

Changes  in  the  cataloguing  department  will  call  for  an  ex- 
penditure of  $750  for  a  new  case  and  tables. 

An  estimate  of  $786  has  been  made  for  ordinary  repairs  and 
for  a  small  amount  of  furniture.  It  should  be  stated  that  the 
estimates  for  the  improvements  mentioned  are  close. 

It  iwS  thought  that  it  will  do  to  let  the  estimates  for  coal,  gas, 
electric  lighting  and  water  remain  the  same  as  the  amounts  ex- 
pended for  these  things  last  year. 

FRANCIS  A.   HARRINGTON, 
E.  J.  RUSSELL, 
WEBSTER  THAYER, 

Committee  on  the  Building. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
city  appropriation  and  to  expenditures  therefrom,  and  to  the 
Green  library  and  librarian  funds,  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30th,  1898. 

The  amount  of  the  city  appropriation  last  year  was  1(27,500; 
the  amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund,  1(5,919.11 ;  from 
fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $737.69 ;  balance  of  last  year, 
J17.03  ;  total,  $34,173.83. 

The  expenditures  were  133,338.96,  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  $834.87 ;  of  that  amount  $816.36  was  not  available 
for  general  purposes,  being  the  remainder  of  a  special  appro- 
priation for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  the  delivery 
stations  for  one  year.  The  special  appropriation  was  made  so 
late  that  the  expenses  of  only  6^  months  had  to  be  paid  from  it. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  library  fund  is  now  $48,484.32. 
One-fourth  part  of  the  income,  $483.31,  has  been  added  to  it 
during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will 
of  Dr.  Green. 

The  amount  of  the  librarian  fund,  the  income  of  which  is 
to  be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  fund  Timounts  to  $20,000, 
is  now  $4,548.14,  counting  thirty  shares  of  Central  National 
Bank  stock  at  par. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  library  and  librarian  funds,  in 
the  hands  of  the  city  treasurer,  have  been  examined  and  found 
to  correspond  with  the  schedule,  and  the  treasurer's  account 
has  been  audited  and  found  to  be  correct.  The  committee  has 
also  examined  and  approved  the  accounts  of  the  librarian  and 
of  the  treasurer  of  the  reading-room  fund. 

It  is  made  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  City 
Ordinance  as  recently  revised,  to  keep  **  the  building  and  books 
insured." 
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The  rules  of  the  Board  of  Directors  require  that  the  Finance 
CJommittee  '*  shall  see  that  the  property  in  the  care  of  the  board 
is  at  all  times  well  insured." 

During  the  past  year  $20,000  of  insurane>e  has  been  added, 
therefore,  to  the  amount  before  placed  upon  the  books. 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON,    ]    Committee 
LYMAN  A.  ELY,  V  on 

T.  C.  MBNDENHALL,  J      Finance. 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 


Financial  Statement  for  the  year  ending  November  30 j  1898. 


RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  previous  year, 

City  appropriation, 

Dog  money, 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.. 

$17  03 

27,600  00 

6,919  11 

737  69 

$34,173  83 
EXPENDITURES. 


Binding, 

$1,738  97 

Printing  lists  of  additions, 

184  26 

Other  printing  and  charging  slips. 

216  36 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  post- 

age, removing  ashes,  street  sprinkling, 

and 

minor  running  expenses, 

609  19 

Covering  paper  and  stationery. 

113  61 

Postal  cards,  for  notices  to  delinquents, 

100  00 

Cards  for  cataloguing, 

28  84 

Ordinary  repairs,  furniture,  brushes,  etc.. 

1,428  78 

Coal  and  wood. 

773  68 

Electric  light, 

329  68 

Gas, 

833  91 

Water, 

361  12 

Salaries  of  assistants, 

6,683  33 

Salary  of  librarian, 

3,600  00 

Wages  of  janitor,  and  janitor's  work  done  by 

the 

hour, 

1,626  18 

Service  by  hour,  and  elevator  boy. 

3,089  96 

Cataloguing, 

1,046  97 

Insurance, 

672  10 

Reading-room, 

600  00 

Delivery  stations  (for  6i  months). 

683  69 

Books, 

- 

9,830  44 

$33,338  96 

Balance    unexpended  (8816.36,  delivery   stations' 

balance). 

8 

834  87 

34,173  83 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 


November  30,  1898. 

The  income  for  tbe  year  ending  November  30, 1898,  is  as  follows: 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  $636  22 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  370  00 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits,  800  00 

Interest  on  bank  deposit,  127  01 

$1,933  23 
Of  this  income  there  has  been  added  to  the  f  and 

one -fourth  part,  $483  31 

And  to  the  book  account  three -fourths  part,  1,449  92 


$1,933  23 
The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of 
the  Investment  and  Book  accounts  as  veri- 
fied by  the  books  an^  securities  in  the  hands 
of  the  city  treasurer: 

INVBOTMBNT  ACCOUNT,  VIZ.: 

Nov.  30,  1897.    Nov.  30,  1898. 
Notes  secured  by  mortgage,  $7,850  00  $21,400  00 

Bank  stock,  par  value. 
Savings  bank  deposits. 
National  bank  deposit. 


6,800  00 

6,800  00 

20,000  00 

20,000  00 

13,351  01 

1 

284  32 

$48,001  01 

»48,484  32 

$1,174  76 
1,449  92 

14  26 

$2,638  93 
1,820  38 

Book  Account,  viz.: 

Balance  December  1, 1897, 

Three -fourths  of  annual  income  of  fund. 

Interest  on  bank  deposits. 


Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year, 

Balance  November  30,  1898,  $818  55 

Recapitulation. 

Nov.  30,  1897.    Nov.  30,  1898. 

Investment  balances,                                          $48,001  01  $48,484  32 

Book  account  balances,                                          1,174  75  818  55 

$49,175  76  $49,302  87 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 


November  30,  1898. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of 

the  investment  and  cash  accounts  as  verified 

by  the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of 

the  city  treasurer: 
Bank  stock,  par  value,  $3,000  00 

Savings  bank  deposit,  1,648  14 

14,648  14 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE 
READING-ROOM  FUND. 


Worcester,  December  1, 1898. 

Edmund  L.  Parker,  treaaorer,  in  accoant  with  the  Reading-room 
Fund  of  the  Free  Public  Library  : 


1897. 
Dec.  1, 

1898. 
Jan.    1, 

"     1, 
"    17, 

"    17, 

**    17, 

April  1, 
*'     1. 

Jaly    1. 

••      1, 
Aug.  10, 

«•    10, 

**    10, 

Sept.  2, 

««  30, 

•*  30. 


Dr. 


Cash  on  hand, 


$662  49 


dividend  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  14  00 

**         Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  22  00 

.  Worcester  County  Inst,  for  Savings,    86  44 

Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  28  00 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  33  16 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  14  00 

^Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  22  00 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  14  00 

Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  22  00 

Worcester  County  Inst,  for  Savings,    86  44 

Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  28  00 

Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  33  16 

Received  from  W.  S.  Barton,  treasurer,  500  00 

dividend  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  14  00 

Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co.,  22  00 


It 


It 


li 


li 


i« 


K 


C( 


It 


i« 


It 


tk 


11,601  69 


Cr. 


F.  A.  Easton, 
The  Living  Age  Co., 
Leonard  Scott  Pub.  Co., 
A.  J.  Graham  &  Co., 
Street  Railway  Pub.  Co., 
Munn  &  Co., 
Longmans,  Qreen  &  Co., 
The  Carriage  Monthly, 
Our  Day  Co., 
Harvard  Monthly, 
The  Dial  Co., 


1379  45 

16  55 

29  00 

80 

3  20 

2  00 

3  50 

1  50 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

The  Outing  Pub.  Co.,  |3  50 

Popular  Science  News,  1  60 

S.  D.  Peet,  3  80 

Science,  5  00 

Edward  L.  Wilson,  2  50 

National  Railway  Pub.  Co.,  5  00 
New  England  Historic  Gene- 
alogical Society,  3  00 
The  Franklin  Institute,  8  50 
The  Spy  Pub.  Co.,  22  00 
Quarterly  Jour,  of  Inebriety,  4  00 
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Technology  Quarterly,         |12  00 
The  Yale  Courant,  1  50 

Qustav  E.  Stechert,  55  75 

I.  M.  Gothe  (Dft.  52.10  Kro.).  14  59 


Microscopical  Pub.  Oo., 
American  Journal  of  Neu- 

mismatics, 
The  Engineering  Magazine, 
Torrey  Botanical  Club, 
The  Gazette  Co., 
Geo.  F.  Lasher, 
The  Johns  Hopkins  Press, 
L.  J.  Demers  &  Fr^e, 
The  Musical  Record, 
May  &  WiUiams  (Dft. 

£53.28), 
American  Engineer, 
The  Dial  Co., 
New  England  Homestead, 
The  Living  Age  Co., 
Charles  Scribner's  Sons, 
Yale  Courant, 
The  Outing  Pub.  Co., 
The  Outlook  Co., 
Our  Day, 
North  American  Review, 


1  00 


2  00 

3  00 

2  00 

18  00 

2  00 

9  00 

3  00 

1  50 

259  03 

1  50 

2  00 

75 

16  55 

2  50 

1  80 

3  50 

2  00 

2  00 

4  25 

New  England  Magazine,         $2  40 
Musical  Courier  Co.,  4  00 

J.  B.  Lippincott  Co.,  2  00 

E.  H.  Hames  &  Co.,  2 

Publishers'  Weekly,  5 

International  News  Co.,  1 

Harper  &  Bros.,  3 

The  Forum  Pub.  Co.,  3 

Forest  &  Stream  Pub.  Co.,  4 
The  Engineering  Magazine,  2 
E.  R.  Pelton,  4 

The  Century  Co., 
The  Carriage  Monthly, 
David  Williams  Co.. 
The  Brunonian, 
Longmans,  Green  &  Co., 
Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co., 
The  Art  Interchange  Co., 
The  Art  Amateur, 
D.  Appleton  &  Co., 
American  Monthly, 
Charles  W.  Smiley, 
Revenue  stamps, 
Cash  on  hand  to  balance,     611  89 


00 
00 
13 
00 
00 
00 
90 
00 
6  00 
1  50 
75 
80 
50 
20 
25 
25 
50 
50 
00 
00 


1 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
2 
1 
3 


$1,601  69 


The  Reading-room  Fund  is  invested  as  follows : 

Deposited  in  savings  banks,       •  $7,380  94 

Seven  shares  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock,  1,475  50 

Eleven  shares  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock,        2,000  00 

EDMUND  L.  PARKER. 

Treasurer, 


WoBCBSTEB,  Mass.,  December  3d,  1898. 

Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  and  the  securities  in 
the  possession  of  the  treasurer. 

FRANCIS  A.  HARRINGTON. 

Chairman  Finance  CJommittee. 
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G.  STANLEY  HALL, 
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ORGANIZATION  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


PRESIDBNT. 

THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL. 


SECRETARY. 

CHARLES  M.  THAYER. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL,  G.  STANLEY  HALL, 

CHARLES  M.  THAYER,  FRANK  B.  HALL, 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  READING -ROOM. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON,  MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL. 

JOHN  E.  LYNCH. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BUILDING. 

WEBSTER  THAYER,  LYMAN  A.  ELY. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY,  THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL, 

WEBSTER  THAYER. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN. 


ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  FREE  PQBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  R,  B.  Dodge,  Jr,,  Mayor,  and  the  City  Council 
of  \Vorc€8ter: 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectfully  sub- 
mit their  fortieth  annual  report. 

The  reports  of  the  standing  comittees  of  the  board,  and  of  the 
treasurer,  together  with  that  of  the  librarian,  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

Another  year  of  progress  and  prosperity  for  this  institution, 
so  dear  to  our  citizens,  is  about  to  close.  More  and  more,  I  be- 
lieve, as  years  go  by,  the  people  learn  its  value  and  appreciate 
its  generous  support  by  your  annual  appropriation.  The  work 
of  the  library  has  gone  on  in  the  even  tenor  of  its  way  during 
the  past  year,  with  no  bustle  or  excitement,  but  quietly  doing 
good,  in  its  usual  way,  augmenting  by  very  much  its  former  use- 
fulness. Witli  each  advancing  year  its  benefits  to  this  commu- 
nity increase  in  rapid  ratio,  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  intel- 
ligent people  of  our  city  heartily  approve  of  its  generous  sup- 
port. 

With  the  present  year,  my  term  of  service  as  a  director  of  this 
library  expires.  TSvo  terms  of  six  years  each,  it  has  been  my 
pleasant  duty  to  assist  in  directing  the  management  of  this  in- 
stitution in  which  our  citizens,  with  good  reason,  take  such 
pride.  The  very  great  increase  in  its  per  cent,  of  patronage  dur- 
ing that  short  period,  and  its  wonderful  advance  in  modern  and 
improved  methods,  are  subjects  of  congratulation  and  pride  to 
all  lovers  of  our  beautiful  city. 
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In  1885,  the  first  year  of  my  service  here,  the  nminber  of 
bound  volumes  in  the  library  was  reported  by  Judge  Dewey, 
then  president  of  the  board,  to  be  63,941,  very  little  more  than 
half  the  present  number,  and  the  space  occupied  by  books  and 
the  capacity  of  the  building  is  three  times  what  it  was  then. 

No  doubt  the  same  intelligent  management,  and  continuous 
improvements,  and  every  needed  advance  in  its  methods  will 
cause  any  citizen  of  Worcester  to  rejoice  that  such  a  privilege 
as  free  access  to  this  store-house  of  knowledge  is  accorded  him, 
whether  he  be  artisan,  special  student,  or  professional  man 
engaged  in  scientific  research. 

As  with  the  country  in  general,  this,  with  us,  has  been  a  year 
of  expansion,  and  while  I  may  not  indulge  in  any  Deweyisms 
of  your  generous  appropriation  for  the  addition  to  the  building, 
it  should  be  appreciated  by  the  reading  public,  and  is.  The  ex- 
pansion has  been  toward  the  west  also,  and  like  that  of  the 
country,  has  been  a  little  tardy  in  its  completion. 

A  two-story  and  basement  addition  on  the  west  side  of  tlie  old 
building,  about  20  feet  front  and  35  feet  deep,  has  been  made  in 
the  same  style  as  that  building,  of  brick  and  stone,  at  a  cost  of 
about  |7,000.    It  appears  like  a  part  of  the  original  building. 

The  Medical  Library  has  been  moved  to  the  upper  story,  after 
necessary  changes  there  to  accommodate  it.  This  removal 
leaves  room  for  much  needed  space.  These  changes  leave  the 
distributing-room  and  the  counter  space  nearly  doubled,  and  the 
attractions  will  probably  prove  to  be  even  more  satisfactory 
than  was  anticipated  at  first. 

For  a  long  time  the  need  of  more  room  for  the  distributing 
department  of  the  circulating  branch  of  the  library,  has  been 
pressing,  and  also  it  has  long  been  apparent  that  separate  quar- 
ters for  the  children's  department  would  facilitate  their  accom- 
modation and  benefit  them.  Provision  for  them  has  been  made 
on  the  second  floor,  and  books  adapted  to  their  age  and  use  will 
be  kept  there.  An  attendant  will  be  assigned  to  that  branch 
of  the  library,  and  much  benefit  to  the  children  is  expected. 
(There  is  a  separate  entrance  for  them  at  the  west  side  of  the 
building). 

This  change  will  make  the  duties  of  attendants  much  more 
systematic,  and  abolish  much  of  the  former  inconvenience  and 
confusion. 
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A  new  elevator  has  been  put  in,  which  will  prove  to  be  of 
great  advantage  in  facilitating  the  work  of  attendants,  and 
will  give  an  easy  approach  to  the  medical  department  of  the 
library,  which  is  very  valuable,  not  alone  to  physicians,  but  to 
such  of  the  citizens  as  desire  to  consult  it.  Under  certain  re- 
strictions, and  to  suitable  persons  of  proper  age,  volumes  are 
given  out  from  this  department.  There  has  been  no  abuse  of 
this  privilege. 

The  needs  of  the  library  increase,  like  other  departments  of 
the  city,  with  its  rapidly  growing  population.  In  fact,  it  is  not 
too  much  to  claim  that  this  institution  and  our  excellent  school 
system  have  been  the  means  of  drawing  many  people  to  this 
city   as  one  of  unusual  culture  and  intelligence. 

The  funds  of  the  librarv  are  well  and  safelv  invested,  and 
yield  a  good  income  for  the  purposes  designed  by  the  generous 
donors. 

We  ask  of  you  only  a  liberal  and  legitimate  appropriation  of 
funds  for  a  continuance  of  the  usefulness  of  the  library.  We 
ask  for  no  statuary  in  our  front  yard, — like  the  Boston  Public 
Library, — for  we  have  no  front  yard;  and  we  ask  for  none  in 
the  interior  of  the  building,  not  even  a  Bacchante! 

For  statistics  as  to  the  use  of  the  reading-room,  the  number 
of  papers  taken,  etc.;  the  use  of  the  reference  department; 
the  delivery  of  books  to  the  public  schools;  delivery  stations; 
the  exhibition  of  pictures  illustrative  of  the  world's  art,  which 
have  so  greatly  interested  the  public;  the  great  improvement 
in  the  card  catalogue;  the  number  of  volumes  added  to  the 
library  during  the  year;  and  many  other  questions  and  details 
of  the  working  of  the  library, — you  are  referred  to  the  careful 
and  interesting  report  of  the  librarian,  so  complete  as  to  render 
any  detailed  statement  by  me  unnecessary  and  a  trespass  upon 
your  time  and  attention. 

The  librarian  and  his  assistants  have  been,  as  heretofore, 
faithful  and  eflScient  workers  in  the  interest  of  the  institution 
and  of  the  public. 

The  Public  Library  is  designed  for  civic  culture.  Universal 
education  has  come  to  be  a  distinguishing  feature  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  this  age.  Not  long  ago,  culture  and  the  knowledge 
stored  in  books  were  accessible  only  to  a  few.    The  mass  of  the 
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people  were  debarred  from  the  vast  store-house  of  wisdom, — the 
libraries  of  the  world, — and  all  were  kept  securely  behind  bolts 
and  bars, — it  was  like  the  one  talent  which  the  unworthy  serv- 
ant kept  hid  in  a  napkin,  without  gain,  and  to  the  confusion  of 
the  servant.  The  same  was  true  of  all  kinds  of  educational  in- 
stitutions. The  wealthy  and  the  powerful  alone  had  access  to 
them.  Therewasnoentrancefor  the  common  people.  Even  with 
skilled  artisans,  there  were  guilds  or  organizations  designed  to 
restrict  the  knowledge  of  the  arts  to  the  particular  guild  for 
the  benefit  of  its  members.  In  government,  too,  less  than  two 
hundred  years  ago,  there  was  also  a  monopoly  of  power,  ^^kings 
by  the  grace  of  God,"  which,  being  truly  interpreted,  means 
kings  by  virtue  of  successful  robbery  on  a  large  scale  by  some 
remote  ancestor! 

These  barriers  have  now  been  all  broken  down.  The  voice  of 
the  people  is  heard  by  governments  the  world  over.  No  art  is 
restricted.  Anybody  is  at  liberty  to  do  anything  which  he  can 
learn  to  do.  The  university  is  everywhere, — in  free  lectures,  in 
magazines  and  periodicals,  in  scientific  publications  made  pop- 
ular, and  in  the  university  extension  course,  open  to  all, — and 
it  is  the  glory  of  the  Public  Library  at  the  present  day,  and  of 
all  libraries,  that  they  have  the  "open  door,"  that  the  intellec- 
tual nutriment  contained  in  their  alcoves  circulates  through  the 
social  body  like  blood  in  the  human  system,  to  regenerate  and 
to  upbuild. 

The  influence  of  a  public  library  like  this  is  not  easily  nor  di- 
rectly traceable  in  anything  like  its  real  extent.  Like  the  dew 
and  the  sunshine  it  is  pervasive,  and  like  the  magnetic  currents 
which  traverse  the  earth,  it  is  constant.  And  as  the  sun  stirs  to 
life  every  living  thing,  with  silent,  ceaseless  force,  so  is  the  in- 
fluence of  the  library  upon  the  public  mind,  constant  and  un- 
traceable throughout  a  vast  portion  of  its  extent.  A  mind 
awakened  to  thought  to  whatever  extent,  great  or  small,  in  the 
public  schools,  and  by  the  attritions  of  an  intelligent  commu- 
nity like  this,  finds  food  for  its  appetite  in  the  library,  and  de- 
velops along  its  own  particular  line, — at  length,  we  have  a 
Morse,  an  American  Ericsson,  an  Edison,  or  a  Marconi,  and  oup 
country,  and  the  whole  world,  reaps  the  rich  harvest  of  their 
achievements.     Thousands  develop  in  the  same   manner,    by 
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means  of  this  university  for  the  people,  with  a  fruitage  for  the 
community,  far  less  striking  in  the  individual  indeed,  but  ten- 
fold more  efficient  for  the  common  weal  than  any  one  of  those 
whose  statues  adorn  the  temple  of  fame — 

*'The  bust  outlasts  the  throne, 
The  coin,  Tiberius." 

For,  all  the  value  of  the  most  notable  inventions  would  be 
lost  if  there  were  not  an  intelligent  community  to  appreciate, 
utilize,  and  enjoy  them.  We  of  this  generation  have  grown 
to  our  places  with  the  century  as  it  has  advanced,  largely 
through  the  education  which  the  library  affords, — ^a  public  and 
universal  education,  ceaseless  and  interminable,  which  both 
creates  the  rapid  advances  which  have  been  witnessed,  and  fits 
all  the  people,  each  in  his  own  sphere,  to  appreciate  and  enjoy 
the  progress  around  them,  and  in  which  they  participate. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors. 

J.  O.  MARBLE, 

President. 
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To  John  0.  Marble  J  M.  Z)., 

President  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

Following  is  the  fortieth  annual  report  of  the  librarian;  it  is 
the  twenty-ninth  which  I  have  presented: 

The  tables  which  asually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  library,  its  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by  read- 
ers and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading-rooms 
and  library,  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record  such  other 
facts  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  the  custom  to  call  atten- 
tion to. 

Addition  to  Building. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  changes  in 
the  older  portion  of  the  library  building,  now  nearly  completed. 
An  addition  of  eighteen  feet  has  been  made  to  the  front  of  the 
original  building,  and,  by  means  of  this,  much  enlarged  rooms 
have  been  secured  in  two  stories  and  the  basement.  The  room 
in  the  basement  will  be  used  for  the  storage  of  volumes  added 
to  the  circulating  department. 

The  enlarged  room  in  the  first  story  will  serve,  as  the  smaller 
one  has  done  heretofore,  as  a  delivery-room  for  grown-up  per- 
sons, and  young  persons  of  high  school  age.  Children  under 
that  age  will  have  separate  quarters  provided  for  them. 

The  delivery-room  has  been  very  much  crowded  up  to  this 
time,  and  the  ventilation  has  been  poor. 
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The  comfort  of  users  of  the  circulating  department  will  be 
enhanced  by  having  a  large  and  well  ventilated  room  in  which 
to  sit,  and  by  having  the  use  of  the  room  confined  to  adults  and 
older  boys  and  girls. 

The  new  delivery-room  will  be  surrounded  with  shelving,  and 
the  walls  will  be  lined  with  the  latest  additions  to  the  circulat- 
ing department,  and  other  choice  books.  That  is  to  say,  persons 
using  that  department  will  be  allowed  to  rummage  among 
thousands  of  popular  books,  instead  of  among  the  few  hun- 
dred that  it  has  been  practicable  to  display  outside  of  the 
counter.  The  counter  will  be  much  longer  than  the  one 
which  has  been  in  use,  and  so  more  attendants  can  work  at  it, 
and  the  public  will,  it  is  confidently  believed,  be  served  with 
greater  promptness. 

The  second  story  of  the  old  library  building  has  for  many 
years  been  occupied,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the  books  of  the 
Worcester  District  Medical  Society.  These  books  can  be  used 
by  residents  of  Worcester,  in  the  library  building,  and,  by  per- 
mission of  the  librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  taken  home. 
That  is  to  say, they  can  be  used  with  the  same  freedom  as  books, 
placed  in  a  portion  of  the  intermediate  department,  which  re- 
quire application  to  the  librarian,  and  permission  from  him,  in 
their  freest  use.  The  Medical  Society,  in  answer  to  a  request  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  agreed  to 
move  its  books  into  the  French  roof,  and  leave  the  second  story 
for  the  use  of  that  library.  The  French  roof  has  been  ventilated 
and  renovated,  for  the  reception  of  the  property  of  the  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  by  the  1st  of  January,  1900,  the  society  will  be 
comfortably  housed  in  its  new  quarters. 

The  second  story  of  the  old  building  will  hereafter  be  utilized 
for  the  benefit  of  younger  children.  The  enlarged  new  room 
will  be  used  as  a  delivery-room  and  a  reference-room.  The 
latter  will  be  separated  from  the  former  by  a  railing,  and  will 
be  provided  with  a  table,  low  chairs,  and  a  bookcase,  with  such 
books  as  children  of  the  age  provided  for,  need. 

Around  the  delivery-room  will  be  placed  bookcases,  and,  as  in 
the  room  below,  the  walls  will  be  lined  with  books.  In  this 
way  a  large  number  of  children's  books  will  be  provided  for 
children  to  handle  freelv,  instead  of  the  smaller  number  which 
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it  has  been  feasible  to  supply  in  a  case  in  a  corner  of  the  old 
delivery-room  of  the  story  below. 

The  children's  room  will  be  in  the  care  of  attendants  partic- 
ularly adapted  to  deal  with  boys  and  girls.  The  general  super- 
vision will  be  entrusted  to  Miss  Tyler,  the  head  of  the  circulat- 
ing department. 

The  same  access  to  large  numbers  of  books  in  the  portions  of 
the  circulating  department  given  up  to  adults  and  children,  will 
be  allowed,  it  thus  appears,  as  is  at  present  enjoyed  in  the  ref- 
erence department,  in  the  new  building. 

It  has  been  the  wish  of  the  librarian  for  ten  years  past  to  af- 
ford facilities  for  freer  access  to  the  books  in  the  popular  por- 
tions of  the  library,  but  it  was  impracticable  to  do  so  in  the 
fulness  desired  in  a  building  constructed  as  oure  is,  until  the 
changes  now  effected  could  be  made,  and  until  the  books  in  the 
circulating  department  could  be  classified.  The  work  of  clas- 
sification, as  will  appear  later,  has  already  been  begun. 

The  new  library  building  was  ready  for  occupancy  April  1, 
1890.  After  the  heavy  expenditures  of  the  city  for  that  build- 
ing, it  seemed  unwise  and  greedy  to  ask  it  to  enter  at  once  upon 
other  costly  improvements.  The  business  depression  began  in 
1803.  At  such  a  time  there  is  a  large  demand  on  a  library  for 
books,  and  it  would  have  been  very  improper  for  us  to  have 
asked  the  city  government,  while  the  depression  lasted,  to  do 
anything  more  than  to  give  us  money  for  books  and  running 
expenses. 

At  the  first  dawn  of  prosperity,  the  library  authorities  asked 
for  money  to  institute  improvements.  The  city  government 
readily  granted  their  request,  and  thus  enabled  the  libraiy  to 
afford  desired  new  facilities  to  users.  Other  expenses  will  have 
to  be  incurred,  as  will  be  shown  hereafter,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
the  reasonableness  of  empowering  them  will  become  apparent 
to  the  city  government. 

The  librarian  has  plans  for  various  improvements  in  mind,  in 
fact  keeps  always  before  him  the  picture  of  a  model  institu- 
tion, one,  however,  which  is  taking  on  new  features  constantly, 
and  will  advise  changes  whenever  he  considers  it  proper  to  ask 
for  the  necessary  means  for  making  them. 

Tt  is  believed  that  the  enlarged  rooms,  now  almost  completed, 
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will  be  finished  and  ready  for  use  February  1, 1900.  When  oc- 
cupied, children  under  the  high  school  age  wishing  to  use  the 
library  for  purposes  of  reference,  will  be  accommodated  in  the 
children's  room  instead  of  in  the  Green  Library  room.  By  thus 
separating  younger  children  and  adults,  both  in  the  circulat- 
ing and  reference  departments,  it  is  believed  that  both  will  be 
more  comfortable,  and  better  attended  to. 

Before  closing  this  portion  of  my  report,  it  is  my  duty  to  say 
that  the  Board  of  Directors  and  city  owe  hearty  thanks  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Improvements,  Mr.  Ely,  for  the 
ability,  zeal  and  cheerfulness  with  which  he  has  attended  to 
the  various  and  arduous  duties  which  have  been  placed  upon 
him  in  superintending  the  construction  of  the  addition  to  the 
building,  and  looking  after  matters  involved  in  making  other 
changes. 

Size  and  Use  of  Library. 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  library  125,496  volumes,  divided  among  the  different 
departments  as  follows:  Green  Library,  25,048;  intermediate 
department,  42,099;  circulating  department,  58,349.  These  fig- 
ures show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  216  volumes  in  the 
Green  Library;  2,448  in  the  intermediate  department,  and  2,492 
in  the  circulating  department,  or,  5,156  volumes  in  all;  6,015 
volumes  were  added  during  the  previous  year. 

Five  hundred  and  forty-one  papers  and  other  periodicals  are 
now  taken  by  the  library;  517  were  taken  the  year  before. 

There  has  been  a  large  use  of  the  library  during  the  past  year; 
316,730  volumes  represent  the  home  and  reference  use  of  the 
institution,  which  was  divided  as  follows:  Home  use,  196,485; 
reference  use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sundays  and  holidays),  117,- 
455;  Sunday  use,  2,076;  holiday  use,  714.  Of  the  volumes  given 
out  in  the  circulating  department  last  year,  14,860  were  taken 
out  on  cards,  which  teachers  may  use  wholly  for  their  own  ben- 
efit (but  which,  in  fact,  they  use  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
immediate  interests  of  their  pupils),  and  16,938  (an  increase  of 
2y045  volumes  over  the  previous  year)  on  cards  which  teachers 
use  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  scholars. 
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As  Stated  hetote,  a  large  portion  of  the  books  taken  out  b; 
teachers  for  themselTes  and  scholars  are  taken  to  their  own 
and  children's  homes,  and  are  in  use  on  Saturday  and  Sunday 
as  well  as  during  the  five  days  of  the  school  week.  As  stated 
last  year,  the  school  use  is  not,  of  coarse,  nearly  the  whole  ose 
of  the  library  by  children,  for  in  addition  to  their  very  large  use 
of  hooks  in  making  investigations  in  the  library  building,  great 
numbers  use  their  parents'  cards  in  getting  books  to  take  home, 
and  7,454  volumes  (an  increase  of  2,558  volumes  over  the  prei 
vious  year)  were  given  out  last  year  on  blue  cards,  which  are 
given  out  to  children  under  fifteen  whose  parents  or  teachers 
desire  them  to  have  home  privileges.  The  books  given  out  on 
blue  cards  are  examined  by  attendants  iu  the  library  before 
they  are  given  out,  to  see  that  young  children,  so  far  as  possi- 
ble, get  only  books  adapted  to  their  ages  and  capacities. 

Delivery  Stations. 

Books  were  first  sent  to  delivery  stations  May  14, 1898.  Dar- 
ing the  sis  and  a  half  months  of  their  existence,  in  the  library 
year  of  1897-98,  3,561  books  were  distributed  through  them. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  renewed  efforts  were 
made  to  make  residents  in  the  suburbs  understand  that  the 
stations  were  available.  Good  results  have  followed,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  annexed  table: 
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It  appears  from  the  table  that  11,594  volumes  were  sent  to 
the  stations  during  the  year  just  closed. 

Making  a  comparison  of  the  use  of  the  stations  during  the 
last  six  months,  and  the  six  months  closing  the  previous  year,  it 
appears  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  distributed 
through  the  stations  was  2,210,  or  more  than  67  per  centum 
greater. 

The  largest  number  of  volumes  was  sent  to  Quinsigamond, 
instead  of  to  Greendale,  as  in  the  previous  year.  The  remaining 
seven  stations,  placed  in  the  order  of  the  number  of  books  sent 
to  them,  are:  South  Worcester,  Greendale,  Grafton  square, 
Lake  View,  New  Worcester,  Tatnuck,  and  Belmont  street. 

The  most  notable  change  is  that  of  Quinsigamond,  from  fifth 
place  to  first. 

The  largest  number  of  new  accounts  opened  last  year  was  at 
South  Worcester.  The  others  follow  in  this  order:  Quinsiga- 
mond, Grafton  square,  Greendale,  Belmont  street,  Lake  View, 
with  Tatnuck  and  New  Worcester  equal. 

The  stations  are  at  the  same  places  as  last  year.  One  change 
has  been  made  in  keepers.  Mr.  Charles  F.  Lybeck  resigned,  and 
his  successor  in  business,  Mr.  Axel  D.  Anderson,  has  taken  his 
place. 

The  statements  here  made  show  that  the  Free  Public  Library 
is  doing  well  its  work  as  a  bureau  of  information,  as  a  resort  for 
study,  and  as  a  distributor  of  wholesome  and  instructive  liter- 
ature, among  the  young  and  mature  residents  of  Worcester. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  fact  that  the  considerable  growth 
in  the  use  of  the  library  the  past  year  is  not  exceptional.  Dur- 
ing the  last  six  years  the  increase  has  been  110,676  volumes. 

Use  of  Pictures. 

Good  use,  and  a  largely  increased  use,  has  been  made  during 
the  year  just  closed  of  our  extensive  and  valuable  pictorial  il- 
lustrative material.  As  in  the  year  before,  our  stores  have  been 
drawn  upon  for  frequent  examination  by  clubs,  classes  and  in- 
dividuals. Four  exhibitions  have  been  held,  to  which  the  public 
has  been  invited. 

The  first  opened  February  6,  and  closed  March  8.   It  consisted 
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of  the  following  works,  published  to  illustrate  buildingB  and 
objects  of  interest  connected  with  the  Columbian  ExpoBition, 
held  in  Chicago  in  1893:  Marvels  in  Art,  Bancroft's  Book  of 
the  Fair,  Art  of  the  World,  and  Walton's  Art  and  Architec- 
ture. The  exhibition  was  largely  attended,  and  gave  great 
satisfaction. 

The  second  exhibition  was  given  mainly  for  the  benefit  of 
school  children,  and  illustrated  seven  styles  of  architecture 
which  are  studied  in  the  ditferent  grades  of  the  grammar 
schools.  The  lecture  hall  was  filled  with  plates  and  elaborately 
illustrated  volumes,  and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  ex- 
hibition proved  one  of  the  most  profitable  which  we  have  given 
for  the  benefit  of  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  It  was  open 
from  March  9  to  25. 

The  past  year,  as  in  the  year  previous,  the  Worcester  Public 
School  Art  I^eague  was  allowed  to  use  our  art  galleries  to  dis- 
play a  collection  of  photographs  which  it  had  imported  and 
framed  for  placing  on  the  walls  of  school  rooms.  The  collection 
was  a  beautiful  and  valuable  one,  and  was  visited  by  over  1,800 
I>ersons.  School  teachers  and  scholars  predominated  in  the 
body  of  visitors.  The  exhibition  was  open  from  September  30 
to  October  7. 

The  last  exhibition  was  held  from  October  13  to  November  4, 
and  consisted  of  Walters'  Oriental  Ceramic  Art,  and  a  collection 
of  large  photographs,  reproducing  portraits  by  Van  Dyck.  It 
evidently  gave  pleasure  to  the  large  number  of  visitors. 


Cataloguing. 

September  1,  1894,  the  librarian  began  a  revision  of  the  card 
catalogue.  In  1898,  the  Board  of  Directors,  after  consultation 
with  the  librarian,  approved  the  plan  of  revision,  and  arranged 
for  a  larger  force  in  the  cataloguing  department,  in  order  that 
the  work  might  go  on  more  rapidly.  Some  time  was  required 
to  reorganize  the  department,  but  it  has  been  in  excellent  order 
the  past  year,  and  a  large  amount  of  good  work  is  being  done. 

I  wish  to  express  my  sense  of  the  industry,  rapidity  and  ex- 
cellent work  of  the  young  ladies  in  this  department.    The  work 
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of  revision  is  being  carried  on;  we  are  working,  in  accordance 
with  the  original  plan,  as  fast  as  possible  to  bring  into  one  al- 
phabet the  cards  for  all  the  books  in  the  library;  to  classify  the 
books  in  the  circulating  department  on  the  plan  of  classifica- 
tion which  has  prevailed  in  the  reference  library  since  we  came 
into  the  new  building,  and  to  provide  for  the  circulating  depart- 
ment and  children's  room  card  catalogues  of  all  the  books  in 
those  departments.  The  undertaking  is  a  large  one,  but  neces- 
sary, and  is  being  pursued  so  systematically  that  its  accomplish- 
ment seems  feasible  in  a  reasonable  period. 

80  much  work,  and  work  of  so  high  an  order  as  is  being 
done,  calls  for  a  considerable  expenditure.  The  item  in  the  es- 
timates for  cataloguing  is  therefore  considerably  larger  than  it 
has  been  before. 

It  will  not  do,  however,  to  get  behind  in  this  matter,  and  it  is 
comforting  to  remember  that  expenses  in  this  department  will 
be  likely  to  grow  less  in  future  years.  We  are  now  in  the  midst 
of  the  work,  and  must  spend  the  amount  which  is  necessary, 
year  by  year,  until  the  revision  is  completed. 

A  catalogue  case,  of  the  most  approved  pattern,  has  been 
bought  the  present  year,  and  smaller  cases  will  be  provided  as  a 
part  of  the  furniture  of  the  circulating  library  and  children's 
rooms. 

This  year  it  is  also  necessary  to  print  a  Finding  List,  that  is 
to  say,  an  author  index,  under  class  headings,  of  the  additions  of 
popular  books  during  the  past  four  years.  Such  a  list  is  needed 
at  the  delivery  stations,  and  in  the  homes  of  residents,  as  well 
as  in  the  library,  in  addition  to  the  card  catalogue.  An  estimate 
for  doing  this  work  has  been  prepared,  and  will  be  submitted 
to  you  to  place  as  an  item  in  the  estimates  to  be  sent  to  the 
mavor. 


Additional  Assistance. 

The  items  in  the  estimates,  which  you  are  to  examine,  for  as- 
sistance by  the  hour,  and  for  assistants  elected  by  the  board, 
or  at  any  rate  hired  by  the  month  or  year,  are  larger  than  they 
have  been. 
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These  items  will  necessarily  increase  in  amount,  as  the  library 
grows  in  size  and  use,  in  consequence  of  increased  appreciation 
of  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  using  it,  and  as  the  popula- 
tion increases. 

I  have  to  report  also,  what  may  seem  strange  to  outsiders, 
who  know  little  about  library  work,  that  my  assistants  are 
over-worked.  The  demand  for  aid  by  the  public  grows  every 
year,  and  the  work  of  attendants,  especially  in  the  reference 
department,  grows  harder  and  more  wearing  constantly. 
This  must  necessarily  be  the  case  where  a  library  is  conducted 
as  ours  is,  as  a  great  bureau  of  information,  and  as  an  educa- 
tional institution,  in  which  continually  aid  is  afforded  to  per- 
sons making  investigations  among  the  people  at  large. 

It  must  be  remembered,  too,  that  a  children's  department  is 
to  be  added  to  the  other  departments,  and  that  large  numbers 
of  books  are  to  be  exposed  for  free  access  by  readers.  Both  of 
these  changes,  and  other  facilities  contemplated  in  making  the 
additions  to  the  building,  call  for  increased  expenditure. 

The  library  is  conducted  on  the  most  economical  principles, 
but  as  it  grows  in  importance,  needs  added  income  to  carry 
it  on. 

I  wish  to  express  my  confidence  and  satisfaction  respecting 
the  assistants  now  in  the  library.  I  am  ably  and  cheerfully  sec- 
onded by  the  heads  of  departments,  and  all  of  the  attendants  are 
worthy  of  praise  for  faithful  and  efficient  labor  in  the  service  of 
the  community. 


Gifts. 

A  list  of  the  persous  and  institutions  to  which  we  are  in- 
debted for  gifts  is  appended  to  this  report. 

Especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  libraries  of  Harvard  and  Co- 
lumbia Universities,  to  the  Massachusetts  State  Library,  and  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  for  their  kindness  in  the  past  year,  and 
for  many  jears,  in  lending  us  books  for  the  use  of  residents  of 
Worcester.  Numerous  other  institutions  have  been  equally 
kind,  but  we  have  not  had  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  kindness 
so  often  as  in  the  eases  of  the  institutions  mentioned  bv  name. 
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Librarian's  Account. 

Following  is  my  account  for  the  money  received  for  fines,  etc., 
properly  vouched  by  the  Finance  CJommittee: 

City  of  Worcester, 
Free  Public  Library,  December  22,  1899. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel 
S.  Green,  librarian,  from  December  1, 1898,  the  date  of  the  last 
settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  librarianls  hands  De- 
cember 1,  1898,  f  811  88 
Received  for  fines,  798  54 
Received   for  sales  of  copies  of  the 
printed  catalogues  and  lists  of  ad- 
ditions, 16  51 
Received  for  books  injured  or  lost,  12  95 
Deposits,  17  75 
Miscellaneous  receipts,  43  04 


11,610  67 


Deposits  returned,  |17  75 

Paid  to  F.  W.  White,  city  treasurer,  735  90 

f  753  65 

Balance  in  librarian's  hands  Dec.  1,  1899,      |857  02 


f  1,6^0  67 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 

T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 

Finance  Committee. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

Monioipal  appropriation, 
Monioipal  appropriation,  addition  to 
old  building  and  changes  in  it, 
Income  from  invested  funds:  — 

Qreen  Library  fund. 

Beading-room  fund. 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses. 

Receipts  from  fines. 

Receipts  from  sale  of  catalogues  and 

lists  of  additions. 
Payments  for  missing  or  damaged  books, 
Sundries, 

Gash  on  hand  at  last  report: — 

Municipal  appropriation, 
Qreen  Library  fund, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 
Reading-room  fund. 


EXPENDITURES. 

BOOK  ACCOUNT. 

Books:  — 

Qreen  Library  fund. 
City  appropriation. 

Periodicals: — 

City  appropriation. 
Reading-room  fund, 

Binding, 

BUILDINO  ACCOUNT. 

Repairs  and  additions,  furniture  and  fixtures, 

Addition  to  old  building  and  changes  in  it, 

Insurance, 

Fuel, 

Lights, 


•27,500  00 

8,000  00 

•1,572  85 
489  20 

2,012  05 

5,755  82 

708  54 

16  51 
12  95 
53  04 

•44,058  41 

•834  87 
818  55 
811  88 
611  89 

3,077  19 

•47,135  60 

•859  24 

8,052  00 

•8,911  24 

•949  35 

513  10 

1,462  45 

2,316  85 

•1,978  80 

4,935  98 

631  00 

857  25 

1,261  65 
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SALARY  ACCOUNT. 

AdmiDistration  (including  wages  of  janitors),  910,572  06 

Gatalogning,  2,280  64 

Extra  service,  3,901  50 

SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogue,  973  20 

Blanks  and  stationery,  237  42 

Postage  and  revenue  stamps,  202  64 

Sundries:— 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.,  9379  92 

Printing  annual  report,  57  46 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,  etc.,  840  93 


Cash  on  hand  December  1, 1899:  — 
Green  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund. 
Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of 

catalogues,  etc., 
Balance  of  city  appropriation. 
Balance  of  city  appropriation  for 

addition  to  old  building,  etc.. 


ACCESSIONS. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department, 


Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department, 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department, 


1,278  31 

940,900  99 

91,532  16 

536  09 

857  02 

245  32 

3,064  02 

6,234  61 

$47,135  60 

215 

1,365 

2,910 

4,490 

548 

41 

589 

1 

545 

46 

592 
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Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the  library: 

Intermediate  department, 
Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department, 

Number  of  volumes  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Intermediate  department,  5 

Circulating  department,  469 


474 


43 


Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report: 

Intermediate  department,  6 

Circulating  department,  37 

Net  increase  for  the  year, 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported : 

Green  Library,  24,832 

Intermediate  department,  39,661 

Circulating  department,  55,857 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library. 


1 
1 


517 


5,156 


120,340 
125,496 


Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 
Intermediate  department. 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department. 


42 

498 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  143 

Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room,  55 

Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds. 
Green  Library  fund. 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room, 


314 

1 

28 


540 


198 


343 


CIRCULATION. 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open. 
Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open. 
Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open. 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use. 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use. 


306 

365 

365 

196,486 

*117,466 


*  Of  this  number,  41,304  shows  the  use  of  portfolios  and  volumes  used  In  the  art 
exhibitions. 
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Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  1,026 

(Circulation  department,  642;  reference  department,  384) 

Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  January  10,  2,061 

(Largest  in  circulating  department,  February  4, 1,368; 

in  reference  department,  January  10, 1,263) 

Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  June  20,  288 

(Smallest  in  circulating  department,  February  13, 197; 

in  reference  department,  June  20,  46) 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for:— 

Circulating  department,  24 

Number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for:  — 

Intermediate  department,  6,  )  -^^ 

Circulating  department,  13,  j 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  469 

Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  9,327 

Number  of  volumes  bound,  4,666 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  2,669 

Total  number  of  names  registered  (a  new  registry 

made  November  1,  1889),  30,216 

SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  P.  M. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  4,127 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  6,966 

Total  number  of  persons,  10,083 

Average  number  of  persons,  194 

Largest  attendance,  November  12,  306 

Smallest  attendance,  April  30,  116 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  (for  use  within  the  building),  2,076 

Average  number  of  volumes  delivered  per  Sunday,  40 

HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  reading-room  is  open  from  9  A.  M.  to  9.30  P.  M. 

The  lower  room  is  open  from  8  A.  M.  to  9.30  P.  M. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  891 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  993 

Total  number,  1,884 

Average  number  of  persons,  269 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  169 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  106 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  714 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  102 

SAMUEL  S.  QREEN, 

lAbrarian. 
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APPENDIX. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

2 
Givers.  .     3 

id      o- 

I   £ 

Abbot  Public  Library,  Marhleheady  Mass,  1 

Adams,  Charles  Francis,  Boston  ^  Mass,  2 

Adams  Nervine  Asylum,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass,  1 

Adler,  Cyrus,  Washington,  D.  C,  ,1 

Aguilar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York  City,  1 

American  Agricultural  Library,  Springfield,  Mass. 
American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  New  York  OUy,  1 

American -Irish  Historical  Society,  j    1 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City,  '    1 

American  National  Red  Cross  Relief  Committee,  New  York  Cityj]    1 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  New  York  City,        1    1     2 
American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass.,  |  1 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass.  '  2 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  Mass., 
Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass., 
Anonymous,  6  plates,  1  card,  broadside,  1  newspaper,  news- 
paper cuttings,  2  10 
Apprentices'  Library  Company,  PhiUidelphia,  Pa,  1 
Armstrong,  George  W.,  Boston,  Mass,, 
Arundel  Society,  London,  Eng.,  1  broadside,  |  1 
Atkinson,  Edward,  Brookline,  Mass.,  4 
Baillle's  Institution  Free  Library,  Olasgow,  Scotland,  \  1 
Ball,  Jfias  Helen  A.,  |  1 
Ballinger,  John,  Cardiff,  Wales,  1 
Banta,  Theodore  M.,  New  York  City,  \  1 
Barrow-in-Furness  Free  Public  Library, 

Bartlett,  William  H.,  |    1 

Beer,  W.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  3  photogravures, 

Biblioteca  Nazionale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy,  \         23 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass.,  1 

Birmingham,  England,  Free  Libraries,  .  1 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  Eng.,  \  1 

Boston,  City  Hospital,  1 

City  Messenger,  3 

City  Registry  Department,  1 

Department  of  Municipal  Statistics,  1     8 

Public  Library,  '    3   11 

School  Committee,  I    1 

Boston  Associated  Charities,  '  1 

Boston  Beacon,  Boston,  Mass.,  .  1 

Boston    Manufacturers'  Mutual    Fire  Insurance  Co.,  Boston, 

Mass.,  ^  1 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  1     1 

Boston  Transit  Commission,  2 

Boston  University,  Boston,  Mass.,  ,    2 

Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  Boston,  Mass.,  2' 
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GIVBBS. 


Bostonian  Society,  Bottonj  Mom, 

Bourinot,  Sir  John  Q.,  Ottawa^  Canada^ 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunsvoick^  Jfaine, 

Braman,  Herbert  D., 

Bridgeport,  Conn,.  Public  Library, 

Brignton  Public  Library, 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Brookline  Public  Libra^,  Brookline^  Mass.j 

Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle,  Brooklyn,  N.  F., 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y,, 

Brooks,  Francis  A.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Brophy,  J.  C.^Boston,  Mass., 

Brown,  Wm.  T.,  Worcester, 

Brown  University,  Providence,  R,  I., 

Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  F., 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston,  Mass., 

Burlington,  Iowa,  Free  Public  Library, 

Burnham,  William  H., 

Business  Publishing  Co.,  New  York  City, 

CaUfomia,  State  Library,  Sacramento,  CaL, 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Cambridge  University,  Cambridge,  Eng., 

Canfleld,  Mrs.  P.  S., 

Carne^e  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 

Chadwick,  John  W.,  Brooklyn,  N.  F., 

Chamberlain,  D.  H.,  West  Brookfield,  Mass., 

Chamberlain,  Mrs.  Henry  H., 

Chase,  Walter  Q.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Chicago,  m.,  Board  of  Trade, 

Department  of  Public  Works, 

Public  Library, 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  Company, 
Church  Library  Association,  Cambridge,  Mass., 
Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  O., 
Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York  City, 
Clark,  Miss  Hattie  A., 
Clark  University,  Worcester,  Mass., 
Clayton,  Henry  D.,  Eufaula,  Ala., 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Public  Library, 

Superintendent  of  Instruction, 
Colby  University,  Waterville,  Me., 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Worcester, 
College  of  William  and  Mary,  Richmimd,  Va., 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  Library, 
Concord  Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass., 
Concord  Public  Library,  Concord,  N.  a., 
Congdon,  John  W.,  Toronto,  Canada, 
Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 
Connecticut  Agricultural    Experiment  Station,  New  Haven, 

Conn., 
Contemporary  Club,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Cooks.  John  P.,  Boston,  Mass., 
Cornell  University,  Rhaca,  N.  Y., 
Cornell  University,  College  of  Agriculture,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. , 


M 

s 

m 


8 


1 
1 
2 
1 


1 
27 


12 

1 
2 


1 
3 


2 
1 


1 
3 


1 


3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
1 


2 
1 


3 
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GIVBKS. 


Ooster,  Morris,  New  York  OUyt 

Crawford,  Rev.  Sidney,  Rutland,  Mass,, 

Dall,  Mrs.  Caroline  H.,  Washingtonj  D.  C, 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N,  H., 

Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Dayton,  Ohio,  Public  Library  and  Museum, 

Denver,  Colorado,  Public  Library, 

Depew,  Chauncey  M.,  New  York  City, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 

Dexter,  Miss  Mary,  Cincinaati,  O. 

Dodge,  Benjamin  J., 

Dodge,  Reuben  R.,  SaundersviUe,  Mass., 

Dodge,  Rufus  B  ,  Jr., 

Drew  Allis  Company, 

Drexel,  George  W.  Childs,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Dunn,  Mrs,  M.  F.  S., 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md,, 

Evanston,  III,,  Free  Public  Library, 

Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  P/it(ade/p^ia,  JRa., 

Fall  River,  Mass,^  Public  Library, 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III., 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlinaton,  Vt., 

Fogg  Library,  South  Weymouth,  Mass., 

Foote,  Allen  R.,  Takoma  Park,  D.  C, 

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass., 

Francis,  Dr.  George  E., 

Franklin,  A.  B.,  Pueblo,  Cal.. 

Friends'  Book  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Friends'  Free  Library,  Oermantovm,  Pa., 

Gardner,  R.  W.,  New  York  City, 

Garrison,  William  Lloyd,  Boston,  Mass., 

General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y., 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  City, 

Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Gloversville  Free  Library,  Oloversville,  N.  Y., 

Goessman.  Gile  &  Co.,  Worcester, 

Grand  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F,  of  Mass., 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. ,  Public  Library, 

Great  Britain.    Secretary  of  the  Education  Department, 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City, 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass.,  1  leaflet,  1  folded  sheet. 

Green,  Samuel  S.,  1  plate,  1  folded  sheet, 

Grosvenor  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  F., 

Guild.  Mrs.  Reuben  A.,  Providence,  R.  I., 

Hall,  iBdward  H.,  Cambridge,  Mass., 

Hall,  J.  Elmer, 

Hall,  Walter  Scott,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Hamilton  Public  Library,  Hamilton,  Ontario, 

Harlow,  George  H., 

Harrison,  Carter  H.,  Chicago,  III., 

Hartford  Board  of  Trade,  Hartford,  Conn  , 

Hartford  Courant,  Hartford,  Conn., 

Hartford  Public  Library,  Hartford,  Conn., 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn., 
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1  leaflet. 


1 
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Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  &  Insurance  Company, 
Hartford,  Conn., 

Hartmann,  Sadakichi,  New  York  City, 

Harvard  Club.  New  York  City, 

Harvard  Divinity  School,  Cambridge^  Mass., 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mxisa,, 

Harvard  University,  Museum  of  Comparative  Zo51ogy,  Cam- 
bridge, Ma^B,, 

Hayden.  Everett,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Hazen,  Rev.  Henry  A.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Highland  Military  Academy, 

flills,  Frederick  S.,  New  York  City, 

Hills,  William  Sanford,  Boston, {Maaa., 

Hoar,  George  F., 

Hodge,  Dr.  Clifton  F., 

Hodges,  AlmonD.,  Boston^  Mass., 

Hopedale  Public  Library,  Hopedale,  Mass., 

Houghton,  F.  0.,&  Co  ,  Boston,  Mass., 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Orleans,  La  , 

Imperial  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan.  1  folded  sheet, 

Incorporated  Mercantile  Association,  Plymouth,  Eng., 

Indian  Rights  Association,  PhiUidelphia,  Pa  , 

Institute  Fr^^e  Library,  Wilmington,  Del., 

Ipswich  Historical  Society,  Ipswich,  Mass., 

•mmeson,  J.  Franklin,  Providence,  R.  1., 

Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  III., 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md  , 

Josephson,  Aksel  G.  S.,  Chicago,  III., 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society,  Topeka,  Kansas, 

Kettle,  Ernest  M.,  Boston,  Mass  , 

Kingston- upon-Thames,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library, 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Leclaire,  Alphonse,  Montreal,  Canada, 

Leeds,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Libraries, 

Leicester,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Leipziger,  Henry  M.,  New  York  City, 

Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal., 

Leominster,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Lexington,  Mass.,  Town  of, 

Libbev  Glass  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio, 

Lincoln,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 

Liverpool,  Eng.,  Public  Libraries, 

Logan.  Algernon  Sydney,  PhiUidelphia,  Pa., 

Lowell  Textile  School,  Lowell,  Mass., 

Lvnn,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

McDonald,  Arthur,  Washinqton,  D.  C, 

Maimonides  Free  Library,  New  York  City, 

Maine,  Educational  Department, 

Makuen,  G.  Hudson,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Maiden,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Manchester,  Eng  ,  Public  Free  Libraries, 


o 

O 

m 


1 
1 


1 

8 


1 
3 

2 
1 


2 
2 


1 
1 


a 
B 


26 


PUBLIC  DOCUMENT — XO.  X. 


OIYKB8. 


Manchester,  N.  H^  City  Library, 

Mankato.  Minn.,  Free  library, 

Biann,  Edward  U..  New  York  OUy, 

Mary  Land  Geological  Survey,  Bauimore.  Md,j 

Mason,  Mr$.  Sarah, 

MassachasettB,  Record  Commission, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

State  Library, 

State  Lanatic  Hospital,  NorthampUmj  JTom., 

State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Worcester,  Mass., 

State  Normal  School,  Wesifidd,  Masa., 

Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  AmherBt,  M<i8b,, 

Massachusetts  Qeneral  Hospital,  Bo«fo}i,3faM., 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology^  Boston,  Miiss,, 

Massachusetts  Reform  Club,  Boston,  Mass,, 

Massachusetts  Total  Abstinence  Society, 

Massachusetts  Volunteer  Aid  Association,  Boston,  Mass., 

Mead,  Edwin  D.,  Boston,  M<iss., 

Melrose,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Melville,  George  W.,  Washinaton,  D.  C, 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  New  York  OUy, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo,, 

Mercantile  Library  Association.  iSTan  Francisco,  Cal,, 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa,, 

Merrill,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Rath,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  1  broadside, 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich., 

Miller,  Kelly,  Washinqton,  D.  C, 

Milwaukee,  Wis,,  Public  Library, 

Minneapolis.  Minn.,  Public  Library, 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn,, 

Missouri  Botanical  Garden, 

Monroe,  Will  S.,  Westfleld,  Mass.,  17  leaflets, 

Montana  Bureau  of  An*iculture,  Labor  and  Industry,  Helena, 

Morse,  Edward  S..  Salem,  Mass.,  1  folded  sheet, 

Morse  Institute  Library,  Natick,  Mass,, 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass,, 

Mount  Vernon,  N.  F.,  Public  Library, 

Muller,  Frederick  &  Cie.,  Amsterdam, 

Nahant,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  New  York  City, 

National  Educational  Association,  Washington,  D.  C, 

National  Municipal  League, 

New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Association, 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society ^oston,  Mass., 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H., 

New  York  City,  Department  of  Education, 

New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,  New  York  City, 

New  York  Public  Library,  Astor,  Lenox  and  Tilden  Foun- 
dations, 

New  York  State  Library.  Albany,  N.  Y., 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Newton,  Mass.,  Free  Library, 

Nijhoff,  Martinus,  The  Hague,  Holland, 
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Givers. 


North  Adams,  Masa.j  Public  Library, 

Northampton,  Mosb.,  Public  Library, 

Northwestern  University,  E^vanaUm^  lU,, 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  Ohio, 

Ohio  Wesley  an  University,  Delaware,  O., 

Otis  Library,  Norwich^  Conn., 

Ottawa  Library  and  Scientific  Society,  Ottawa,  Canada, 

Oxford,  Mas8,,  Public  Library, 

Paine,  Nathaniel, 

Panin,  Ivan,  Gfra/ton,  MasB., 

Parker,  W.  Thornton, TFiMtboro,  Mass,, 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Patten,  Mary  Caverly,  Worcester,  6  cards, 

Paul,  ICegan.  French,  Triibner  &  Co.,  London,  Eng., 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass., 

Peabody  Institute,  P^bodp,  Mass., 

Peabody  Museum  of  ArchsBology  and  Ethnology,  Cambridge, 

Mass., 
Pennsylvania  Library  Club,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Pennsylvania  Museum  and  School  of  Industrial  Art, 
Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pti,., 
Peoria,  III.,  Public  Library, 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
Perry,  Alfred  Tyler,  Hartford,  Conn., 
Peters,  Wm.  Richmond  and  John  P., 
Philadelphia  City  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Philadelphia  Free  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Philadelphia  Museum,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  H., 

Piper,  Rev.  George  F.,  Northfleld,  Mass.,     newspaper  cuttings, 
Plymouth,  Engf.,  Free  Public  Library  and  newsrooms, 
Portland,  Me.^  Public  Library, 
Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J., 
Providence,  R.  /.,  City  Engineer, 

City  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 
Publishers  of  the  Deseret  News,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 

2  newspapers, 
Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng., 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N,  Y., 
Rice,  Franklin  P., 

Richardson,  W.  Adams,  estate  of,  WashingUm,  D.  C, 
Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  Mass., 
Robinson,  Mrs.  Sara  T.  D.,  Lawrence,  Kansas, 
Roe,  Alfred  S., 

Rogers,  Edward  H.,  Chelsea,  Mass., 
Roy,  J.  Arthur, 

Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Ottawa,  Canada, 
St.  George's  Public  Library,  London,  Eng., 
St.  Giles  Public  Library,  London,  Eng., 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library, 

St.  Martin -in-the- Fields  and  St.  Paul  Public  Library,    Lon- 
don, Eng., 
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St.  Paul  Public  Libranr.  St  Paul,  Alinn,, 

Salem,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

San  Francisco,  CaL,  Free  Public  Library, 

Sanford,  Edmund  C, 

Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  tJompany,  New  York  City, 

Scranton  Ptiblic  Library,  Scranton,  i\i., 

Shipley,  Mrs,  Marie  A.,  Chexbres,  Switzerland, 

Short,  Rei\  Charles  S., 

Smiley,  Albert  K.,  Lake  Mohonk,  N.  F., 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass., 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Soldiers'  Home  in  Massachusetts,  Chelsea.  Mass  , 

Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Illinois  Society, 

Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Massachusetts  Society, 

Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Pennsylvania  Society, 

Sotheran.  Henry,  &  Co.,  London,  Eng., 

Southbriage,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Springfiela,  Mass,,  City  Library, 

Stevenson,  William  M.,  Alleghany,  Pa., 

Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 

Stone,  Q.  ^.,  Amherst,  Mass,, 

Sturtevant,  B.  F.,  Co.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Swett,  Charles  E.,  Boston,  Mass  , 

Syracuse  Central  Library,  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 

Teggart,  Frederick  J.,  San  Francisco,  Cal., 

Tappan,  Miss  E.  M.. 

Taunton,  Mass.^  Public  Library, 

Taylor,  C.  F.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Telegram  Newspaper  Company,  1  newspaper, 

Thayer  Library,  Keene,  N,  H., 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Q^incy,  Mass., 

Thomson,  John,  PhiUidelphia,  JPti., 

Tillinghast,  C.  B.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Toronto  Public  Library,  Toronto,  Canada, 

Tucker,  Capt,  Charlton,  St.  Albans,  Eng., 

Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass  , 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass., 

Tulane  University  Library,  New  Orleans,  La., 

Underwood,  Herbert  S.,  Boston,  Mass,, 

United  States  Bureau  of  American  Republics, 

Bureau  of  Education, 

Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  First  Circuit, 

Civil  Service  Commission, 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  Labor, 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Department  of  State, 

Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Department  of  War, 

Fish  Commission, 

Industrial  Commission. 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Superintendent  of  Documents, 
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GIVKRS. 


University  of  California,  Berkeley ,  CaL, 

University  of  ChicaKO,  Chicago,  JM., 

University  of  Cincinnati,  Cincinnati,  O., 

University  of  Colorado,  Boulder,  Col., 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.  Y., 

University  of  Vermont.  Burlington,  Vt. , 

University  of  Virginia^  Charlottesville,  Va., 

Uxbridge,  Mass. /Pubhc  Library, 

Vassar  College,  PoughkeepHe,  N.  F., 

Vedanta  Society,  New  York  City, 

Verulam  Society,  Boston,  Ma^a., 

Walker,  Joseph  H., 

Walters,  Henry,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Ward.  John,  yew?  York  City, 

Washburn,  Charles  G  , 

Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo,, 

Watertown,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Wednesday  Club  of  All  Saints'  Church,  Worcester, 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass,, 

Wells  College,  Aurora,  N,  Y., 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn., 

WeBthoro,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Williams  College,  Williamstoum,  Mass,, 

Winthrop,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Wire,  George  E., 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis., 

Woburn,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Wood,  Allen  P.,  New  Bedford,  Mass., 

Worcester,  City  Auditor, 

City  Clerk, 

City  Hospital, 

Commission  to  Examine  Grade  Crossings, 

Parks  Commission, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Worcester  Academy, 
Worcester  Art  Museum, 
Worcester  Boys*  Club, 
Worcester  County  Mechanics  Association, 
Worcester  County  Musical  Association, 
Worcester  District  Medical  Society, 
Worcester  Fire  Society, 
Worcester  Insane  Asylum, 
Worcester  National  Bank, 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 
Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn,, 
Young,    Miss  Lucy  A., 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  New  York  CUy, 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Worcester,  Mass. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library: 

It  is  provided  in  the  rules  of  the  Board  of  Directors  that  the 
'^Committee  on  the  Ldbrary  shall  attend  to  the  purchase  and 
preservation  of  books/'  and  "cause  an  annual  examination  of 
the  library  to  be  made." 

As  in  other  large  libraries  where  confidence  is  felt  in  the 
librarian,  the  Library  Committee  has  worked  largely  through 
the  librarian.  It  has  been  his  duty  to  present  from  month  to 
month  lists  of  books  for  purchase  and  lists  of  such  books  as 
have  been  bought  between  meetings  of  the  committee.  These 
lists  have  been  examined  by  the  committee  with  reference  to 
approval. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  library  has  been  made  by  the 
executive  officers  of  the  library.  The  facts  elicited  by  the  ex- 
amination will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  librarian,  to  which 
reference  is  made  for  details  in  the  management  of  the  library 
during  the  past  year. 

The  committee  wishes  to  call  especial  notice  to  the  facts  that 
a  large  amount  of  thorough  w^ork  is  being  done  in  the  catalogu- 
ing department,  and  that  the  increased  expense  in  doing  it  is 
necessary.  It  would  also  emphasize  the  remarks  of  the  libra- 
rian, in  which  the  need  of  more  assistants  in  other  departments 
is  urged. 

The  committee  believes  the  library  to  be  in  a  prosperous 
condition  and  well  managed. 

G.  STANLEY  HALL, 
T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 
E.  J.  RUSSELL, 
CHARLES  M.  THAYER, 
FRANK  B.  HALL, 
Members  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING-ROOM. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  Committee  on  the  Beading-room,  in  whose  charge  .are 
the  newspaper  room,  the  magazine  and  general  periodical 
room,  and  the  ladies'  reading-room,  begs  leave  to  report  that 
during  the  year  past  it  has  aimed  to  discharge  its  responsibili- 
ties in  accord  with  the  rules  and  regulations  laid  dow^n  by  the 
Board  of  Directors. 

The  number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for  during  the  year, 
from  reading-room  and  city  funds,  was  143;  the  number  do- 
nated was  55;  total,  198. 

The  number  of  magazines  subscribed  for,  from  reading- 
room  and  city  funds,  was  314;  from  Green  Library  fund,  1; 
and  the  number  donated  28,  making  a  total  of  magazines  343. 

This  committee,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  tenders 
sincere  thanks  to  all  persons  who  kindly  made  contributions 
to  the  reading-rooms.  A  list  of  gifts  and  givers  will  be  found 
in  an  appendix. 

Details  not  here  set  forth  may  be  found  in  the  appendix  and 
in  the  report  of  the  librarian,  to  whom  and  to  whose  able  as- 
sistants the  success  of  administration  in  all  departments  of 
the  library  is  so  largely  due. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 
EDMUND  L.  PARKER, 
JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 

Committee  on  the  Reading-room, 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Electrician. 

Ladies'  home  journal. 


Textile  world. 
Worcester  evening  post. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 


American, 

American  Catholic  news, 
American  citizen, 
American  gas-light  journal, 
American  homes, 
American  Jewess, 
American  missionary, 
Amerika  og  Norden, 
Amerikanische  Tumzeitung, 
Arbetaren, 

Baptist  missionary  magazine, 
Berrow's  Worcester  journal, 


Publishers. 

Catholic  Truth  Society. 
American  Patriotic  Association. 
G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 
American  Homes  Publishing  Co. 
American  Jewess  Publishing  Co. 
American  Missionary  Association. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
F.  A.  Gaskill. 
Charles  H.  Birbeck. 


Bulletin  of  the  National  Association 


of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
Chicago  banker. 
Christian  register, 
Christian  science  journal. 
Christian  science  sentinel, 
Congressional  record, 
Conservator, 
♦Converted  Catholic, 
*C.  T.  C.  monthly  gazette. 
Democrat  leader, 
Denver  evening  post, 
Deseret  evening  news. 
Draper's  record. 
Dry  goods  economist, 
Elliott's  magazine. 
Engineering, 
Evesham  journal, 
•Fashions, 

Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel. 
Forester, 
Free  society, 
Freeport  journal, 
Gamla  och  nya  Hemlandet, 
Harlequin, 
HeflSey  educator. 
Home  missionary. 
Land  of  sunshine. 
Literary  review. 


Association. 

Publishers. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  Science  Society. 

Anonymous. 

J.  H.  Walker. 

Publishers. 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Dennie. 

G.  E.  Francis. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Denholm,  McKay  &  Co. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co. 

American  Forestry  Association. 

Charles  Quist. 

G.  A.  Ladd. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 
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Locomotive, 

Messenger, 

Mid-weekly, 

Missionary  herald, 

Money, 

Masical  times, 

New  earth, 

*New  England  Staaten  Zeitnng, 

Nya  B^demeslandet, 

Nya  Ostems  Weckoblad, 


J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 

Miss  J.  E.  Tyler. 

Pablishers. 

Anonymous. 

Pablishers. 

Pablishers. 

Pablishers. 

Pablishers. 

A.  Olofson. 


Official  gazette  of  the  U.  8.  Patent 


Office, 
(L')  opinion  pabliqae, 
Oar  dumb  animals. 
People, 

Planets  and  people, 

Positivist  review, 

Princeton  aniversity  bulletin, 

PubUc, 

Purple, 

Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Skandinavia, 
Sound  currency. 
Southern  workman, 
Street  railway  journal. 
Student's  journal. 
Sunset, 

Superintendent  and  foreman, 
Superior  leader, 
Svea, 

Tennessee^aniversity  magazine, 
•Textile  world. 
Travel, 
Tuftonian, 
Tufts  weekly, 
Union  signal, 
Universalist  leader, 
Vestkusten, 

*  Woman's  home  companion, 
Worcester  daily  spy, 
Worcester  evening  gazette, 
Worcester  evening  post, 
♦Worcesterj'frecorder, 
World's  crisis, 
•Zion's  herald, 
^Discontinued. 


U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

State   Central   Oommittee,   Social 

Labor  Party. 
Publishers. 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 
Publishers. 
Anonymous. 
Holy  Gross  College. 
Chapter   67,    Brotherhood   of   St. 

Andrew. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfleld. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Land  &  River  Improvement  Co. 
Pablishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Henry  S.  Lunn. 
Tufts  College. 
Tufts  College. 
Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Anonymous. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of   the  Free   Public 
Library: 

The  Committee  on  the  Building  has  attended  to  such  duties 
as  have  devolved  upon  it. 

Such  expenditures  as  were  necessary  have  been  made  to 
keep  the  building  well  lighted  and  heated.  The  catalogue 
case  and  tables  spoken  of  in  the  last  report  have  been  made 
and  put  in  place.  They  give  great  satisfaction  to  users  of  the 
library.  A  standard  has  been  provided  and  the  Arundel 
plates,  framed  and  glazed,  have  been  hung  upon  it.  The  pic- 
tures can  now  be  used  with  unusual  comfort  and  pleasure. 
The  halls  in  the  new  building  have  been  tinted  and  such  re- 
pairs have  been  made  as  have  been  necessary  to  keep  the  build- 
ings in  good  condition.  • 

The  coming  year  the  bills  for  coal  and  gas  will  be  somewhat 
smaller  than  in  the  previous  year,  although  a  greater  floor 
space  than  formerly  will  have  to  be  heated  and  lighted.  Con- 
siderable furniture  will  have  to  be  provided,  however,  and  un- 
usual repairs  made. 

The  roof  of  the  old  building  must  be  i*e-tinned,  a  leaded  glass 
screen  provided  between  the  reading-room  and  working-room 
in  the  reference  department,  and  new  flues  be  put  in  one  of  the 
boilers  used  in  connection  with  the  steam-heating  appai'Utus. 

The  walls  of  the  entrance  hall  and  of  some  of  the  i*ooms  in 
the  old  building  must  be  tinted. 

The  Building  Committee  acting  with  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee on  the  Committee  on  Improvements  has  aided  in  superin- 
tending the  construction  of  the  addition  to  the  old  library 
building  made  during  the  past  year  and  now  nearly  completed. 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 
LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 

Members  of  the  Building  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 


In  response  to  a  request  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  city 
government,  the  past  summer,  appropriated  f8,000  for 
making  a  considerable  addition  to  the  old  library  building, 
putting  in  a  new  elevator,  and  ventilating  and  renovating  the 
large  room  in  the  French  roof. 

The  work  was  placed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  in  the  hands 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  enlarged  by  such  members  of  the 
Building  Committee  as  were  not  members  of  the  former  com- 
mittee. 

The  committee  consisted  of  Messrs.  Ely,  Mendenhall,  Web- 
ster Thayer,  and  Pinkerton.  The  librarian  was  chosen  secre- 
tary at  the  first  meeting  June  27. 

The  contract  for  a  new  elevator,  to  be  placed  in  the  old  case 
of  the  elevator  which  had  been  long  in  use  in  the  circulating 
department,  was  at  once  awarded  in  competition  to  Mr. 
Dwight  P.  Allen  for  |550.  After  some  necessary  delay  the 
contract  for  building  the  addition  to  the  old  building  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  W.  A.  Beaudette,  the  lowest  bidder,  for  |6,100. 
This  bid  included  heating  and  ventilating  apparatus,  plumb- 
ing, wiring  and  piping  for  electric  and  gas  lighting,  and  two 
long  counters.  The  contractor  went  promptly  to  work,  but 
his  operations  were  impeded,  as  so  many  others  have  been  this 
season,  by  a  delay  in  filling  his  order  for  necessary  iron  gir- 
ders. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  (December  23)  the  masons 
and  carpenters  have  practically  finished  their  portion  of  the 
work,  and  the  new  rooms  are  in  the  hands  of  painters  and 
whiteners. 

The  contract  for  gas  and  electric-light  fixtures  has  just  been 
awarded  to  Messrs.  O.  S.  Kendall  &  Son,  and  that  for  furniture 
to  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Co. 
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It  is  believed  that  the  furniture  and  fixtures  will  be  in  place 
and  the  rooms  enlarged  by  the  addition  in  complete  order  as 
soon  as  February  1.  The  large  room  in  the  French  roof  has 
been  ventilated  and  its  walls  and  ceiling  have  been  tinted. 
Window  seats  have  been  made  and  curtains  provided.  The  Wor- 
cester District  Medical  Society,  which  is  to  occupy  that  room  in- 
stead of  the  rooms  in  the  story  below,  where  its  books  have 
been  previously  placed,  is  now  shelving  the  new  room.  Its 
property  will  be  moved  into  the  new  quarters  in  a  few  days, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  society  will  be  most  comfortably 
housed  there. 

The  need  for  the  removal  and  the  use  to  which  the  rooms  en- 
larged in  making  the  addition  are  to  be  put,  will  be  explained 
in  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

A  condensed  statement  regarding  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  this  committee  to  December  1  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 
WEBSTER  THAYER, 
ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 

Committee  on  Improvetnents. 
SAMUEL  S.  GREEN,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
regular  and  special  city  appropriations  and  to  expenditures 
therefrom,  and  to  the  Green  Ldbrary  and  librarian  funds,  for 
the  year  ending  November  30th,  1899. 

The  amount  of  the  regular  city  appropriation  last  year  was 
127,500;  the  amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund, 
15,755.32;  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  f 745.90;  balance 
of  last  year,  |834.87:  total,  |34,836.09. 

The  expenditures  were  |34,590.77,  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  1245.32. 

A  special  appropriation  of  |8,000  for  an  addition  to  the  old 
library  building,  an  elevator  and  other  purposes  was  made  by 
the  city  government.  Of  that  amount  there  had  been  ex- 
pended up  to  December  1,  |4,935.98.  The  balance  will  soon 
be  expended. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  Library  fund  is  now  |49,013.32. 
One-fourth  part  of  the  income,  |529,  has  been  added  to  it  dur- 
ing the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will  of 
Dr.  Green. 

The  amount  of  the  librarian  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  fund  amounts  to  |20,000,  is 
now  14,759.55,  counting  thirty  shares  of  Central  National  Bank 
stock  at  par. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library  and  librarian  funds, 
in  the  hands  of  the  city  treasurer,  have  been  examined  and 
found  to  correspond  with  the  schedule,  and  the  treasurer's  ac- 
count has  been  audited  and  found  to  be  correct.  The  commit- 
tee has  also  examined  and  approved  the  accounts  of  the  libra- 
rian and  of  the  treasurer  of  the  reading-room  fund. 
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It  is  made  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Directore  by  the  City 
Ordinance  to  keep  "the  building  and  books  insured." 

The  rules  of  the  Board  of  Directors  require  that  the  Finance 
Committee  "shall  see  that  the  property  in  the  care  of  the  board 
is  at  all  times  well  insured/'  It  is,  therefore,  recommended 
that,  owing  to  its  increased  value,  f5,000  additional  insurance 
be  placed  on  the  old  library  building  as  just  enlarged.  The 
work  done  by  the  Finance  Committee  in  conjunction  with  the 
Building  Committee  in  superintending  the  building  of  the  ad- 
dition to  the  old  building  is  described  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improvements. 

A  considerable  increase  in  the  appropriation  will  be  needed 
the  present  year,  as  more  attendants  will  be  required  on  ac- 
count of  the  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  in  all  its  depart- 
ments, the  establishment  of  a  new  department,  and  a  large 
addition  to  privileges  which  will  be  accorded  users  of  the  cir- 
culating department,  both  grown-up  persons  and  children, 
when  the  addition  to  the  building  becomes  available. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 

T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 

Committee  on  Finance, 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 


REGULAR  APPROPRIATION. 

Financial  Statement  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1899. 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  previous  year,  8834  87 

City  appropriation,  27,500  00 

Dog  money,  5,756  32 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.,  745  90 


834,836  09 


EXPENDITURES. 


Binding, 

82,316  85 

Printing  lists  of  additions. 

73  20 

Other  printing  and  charging  slips. 

130  26 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  post- 

age, removing  ashes,  street  sprinkling, 

and 

minor  running  expenses, 

613  42 

Covering  paper  and  stationery. 

155  25 

Postal  cards,  for  notices  to  delinquents. 

80  00 

Ordinary  repairs,  furniture,  brushes,  etc., 

1,978  80 

Coal  and  wood, 

857  25 

Electric  light, 

334  02 

Qas, 

927  63 

Water, 

379  92 

Salaries  of  assistants. 

5,841  26 

Salary  of  librarian. 

3,500  00 

Wages  of  janitor,  and  janitor's  work  done  by 

the 

hour. 

1,653  30 

Service  by  hour,  and  elevator  boy. 

3,761  50 

Cataloguing, 

1,458  14 

Insurance, 

631  00 

Reading-room, 

500  00 

Delivery  stations, 

907  62 

Books, 

8,501  35 

834,590  77 

Balance  unexpended. 

8: 

245  32 

M,836  09 

40 
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APPROPMATION  FOR  ADDITION  TO  BUILDING. 


City  appropriation, 

Ezpenditores  up  to  December  1,  1899, 

Balance  on  hand  December  1, 1899, 


$8,000  00 
4,935  98 


$3,064  02 


GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 


NOVBMBBB  30,  1899. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30, 1899,  is  as  follows: 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages, 
Dividends  on  bank  stock. 
Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits. 
Interest  on  bank  deposit. 


Of  this  income  there  has  been  added : 
To  the  fund  one- fourth  part, 
To  the  investment  account. 
To  the  book  account,  balance. 


The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of 
the  Investment  and  Book  accounts  as  veri- 
fied by  the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands 
Qf  the  city  treasurer. 


$935  00 

354  00 

800  00 

27  05 

$529  00 

31  00 

1,556  05 

$2,116  05 


$2,116  05 


Investment  Account,  viz.  : 


Nov.  30,  1898.    Nov.  30, 1899. 


Notes  secured  by  mortgage. 
Bank  stocky  par  value. 
Savings  bank  deposits, 
National  bank  deposit. 


$21,400  00 

6,800  00 

20,000  00 

284  32 


$21,400  00 

6,200  00 

20,000  00 

1,418  38 


$48,484  32 


$49,013  88 
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Book  Acoouirr,  viz. : 

Balance,  Deo.  1, 1898,  $818  65 

Three- fourths  of  annual  income  of  fond,  1,566  06 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  16  80 

$2,391  40 
Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year,  869  24 

Balance  November  30, 1899,  $1,632  16 

Recapitulation. 

Nov.  30, 1898.     Nov.  30, 1899. 
Investment  balances,  $48,484  32  $40,013  32 

Book  account  balances,  818  66  1,632  16 

$49,302  87  $60,546  48 


LIBRARIAN  FUND. 


November  30, 1899. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of 
the  investment  and  cash  accounts  as  veri- 
fied by  the  books  and  securities  in  the 
hands  the  city  treasurer: 

Bank  stock,  par  value,  $3,000  00 

Savings  bank  deposit,  1,769  66 

$4,769  66 
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TREASURER  OF  THE  READING-ROOM  FOND. 


Edmund  L.  Pabkeb,  treasurer,  in  account  with  the  Reading-room 
Fund  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

Db. 

Gash  balance  on  hand,  Dec.  1, 1898,  $611  89 

Gash  from  city  treasurer,  500  00 

Gash  dividends  on  Norwich  A  Worcester  R.  R.  stock,     88  00 
Gash  dividends  on  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock,  66  00 

Gash  interest  from  savings  banks,  296  20 


$1,661  09 


Cb. 

By  money  paid  out  for  periodicals  and  papers,  $1,018  10 

By  money  paid  out  for  stamps,  1  90 

$1,016  00 
Balance  to  next  account,  636  09 


$1,661  09 
The  reading-room  fund  is  invested  as  follows: 
Deposited  in  savings  banks,  $7,380  94 

Seven  shares  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock,  1,476  60 

Eleven  shares  Norwich  A  Worcester  R.  R.  stock,       2,000  00 

$10,866  44 

Edmund  L.  Pabkeb, 

TVeaturer. 
WoBCEerrsB,  December  1,  1899. 

WOBCESTBB,  Dec.  27, 1899. 

Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  and  the  securities  in 
the  possession  of  the  treasurer, 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 

Chairman  Finance  CommiUee, 
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THOMAS  C.  MENDENHALL,  CHARLES  M.  THAYER. 
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SAMUEL  S.  GREEN. 

ASSISTANT    LIBRARIANS. 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG,  JESSIE  E.  TYLER. 
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Korit  CATAi.O(;rEns.       Skvkstkkn  Attendants. 

EirjHT  KKKPEKS  t>F  DKMVKUY  STATlt.»NS.  FIFTEEN  KUNNERS. 

F(»UR  JANITORS.   AND  A    WARrilMAN. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  Rufus  B,  Dodge,  Mayor,  and  (he  City  Council 
of  Wojxester, 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectfully  sub- 
mit thid  their  forty-first  annual  report.  This  report  includes 
liie  separate  reports  of  the  several  standing  committees  of 
tlie  board  and  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

Each  of  these  is  clear  and  comiirehensivc*,  and  no  explana- 
tion or  amplification  is  necessary.  On  the*  other  hand  a  brief 
resum<5  of  their  more  important  features  may  be  of  use  to 
those  who  can  not  alTord  time  for  a  detailed  examination,  and 
as  wt-11  to  those  who  can,  as  scunethinj;  of  an  index  to  its  con- 
tents. 

First  in  order  of  importance,  as  a  represent  at  ive  of  the  actual 
Iin^sent  condition  of  the  library,  of  its  development  during  the 
VHSt  year  and  of  its  future  needs,  is  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

In  it  attention  is  called  to  the  final  completion  and  occu- 
]»ancy  of  the  extension  of  the  west  wing,  for  which  an  appro- 
priation was  made  by  the  City  Council  in  181H).  This  improve- 
ment is  justly  considered  the  most  important  undertaken  in 
lecent  vears,  especiallv  as  it  has  so  material Iv  increased  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  patrons  of  the  circulating  de- 
I)artment. 

The  majority  of  these  are  now  familiar  with  the  great  change 
that  has  been  wrought,  and  description  is  therefcu'e  unneces- 
sarv. 

The  necessity  f(U'  a  children's  room  has  been  a  pressing  one 
for  several  years,  and  happily  this  has  come  along  with  the 
betterment  of  the  facilities  of  the  circulating  department. 
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No  one  can  visit  this  room  during  the  afternoon  hours,  when 
its  patrons  are  mostly  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  it,  without 
being  deeply  impressed  by  the  very  effective  manner  in  which 
this  phase  of  public  education  is  being  cared  for. 

On  the  walls  of  this  room,  as  well  as  on  those  of  the  general 
delivery  room  of  the  circulating  department,  thousands  of 
books  are  exposed  to  the  free  and  unrestricted  inspection  of 
the  patrons  of  the  library. 

In  this  way  the  latest  publications  on  any  subject  may  be 
casually  examined  before  selection,  and  the  convenience  of 
readers  is  greatly  enhanced  thereby. 

Other  improvements  of  considerable  moment  will  be  found 
noted  in  the  librarian's  report  and  in  that  of  the  Committee 
on  Building;  the  construction  of  a  stack  in  the  upper  story 
of  the  new  building  for  the  accommodation  of  books  not  now 
provided  for  and  therefore  not  easily  accessible,  is  strongly 
urged. 

More  than  half  the  value  of  a  library  depends  on  the  way 
in  which  it  is  stored,  the  rapidity  and  ease  with  which  it  may 
be  consulted  being  almost  wholly  determined  by  that  fact,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  means  will  be  provided  for  carrying  out  this 
most  important  improvement. 

For  the  ])uii)()8e  of  facilitating  the  distribution  of  books,  the 
Board  of  Directors,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  librarian, 
established  a  few  years  ago  a  number  of  sub-stations  for  the 
delivery  of  books  called  for.  These  are  now  eight  in  number, 
and  during  tlie  year  covered  by  this  report  nearly  13,000  books 
were  distribntinl  through  them,  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  about  9  per  cent.  The  report  of  the  librarian  contains 
interesting  and  vahiable  comment  on  the  work  of  these  sta- 
tions. 

The  library  has  continued  its  efforts  to  aid  those  interested 
in  art,  either  directly  ur  remotely,  by  occasional  displays  of 
])orti(ms  of  its  excellent  collection  of  photographs  and  other 
illustrative  material. 

No  feature  of  its  work  is  more  highly  appreciated  than  this, 
and  none  is  more  efficiently  managed. 

Satisfactory  jjrogress  in  cataloguing  has  been  made,  and  a 
new  finding  list  for  books  added  since  18IK"i  will  shortly  be 
ready  for  sale  and  distribution. 
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The  librarian  reports  a  total  of  131,315  volumes  now  in  the 
collection,  not  including  the  library  of  the  Worcester  District 
Medical  Society,  deposited  in  the  Public  Library,  and  made 
available  for  general  public  use. 

This  library  contains  about  7,500  volumes,  so  that  the  total 
number  of  volumes  now  accessible  to  the  people  of  Worcester 
is  very  nearly  140,000. 

Through  the  system  of  exchanges  which  the  librarian  has 
established  in  his  relations  with  other  great  collections,  prac- 
tically most  of  the  important  libraries  of  the  country  are  also 
open  to  our  citizens,  a  fact  of  the  most  profound  significance. 

While  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Worcester  ranks  among 
the  larger  libraries  of  the  country  when  only  the  number  of 
volumes  is  considered,  its  place  is  still  higher  when  the  real 
value  and  raritv  of  its  collections  come  into  view. 

In  making  this  comment  it  seems  fitting  to  add  a  few  words 
in  reference  to  its  growth  and  development  during  the  rather 
exceptionally  long  and  most  highly  successful  administration 
of  the  librarian,  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Green. 

The  Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  which  now  makes  its 
forty-first  annual  report,  has  been  fortunate  in  having  only  two 
librarians.  Mr.  Green  became  connected  with  the  library  in 
1807 — as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Four  years  later,  on  Jan.  15,  1871,  he  was  elected  to  the 
po**ition  which  h(^  now  holds,  and  has  held  continuously  during 
the  past  thirty  years. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  city  of  Worcester  is  in- 
debted for  its  great  Free  Public  Library,  which  has  furnished 
its  citizens  during  the  past  year  with  the  use  of  over  three 
hundred  thousand  volumes,  more  than  to  any  or  to  all  other 
causes  to  Mr.  Green's  rare  ability  as  a  librarian,  his  never- 
wearying  interest  and  enthusiasm,  his  patience  and  skill  as  an 
administrator,  and  his  unvarying  tact  and  courtesy  in  his  deal- 
ings with  the  public. 

In  evidence  of  this  the  great  collection  itself  speaks  so 
strongly  that  additional  words  are  not  needed,  but  it  is  use- 
ful to  remember  that  in  the  report  of  Board  of  Directors  for 
the  year  1870,  there  is  no  statement  of  the  number  of  volumes 
the  library  then  contained,  because  no  one  then  knew  the  num- 
ber, even  approximately. 
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In  the  second  vear  of  his  administration,  a  count  of  the 
books  was  made  h\  Mr.  Green,  the  total  number  found  being 
almost  exartlv  27,(H)0. 

From  Uh*  rat**  at  which  accessions  were  made  at  that  time, 
it  may  be  inferr(*d  that  when  Mr.  Green  became  librarian  the 
number  of  volumes  was  ai)i)roximately  2:i,000,  or  almost  exact- 
ly one-sixth  as  many  as  at  present. 

Th<»  popuiaticju  of  the  city  in  1870  was  about  41,000,  and  at 
th(*  present  moment  it  is  very  nearly  three  times  as  great. 

Thus  during  the  past  thirty  years  the  number  of  voluin*»s 
has  increased  twice  as  fast  as  the  population. 

Hut  this  growth  in  the  supply  of  books  has  been  greatly 
€xc(MMhMl  bv  (he  increase  in  demand. 

ft 

Tn  1S7<)  (h(^  number  of  i)ersons  taking  from  the  Circulating 
ne]uirtment  was  l,()r)4,  whil«»  in  1000  it  was  more  than  ten 
times  as  great. 

Among  tlie  things  which  have  given  distinction  to  the  Wor- 
cester Public  Library  two  are  of  especial  interest  and  imjior- 
tance,  and  have  largely  had  their  origin  and  development  here. 

In  establishing  close  relations  with  the  system  of  public 
schools  and  in  uuiking  the  library  indisi)ensable  to  both  teach- 
ers and  ])upils,  Mr.  (Ireen  was  a  pioneer,  and  the  high  repu- 
tation which  the  city  (»njoys  as  an  educational  centre  is  due, 
in  a  large  measure,  to  the  si)lendid  work  which  the  library  has 
done  and  is  still  doing. 

The  early  and  continued  interest  of  the  librarian  and  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  teaching  by  pictorial  illustration  has 
resultiHl  in  an  extensive  and  valuable  collection  of  the  utmost 
utility,  and  of  which  teachers  of  all  grades  make  constant 
use. 

It  has  been  one  of  tht*  jirimary  objects  of  the  librarian  to 
satisfy  tin*  information-seeker  in  every  line  of  intellectual 
activity;  to  answer  any  cjuestion  that  is  asked,  provided  the 
answer  exists. 

The  now  almost  priceless  collections  of  the  Green  Library 
and  of  the  intermediate  department,  together  with  the  sys- 
tem of  (exchanges  already  n^ferred  to,  enable  him  to  come  near 
doing  this,  but  only,  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  at  the  cost 
of  great  labor,  involving  patient  research. 
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That  this  is  after  all  the  highest  function  of  a  great  library, 
none  will  deny. 

It  is  clearly  an  evidence  of  good  administration,  of  which 
the  librarian,  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the*  city,  may  be 
proud,  that  during  the  past  thirty  years  the  magnitude  of  the 
IMiMic  Library  has  increased  more  than  six  times,  and  its  use- 
fulness mon*  tlian  ten  times,  while  the  eost  of  its  maintenance 
is  only  thr(»e  or  four  times  what  it  was  in  1870. 

Indeed,  the  amount  appropriated  annually  by  the  city  gov- 
ernment has  not  kept  ])ace  with  the  increasing  wn»alth  of  the 
city,  a  rondilion  of  things  that  might  well  b(^  reversed  in  a 
community  whose  prosperity  dep«*nds  so  largely  ui)on  the  in- 
telligence of  all  its  members. 

The  faets  and  conditions  referred  to  above  will  be  found  in 
greater  detail  and  more  explicitly  set  forth,  along  with  many 
others  of  equal  interest,  in  the  accompanying  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Library,  the  Committee  on  the  Heading 
Koom,  the  T'ommittee  <m  the  Building,  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee, and  the*  rejiort  of  the  librarian,  to  w-hich  the  directors  re' 
speetfuUy  refer  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  library. 

p]si)ecial  attention  is  asked  to  the  exhibition  in  these  reports 
of  the  absolute  neeessity  for  a  somewhat  larger  appropriation 

for  the  maintenance  of  the  librarv  than  that  of  last  vear. 

t.  • 

It  is  believed  that  no  other  expenditure  by  the  municipality 

is  more  generally  approved  by  the  people  than  that  for  the 

sup])ort  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

No  other  institution  maintained  by  the    eity     government 

serves  so  universally  the  ])eoi)le  as  a  whole,  the  i)Oor  and  the 

rich  alike,  and  none  other  tends  more  strongly  to  conserve  and 

strengthen  the  better  tendencies  of  humanity. 

For  the  Hoard  of  Directors, 

T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 

President. 
Jan.  12,  IDiil. 


REPORT  OF  THE   LIBRARIAN   OF  THE  FREE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  Doctor   Thomas   C.  Mendenhall,  President  of  (he  Board  of 
Directors. 

Following  is  the  forty-first  report  of  the  librarian;  it  is  the 
thirtieth  which  I  have  presented. 

I  first  became  connected  with  this  institution  Jan.  1,  1867, 
when  I  came  here  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 
After  serving  in  that  capacity  for  about  four  years,  I  resigned 
the  position  to  accept  the  place  of  librarian.  The  15th  of  next 
January,  I  shall  have  been  librarian  thirty  years. 

I  do  not  propose  at  this  time  to  review  the  work  which  has 
been  done  here  during  those  years.  The  results  are  before 
you.  The  history  of  the  library  is  in  print,  and  it  is  easy  to 
trace  its  progress  from  the  small  things  of  thirty  years  ago 
to  the  proud  position  which  it  occupies  to-day.  It  is  counted 
now  among  the  large  libraries  of  the  country,  is  well  housed, 
and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  administered  institutions 
in  the  land. 

It  is  noted,  too,  as  having  introduced  and  successfully  in- 
augurated some  of  the  most  desirable  features  in  library  man- 
agement which  are  making  public  libraries  indispensable  fac- 
tors in  popular  education. 

The  administration  of  the  last  thirty  years  has  been  aggres- 
sive and  progressive:  aggressive  as  against  ignorance,  pro- 
gressive in  providing  facilities  for  the  instruction  and  rational 
entertainment  of  the  people  and  in  stimulating  the  community 
to  use  those  facilities. 

A  similar  spirit  £(mimates  us  to-day.  That  spirit,  while  it  is 
daring,  is  never  rash.  Knowing  when  to  abound,  we  have  al- 
ways recognized  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary  to  be  abased 
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sometimes  in  order  to  lay  the  foundations  of  future  prosperity. 

At  times  we  have  suffered  from  blame  for  a  disposition  to  go 
ahead  too  fast  and  spend  too  much  money;  sometimes  we  have 
been  hurried  forward  by  impatient  and  inconsiderate  criti- 
cism, but  I  think  we  have  always  had  the  tact  and  the  proper 
feeling  to  make  us  moderate  in  our  demands  when  the  com- 
munity has  been  suffering  from  adverse  circumstances,  and  so 
have  enjoyed  the  reward  of  being  allowed  to  share  in  the  pros- 
perity of  the  people. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  recent  long  period  of  business  de- 
pression, we  have,  as  you  know,  made  very  considerable  ad- 
vances in  the  administration  of  the  library,  and  in  providing 
additional  facilities  for  the  public. 

More  needs  to  be  done,  however.  Fortunately,  the  old  ambi- 
tion and  well-directed  energy  are  still  here  to  do  the  necessary 
work.  Worcester  has  grown  rapidly  and  is  still  growing,  and 
advances  must  constantly  be  made  in  the  management  of  the 
library.  At  every  stage  in  the  growth  of  the  city,  the  library 
must  be  put  on  a  plane  of  excellence  high  enough  to  conform 
with  the  stage  of  growth.  The  present  administration,  as 
stated  last  year,  always  keeps  before  the  eye  of  the  mind  an 
ideal  institution,  which  it  is  trying  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to 
embody  here. 

It  believes,  too,  that  the  city  of  Worcester  will  second  its 
endeavors,  and,  sympathizing  in  its  tempered  enthusiasm,  will 
always  be  ready  to  avail  itself  of  its  ingenuity  and  energy  in 
making  practicable  improvements. 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  library,  the  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by 
readers  and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  read- 
ing-rooms and  library,  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record 
such  other  facts  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  our  custom 
to  call  attention  to. 

Building. 

When  the  last  report  was  written,  the  expectation  was  that 
we  should  be  able  to  open  the  delivery  room  of  the  circulating 
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department  and  the  children's  room  February  1.  That  expec- 
tation was  realized,  and  the  public  has  found  great  satisfac- 
tion in  the  use  of  the  new  rooms. 

The  delivery  room,  besides  beinfc  mu<-h  larp:er  than  before, 
is  attractive,  lijrht.  airy,  cheerful,  and  in  every  way  commo- 
dious. Greater  comfort  is  secured  also  by  havinj?  the  wants  of 
smaller  children  supplied  in  a  separate  room. 

The  children's  room  has  been  a  frr(»at  success.  Then*  has 
been  a  rush  of  children  wishing  to  have  cards  and  take  out 
books.  Between  the  hours  of  4.15  and  5.4.1  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  accommodations  are  taxed  to  the  utmost.  The  ref- 
erence room  will,  therefore,  be  removed  to  the  back  portion 
of  the  room  behind  the  counter,  and  more  si>aee  thus  obtained 
for  children  who  wish  to  secure  books  to  take  home. 

Users  of  the  library  have  enjoyed  mu<*h  the  ]>rivilege  of 
rummaging  among  th(^  thousands  of  books  placed  on  shelves  in 
front  of  the  counters  in  the  delivery  rooms  of  the  circulating 
department  and  the  children's  room.  We  were  enabled,  as  is 
known,  to  much  enlarge  this  privilege  after  making  the  ad- 
dition to  the  old  library  building. 

It  is  the  intention,  and  has  be(*n  for  many  years,  to  admit 
the  public  to  sections  of  the  circulating  dei)artment  after  it 
has  been  classified.  The  new  system  of  cataloguing  and  classi- 
fication, adojited  six  years  ago,  contemplatcnl  this  added  ])riv- 
ilege,  and  it  is  always  kept  in  view.  It  will  be  several  years, 
however,  before,  with  the  means  at  our  disj^osal,  the  whole 
circu^iting  library  can  be  reclassified.  Admission  to  the  stack 
which  <-ontains  our  verv  valuable  refercMice  librarv  has  been 
allowed  since  181)0,  but  the  value  of  this  library  is  so  great 
that  the  visitor  has  to  be  accompanied  by  an  attendant.  It 
i!S  my  belief  that  the  plan  in  use  here  regarding  access  to  books 
by  the  ]Miblic  is  an  (excellent  one,  and  secures  admirable  free- 
dom in  the  use  of  books  and  care  of  the  property  of  the  city. 

It  is  noticeable  that  during  the  past  year  there  has  not  been 
a  loss  of  a  single  book  from  the  shelves  surrounding  the  Green 
fjbrary  room.  We  know,  however,  that  this  immunity  from 
loss  has  only  !)een  secured  by  watchfulness,  ^^ad  experience 
regarding  the  disap])earance  and  mutilation  of  books  in  the 
reference  department,  and  the  experience  of  other  libraries, 
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taught  lis  that  some  of  tlie  iis(»rs  of  thv.  books  iu»(m1o(1  h)okiiijr 
after.  ^Supervision  is  unostentatious,  however,  and  I  hardly 
think  that  many  ])eo]ile  are  aware  of  its  existence.  A  thief  or 
person  disposed  to  tear  out  h*av(»s  or  a  picture  from  books,  as 
he  looks  around  alwavs  finds  the  eve  of  an  attendant  lixed 
ujion  him.  The  loss  of  exposed  books  in  tin*  circulating  and 
children's  de])artnients  has  also  been  small,  but  unobtrusive 
observation  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  rooms  is  constant. 

The  Worcester  District  Medical  Librarv  has  moved  into  its 

•  ■ 

new  (luarters  in  the  upper  story  of  the  old  building,  and  is 
comfortably  housed  there,  it  is  believed.  As  now  administered, 
the  use  of  books  lielonging  to  that  library  is  as  fn^e  as  that 
of  those  in  the  more  restricted  portions  of  the  intermeduite 
dei»artment  of  our  own  library.  Access  to  the  shelves  to 
proper  persons  is  also  made  easy. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  dis]»laying  a  largely  in- 
creased number  of  periodicals  in  the  magazine  reading-room. 
A  cork  carpet  has  been  laid  in  that  and  the  ladies'  reading- 
room,  and  new  furniture  has  been  provided  in  both  rooms. 
New  fixtures  have  also  been  introduced  into  the  magazine 
room,  to  make  the  use  of  periodicals  easier  and  pleasanter. 

New  chairs  should  be  ])rovided  for  this  and  the  ladies'  read- 
ing-room  the  present  year,  and  the  magazine  room  should 
be  painted  and  tinted. 

The  pressing  need  of  the  library  to-day  is  additional  shelv- 
ing for  the  storage  of  books  in  both  the  circulating  and  refer- 
ence departments. 

It  is  i>roi)osed  the  present  year  to  build  a  stack  in  the  upper 
story  of  the  new  building  for  the  accommodaiion  of  books  in 
the  Oreen  and  intermediate  departments.  IJy  doing  this  piece 
of  work  we  can  take  books  out  of  the  prc*s(»nt  magazine  room 
and  clear  the  ground  for  action  another  year  in  providing  ac- 
C(mimodations  for  anticipated  additions  to  the  circulating  de- 
jiartment.  The  plan  of  action  is  one  which  was  decided  upon 
before  the  new  building  was  put  up,  during  consultations  re- 
garding the  best  means  of  utilizing  all  the  room,  to  the  best 
advantage,  in  both  of  the  buildings.  The  plan  is  to  support  a 
floor  even  with  that  of  the  upper  galh»ry  in  the  magazine  room 
by  timbers  kept  in  i)lace  by  pillars  built  from  the  ground,  and 
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to  cut  windows  in  the  east  and  south  walls  to  light  the  pres- 
ent magazine  room.  By  putting  in  the  floor,  accommodations 
would  be  gained  for  several  years'  growth  of  the  circulating 
department,  as  regards  the  accumulation  of  books. 

Estimates  have  been  secured  for  doing  both  of  the  pieces 
of  work  mentioned,  and  it  has  been  concluded  to  ask  the  city 
government  for  money  to  build  the  stack  the  present  year, 
leaving  the  change  in  the  magazine  room  for  another  year. 

Size  and  Use  of  Library. 

The  library  year  closed  Nov.  30.  At  that  date  there  were  in 
the  library  131,315  volumes,  divided  among  the  different  de- 
partments as  follows:  Green  Library,  25,116;  intermediate 
department,  44,787;  circulating  department,  61,412.  These  fig- 
ures show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  68  volumes  in  the  Green 
Library;  2,688  in  the  intermediate  department,  and  3,063  in 
the  circulating  department,  or  5,819  volumes  in  all;  5,156  vol- 
umes were  added  during  the  previous  year.  Five  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  papers  and  other  periodicals  are  now  taken  by  the 
library;  541  were  taken  the  year  before. 

There  has  been  a  large  use  of  the  library  during  the  past 
year;  312,374  volumes  represent  the  home  and  reference  use 
of  the  institution,  which  was  divided  as  follows:  Home  use, 
201,538;  reference  use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sundays  and  holi- 
days), 117,463;  Sunday  use,  2,893;  holiday  use,  480.  Of  the 
volumes  given  out  in  the  circulating  department  last  year, 
14,820  were  taken  out  on  cards,  which  teachers  may  use  wholly 
for  their  own  benefit  (but  which,  jn  fact,  they  use,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  in  the  immediate  interests  of  their  pupils), 
and  16,561  on  cards  which  teachers  use  exclusively  for  the 
benefit  of  scholars.  As  stated  before,  a  large  portion  of  the 
books  taken  out  by  teachers  for  themselves  and  scholars  are 
taken  to  their  own  and  children's  homes,  and  are  in  use  on  Sat- 
urday and  Sunday,  as  well  as  during  the  five  days  of  the  school 
week.  As  stated  last  year,  the  school  use  is  not,  of  course,  nearly 
the  whole  use  of  the  librarv  bv  children,  for  in  addition  to  their 
very  large  use  of  books  in  making  investigations  in  the  library 
building,  great  numbers  use  their  parents'  cards  in  getting 
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books  to  take  borne,  and  30,847  volumeB  (au  increase  of  13,393 
volumes  over  the  previous  year)  were  given  oat  last  year  on 
blue  cards,  whicli  are  given  to  children  under  fifteen  whose 
parents  or  teachers  desire  them  to  have  home  privileges.  The 
books  given  out  on  blue  cards  are  examined  by  attendants  in 
the  library  before  they  are  given  out,  to  see  that  young  chil- 
dren, so  far  aa  possible,  get  only  books  adapted  to  their  ages 
and  capacities. 

It  was  very  inconvenient  to  uae  the  circulating  library  dur- 
ing December  and  January  of  the  past  librarj-  year,  and  it  was 
not  so  much  used  as  it  would  have  been  under  more  favorable 
circumstances.  The  deficiency  in  use  the  earlier  months  was 
more  than  made  up  later,  for  the' total  use  of  the  department 
for  the  year  was  5,053  volumes  greater  than  in  the  year  be- 
fore. 

It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that  the  use  of  books  given  out  for 
persons  making  investigations  in  the  reference  department  has 
been  as  great  as  in  the  previous  year  and  has  slightly  in- 
creased, although  larger  numbers  of  books  have  been  available 
for  use  without  asking  for  them,  and  such  books  are  verj' 
generally  used. 

There  has  also  been  a  large  increase  in  the  call  for  books 
on  Sunday,  altliough  the  same  books  have  been  available  on 
the  open  shelves  as  on  week  days. 

Delivery    Statioks. 

The  following  table  shows  the  use  of  books  passing  through 
the  delivery  stations : 
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It  appears  from  tlie  table  that  12,044  volumes  were  sent  to 
the  stations  durinp:  the  year  just  closed.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  volumes  sent  over  the  previous  year  is  1.050.  or  a 
little  more  than  i)  per  centum.  The  larjrest  number  of  books 
was  sent  to  Quinsigamond.  as  in  the  year  before.  The  remain- 
ing stations,  placed  in  the  onhn*  of  the  number  of  volumes 
sent  to  them,  arc:  South  Worcester,  Greendale.  Liike  View, 
Grafton  s<]uare,  Belmont  street,  Tatnnck  and  New  Worcester. 
Tlie  rhanjres  in  the  order  during  the  year  were  as  follows: 
Lake  A'iew  passed  Grafton  .square,  Belmont  street  i)assed  Tat- 
nuck  and  New  AVorcester,  Tatnnck  passed  New  Worcester,  and 
New  Worcester  dropped  two  places,  to  the  foot  of  the  list. 
Greendale,  Lake  A'iew,  Grafton  square  and  New  Worcester 
circulated  a  smaller  number  of  books  than  in  the  previous 
year.  South  Worcester,  Belmont,  Tatnuck  and  Quinsigamond 
added  to  their  circulation.  The  most  notable  increase  was  in 
the  case  of  Quinsigamond,  which  rose  from  2,528  volumes  to 
4;22S.  1.700  volumes.  South  Worcester  and  Belmont  street 
opened  the  largest  number  of  new  accounts. 

The  stations  are  at  the  same  places  as  last  year. 

The  statements  here  made  show  that  the  Free  I*ublic  Li- 
brary is  doing  well  its  work  as  a  bureau  of  information,  as  a 
resort  f(ir  study,  and  as  a  distributer  of  wholesome  and  in- 
structive literature  among  the  young  and  mature  residents  of 
Worcester. 

Use  of    PirTURES. 

The  rurreni  everyday  use  of  selections  from  our  collection 
of  {►hiJtographs  and  other  i»irtorial  illustrative  material  has 
letn  large  and  protitable  during  the  past  year. 

There  have  bten  live  exhibit i<»ns  in  the  art  galleries,  namely: 
in  December.  ISOO,  Madonnas  and  holy  families  by  great  art- 
iirts;  in  April.  IIHMI,  Brinkley's  Japan  and  Audsley's  Ornament- 
al Arts  of  Japan;  in  May,  Rinehart's  platinum  prints  of  Amer- 
iraii  Indians:  in  Grtober,  Blanco's  Flora  of  the  Philippines: 
and  in  November,  folio  plates  of  Aiulnbon's  American  Birds. 

These  exhibitions  were  visii«»d  by  large  numbers  of  persons, 
and  w^•re  consid«*red  very  ent«*rtaining  and  instruetive  by 
visitors. 
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Cataloguing. 


September  1,  1894,  the  officers  of  the  library  began  a  re- 
vision of  the  card  catalogue.  In  1898  the  Board  of  Directors, 
after  consultation  with  the  librarian,  approved  the  plan  of  re- 
vision, and  arranged  for  a  larger  force  iu  the  cataloguing  de- 
partment, in  order  that  the  work  might  go  on  more  rapidly. 
Some  time  was  required  to  reorganize  the  department,  but  it  has 
been  in  excellent  order  for  the  last  two  years,  and  a  large 
amount  of  good  work  has  been  done. 

The  young  ladies  in  this  department  have  been  faithful  and 
enthusiastic,  and  have  done  a  large  amount  of  thorough  and 
excellent  work. 

In  accordance  with  the  original  plan,  we  are  striving  to 
bring,  as  fast  as  possible,  into  one  alphabet  the  cards  for  all 
the  books  in  the  library;  to  classify  the  books  in  the  circulating 
department  on  the  plan  of  classification  which  has  prevailed 
in  the  referenre  library  since  we  came  into  the  new  building, 
and  to  provide  for  the  circulating  department  and  children's 
room  card  catalogues  of  all  the  books  in  those  departments. 
The  undertaking  is  a  large  one,  but  necessary,  and  is  being 
pursued  so  systematically  that  its  accomplishment  seems  feasi- 
ble in  a  reasonable  period. 

So  much  work,  and  work  of  so  high  a  character-  as  is  being 
done,  calls  for  a  considerable  expenditure;  it  will  not  do  to 
^et  behind  in  this  matter,  however. 

Cases  for  card  catalogues  have  been  jirovided  during  the 
year  for  the  circulating  department  and  the  children's  room. 

Tli(*  work  in  the  cataloguing  department  is  so  far  advanced 
that  it  can  be  promised  confidently  that  within  three  months, 
and  perhaps  in  two  months,  we  shall  be  able  to  dispense  with 
the  second  supjilement  of  the  printed  catalogue  of  the  cir- 
culating depart m<ait  in  looking  up  a  subject.  That  sup])lcment 
will  then  become  useless  in  so  far  as  looking  uj)  books  by  num- 
bers is  concerned,  but  it  will  still  be  useful  in  calling  for  books 
by  authors  or  titles.  All  the  entries  in  the  supplement,  after 
its  partial  abatement  of  usefulness,  can  be  found  in  the  card 
catalogues. 

A  new  finding  list  of    books    which    circulate  freely,  that 
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have  been  added  to  the  library  between  the  dates  January  1, 
1896,  and  July  1, 1900,  has  been  printed,  and  will  be  ready  for 
sale  and  distribution  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  that  is  to 
say,  as  soon  as  technical  work  can  be  done  on  the  cards,  which 
Is  necessary  as  preparatory  to  its  issuance. 

We  should  have  preferred  to  issue  a  supplement  similar  to 
those  hitherto  furnished  by  the  library,  which  have  been 
excellent  author  and  subject  indexes,  and  are  more  useful  to 
the  mass  of  the  people  seeking  information  on  differ- 
ent subjects  than  h  finding  list.  We  are  spending  so 
much  money  at  present  on  the  card  catalogue  that  we  could  not 
afford  to  publish  an  author  and  subject  index.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  finding  list  will  be  found  very  convenient 
and  useful,  and  it  will  probably  be  prized  more  highly  than 
the  generally  superior  form  of  index  which  we  have  hitherto 
issued  by  the  few  advanced  students  who  wish  to  find  as  many 
as  possible  of  the  additions  to  the  library  under  a  few  large 
headings.  It  will  probably  suit  the  desultory  reader,  also,  as 
well  as  the  former  kind  of  index  issued. 

In  issuing  a  finding  list  Instead  of  an  author  and  subject 
index,  we  are  falling,  late  it  is  true,  into  line  with  most  other 
libraries,  they  having  been  compelled  to  study  extreme  econ- 
omy in  this  matter  earlier  than  we  have  had  to,  hefe. 

A  temporary  finding  list  of  the  books  put  outside  of  the 
counter  in  the  circulating  department  was  printed  at  the  time 
of  opening  the  new  delivery  room. 

This  was  printed  in  linotype,  and  the  slugs  were  saved  and 
incorporated  with  the  other  sings  prepared  for  the  complete 
finding  list  soon  to  be  issued.  Such  a  temporary  list  was 
needed  in  connection  with  the  main  library  and  in  the  liomes 
of  users;  it  was  especially  needed  at  the  delivery  stations. 

Assistance  by  the  Hour,  Week  and  Month. 

The  item  in  the  estimates  for  work  to  be  done  as  needed,  by 
the  hour,  week  and  month,  is  larger  than  last  year.  That  is  so, 
necessarily.  Worcester  has  grown  from  a  small  to  a, compar- 
atively large  city  since  the  library  was  established.  It  in- 
creases in  population  yearly  by  thousands.     This  fact  means 
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greater  and  growing  demands  on  the  library,  and  increased 
expenditure  in  waiting  on  users  of  the  library  in  all  its  de- 
partments. 

Then,  too,  a  library  which  does  its  duty  well  has  constantly 
to  introduce  improvements  and  add  to  the  facilities  of  the  pub- 
lic. To  do  this  calls  for  an  increased  number  of  assistants,  and 
more  hours  of  work  by  attendants. 

The  extra  assistance,  too,  provided  last  year  in  the  circulat- 
ing department  and  children's  room,  hired  during  that  year  for 
ten  months,  will  have  to  be  paid  the  present  year  for  twelve 
months'  service. 

The  library  is  conducted  on  the  most  economical  principles, 
but  as  it  grows  in  magnitude  and  importance  needs  added  in- 
come to  carry  it  on. 

Assistants. 

I  can  not  praise  too  highly  the  fidelity  of  my  assistants; 
there  is  no  eye-service  here.  The  ability  displayed  by  some 
of  them  is  remarkable,  and  deserving  of  recognition  and  fre- 
quent acknowledgment. 

Gifts. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  have  been 
indebted  during  the  past  year  is  appended  to  this  report. 

We  are  especially  grateful  for  the  assistance  rendered  to 
citizens  of  Worcester  by  other  libraries  in  lending  us  books 
for  their  use. 

Librarian's    Account. 

Following  is  my  account  for  the  money  received  for  fines,  etc., 
properly  vouched  by  the  Finance  Committee: 

City  of  Worcester. 
Free  Public  Library,  December,  1900. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel 
8.  Green,  librarian,  from  December  1,  1899,  the  date  of  the 
last  settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 
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Cash  balance  in  librarian's  hand  De- 
cember 1,  1899, 

Received  for  fines, 

Received  for  sales  of  copies  of  the 
printed  catalogues  and  lists  of  ad- 
ditions, 

Received  from  books  injured  or  lost, 

Deposits, 

Miscellaneous  receipts. 


Deposits  returned. 

Paid  to  Mr.  F.  W.  White,  city,  treasurer, 


1857  02 

738  71 

• 

23  99 

7  43 

23  00 

33  19 

11,687  36 

|23  00 

685  98 

710  98 
Balance  in  librarian's  hands  Dec.  1, 1900,        976  38 


tl,687  36 

LYMAN  A.  ELY. 

T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 

Finance  Committee. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

BECEIPTS. 


Municipal  appropriation, 

$33,000  00 

Income  from  invested  funds: — 

Green  Library  fund, 

$2,137  01 

Beading-room  fund. 

417  10 

Librarian  fund, 

150  00 

2,704  11 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

5,539  82 

Receipts  from  fines, 

738  71 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

23  99 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged 

books, 

7  45 

Sundry  receipts. 

45  19 

$42,059  27 

Caah  on  hand  at  last  report: — 

Municipal  appropriation. 

$24.3  32 

Green  Library  fund. 

1,532  16 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.. 

857  02 

Reading-room  fund. 

530  09 

Municipal  appropriation  for  addition  to 

old  building. 

3,064  02 

EXPENDITURES. 

BOOK    ACCOUNT. 

Books: — 

Green  Library  fund, 

City  appropriation. 

Periodicals: — 

City  appropriation. 
Reading-room  fund. 

Binding, 

BUILDING    ACCOUWT. 

Repairs  and  additions,  furniture  and  fixtures, 
Addition  to  old  building  and  changes  in  it. 
Insurance, 
Fuel. 


6,234  61 


$48,293  88 


$1,670  34 
7,892  86 

$9,563  20 

$882  04 
1,327  53 

2,209  57 
2,291  30 

e,767  03 

3,033  21 

303  50 

767  88 
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Lights, 


1,296  27 


SALARY    ACCOUNT. 


Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors). 

Cataloguing, 

Extra  service, 

SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogue:?, 
Blanks  and  »tationer\^ 
Po«itage  and  revenue  stamps. 
Sundries: — 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.. 

Freight   (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 
minor  running  expenses,  etc.. 

Amount  added  of  income  of  the  Green  Li- 
brary* fund  to  the  principal  of  the  fund. 

Income  of  Librarian  fund,  added  to  principal. 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1900: — 
Green  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund. 
Money    received    from    fines,    sale    of 

catalogues,  etc.. 
Balance  of  municipal  appropriation, 
Balance     of    municipal    appropriation    for 

addition  to  old  building,  etc., 


ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  depaitment. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department, 

Increaf^  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department. 


\2,556  39 

2,941  93 

4,922  24 

T64  00 

479  81 

172  41 

$381  10 

542  63 

527  69 

150  00 

1,601  42 

$45,670  11 

$1,471  14 

125  60 

976  38 

19  78 

30  81 

2,623  77 

i 

M8,293  88 

69 

1.399 

3,725 

5,193 

682 

30 

652 

712 

44 

696 
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Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the  library: 

Intermediate  department, 
Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department, 


Number  of  volumes  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Green  Library,  1 

Intermediate  department,  12 

Circulating  department,  739 

Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report: 
Circulating  department. 

Net  increase  for  the  year, 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department, 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library, 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 

Intermediate  department,  23 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department,  467 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Keading-room  fund  and  city  funds. 
Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room. 

Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Heading-room  fund  and  city  funds, 

Number  of  newspapers  given  to  reading-room. 


14G 


340 
30 


752 
35 


25,048 
42,099 
58,349 


CIRCULATION. 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open. 
Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open, 
Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open, 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use. 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use, 
Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference), 

(Circulating  department,  658;  reference  department,  3S4) 
Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  November  24, 


2 
3 


6,606 


787 


5,819 


125,496 


131,315 


490 


199 


370 

306 

365 

365 

201,538 

•117,463 

1,042 

2,102 


*Of  this  numler  41,202  shows  the  use  of  portfolios  and  volumes  used  in  the  art  ezhibi- 
tions. 
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(Largest  in  circulatiog  department,  Norember  10,  IJBI22; 
in  reference  department,  October  90,  1,080) 
Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  June  22, 
(Smallest  in  circuIatlDg  department,  June  22,  272; 
in  reference  department,  August  16,  52) 
Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for: 

Grculating  department, 
Number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department, 
Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn. 
Number  of  notices  to  delinquents. 
Number  of  volumes  bound. 
Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year. 
Total  number  of  names  registered  (a  new  registry  made 
November  1,  1880), 


371 


32 

741 

10,085 

5,027 

3,494 

33,709 


SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  P.  M. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room. 

Total  number  of  persons,  , 
Average  number  of  persons, 
Largest  attendance,  February  25, 
Smallest  attendance,  August  26, 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  (for  use  within  the  building). 
Average  number  of  volumes  used, 

HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  reading-room  is  open  from  9  A.  M.  in  1)..'J0  J*.  .M. 
The  ]o\\eT  room  from  8  P.  M.  to  9.30  P.  M. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room, 
Number  of  pei-sons  using  the  lower  room, 


Total  number. 
Average  number  of  persons. 
Largest  attendance,  February  22, 
Smallest  attendance,  July  4, 
Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference, 
.Averaj^e  number  of  volumes  use<l, 


6,293 
6.695 


12,988 

250 

375 

82 

2,893 

56 


977 
1,094 


2,071 
296 
557 
113 
480 
09 
SAMUEL   S.    GRFEX, 

Librarian, 
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APPENDIX. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBBASY. 


CO 


Givers. 


Abbot  Pablic  Library,  Marblehead^  Mass, 

Acker,  Finley,  PhilcLdelphia,  Pa. 

Adams,  Charles  Francis,  Boston^  Mass. 

Adams  Nervine  Asylum,  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass, 

American  Agricaltoral  Library,  Springfield,  Mass, 

American  Anti-imperialist  League,  Chicago,  III, 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Art  Association,  New  York  City, 

American  Humane  Association,  Fall  River,  Mass. 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers, 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  New  York  City, 

American  Mathematical  Society^  New  York  City, 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City, 

American  Public  Health  Association,  Columbus,  Ohio, 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass, 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass, 

Amherst  College  Library, 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass. 

Angell,  James  B.,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Anonymous,  newspaper  clippings, 

Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  HI. 

Arnold  Library.  Grafton,  Mass. 

Atlantic  Coast  line,  Boston,  Mass. 

Automobile  Club  of  America, 

Baillie's  Institution  Free  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 

Balch,  Edwin  S^  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

Balch,  Thomas  W^  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Baldwin,  Simeon  E.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Barnes,  William  O.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Barton,  Edmund  M. 

Barton.  Rev.  William  E.,  Oak  Park,  III. 

Batchelder,  H.  C,  Sutton,  Mass. 

Bates,  Theodore  C. 

Beer,  William,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Bemis,  E.  W.,  Worcester, 

Berry,  John  M.,  Millbury,  Mass. 

Biblioteca  Nazionale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy. 

Bigelow,  Miss  Frances  E. 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass. 

Birmingham,  England,  Free  Libraries  Committee, 

Blair,  Mrs.  William  and  Edward  T.,  Chicago,  III. 

Blanchard,  F.  S.  &  Co. 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  Eng., 

Boston,  City  Messenger, 

Public  Library,  1  folded  sheet, 

School  Committee, 

Statistics  Department, 


B 


newspaper  clippings. 


1  sheet, 
1  folded  sheet. 


1 
1 

6 

8 


1 
1 

1 
4 
4 

1 
1 
8 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


3 
1 
1 


25 

1 
1 


1 

13 
9 
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Boston  Associated  Charities, 

Boston  Colleee,  Boston,  Maaa. 

Boston  Herald, 

Boston  Moseam  of  Fine  Arts, 

Boston  Transit  Commission. 

Boston  Yoang  Men's  Christian  Union,  Boaton  Mass, 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston.  Mass, 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me, 

Bowdoin  College  Library,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Bridgeport,  Conn,.  Pubhc  Library, 

Brighton  Public  Library,  Brighton,  Eng, 

Brinley,  G.  Jr,,  Heirs  of,  Fhiladelphia,  Pa. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Brookline  Public  Library, 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y. 

Brooks,  Francis  A.,  Boston,  Mass, 

Brown,  David  H.,  West  Medford,  Mass. 

Brown  University.  Providence,  H.  I, 

Brownell,  T.  Frank,  New  York  City, 

Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N,  Y. 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

Burbauk,  Charles  E. 

Burnett,  Joseph,  Company,  Boston,  Mass, 

Cambridge,  Mass. ,  Public  Libraiy, 

Cambridge  University  Library,  Cambridge,  Eng. 

Canfleld,  Mrs.  P.  S. 

Canfleld,  MUs  P.  W.  S. 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Free  Libraries, 

Carnegie  Library  of  Atlanta,  Qa. 

Catholic  Universitv  of  America,  Washington,  D,  C, 

Chamberlain,  D.  H.,  West  Brookfleld,  Mass. 

Chandler,  Miss  Alice  G.,  Lancaster,  Mass.,  9  folded  sheets, 

Chandler,  John  F. 

Chandler,  William  E.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Channing,  Walter,  Brookline,  Mass, 

Chicago,  Board  of  Education, 

Public  Library, 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railway,  Chicago,  111. 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  SaZf  Lake  City, 

.  Utah, 
Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York  City, 
Clark  University, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Board  of  Education, 

Public  Library, 
Colby  College,  WatervUle,  Me. 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross, 
Columbia  University.  New  York  City, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  School  Library. 
Commercial  Institute  Association  of  Cnristian  Scientists, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Concord  Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass, 
Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 
Connecticut  Board  of  Education, 


GB 


1 
1 


6 
1 


1 
1 

1 

1 


9 
11 


2 
2 


1 
1 

1 
1 


l! 
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Gonnecticat  Public  Library  Committee,  Hartford.  Conn. 
Connecticut  Agricultural  Eixperiment  Station,  New  Haven, 

Conn. 
Cornell  University^  Ithaca^  N.  Y, 
Cowperthwaite,  William  C,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Craie,  Alexander,  C/iica^o,  ilL 
Crooker,  Joseph  Henry,  Ann  Arbor ,  Mich. 
Currier,  Festus  C,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Dall,  Mrs.  Caroline  H.,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Daniels,  William  C,  Denver,  Col, 
Dartmouth  Colleee,  Hanover,  N.  H. 
Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mans. 
Davis,  Walter  A.,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 
Depew,  Chauncey  M. ,  New  York  City, 
Detroit,  Mich,,  Public  Library, 
Dillon,  John  F.,  New  York  City, 
District  of  Columbia,  Public  Library, 
Douglass,  Mrs.  Anna  E.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Dow,  Joy  W.,  Wyoming,  N.  J. 
Drew  AlUs  Company, 
Eastern  Manual  Training  Association, 
Edes,  Robert.  Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 
Ellinwood,  Cnarles  N.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Librarv,  Baltim^n'e,  Md. 
EvauQton,  III.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Fairmount  Park  Art  Associatian,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  Public  Libraiy, 
Farmer,  James  R ,  Concord,  N  H. 
Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  HI, 
Fitchbur^,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass, 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass, 
Forsell,  K.  E. 
Francis.  George  E. 

Friends'  Book  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Friends'  Free  Library,  Oermantown,  Pa. 
Frye,  Alexis  E.,  Havana,  Cuba, 
Fullerton,  Alexander,  New  York  City, 

Garver,  Rev.  Austin  S.  29  photographs. 

General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y, 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  City, 
Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Glnn  &  Co. ,  Boston,  Mass. 
GloversvlUe  Free  Library,  Oloversville,  N  Y. 
Goodwin,  E.  R. 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City, 

Green,  James,  16  sheets, 

Green,  Samuel  A.  2  folded  sheets, 

Green,  Samuel  S.,  7  folded  sheets,  4  newspaper  clippings,  1 

newspaper,  1  sheet, 
Greendale  Improvement  Society,  GreemfaZe,  Mass. 
Hall,  Walter  S..  San  Francisco,  Cal 
Hamilton,  William,  Washington,  D,  C. 
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3  folded  sheets, 
1  folded  sheet, 


Givers. 


Hammond,  B.  T. 
Hartford,  Conn,,  Board  of  Trade, 

Public  Library, 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  &  Insurance  Company, 

Hartford,  Conn. 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Harvard  Universitjr,  Cambridge,  Maaa. 
Haverhill  Public  Library,  Haverhill,  Maaa. 
Hazen,  Henry  A.,  Boaton,  Maaa. 
Heginbottom  Free  Library,  Ashton- under- Lyne, 
Hewitt,  E.  G.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Higgins,  Milton  P.  1  folded  sheet, 

Highland  Military  Academy, 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Hoar,  George  F. 
Hoar,  Mra.  George  F. 
Hodges,  Almon  D. ,  Jr.,  Boston,  Maaa. 
Hodges,  Miaa  Faustina  H. 
Hoobler,  Miaa  Idella  C 
Hopedale  Public  Library,  Hopedale,  Maaa. 
Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Orleana,  La. 
Hubbard,  Elbert,  Eaat  Aurora,  N.  Y. 
Hunnewell,  James  F. ,  Boaton,  Maaa, 
Imperial  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan, 
Inaian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Iowa  State  Library,   * 
Israel  J.  Vita,  Amaterdam^  Holland, 
James  Prendergast  Free  Library,  jameatown,  N.  Y. 
Jenkins,  Howard  M. ,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  III. 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Kerr,  Charles  H.  &  Co.,  (Chicago,  III. 
Kinnicutt,  Leonard  P. 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference  on  International  Arbitration,  Lake 

Mohonk,  N.  Y. 
Lancaster,  Maaa.,  Town  Library, 
Lansing,  Mich.,  State  Board  of  Health, 
Lamed,  J.  N.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Lawrence,  Masa.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Leeds,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Leicester,  Ma^a.,  Public  Library^ 
Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal, 
Leominster,  Maaa.,  Public  Library, 
Lincoln,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 
Liverpool,  Eng.,  Public  Libraries, 
Lobben,  Peder,  Fitchhurg,  Masa. 
Lodge,  Henry  Cabot,  Lynn,  Maaa. 
Loring  Reading-room,  North  Plymouth,  Maaa. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal,  Public  Library, 
Lowell  Textile  School,  Lowell,  Maaa. 

Lyndoe,  Henry  E.  newspaper  clippings, 

Lynn,  Ma^a.,  Public  Library, 
Lynn  Historical  Society,  Lynn^  Maaa. 
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1  folded  sheet. 


MacDonald,  Arthur,  Washington,  D.  C. 
McMillan,  James,  Detroitj  Mich, 
Maimonides  Free  Library,  New  York  City, 
Maiden,  Maaa,,  City  Council, 

Mayor, 

Public  Library, 
Manchester,  Eng. ,  Public  Free  Libraries, 
Manchester,  N,  /f..  City  Library, 
Mann,  F.  W.  Miiford.Maas. 
Marble,  Mrs.  Annie  Russell, 
Marburg,  Theodore,  BaUimore,  Md. 
Marlboiough,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 
Maryland  Geological  Survey,  Baltvmore,  Md. 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Massachusetts,  Attorney  General, 

Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners, 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Highway  Commission, 

Metropolitan  Water  Board, 

Northampton  Insane  Hospital, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

State  Board  of  Agriculture, 

State  Board  of  Charity, 

State  Board  of  Insanity, 

State  Library, 

State  Normal  School,  Framingham,  Mass, 

State  Normal  School,  Worcester,  Mass, 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Humane  Society, 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston^  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Reform  Club,  Boston,  Mass. 

May,  Misses,  Leicester,  Mass.  . 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City,  I 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  St,  Louis,  Mo,  \ 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  I 

Merriman,  Rev.  Daniel, 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library,  j 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Library, 

Morris,  E.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  1  sheet,! 

Morse,  Edward  S.,  Salem,  Mass. 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass.  i 

Murray,  Thomas  H.,  Woonsocket^  R,  I.  ! 

Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  of  New  York, 
Nason,  George  W.,  £o8fon,  jfa88.  ! 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  New  York  City, 
New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library,  I 

New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers*  Association,  Boston,  Mass  J 
New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H.  • 

New  York  City,  Department  of  Education,  ' 

New  York  City,  Historical  and  Memorial  Comm.  of  the  General 
citizens,  ! 

New  York  Farmers,  New  York  City, 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  New  York  City,  I 


2 

^  I 

i! 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

II 

1 

1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

20 

ll 

li 

11 

12' 


1 
1 
1 

2 
1 


1 
1 


1 
1 

1 
8 
3 
1 
1 

1 
1 
5 
1 
5 
1 
1 
1 


1 
2 
2 


28 


PUBLIC   DOCUMENT — NO.    X. 


Givers. 


New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,  New  York  City, 

New  York  Public  Library,  Astor,  Lienox  and  Tilden  Founda- 

tions^ 
New  York  State  College  of  Forestry,  Oornell  University,  lUuica, 

New  York  State  Library.  Albany,  N.  Y, 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  lU. 
Newton,  Mass,,  tree  Libraify, 
Nichols,  Dr,  Charles  L. 
Nichols,  Mr8,  Mary  P.,  Boston,  Mom. 
North  Adams,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 
Northwestern  University,  EvansUm,  lU, 
Oakland,  Cal.,  Free  Library  and  Reading-room, 
Oberlin  College  Library,  Oberlin,  0, 
Ohio  State  University,  Columbus,  O. 
Oread  Institute, 
Ormsby,  F.  E.,  Chicago,  IlL 
Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn, 
Oxford,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Page,  Walter  Oilman,  Boston,  Mass, 

Panin,  Ivan.  GrafUm^Moss,  1  folded  sheet, 

Parker,  William  T.,  Westborough,  Mass, 
Paterson,  N,  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Paul,  Kegan,  French,  Triibner  &  Co.,  Londxm,  Eng, 
Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md, 
Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass. 
Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass, 
Peabody  Library,  Baltimore,  Md, 

Pennsylvania  IVluseum  and  School  of  Industrial  Art,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Peoria,  III,,  Public  Library, 
Perce,  Warren  R.,  Providence,  R,  I. 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
Philadelphia  City  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Philadelphia,  Ri.,  Free  Library, 
Phillips  Exeter  Academj',  Exeter,  N,  H, 
Pierpont,  James,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Poland,  W.  C,  Providence ,  R,  I, 
Portland,  Me.,  Public  Library, 
Pratt  Institute  and  Free  Library,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y, 
Providence,  R,  I.,  City  Engineer, 

City  Messenger. 

PuDlic  Library, 
Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R.  I, 
Prudential  Insurance  Company  of  America, 
Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Puget  Sound,  Bureau  of  Information,  Seattle,  Wash. 
Putnam,  Irving,  New  York  City, 
Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng. 
Quincy,  III.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum,  Newport,  R.  I. 
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Rhode  Island  Business  Men's  Association,  Providence,  R,  i. 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  fVovidence,  R,  /. 

Rice.  Franklin  P. 

Richards,  Lysander  S.,  Marshfield  HilU^ 

Robbins  Library,  Arlington^  Mass, 

Roe,  Alfred  S. 

Roy,  J.  Arthur, 

Russell,  Lee,  TrurOj  Nova  Scotia, 

St.  George's  Public  Library,  London,  Eng. 

St.  Giles  Public  Library,  London,  Eng. 

St  Louis  Public  Library, 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Schenectady,  N.  F.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company,  New  York  City, 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library, 

Seattle,  Wash.,  Public  Library, 

Shepard,  Norwell  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Shibley,  George  H.,  New  York  City, 

Shurman,  J.  G.,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn. 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washinaton,  D.  C. 

Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers,  New  York 

City. 
Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Sons  of  the  Revolution.  Massachusetts  Society, 
Southbridge.  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Speiden,  William,  ^eio  York  City,  1  newspaper  sheet, 

Sprague,  Mrs.  A.  JB.  R.  9  folded  sheets, 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association, 
Stearns.  Frank  P.,  A/edford.  A/ass. 

Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Stout,  J.  H.,  .Uenomonie,  Wis. 
Sturtevant,  B.  F.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Sutton,  .Mass. ,  Town  Clerk, 
Swan,  Robert  T^  Boston,  Mass. 
Swett,  Charles  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Syracuse  Central  Library,  Syracuse,  N.  Y, 
Tappan,  Miss  Eva  M. 
Taunton,  Mass.^  Public  Library, 
Teegart,  F.  J.,  San  Frajusisco,  Cal. 


Ofi 


1  newspaper  clipping. 


Telegram  Newspaper  Company, 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Quincy^  A/ass. 

Toronto  Public  Library, 

Tower,  Henry  M.,  Spencer,  A/ass. 

Towle  Mfg.  Co.,  Newburyport,  A/ass. 

Tucker,  A/rs.  M.  D. 

Tufts  College,  A/edford,  Afass. 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  A/ass. 

"^ler,  A/iss  Jessie  E. 

Imited  States  Bureau  of  American  Republics, 

Bureau  of  Education, 

Commission  to  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900, 
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2  sheets, 


GlVKBS. 

United  States  Department  of  Agrioultnre, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  Labor, 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Department  of  States, 

Department  of  the  Treasory, 

Department  of  War, 

Fisii  Commission, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Library  of  Cong^ress, 

Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md. 

Superintendent  of  Documents, 

Treasurv  Department, 
University  of  California,  Berkeley^  Cal. 
University  of  Chicago,  ChiccLgo,  III, 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
University  of  Nebraska,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  FhiUidelphia,  Pa. 
University  of  Vermont,  Burlington,  Vermont ^ 
University  of  Virginia.  Charlottesville,  Va, 
University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis. 
Uxbridge,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Valentine  Museum,  Richmond,  Va. 

Vandegrift  Land  Improvement  Company,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N,  Y. 
Vermille,  Frederick  M. 
Voynich,  W.  M.,  London,  Eng, 
Walker,  Joseph  H. 

Ware,  William,  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.     . 
Warren,  Arthur  G. 

Watertown,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass. 
Wesley  an  University,  J/idatetoum,  Conn. 
West,  James  H.  Co.,  Boston,  Mom. 
Westboro,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Williams,  Charles  A.  10  folded  sheets, 

Winthrop,  J/om.,  Public  Librai^i 
Wisconsin  Free  Public  Library  Commission,  Madison,  Wis. 

2  sheets, 
Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison y  Wis. 
Wisconsin  State  Superintendent, 
Woburn,  J/aw.,  Public  Library, 
Wood,  Henry, 

Worcester,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 
Worcester,  Assessors. 

Chief  of  PoUce, 
City  Council, 
City  Hospitel, 
Parks  Commission, 
Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Worcester  Art  Museum, 
Worcester  Associated  Charities, 
Worcester  Board  of  Trade, 
Worcester  County  Law  Library, 
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Worcester  District  Medical  Society, 

Worcester  Employment  Society, 

Worcester  Insane  Hospital, 

Worcester  National  Bank, 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  Class  of  1900, 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiqaity, 

Worcester  Temporary  Home  and  Day  Nursery, 

Yale  Forest  School,  New  Haven ^  Conn, 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  New  York  City, 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library, 

Fiince  the  appointment  of  the  librarian  now  in  office  the 
Board  of  Directors  has  required  him  to  report  annually  to  that 
body  directly,  instead  of  through  this  committee,  as  was  for- 
merly the  custom,  regarding  the  details  of  the  management  of 
the  library. 

The  committee  therefore  refers  the  board  to  the  report  of 
the  librarian  for  those  details,  as  well  as  for  an  account  of 
the  results  of  the  annual  examination  of  the  library 

The  committee  has  examined  the  lists  of  books  prepared  by 
the  librarian  monthly  and  the  lists  of  books  bought  between 
meetings  of  the  committee,  and  believes  that  the  selections 
have  been  wise,  and  calculated  to  satisfactorily  instruct  and 
entertain  the  users  of  the  library. 

The  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  amount  and  ex- 
cellence of  the  work  done  the  past  year  in  the  cataloguing 
department,  as  described  in  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

The  committee  wishes  to  emphasize  the  statement  in  that 
report  that  the  affairs  of  the  library  are  very  economically 
managed,  and  that  the  amounts  of  money  called  for  from  time 
to  time  are  demanded  by  the  growth  of  the  population  of  the 
city  and  the  increase  of  privileges  extended  to  the  public. 

The  committee  wishes  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  librarian  regarding  provision  for  the  storage  of 
mor«^  books. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  desires  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  courtesy,  ability  and  efficiency  of  the  librarian  and  his  as- 
sistants, and  to  the  cheerful  faithfulness  of  all  the  attendants. 

e.  j.  russell, 
(t.  s.  hall, 
charles  m.  thayer, 
frank  b.  hall, 
thos.  j.  barrett. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING-ROOM. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Your  committee  has  endeavored  to  meet  its  responsibility 
for  the  general  conduct  of  the  newspaper  room,  the  magazine 
room,  and  the  ladies'  reading-room  in  the  spirit  of  the  rules  and 
regulations  prescribed  by  the  directors. 

The  number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for  during  the  year, 
from  the  reading-room  fund  and  the  city  fund,  was  146;  the 
number  given  was  53,  making  a  total  of  199,  an  increase  of  1 
over  the  number  in  use  last  year. 

The  number  of  magazines  subscribed  for,  from  same  funds, 
was  340;  the  number  given  was  30;  total  370,  an  increase  in 
magazines  since  last  year  of  27. 

The  committee  thanks,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
all  donors,  whose  names,  together  with  the  titles  of  their  gifts, 
will  be  found  in  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

In  line  with  progress  in  other  directions,  improvements  in 
the  magazine  room  call  for  special  remark.  The  floor  has  been 
covered  with  a  cork  carpet,  enhancing  quiet  and  neatness; 
new  tables  have  been  added,  and  old  ones  fitted'  with  upright 
bcok-racks,  while  both  have  been  rearranged  so  as  to  make 
room  for  about  fifty  additional  magazines.  A  bulletin  board 
and  a  wall  magazine-rack,  newly  designed  and  planned  to  hold 
conveniently  about  seventy-five  magazines,  likewise  minister  to 
the  convenience  of  the  patrons  of  this  room. 

Further  details  may  be  found  in  the  appendix  and  in  the 
report  of  the  librarian,  to  whom  and  to  whose  assistants  the 
thanks  of  a  well-served  public  are  chiefly  due. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 
JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 
MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 
Committee  on  the  Reading-room. 
Worcester,  Dec.  26, 1900. 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Economic  review.  Times. 

Forester.  Worcester  daily  telegram. 

Superintendent  and  foreman. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 


Alaskan  magazine, 

American, 

American  Catholic  news, 

American  citizen, 

American  gas  light  journal, 

American  homes, 

•American  Jewess, 

American  missionary, 

Amerika  og  Xorden, 

Amerikanische  Tumzeitung, 

Arbetaren, 

•Baptist  missionary  magazine, 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal. 

Bulletin  of   the   National   Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
Chicago  banker, 
Christian  register. 
Christian  science  journal, 
Christian  science  sentinel. 
Congressional  record, 
Conservator, 

Cornell  nature-study  quarterly, 
Democrat  leader, 
Denver  evening  post, 
Deseret  evening  news. 
Draper's  record, 
Dr^'  goods  economist. 
•Elliott's  magazine. 
Engineering, 
Evesham  journal, 
Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel, 
•Forester, 
Free  Society, 
Freeport  journal, 
Gamla  och  nya  Hemlandet, 
Golfer, 

Good  government, 
Harlequin, 

Haverhill  social  democrat, 
•Heffley  educator, 
High  i^chool  sentinel, 
Home  missionary. 


Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Catholic  Truth  Society. 

American  Patriotic  Association. 

G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 

American  Homes  Publishing  Co. 

American  Jewess  Publishing  Co. 

American  Missionary  Association. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

F.  A.  Gaskill. 
Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Association. 

Publishers. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  Science  Society. 

Anonvmous. 

J.  R.  Thayer. 

Publisliers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co. 

American  Forestry  Association. 

Charles  Quist. 

G.  A.  Ladd. 
Publishers. 
G.  E.  Francis. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Anonvmous. 

ft 

]*ublishers. 
A.  C.  Burrill. 
Publishers. 
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LadiM'  review. 
Land  of  sunshine. 
Literary  rewiew. 
Locomotive, 
Menenger, 
"Mid-weekly, 
Missionary  herald, 

Musical  times. 

Sew  earth, 

'Sj-fl  r"i!dernot.lBiidel, 

Xyn  Ostern9  Weckoblad, 

Oflicia    gnzette    of    the  U.  3.  i 

Office, 
L'opinion  publique. 
Oread, 

Our  dumb  animals. 
People, 

•PlanetB  and  people, 

Portland  transcript, 

Posilivist  review, 

Princeton  university  bulletin. 

Public, 

Purple, 

Reliable  poultry  journal. 

Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Skandinavia, 
Sound  cunrncy 
Southern  workman, 
Street  railway  journal. 
Student's  Journal, 
Sunset, 

'Superintendent  and  foreman, 
Superior  leader, 
Svea, 

Tennessee  university  magaziae. 
Travel, 
Tuftonian, 
Tuft*  Weekly, 

I'ni  versa  il»t  leader, 

Worceiiter  daily  epy, 
WoreeHter  evening  gazette, 
Worcester  evening  post. 
World's  crisis, 
'Discontinued. 


Miss  B.  M.  Wert,  editor. 

Publishers. 

Publisherl. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 

Miss  J.  E.  Tyler. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 
Publish  era. 
Publishers. 
A.  Olofson. 
at 
U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
Publishers. 
Oread  Institute. 
Publishers. 
Socialistic      Co-operative      Publishing 

Association. 
Publishers. 
U.  M.  Griggs. 
Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 
Publishers. 
Anonymous. 
Holy  Cross  College. 
G.  £.  Francis. 
Chapter     6T,     Brotherhood    of      St. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Mrs.  P.  8.  CanSeld. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Land  and  River  Improvement  Co, 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Henry  S.  Lunu. 

Tufts  College. 

Tufts  College. 

Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public 
Library. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  the  past  year  by  this  com- 
mittee in  its  usual  capacity,  and,  associated  with  the  Finance 
Committee,  as  a  Committee  on  Improvements. 

The  addition  to  the  old  building  was  accepted  after  the  re- 
quirements of  the  contract  for  making  it  had  been  satisfied. 

The  children's  room  has  been  furnished,  and  new  furniture 
has  been  provided  in  the  magazine  reading-room  and  in  the 
ladies*  reading-room.  A  mosaic  floor  has  been  laid  in  the  en« 
trance  hall  of  the  old  building;  the  walls  of  the  hall  have  been 
tinted,  and  the  woodwork  varnished. 

The  roof  of  the  old  building  has  been  carefully  repaired,  and 
new  tubes  have  been  put  in  our  Stewart  boiler. 

The  property  of  the  city  has  been  kept  in  good  order,  and 
the  building,  it  is  believed,  has  been  well  lighted,  heated  and 
ventilated.  The  cheerful  and  wholesome  condition  of  the  de- 
livery room  of  the  circulating  department  and  the  children's 
room  are  especially  noticeable. 

Small  items  will  be  found  in  the  estimates  for  repairs  which 
will  be  needed  and  for  furniture,  and  items  of  about  the  usual 
amounts  for  coal,  gas  and  electric  lights. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  need  of  additional  stack 
room  for  the  storage  of  books,  and  the  recommendations  of 
the  librarian  in  regard  to  this  matter  are  endorsed  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 
LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
A.  S.  PINKERTON 
Committee  on  the  Building. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
regular  and  special  city  appropriations  and  to  expenditures 
therefrom,  and  to  the  Green  Library,  reading-room,  librarian 
?nd  Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  for  the  year  ending  November 
30th,  1900. 

The  amount  of  the  regular  city  appropriation  last  year  was 
133,000;  the  amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund, 
5f 5,539.82;  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  f 695.98;  balance 
of  last  year,  |245.32;  total,  |39,481.12. 

The  expenditures  were  |39,461.34,  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  119.78. 

A  special  appropriation  of  )f8,000  for  an  addition  to  the  old 
library  building,  an  elevator  and  other  purposes,  was  made  by 
the  city  government  in  the  year  1898-'99.  Of  that  amount  there 
had  been  expended  up  to  December  1,  1900,  f7,969.19.  The 
balance  is  f30.81. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  Library  fund  is  now  f49,541.01. 
One-fourth  part  of  the  income,  |527.69,  has  been  added  to  it 
during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  the  will 
of  Dr.  Green. 

Until  the  present  year,  the  Board  of  Directors  has  for  many 
years  chosen  one  of  its  ow^n  number  treasurer  of  the  board, 
and  he  has  had  charge  of  the  reading-room  fund.  At  the  an- 
nual meeting  last  January,  the  rules  of  the  board  were  amend- 
ed, and  the  Finance  Committee  was  "authorized  to  receive 
from  the  retiring  treasurer  the  funds  in  his  hands,  and  to 
transfer  the  same  to  the  citv  treasurer." 

The  hitter  officer  now  acts  as  treasurer  of  the  reading-room 
fund,  as  he  has  hitherto  acted  as  treasurer  of  the  other  funds 
held  in  trust  for  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  amount  of  the  librarian  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  fund  amounts  to  |20,000, 
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is  now  14,975.67,  counting  thirty  shares  of  Central  National 
Bank  stock  at  par. 

During  the  past  year  a  bequest  of  flOO  has  been  received 
from  the  executor  of  the  late  Reverend  Henry  W.  Brown. 
This  was  set  aside  by  the  Board  of  Directors  as  a  separate 
fund,  to  be  known  as  the  Henry  W.  Brown  fund.  The  amount 
of  the  fund  is  flOO. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library,  reading-room,  libra- 
rian and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  in  the  hands  of  the  city  treas- 
urer, have  been  examined  and  found  to  correspond  with  the 
schedule,  and  the  treasurer*s  account  has  been  audited  and 
found  to  be  correct.  The  committee  has  also  examined  and 
approved  the  account  of  the  librarian. 

It  is  made  incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Directors  by  the  City 
Ordinance  to  keep  "the  building  and  books  insured." 

The  rules  of  the  Board  of  Directors  require  that  the  Finance 
C'ommittee  '^shall  see  that  the  property  in  the  care  of  the  board 
is  at  all  times  well  insured.-'  In  pursuance  of  its  duty  (5,000 
additional  insurance  has  been  placed  on  the  old  library  build- 
ing as  recently  enlarged.  The  work  done  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, in  conjunction  with  the  Building  Committee,  in  super- 
intending the  building  of  the  addition  to  the  old  building,  has 
been  completed  during  the  past  year. 

As  stated  in  the  report  of  the  librarian,  a  somewhat  larger 
appropriation  by  the  city  is  needed  in  order  to  adequately  ad- 
minister the  several  departments  of  the  library  in  the  manner 
demanded  in  a  city  which  has  grown  to  the  size  of  Worcester. 
The  stack  recommended  by  the  librarian  should  also  be  built 
the  present  year. 

LYMAX  A.  ELY, 

T.  C.  MENDENHALL, 

WEBSTER  THAYER, 

Committee  on  Finance. 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 

REGULAR    APPROPRIATION. 

Financial  Statement  for  the  year  endino  November  30, 1900. 

RESOURCES. 


Balance  from  previous  year, 

$245  32 

City  appropriation, 

33,000  00 

Dog  money, 

5,539  82 

Fmes,  catalogues,  etc.. 

695  98 

$39,481  12 

EXPENDITURES. 

Binding. 

$2,291  30 

Printing  and  chai^ng  slips, 

169  29 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage. 

post- 

age,  removing  ashes,  street  sprinkling  and 

minor  running  expenses, 

625  04 

Covering  paper  and  stationery, 

171  27 

Postal  cards,  for  notices  to  delinquents, 

90  00 

Cards  for  cataloguing. 

139  25 

Ordinarj'  repairs,  furniture,  brushes,  etc.. 

2,707  03 

4 

Coal  and  wood. 

767  83 

Electric  light. 

390  96 

Gas, 

905  31 

Water, 

381  10 

Salaries  of  librarian  and  assistants. 

9,895  43 

Wages  of  janitor,  watchman,  and  janitor's 

work 

done  by  the  hour. 

1,786  86 

Service  by  hour,  and  elevator  boy. 

4.922  24 

Cataloguing, 

2,941  93 

Insurance, 

303  50 

Reading-room, 

500  00 

Delivery  stations. 

874  10 

Finding  list. 

764  00 

Books. 

8,774  90 

$39,461  34 

Balance  unexpended. 

19  78 

$39,481  12 
APPROPRIATION  FOR  ADDITION  TO  BUILDING. 
City  appropriation,  $8,000  00 

p:xi>en(liture8  up  to  December  1,  1900,  7,969  19 

Balance  on  hand  December  1,  1900,  $30  81 
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GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 


November  80,  1900. 


Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1900,  is  as  follows: 
Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  $988  74 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  354  00 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits,  733  26 

Interest  on  bank  deposit,  34  71 


Of  this  income  there  has  been  added: 

To  the  fund  one-fourth  part,  viz.. 

To  the  book  account  three-fourths,  viz.. 


The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of 
the  investment  and  book  accounts  as  veri- 
fied by  the  books  and  securities  in  the 
hands  of  the  city  treasurer: 

Investment  Account,  viz.: 


92,110  71 


$527  69 
1,583  02 


$2,110  71 


Nov.  30,  1899.    Nov.  30,  1900. 


Notes  secured  by  mortgage'. 
Bank  stock,  par  value, 
Savings  bank  deposits. 
National  bank  deposit. 


$21,400  00 

0,200  00 

20,000  00 

1,413  32 

$49,013  32 


$22,500  00 

6^00  00 

20,841  01 

$49,541  01 


Book  Account,  viz.: 


Balance,  Dec.  1,  1899, 

Three-fourths  of  annual  income  of  fund. 

Interest  on  bank  deposits. 

Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year. 
Balance  November  30,  1900, 


$1,532  16 

1,583  02 

26  30 


$3,141  48 
1,670  34 

$1,471  14 


Recapitulation. 


Investment  balances. 
Cash  balances. 


Nov.  30,  1809.  Nov.  30.  1900. 

$49,013  32     $49,541  01 

1,532  16       1,471  14 


$50,545  48 


$51,012  15 
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LIBRARIAN  FUND. 

NOTEHBER  30,  1900. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of 
the  investment  and  cash  account  as  veri- 
fied by  the  books  and  securities    in    the 
hands  of  the  city  treasurer: 
Bank  stock,  par  value,  93,000  00 

Savings  bank  deposits,  1,975  67 

^,975  67 


HENRY  W.  BROWN  FUND. 

November  30,  1900. 
The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of 

the  investment  account  as  verified  by  the 

books  and  securities  in  the  hands    of   the 

city  treasurer: 

Savings  bank  deposits,  SlOO  00 


READING-ROOM  FUND. 

•    Account  of  Edmund  L.  Parker,  Treasurer. 

RESOURCES. 

Balance,  Dec.  1,  1899,  $536  09 

Dividend  on  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co.,  Jan.  1,  1900,  14  00 

Dividend  on  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.,  Jan.  1,  1900,  22  00 


$572  09 


EXPENDITURES. 

For  money  paid  out  for  periodicals  and  papers  Dec.  4, 

189*9— Jan.  8,  1900,  $411  50 

Balance,  Jan.  15,  1900,  100  59 


$572  09 


January  15,  1900. 
Received  of  Edmund  L.  Parker  ($160.59)  one  hundred  sixty  and  fifty-nine 
one  hundredths  dollars  in  full  for  cash  due  from  me  as  treasurer  of  reading- 
room  fund;  also, 

■ 

Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  book  for  $1,400  00 
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Mechanics  Savings  Bank  book  for  1,668  26 

Book  of  Worcester  County  Inst,  for  Savings,  4,322  80 

Eleven  shares  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Co. 
Seven  shares  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Co. 

City  of  Worcester, 

(Signed),  F.  W.  WHITE,  Treas. 

(Endorsed), 

Approved,  L.  A.  Ely,  Chairman  Finance  Committee  Free  Public  Library. 


ACCOUNT  OF  F.  W.  WHITE.  CITY  TREASURER. 

RESOURCES. 

Received  from  Edmund  L.  Parker,  Tr.,  Jan.  15,  1900, 

Worcester  Public  Library  Dept., 

Dividends,  Xonvich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock. 

Dividends,  Boston  &.  Albany  R.  R.  stock. 

Interest,  savings  banks, 

Interest,  First  National  Bank, 


9160  59 

500  00 

66  00 

42  00 

267  20 

6  90 

91,041  69 


EXPENDITURES. 

Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers,  9916  03 

Balance  November  30,  1900,  125  66 


$1,041  69 


INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Savings  bank  deposits,  $7,380  94 

Seven  shares  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock,  1,750  00 

Eleven  shares  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock,  2,420  00 


$11,550  94 
F.  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer, 

Worcester,  Dec.  20, 1900. 
Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  and  the  securities  in  the 
possession  of  the  treasurer. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
Chairman  Finance  Committee. 


FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF    THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 


OF  THE 


CITY  OF  WORCESTER, 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1901 


TICIorcc0ter  /I>a00.: 
PRESS  OF  F.  S.  BLANCH ARD  &  CO., 

34  FRONT  STREET. 

1902. 


DIRECTORS  IN  1902. 


LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
CHARLES  M.  THAYER, 
FRANK  B.  HALL, 
MATTHEW  J.  WHTTTALL, 
SANFORD  C.  KENDALL, 
WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 


FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 
JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 
ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 
FRANK  M.  HEATH, 
JOHN  M.  RUSSELL, 


TERM  EXPIRES 
Dec.  81. 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1906. 

1906. 

1907. 


ORGANIZATION  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


PRESIDENT. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON. 


SECRETARY. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

CHARLES  M.  THAYER,  FRANK  B.  HALL. 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT,  WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 

JOHN  M.  RUSSELL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  READING-ROOM. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON,  JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 

MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BUILDING. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY,  SANFORD  C.  KENDALL, 

FRANK  M.  HEATH. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY.  ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 

MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 


LUCY  A.  YOUNG, 


JESSIE  E.  TYLER. 


ASSISTANTS. 

ELLEN  L.  OTIS,       HATTIE  J.  CHILDS,       AROLYN  L.  JOHNSON, 

GRACE  W.  WOOD,    ISABEL  A.  THAYER,    EDITH  M.  GATES. 

LYDIA  L.  KIRSCETNER,  ALICE  E.  WELCH. 

Nine  Cataloguers.       Thuiteen  attendants. 

Eight  Keepers  of  Delivery  Stations.       Thirteen  Runners 

Four  Janitors  and  a  Watchman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  Philip  J,  O^Connelly  Mayor,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Worcester. 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  herewith  respect- 
fully submit  their  forty-second  annual  report,  which  includes 
reports  of  standing  committees  and  librarian.  The  board 
deems  it  proper  to  state  that  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  T.  C. 
Mendenhall,  whose  departure  from  the  city  is  so  deeply  re- 
gretted, his  successor  came  to  his  duties  so  late  in  the  year 
that  only  a  brief  report  will  be  submitted. 

Dr.  Mendenhall,  for  the  directors,  last  year  made  an  exhaus- 
tive report,  setting  forth  the  aims  and  needs  of  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library,  and  no  words  of  the  present  board  could 
strengthen  or  weaken  his  statement. 

The  reports  of  the  librarian  and  the  several  committees  give 
in  detail  such  information  as  the  public  desires  to  have. 

There  have  been  no  material  changes  in  the  buildings  aside 
from  a  few  repairs.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  appropria- 
tion for  enlarging  the  stacks  came  so  late  in  the  year  that  the 
work  could  not  be  undertaken  before  its  close,  but  in  this,  as 
in  the  case  of  all  public  improvements,  the  directors  recognize 
the  diflQculty  of  keeping  pace  with  the  demands  of  a  rapidly- 
growing  population. 

Probably  no  city  of  the  size  of  Worcester  has  residents 
speaking  such  a  variety  of  languages.  Fortunately  these  per- 
sons have  come  from  countries  where  at  least  a  fair  chance  is 
given  to  acquire  an  education.  Naturally,  therefore,  they  are 
clamoring  for  books  to  read  in  their  own  tongues.  While  they 
are  all  striving  to  learn  English,  the  older  persons  should  be  al- 
lowed to  read  good  books  in  the  languages  with  which  they 
are  familiar.  A  considerable  sum  of  money  has  been  expended 
the  past  year  for  books  to  supply  the  w^ants  mentioned. 
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The  function  of  a  public  library  is  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  as 
great  a  number  of  persons  as  possible  who  are  in  search  of  in- 
formation and  rational  entertainment.  This  should  be  ful- 
filled, as  it  has  been  here,  with  the  greatest  economy  con- 
sistent with  wise  administration. 

People  often  ask  of  what  use  can  be  the  thousands  of  vol- 
umes in  the  stacks  which  the  people  can  not  see  outside  the 
reading-rooms.  We  may  properly  reply  that  80,000  volumes 
a  year  are  used  within  the  library  building  in  making  investi- 
gations. It  is  a  fact  that  the  great  public  neither  sees  nor 
liears  of  the  wonderfully  beneficent  work  done  continuously  in 
the  central  library  building. 

If  the  critic  would  take  time  to  pass  through  the  rooms  of 
the  reference  department,  or  the  reading-rooms,  any  afternoon, 
he  would  be  amazed  at  the  number  of  persons  making  use  of 
the  library  for  serious  purposes.  Then  were  he  to  go  into  the 
circulating  department,  with  which  the  public  is  more  famil- 
iar, or  into  the  recently-furnished  rooms  for  children,  and  note 
the  thousands  of  books  in  both  departments  which  may  be  in- 
spected previous  to  making  a  selection  for  home  reading,  and 
the  many  thousand  additional  which  are  easily  accessible,  he 
would  see  that  the  library  is  more  nearly  in  touch  with  the 
people  than  any  other  public  institution. 

Having  been  upon  the  Library  Committee  during  the  whole 
of  his  six  years'  term  of  service  as  a  director  now  just  expir- 
ing, and  having  given  considerable  personal  attention  to  the 
duties  of  a  committee-man,  the  president  may  be  permitted  to 
say  that  he  is  more  and  more  persuaded  that  the  selections  of 
books  made  by  the  librarian  are  of  the  best,  from  the  point  of 
view  of  permanence  of  value.  There  is  such  a  wide  difference 
between  that  which  is  regarded  as  standard  literature — with 
which  the  public  library,  in  answer  to  constant  demands,  has 
bought  liberally — and  the  later  works  of  fiction,  which  are  in 
so  great  request  and  have  become  familiar  to  the  reading  pub- 
lic, it  must  be  a  grave  question  with  the  librarian  where  to 
draw  the  line  in  purchases.  Considering  the  fact  that  as  many 
as  a  dozen  or  more  copies  of  the  better  class  of  popular  novels 
are  placed  in  the  circulating  department  of  the  library,  where 
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they  are  being  worn  out,  the  expense  of  duplicates  is  very  con- 
siderable. It  may  well  be  queried  how  much  of  the  informa- 
tion and  entertainment  obtained  from  these  stories  will  result 
in  a  valuable  legacy  to  the  coming  inhabitants  of  Worcester. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  selections,  especially  for  the 
reference  department,  are  of  permanent  value  and  have  been 
made  in  answer  to  the  demand  of  teachers  and  other  investi- 
gators and  serious  students.  It  may  be  added  that  in  this  de- 
partment, as  well  as  in  meeting  the  demands  of  study  in  its 
other  departments,  nothing  will  be  left  undone  to  keep  the  li- 
brary abreast  of  the  best  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  coun- 
try. 

A  word  ought  to  be  said  in  favor  of  the  employees  of  the  li- 
brary. This  place  is  always  a  hive  of  industry.  In  respect  to 
the  librarian,  so  much  has  been  said  of  the  efficiency  gained  by 
his  long  term  of  service,  of  his  faithfulness,  and  the  intensity 
of  liis  interest  in  having  the  tax-payer  get  the  fullest  return 
for  the  appropriation  made  for  plant  and  maintenance,  that  it 
is  unnecessary  to  enlarge  upon  the  value  of  his  services.  But 
any  one  familiar  with  the  workings  of  the  library  can  not  have 
failed  to  notice  the  constant  and  unremitting  labor  of  the  as- 
sistants and  attendants,  and  the  unvarying  courtesy  shown 
by  them  to  all  its  users.  There  may  be  exceptions  to  this  gen- 
eral statement,  but  when  we  consider  that  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  are  patrons  of  the  library,  some  of  whom  could 
not  but  try  the  patience  of  an  ordinary  attendant,  it  speaks 
well  for  the  courtesy  shown  here  that  very  few  complaints  are 
made  in  regard  to  service. 

In  conclusion  may  we  not  entertain  the  hope  that  the  city  of 
Worcester,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  demands  made 
upon  its  treasury  by  other  noble  institutions  and  public  enter- 
prises, will  still  foster  the  interests  of  the  Free  Public  Library 
so  appreciatingly  and  carefully  that  it  shall  not  in  the  future 
fall  below  the  high  standard  which  it  has  maintained  for   so 

many  years. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

E.  J.  RUSSELL, 

Present 
Deeoniber  3lst,  1001. 
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To  Colonel  Edward  J,  Ruaaelly  President  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors. 

Following  is  the  forty-second  report  of  the  librarian;  it  is 
the  thirty-first  which  I  have  presented. 

The  tabjes  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  library,  the  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by 
readers  and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading- 
rooms  and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record  such 
other  facts  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  our  custom  to  call 
attention  to. 

A  large  amount  of  satisfactory  work  has  been  done  in  the 
library  the  past  year,  as  usual;  the  work  increases,  too,  year  by 
year,  continuously  and  markedly. 

Building. 

As  stated  in  the  last  report,  the  pressing  need  of  the  library 
to-day  is  additional  shelving  for  the  storage  of  books  in  both 
the  circulating  and  reference  departments. 

The  first  step  to  be  taken  in  securing  this  room  was  to  build 
a  stack  in  the  south  art  room,  which  is  really  the  upper  story 
of  the  great  Htackroom  which  forms  the  back  portion  of  the 
new  library  building. 

The  city  government  gave  us  the  money  needed  for  this  pur- 
pose, |5,0(K),  at  tlie  close  of  the  present  municipal  year,  and 
arrangements  for  building  the  desired  stack  will  soon  be 
made. 

This  work,  however,  is  only  preliminary.  The  new  stack 
will  enable  us  to  take  books  now  stored  in  the  reading-room 
for  magazines  out  of  that  room,  and  place  them  where  they  be- 
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long,  namely,  with  the  reference  library.  But  the  purpose  in 
removing  these  books  from  their  present  quarters  into  the 
new  building  is  to  get  room  for  the  storage  of  books  of  the  cir- 
culating department.  The  books  in  that  department  are  being 
classified.  It  is  believed  that  the  classification  will  be  finished 
this  year.  There  is  not  room  enough,  into  hundreds  of  shelves, 
to  accommodate  the  books  actually  belonging  to  that  depart- 
ment to-day,  when  classified;  to  take  no  account  of  the  thou- 
sands of  volumes  added  to  it  yearly. 

After  moving  the  books  in  the  magazine  room  into  the 
stack  to  be  built  at  once,  it  is  proposed,  the  present  year,  to. 
put  a  fioor  in  that  room  even  with  the  fioor  of  the  upper  gal- 
lery, and  support  it  by  timbers  kept  in  place  by  pillars  built 
from  the  ground,  and  to  cut  windows  in  the  east  and  south 
walls  to  light  the  present  magazine  room.  Estimates  have 
been  obtained  for  doing  this  work,  and  it  is  believed  that 
|3,000  will  be  required  for  the  purpose.  Such  an  expenditure 
during  the  current  year  is  imperative,  and  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  will  be  asked  to  appropriate  the  sum  needed. 

When  this  change  has  been  made,  the  library  will  be  en- 
abled to  enlarge  the  room  set  aside  for  children.  The  chil- 
dren's room  is  very  much  too  small,  as  anybody  may  see  by 
visiting  it  between  the  hours  of  four  and  six  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon. That  is  the  time  when  it  is  most  frequented,  and  the 
crowd  then  is  excessive.  The  reference  room  for  children  has 
been  moved  behind  the  counter  the  past  year,  but  the  relief 
thus  obtained  is  whplly  insufficient.  It  will  be  necessary,  when 
the  floor  desired  in  the  magazine  room  is  laid,  to  remove  the 
cases  of  books  now  behind  the  counter  on  to  the  new  floor, 
which  is  even  with  the  floor  of  the  children's  room,  and  throw 
open  the  whole  of  that  room  for  the  use  of  children,  taking 
away  the  counter  and  allowing  children  to  move  about  or  sit 
at  tables  in  one  large  room,  consisting  of  the  entire  western 
portion  of  the  second  story  of  the  enlarged  circulating  depart- 
ment building. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  shelve  the  walls  in  the  lecture  hall  in 
the  new  buildiug  for  the  accommodation  of  the  section  of  the 
library  which  consists  of  books  relating  to  the  fine  arts. 
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Open  Shelves. 

As  is  well  known,  users  of  the  library  are  allowed  to  rum- 
mage freely  among  about  10,000  volumes  around  the  walls  of 
the  main  study  room  of  the  reference  library,  and  the  delivery 
rooms  of  the  circulating  department  for  grown-up  persons  and 
children.  It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  only  fifty-three  vol- 
umes (three  from  the  reference  and  fifty  from  the  circulating 
department)  have  disappeared  during  the  past  year  without 
being  accounted  for.  This  good  showing  arises  largely  from 
the  fact  that,  when  we  began  to  expose  large  numbers  of  books 
to  unrestricted  handling,  there  was  placed  an  attendant  in 
each  of  the  rooms  where  books  are  exposed  to  aid  users  of  the 
library,  to  keep  the  books  in  order  on  the  shelves  (so  that  they 
may  be  found  by  the  use  of  the  catalogue),  and,  incidentally, 
to  see  to  it  that  books  are  not  taken  home  without  being 
charged,  and  that  books  are  not  mutilated.  I  repeat  the  fol- 
lowing statement  made  in  the  report  of  last  year  in  order  that 
our  purposes  may  be  generally  understood: 

"It  is  the  intention,  and  has  been  for  many  years,  to  admit 
the  public  to  sections  of  the  circulating  department  after  it 
has  been  classified.  The  new  system  of  classification  and  cat- 
aloguing, adopted  seven  years  ago,  contemplated  this  added 
privilege,  and  it  is  always  kept  in  view." 

We  are  very  much  in  hopes  that  the  city  government  will 
enable  us  to  hurry  work  in  the  cataloguing  department  the 
current  year,  so  that  at  its  close  the  contemplated  privilege 
can  be  extended  to  users  of  the  library. 

Of  course,  in  libraries  which  hav.e  large  reference  depart- 
ments filled  with  rare  and  expensive  books  and  sets  of  books, 
persons  can  not  be  allowed  to  go  to  the  shelves  of  those  de- 
partments unless  accompanied  by  an  officer  of  the  library.  AH 
large  libraries  have  some  books  the  free  use  of  which  must  be 
somewhat  restricted.  Our  library  has  a  very  valuable  and 
handsomely  endowed  reference  library,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
exercise  some  precautions  in  allowing  persons  using  it  to  go  to 
the  shelves.  Admission  to  the  shelves  of  this  department  has 
been  allowed  since  1890,  but  the  visitor  is  accompanied  by  an 
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attendant.  If  he  finds  books  which  he  wishes  to  spend  time 
in  examining  carefully,  they  are  taken  for  him  to  a  comfort- 
able study  room,  of  which  we  have  several,  where  he  can  use 
them  at  his  leisure. 

The  public  should  again  be  reminded  that  books  can  be 
taken  home  from  the  excellent  library  of  the  Worcester  Dis- 
trict Medical  Society  by  permission  of  the  librarian  of  the 
Free  Public  Library,  and  that  access  to  the  shelves  in  that 
library  is  allowed  to  persons  whom  it  seems  proper  should  be 
permitted  to  go  to  them. 

The  renovated  reading-room  for  magazines  has  been  very 
much  enjoyed  by  readers.  It  would  add  greatly  to  their  com- 
fort could  chairs  of  another  pattern  be  provided  for  their  use. 
The  city  government  will  be  asked  to  complete  the  furnishing 
of  the  room  by  enabling  us  to  buy  the  needed  chairs. 

Size  and  Use  of  Library. 

r 
I 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  library  135,791  volumes,  divided  among  the  differ- 
ent departments  as  follows:  Green  Library,  25,471;  interme- 
diate department,  47,459;  circulating  department,  62,861. 
These  figures  show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  355  volumes  in 
the  Green  Library;  2,637  in  the  intermediate  department,  and 
1,484  in  the  circulating  department,  or  4,476  volumes  in  all; 
5,811)  volumes  were  added  during  the  previous  year.  The  de- 
crease in  the  apparent  number  of  volumes  added  is  accounted 
for  by  the  increase,  during  the  past  year,  of  the  number  of  vol- 
umes withdrawn,  missing  and  lost. 

Thus,  for  example,  1,918  volumes  were  withdrawn  from  the 
circulating  department  as  worn  out  or  excessively  dirty  dur- 
ing the  year,  instead  of  739  volumes  as  in  the  previous  year. 
In  the  revision  of  the  catalogue  now  going  on,*as  we  get  back 
to  the  books  which  have  been  longest  in  the  library  many 
books  are  found,  which  ought  to  be  removed,  that  would  be 
overlooked  ordinarily. 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-four  papers  and  other  periodicals 
are  now  taken  by  the  library;  569  were  taken  the  year  before. 
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There  has  been  a  very  large  use  of  the  library  the  past  year, 
and  a  large  increase  in  its  use  over  the  preceding  year;  347,086 
volumes  represent  the  home  and  reference  use  of  the  institu- 
tion, which  was  divided  as  follows:  Home  use,  224,552;  refer- 
ence use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sundays  and  holidays),  119,131; 
Sunday  use,  2,513;  holiday  use,  890.  Of  the  volumes  given  out 
in  the  circulating  department  the  past  year,  13,903  were  taken 
out  on  cards,  which  teachers  may  use  for  their  own  benefit  (but 
which,  in  fact*  they  use,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  the  imme- 
diate interestsof  their  pupils),and  16,528  on  cards  which  teach- 
ers use  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  scholars.  As  stated  before, 
a  large  portion  of  the  books  taken  out  by  teachers  for  them- 
selves and  scholars  are  taken  to  their  own  and  children's 
homes,  and  are  in  use  Saturday  and  Sunday,  as  well  as  during 
the  five  days  of  the  school  week.  As  stated  last  year,  the 
school  use  is  not,  of  course,  nearly  the  whole  use  of  the  library 
by  children,  for  in  addition  to  their  very  large  use  of  books  in 
making  investigations  in  the  library  building,  great  numbera 
use  their  parents'  cards  in  getting  books  to  take  home,  and  39,- 
692  volumes  (an  increase  of  18,845  volumes  over  the  previous 
year)  were  given  out  last  year  on  blue  cards,  which  are  given 
to  children  under  fifteen  whose  parents  or  teachers  desire 
tlieni  to  have  home  privileges.  The  books  given  out  on  blue 
cards  are  examined  by  attendants  in  the  library  before  they 
are  given  out,  to  see  that  young  children,  so  far  as  possible, 
got  only  books  adapted  to  their  ages  and  capacities. 

I  sliould  judge  that  about  TIJMH)  volumes  were  given  out  for 
home  use  to  younger  children  (those  under  fifteen  years),  in  ad- 
dition to  the  number  of  volumes  taken  out  for  their  use  by 
teachers. 

The  total  increase  of  thu  use  of  tlie  library,  reference  and 
circuhitiug  d<'partmcnts  api^ears  from  the  figures  given 
the  i)ast  year,  24,712.  Of  the  inci*ease  the  circulating  (includ- 
ing the  children's)  department  had  23,014  volumes,  the  refer- 
en<(»  de])artmeut  l,66iS.  The  holiday  use  was  410  volumes 
greater  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  Sunday  use  was  380 
volumes  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  owing,  I  believe,  to  the 
pre]K)nderance  of  the  kind  of  weather  in  which   many  of   the 
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users  of  tbe  library  like  to  stay  out  of  doors.  Btill  tbe  rooms 
were  used  Sundays  by  9,802  persons,  or  au  average  of  188  on 
Sunday. 

Sunday  afterooon  and  evening,  March  10,  422  persons  used 
the  reading-rooms,  and  the  smallest  Sunday  attendance  was 
June  30,  when  94  persons  came  to  the  rooms. 

It  is  gratifying  to  notice  that,  although  a  largely  increased 
number  of  books,  of  which  no  account  has  been  taken,  have  of 
late  been  used  by  persons  who  have  taken  them  from  open 
shelves,  the  number  of  volumes  given  out  to  investigators 
and  serious  readers  in  the  reference  library  increases  year  by 
year. 

Delivery   Stations. 

The  following  table  shows  tbe  use  of  books  passing  through 
the  delivery  stations: 
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It  appears  from  the  table  that  14,644  volumes  were  sent  to 
the  etatious  during  the  year  just  closed.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  volumes  sent  over  the  previous  year  is  2,000, 
as  against  an  increase  of  1,050  in  the  previous  year.  The  in- 
crease the  past  year  was  nearly  16  per  eontum;  in  the  previous 
year  it  was  a  little  over  9  per  centum.  The  largest  number  of 
books  was  sent  to  Quinsigamoud,  as  was  the  case  in  each  of 
the  two  preceding  years. 

The  stations,  as  regards  tbe  number  of  books  sent  to  them, 
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retain  the  relative  positions  held  by  them  last  year.  The  or- 
der then  and  now  is  Quinsi^amond,  South  Worcester,  Green- 
dale,  Lake  View,  Grafton  square,  Belmont  street,  Tatnuck  and 
New  Worcester. 

Quinsig^amond  increased  its  use  from  4,228  volumes  to  5,931; 
Now  Worcester  declined  from  the  use  of  431  volumes  in  the 
previous  year  to  280  in  the  past  year;  Lake  View,  South  Wor- 
cester, Tatnuck  and  New  Worcester  circulated  a  smaller  num- 
ber of  books  than  in  the  year  before,  although  I^ke  View  was 
only  six  volumes  below  the  earlier  record. 

Quinsigamoud,  Greeudale,  Grafton  square  and  Belmont 
street  added  during  the  past  year  to  the  number  of  volumes 
circulated  the  previous  year. 

South  Worcester  and  Greondale  opened  the  largest  number 
of  new  accounts. 

All  the  stations  are  at  the  same  places  as  last  year,  and 
under  the  same  custodians,  excepting  the  Belmont  street  sta- 
tion, which  is  now  at  149  of  that  street,  and  in  charge  of 
Messrs.  Ekman  and  Borg  (Belmont  Provision  Co.). 

The  statements  made  show  that  the  Free  Public  Library  is 
doing  well  its  work  as  a  bureau  of  information,  as  a  resort  for 
study,  and  as  a  distributer  of  wholesome  and  instructive  lit- 
erature among  the  young  and  mature  residents  of  Worcester. 

Use  of    Pictures. 

There  have  been  five  general  exhibitions  the  last  year.  The 
first  waH  held  March  9-April  12,  and  consisted  of  Hegger's 
large  photographs  of  cathedrals  and  public  buildings,  and 
some  other  architectural  material. 

April  lS--Ma.v  11  there  was  an  exhibition  of  Brinkley's 
Japan,  described  and  illustratt»d  by  Japanese,  Audsley's  Orna- 
mental Arts  of  Japan,  and  Flowers  of  Japan. 

The  third  exhibi4:ion,  Juni*  22- -July  9,  was  made  up  of  pho- 
tographs of  New  England  historic  buildings  and  colonial 
homes. 

October  9-29  were  shown  Walton's  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,  Nelson's  army  of  the  United   States,   Prang's 


FRBB     PUBLIO     LIBRARY.  18 

military  types  of  the  United  States  militia  and  National  Guard, 
Detaille's  French  army,  and  a  work  entitled  "Costumes  of  the 
Russian  Army/'  1855. 

The  final  exhibition,  November  13-23,  consisted  of  photo- 
graphs of  Madonnas  and  holy  families. 

The  current  everyday  use  of  selections  from  our  collection 
of  photographs  and  other  pictorial  illustrative  material  has 
been  large  and  profitable  the  past  as  in  previous  years. 

The  following  examples  may  serve  to  explain  the  scope  and 
nature  of  work  of  this  kind:  Photographs  of  Corot's  paintings; 
specimens  of  the  work  of  American  book  illustrators;  Greek 
architecture  and  sculpture  as  reproduced  in  photographs;  pho- 
tographs of  the  works  of  Titian;  photographs  of  the  produc- 
tions of  Memling;  photographs  of  the  solar  eclipse  of  May, 
1900,  and  a  collection  of  notable  additions  to  the  library  in  the 
year  1890-1. 

Cataloguing. 

September  1,  1894,  the  officers  of  the  library  began  a  revis- 
ion of  the  card  catalogue.  In  1898  the  Board  of  Directors, 
after  consultation  with  the  librarian,  approved  the  plan  of  re- 
vision, and  arranged  for  a  larger  force  in  the  cataloguing  de- 
partment, in  order  that  the  work  might  go  on  more  speedily. 

Some  time  was  required  to  reorganize  the  department,  but 
it  has  been  in  excellent  order  for  the  last  three  years,  and  a 
large  amount  of  excellent  work  has  been  done. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  cataloguing  is  larger 
than  was  contemplated  at  the  time  the  revision  was  endorsed 
by  the  board,  and  the  work  will,  therefore,  be  completed 
sooner  than  it  could  otherwise  have  been.  The  need  of  the 
improvement  fully  justified  the  increased  expense.  The  young 
ladies  in  this  department  have  done  their  work  in  a  most  sat- 
isfactory manner;  they  have  worked  with  faithfulness  and 
zeal,  and  their  work  has  been  thorough  dnd  otherwise  excel- 
lent. 

In  accordance  with  the  original  plan,  we  are  striving  to 
bring:,  as  fast  as  possible,  into  one  alphabet  the  cards  for  all 
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the  books  in  the  library;  to  classify  the  books  in  the  circulat- 
ing department  on  the  plan  of  classification  which  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  reference  library  since  we  came  into  the  new 
building;  to  provide  for  the  circulating  department  and  chil- 
dren's room  card  catalogues  of  all  the  books  in  those  depart- 
ments, and  to  make  shelf  lists  for  all  books  catalogued.  The 
undertaking  is  a  large  one,  but,  it  is  believed,  will  be  soon  ac- 
complished. 

In  the  last  report  a  fulfilled  promise  was  made  that  the  sec- 
ond supplement  of  the  books  in  the  circulating  department 
should  be  dispensed  with  shortly.  We  hope  to  dispense  with 
the  first  supplement  in  the  course  of  two  weeks. 

An  earnest  effort  is  making  to  get  the  main  printed  cata- 
logue of  the  circulating  department  out  of  the  way  the  present 
year,  thus  completing  the  task  undertaken  in  1894. 

In  order  to  do  this  a  large  amount  of  work  must  be  done, 
and  the  force  in  the  cataloguing  department  temporarily  in- 
creased. The  need  of  the  speedy  completion  of  the  revision  is 
our  justification  for  adding  somewhat  to  the  amount  asked 
the  current  year  from  the  city  government  for  cataloguing. 

The  printed  catalogues  of  the  circulating  department,  when 
superseded,  become  useless  in  looking  up  books  by  numbers; 
they  will  still  be  useful  in  calling  for  books  by  authors  and 
titles.  All  entries  in  the  printed  catalogues,  after  their  partial 
abatement  of  usefulness,  can  be  found  in  the  card  catalogues. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  buy  a  large  case  of  drawers  this  year 
to  add  to  the  one  now  here  for  holding  the  cards  of  the  main 
catalogue.  A  smaller  case  will  have  to  be  provided  for  the 
circulating  department. 

Assistants. 

I  wish  to  (express  again  my  sense  of  appreciation  of  the  ex- 
cellence  of  the  work  which  is  constantly  being  done  by  my  as- 
.sistanis.  Mention  should  be  made  of  good  work  for  the  sake 
of  justice  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  encouragement  and 
stimulating  to  continued  achievement. 

It  is  proposed  to  promote  two  attendants  to  the  position  of 
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assistant,  in  consequence  of  their  faithfulness   and   aptitude 
for  the  kind  of  work  which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  do. 

Gifts. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  have 
been  indebted  the  past  year  is  appended  to  this  report. 

We  are  especially  f?rateful  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  cit- 
izens of  Worcester  by  other  libraries  in  lending  us  books  for 
their  use. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  O'Connell,  the  retiring  mayor, 
and  the  Finance  Committee  and  members  of  the  city  govern- 
ment, for  their  kindness  in  listening  to  the  statement  of  our 
needs,  and  for  their  readiness,  within  the  limits  adopted  by 
them  for  action,  to  do  for  us  everything  in  their  power. 
Thanks  are  also  due  to  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Gage  for  making  our 
grounds  attractive  by  cultivating  flowers  and  climbing  plants, 
and  making  and  keeping  in  order  a  good  lawn. 

Talks  About  Books. 

A  successful  experiment  has  been  tried  this  year  in  impart- 
ing, in  an  elementary  way,  bibliographical  knowledge.  The 
course  of  lessons  was  opened  by  Mr.  E.  Harlow  Russell,  the 
accomplished  principal  of  the  State  Normal  School  in  Worces- 
ter. Two  hundred  and  fifty  teachers  and  others  came  to  the 
library  building  to  listen  to  him  as  he  handled  a  large  number 
of  books  placed  before  him,  and  showed  the  audience  the  es- 
pecial value  of  every  book  in  aiding  in  the  work  of  teaching. 

Work  of  this  kind  was  undertaken  because  of  the  conviction 
of  the  librarian  that  it  would  be  useful.  It  has  proved  emi- 
nently valuable;  its  value  was  proved  by  the  results  of  the 
first  trial,  in  the  exercise  conducted  by  Mr.  Russell. 

A  second  lesson,  on  books  useful  to  persons  interested  in  the 
study  of  botany,  was  given  by  Miss  Helen  A.  Ball.  She  is 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  literature  of  the  subject,  and 
gave  a  very  admirable  account  of  the  merits  and  defects  of 
works  upon  flowers  and  botany. 

During  the  fall,  Rev.  Austin  S.  Garver  gave  a  very  instruc- 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


RECEIPTS. 


Municipal  appropriation, 
Income  from  invested  funds: — 
Green  Library  fund, 
Keading-room  fund. 
Librarian  fund, 
Henrv*  W.  Brown  fund. 


Keceipts  from  dog  liccnrscs. 

Receipts  from  lines. 

Receipts   from  sales  of  catalogues, 

Payments  for  niL-sing  and  damaged  books. 

Sundry  receipt>, 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report:  — 
Municipal  appropriation, 
Green  Libraiy  fund, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 
Reading-room  fund, 

^Municipal   ai)prupriatlon    for   addition    to    old 
building, 


i 
t 

^,000  00 

$2,070  17 

475  44 

226  03 

4  02 

2,775  66 

5,595  63 

858  75 

30  27 

10  40 

98  50 

$42,369  21 

$19  78 

1,471  14 

970  38 

125  GO 

,1 

u 

30  81 

2,623  77 

$44,992  98 

kxpi:ni)iti;ke.s. 


IJUUK     ACCOUNT. 


Books:  — 

(.Jreeii   J.il)iar\    fund. 

« 

City  appre»priaii(in, 


Periodicals:-  - 

City  ai)prnpiiali(>n, 
Keadiii^-iu«ini    fund. 


Bin<lin^. 


$1,932  00 
7,351  09 

$959  02 
934  25 

$9,283  69 

1,893  87 
2,520  20 
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miLDING     ACCOUNT. 

Repairs  and  additions,  furniture  and  lixtures,  1,073  17 

Addition  to  old  buildin<>:  and  elianges  in  it,  30  81 

Insurance,  1,051  25 

Fuel,  1,071  DO 

Lights,  l,5(i2  04 

SALARY     ACXOLM. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  jiiniturs),  17,372  07 

Cataloguing,  3,840  75 

sriTI.Y     ACCOl'M. 

Printing  catalogues,  12(5  50 

lilanks  and  stationery,  075  02 

Postage  and  revenue  stanii)^,  270  03 

Sundries:  — 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.,  $470  77 

Freight    (foreign     and     domestic),    cxprcssage, 

minor  running  cxpcii>cs,  ttc,  520  35 

Amount  added    of    inconu'    of    the    (ireen    Li- 
brary fund  lu  the  luiiicipal  of  the  fund,  511  82 
Ineonu'  of  Librarian  fund,  adtbMl  to  principal,  220  03 
ln<umc  of    Hem  V  .\"\  .    Brown     fund,  added    to 

principal,  4  02 


1.741   J>1) 


$42,521   30 


(  a>h  on  hand  December  1.  I'.MU:-  - 

(ireen  Library  fund,  $1,007  40 

Keading-room  fund,  2(50  85 

MoiU'V  rnrivcd   tiDiu   lines,   sale   i»f   catalogues, 

etc,  1,000  20 

Kalance  of  municipal  apj»ropriatioii,  10  00 


2,471   50 


$14,002  !>S 


A('('1:ss10Nj<. 

ln<rca>c  of  vrdunus   l»y   purchase: 

(irucn  Library.  355 

Intcrnu'diate  (lt'i>;nlmcnt.  1.340 

rirculatinir   depart mcnt.  3.44S 


5.152 
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Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department, 


Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the  library: 

Intermediate  department. 
Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department. 


Number  of  volumes  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Intermediate  department,  119 

Cii*culating  department,  1,918 


774 
28 


631 
35 


2,037 


Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report,  and  still 
not  accounted  for: 

Intermediate  department,  3 

Circulating  department,  50 


53 


Number  of  volumes  regularly  charged,  but  lost  and  paid  for: 
Circulating  department,  34 

Number  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  26 


Net  increase  for  the  }'ear, 
Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department, 
Circulating  department, 


802 


666 
5 
1 


6,626 


60 

2,160 

25,116 
44,822 
61,377 

4,476 

131,315 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library. 


135,791 
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Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 

Intermediate  department,  21 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department,  321 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Keading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  148 

Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room,     49 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Keading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  359 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room,        28 


CIRCULATION. 


342 


197 


387 


Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  305 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  waa  open,           *  365 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  224,552 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  *  119,131 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  1,127 

(Circulating  department,  730;  reference  department,  391). 

Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  February  23,  2^69 

(I^argest  in  circulating  department,  February  23,  1,766; 
in  reference  department,  May  9,  1,508). 

Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  July  11,  405 

(Smallest  in  circulating  department,  July  11,  276; 
in  reference  department,  August  7,  50). 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  1,908 

Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  11,048 

Number  of  volumes  bound,  5,449 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  4,957 
Total  number  of  names  registered  (a  new  registry  made 

November  1,  1889),  38,666 

SUNDAY    USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  P.  M. 
Number  of  pei'^ons  using  the  upper  room,  4,217 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  5,585 


Total  number  of  persons,  9,802 


•Of  this  number  41.761  show  use  of  portfolios  and  volumes  In  art  exhibitions. 


22 


rUBLJC     DOCUMENT — NO.     X. 


Average  number  of  persuiis, 

Largebt  atteudance,  March  ]0, 

Smallest  attendance,  June  30, 

Number  of  volumca  delivered  for  use  within  the  building, 

Average  number  of  volumes  used. 


188 

422 

94 

2,513 

48 


llOLlDAVti. 


The  upper  room  is  open  from  l)  A.  M.  to  0.30  1*.  M. 

The  lower  room  from  8  A.  M.  to  0.30  1'.  M. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room, 
Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room. 


Total  number, 
Average  number  of  persons, 
Ijarge5?t  attendance,  February  -2, 
Smallest  attendance,  July  4, 
Numljer  of  volumes  used  for  reference, 
AverJiire  nnmSer  of  v<>lumes  n«»ed. 


1,083 
1,123 


2,206 
315 
650 
107 
800 
127 

sami;h:l  ?<.  grekn. 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX. 


GIFTS   TO   THE   LIBRARY. 


Givers. 


Abbot  Public  Library,  Marblehead^  Mass. 

Adams,  Charles  Francis,  Boston^  Mass, 

Adams  Nervine  Asylum,  Jamai<:a  Plain,  Mass, 

Adriance  Memorial  Library,  Poughkeepsie,  N,  Y,    1  folded  sheet, 

Aguilar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York  CHty, 

Allen,  Charles  H.,  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico, 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Art  Galleries,  New  York  City, 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 

American  Congregational  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  New  York  City, 

American  Library  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

American  Mathematical  Society,  New  York  City, 

American  Missionary  Association,  New  York  City, 

American  National  Red  Cross,  Washington.  D.  C. 

American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society, 
Albany,  N,  Y. 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

Anderson,  Asher,  Meriden.  Conn. 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass, 

Anonymous,  2  newspaper  clippings,  2  folded  sheets,  4  news- 
papers, 

Associated  Charities  of  Boston, 

Balch,  Thomas  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Ball,  Miss  Helen  A. 

Bancroft,  James  H. 

Bancroft  Memorial  Library,  Hopedale,  Mass. 

Barrow-in-Furness  Free  Public  Library, 

Bellows,  John,  Gloucester,  Eng. 

Bemis,  Edward  W.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Benjamin,  S.  G.  W.,  Charlotte,  Vt.  ms.  letter. 

Bernice  Pauahi  Bishop  Museum,  Honolulu,  H.  I. 

Berry,  John  M.,  Millbury,  Mass. 

Biblioteca  Nazionale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy, 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass. 

Bill,  Ledyard,  Paxton,  Mass. 

Birmingham,  England,  Free  Libraries  Committee, 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  Eng. 

Boston,  City  Messenger, 

City  Registry  Department, 
Public  Library, 
School  Committee, 
Statistics  Department, 

Boston  Athenaeum,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts^  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Port  and  Seaman's  Aid  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 


00 
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2 

1 
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1 
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1 
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1 
2 
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1 
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Givers. 


Boston  Transit  Commission,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  University,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  Boston^  Mass, 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick^  Me. 

Braman,  Herbert  D. 

Brigham,  William  T. ,  Honolulu,  H.  I. 

Brighton  Public  Library,  Brighton,  Eng. 

Brimfleld  Public  Library,  Brimfleld,  Mass, 

Brookline  Public  Library, 

Brooks,  F.  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I, 

Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

Buell.  Charles  E.,  Hainfleld,  N,  J. 

Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y, 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

Burlington  Free  Public  Library,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Burns,  Miss  Penelope, 

California,  State  Library,  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Cambridge  University  Library,  Cambridge,  Eng. 

Caproni,  P.  P.  &  Brothers,  Boston^  Mass. 

Cardiff,  Wales,  Free  Libraries, 

Carnegie  Institute,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Carnegie  Library,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Castle.  George  P.,  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y, 

Catholic  University  of  America,  Washington,  D,  C. 

Chad  wick,  F.  E.,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Chamberlain,  D.  H.,  West  Brookfleld,  Mass.  1  sheet. 

Chandler,  Alice  G.,  Lancaster,  Mass.  1  newspaper  clipping, 

Channing,  Walter,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Chicago,  III,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 

Municipal  Library  and  Bureau  of  Statistics, 

Public  Library, 
Chicago  Nautical  Society,  Chicago,  III. 
Choate,  Joseph  H.,  London,  Eng. 
Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York  City, 
Clark,  Charles  C.  P.,  New  York  City. 
Clark,  C.  M.  Publishing  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 
Clark,  Mrs.  Jonas  G. 
Clark  University, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Public  Library, 
Colby  College,  Waterville,  Me. 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross, 
Columbia  University,  New  York  City, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  School  Library, 
Commonwealth  Company,  New  York  City, 
Conant,  Mrs.  H.  J. 

Concord  Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass. 
Concord  Public  Library,  Concord,  N.  H. 
Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 
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GlVBRS. 


Connecticut,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 

Public  Library  Committee,  2  folded  sheets. 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  JVieu;  Haven,  Conn, 
Cook,  Silas  P. 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N,  Y. 
Cornell  University  Library,  Ithaca^  N.  F. 
Cunningham,  Henry  W.,  Boston^  Mass. 
Cusson,  Cof.  John,  Olen  Allen,  Va. 
Dana,  R.  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover^  N,  H. 
Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  A/ass, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  Public  Library  and  Museum, 
Detroit.  Mich.,  Public  Library, 
Drew  Allis  Company, 

Drew  Theological  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J. 
Drexel  Institute  of  Art,  Science  and  Industry,  PhiUidelphia,  Pa, 
Dundee  Free  Libraries,  Dundee,  Scotland, 
Eastman,  Clarence  W. 
Ehrmann,  Max,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
Engineer  Publishing  Co.,  Cleveland,  O. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md, 
Erie,  Pa.,  Public  Library, 
Evanston,  III.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Farwell,  Mrs.  Henry  A. 

Fidelity  and  Casualty  Company,  New  York  City,  \ 

Field,  Marshall,  Chicago,  III.  j 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III.  , 

Fisk  FYee  and  Public  Library,  New  Orleans,  La,  | 

Fitchburg,  J/ass.,  City  Clerk, 

Public  Library, 
Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 
Francis,  George  E. 

Friends'  Book  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Friends*  Free  Library,  Germantovm,  Pa. 

Garver,  Rev.  Austin  S.  19  photographs. 

General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  City, 
General  Theological  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 
Gloversville  Free  Library,  Gloversville,  N.  Y. 
Goddard,  Luther  D.  1  plate. 

Goldberg,  Henry,  Lynn,  Mass. 
Gordy,  William  F.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Grafton  Committee  to  Investigate  the  Possibility  of  Retrench- 
ment in  the  Expenditures  for  Schools, 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 
Gray,  Henry,  London,  Eng, 

Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City,  1  folded  sheet. 

Green,  James, 
Green,  Samuel  A. ,  Boston,  Mass, 
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GIVBRS. 


Green,  Samuel  S.    2  newspaper  clippings,  6  folded  sheets,  2 

sheets, 
Grosvenor  Library,  Buffalo,  N,  Y. 
Hackley  School,  Tarrytown-on- Hudson,  N,  Y, 
Haile,  Afr8.  William  H.  and  family,  Springfleldt  Mass. 
Hall,  Walter  S.,  Chicago,  IIU 

Hamilton,  Andrew  J.,  Aihol,  Mass.  1  folded  sheet. 

Hampton  Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute,  Hampton,  Va. 
Hanson,  Charles  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Hartford,  Conn.,  Public  Library, 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  &  Insurance  Company, 

Hartford,  Conn. 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Harvard  University  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology, 

Cambridae,  Mass. 
Haverhill  Public  Library, 
Hdynes,  George  H. 
Haynes,  Tilly.  Boston,  Mass. 
Heath.  D.  C.  cc  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Heglnoottom  Free  Library,  Ashton- under -Lyne,  Eng. 
Hill,  Benjamin  T. 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Hittell,  John  S.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Hoar,  George  F. 

Holland,  Frederick  M.,  Concord,  Mass. 
Holmes,  Clay  W.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 
Home  Market  Club,  Boston,  Mass. 
Horsford,  Cornelia,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Hosmer,  James  K.,  Lansing,  Mich. 
Howard,  Rev.  James  J. 
Huntington,  William  R.,  New  York  City, 
Hyde  Park  Public  Library,  Hyde  Park,  A/ass. 
Illinois  State  Board  of  Health,  Springfield,  111. 
Imperial  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan, 
Inaian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Institute  of  Jamaica,  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
Iowa  State  Normal  School,  Cedar  Falls,  la. 
Jackson,  Joseph, 

Jersey  City,  iV^.  J. ,  Free  Public  Library, 
John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  III. 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Kerr,  Charles  H.  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 
Knowles,  W.  L.  Everett. 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library, 
Lane,  Albert, 

Lane,  William  C,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Lauriat,  Charles  E.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Leeds,  Eyig.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Leicester,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal. 
Lexington  Historical  Society,  Lexington,  Mass. 
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Givers. 


Lincoln,  Waldo, 

Lincoln  Public  Library,  Lincoln,  Eng. 
Lines,  H.  Wales  Co.,  Meriden,  Conn., 
Liverpool,  Eng.,  Public  Libraries, 
Los  Angeles,  Val.,  Public  Library, 
L'Universitie  Royale  de  Norv^ge,  Christianiaj  Norway, 
Lynn,  Mass.,  City  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 
Lynn  Historical  Society,  Lynn,  Mass. 
MacDonald,  Arthur,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Macgowan,  H.  A. 

Macmillan,  Conway,  Minneapolis,  Minn, 
Macmillan  Company,  New  York  City, 
Maimonides  Free  Library,  New  York  City, 
Maine,  State  Board  of  Health,  Augusta,  Me., 
Maiden,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  City  Library,  , 

Maryland  Geological  Survey,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Massachusetts,  Attorney  General, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  Savings  Banks, 

Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners, 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Highway  Commission, 

Insurance  Commissioner, 

Metropolitan  Water  Board ^ 

Northampton  Insane  Hospital, 

Prison  Association,  6  folded  sheets, 

Record  Commission, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

State  Board  of  Agriculture, 

State  Board  of  Charity, 

State  Board  of  Insanity, 

State  Library, 

State  Normal  School,  Westfleld,  Mass. 

State  Normal  School,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Home  for  Intemperate  Women,  Roxbury,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  State  Federation  of  Women*s  Clubs, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Total  Abstinence  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 
Matthews,  Albert,  Boston,  Mass. 
May,  Max  B.,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Mayor,  John  E.  B.,  Cambridge,  Eng. 
Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City, 
Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Merriam,  Charles  P.,  London,  Eng. 
Michigan,  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich. 
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Michigan,  State  Library,  1 

Michigan  Qeological  Survev,  2 

Milwaukee,  Wi8.,  Public  Library, 

Minneapolis,  Minn,^  Public  Library, 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn.  1 

Montana,  Bureau  of  Agriculture,  Labor  and  Industry,  1 

Moore,  Charles  S. ,  Cambridge  Mass. 

Morison,  George  S.,  New  York  City, 

Morse,  Edward  S.,  8a Zem,  Mass.,  2 

Morse  Institute,  Natick,  Mass. 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass.  1 

Mo  wry,  William  A.  newspaper  clipping. 

Muller,  Frederick  &  Cie.,  Amsterdam^  Holland,  8 

Murray,  Thomas  H.,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  1 

New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library, 

New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Association,  Boston,  Mass,     8 

New  England  Shorthand  Reporters'  Association,  Boston,  Mass.       4 

New  Hampshire  Board  of  Library  Commissioners, 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H.  4 

New  Jersey  State  Library,  Trenton,  N.  J.  2 

New  YorkFree  Circulating  Library,  New  York  City,  1 

New  York  Juvenile  Asylum,  New  York  City,  1 

New  York  Public  Library,  Astor,  Lenox  and  Tilden  Foundations,      1 

New  York  State  Historical  Association,  New  York  City,  \    1 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y.  14 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Newton,  Mans.,  Free  Library,         "  ' 

Niles  Tool  Work  Co.,  IlamiUon,  O.  .     1 

North  Brookfield  Free  Public  Library  and  Reading  Room, 

Northwestern  Uniyersity,  Evanston,Ul.  1 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  (). 

O'Connell,  Philip  J. 

Ogilvie,  J.  S.  Publishing  Company,  New  York  City.  1 

Old  Residents'  Historical  Association,  Lowell,  Mass. 

Ottawa  Literary  and  Scientiflc  Society,  Ottawa,  Can.  1 

Pan-American  Exposition,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Paul,  Kegan,  Trench,  Triibner&  Co.,  London,  Eny.  \    2 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md.  1 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvvrs,  Mass. 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass. 

Peabody  Museum  of  Archtuology  and  Ethnology, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Pearson,  J.  &  Co.,  London,  Eng.  1 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  1 

Pennsylvania  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 

Boston,  Mass.  1 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Library,  1 

Philadelphia  City  Institut-e,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Philippine  Information  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  II. 
Pillsbury,  Albert  E  ,  Boston,  A /ass. 


S 

I 


6 
1 


1 

1 


7 
3 


12 

16 
2 

1 


2 
1 


1 
2 

1 
1 
1 

2 


2 
1 
6 
1 


FREE     PUBLIC     LIBRARY. 


29 


1  folded  sheet, 


QIVBRS. 


Portland,  Oregon,  Library  Association, 
Pratt  Institute  Free  Library,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y, 
Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N,  J, 
Providence,  City  Engineer, 

City  Messenger, 

Public  Library, 
Providence  Athenseum,  Providence^  R.  I, 
Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Publishers  of  the  Gael,  New  York  City, 
Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng. 
Quincy,  III.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Rathborne,  C.  A..  Needham,  A/as8. 
Redwood  Library  and  Athenseum,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Revnolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y, 
Robbins,  Shepard  K.     1  folded  sheet,  1  newspaper  clipping,  1 

engraving, 
Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  Alass. 
Roe,  Alfred  S. 

Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Can. 
Roy  croft  Press,  Ea^t  Aurora,  N.  Y. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library, 
St.  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul,  A/inn, 
Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Sanborn,  Frank  B.,  Concord,  Mass. 
Saunderson,  Ralph  W.,  Pigeon  Cove,  Mass. 
Scott  Stamp  and  Coin  Company,  New  York  City, 
Scranton,  E.  C,  Memorial  Library,  Madison,  Conn, 
Scran  ton.  Pa.,  Public  Library, 
Seward,  George  F. ,  New  York  City, 
Shields,  Charles  W.,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
Sigourney,  Willard  H. 
Silas  Bronson  Libipary,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City, 
Smiley,  Albert  K.,  Lake  Mohonk,  N,  Y. 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass., 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C,  2  photographs. 

Soldiers*  Home  in  Massachusetts,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Massachusetts  Society, 
Southbridge,  J/ass.,  Public  Library, 
Southern  Educational  Association,  Greensboro,  N.  C. 
Sprague,  Gen,  A.  B.  R. 

Stanislaus  Co.,  Board  of  Trade,  Modesto,  Cal.        1  folded  sheet. 
Stewart,  J.  F ,  Chicago,  III. 

Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Stone,  George  E.,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Swan,  Charles  H.,  Jr. 
Syracuse  Public  Library,  Syracuse,  N.  Y, 
Tappan,  Miss  Eva  M. 
Tar  bell.  Miss  M.  Anna,  Brimfield,  Mass, 
Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Taylor,  Marvin  M. 
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Teffgart,  Frederick  J,,  San  FrancUco,  Cal. 

Telegram  Newspaper  Company, 

Thayer,  John  R. 

Thomas,  Allen  C,  Haverford^  Pa. 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass. 

Toronto  Public  Library,  Toronto,  Canada , 

Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass. 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth^  Mass. 

Tyler,  .Miss  Jessie  E. 

United  States,  Board  on  Geographic  Names, 

Bureau  of  Education, 
Department  of  Agriculture, 
Department  of  the  Interior. 
Department  of  Labor, 
Department  of  the  Navy, 
Department  of  State, 
Department  of  the  Treasury, 
Department  of  War, 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
Library  of  Congress, 
Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  Md. 
Superintendent  of  Documents, 
Surgeon  General, 
Weather  Bureau, 

University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III. 

University  of  Colorado,  Boulder,  Colo. 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

University  of  Vermont,  Burlington^  Vt. 

University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

Van  Marken,  J.  C-.,  Delft,  FloUand, 

Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Voynich,  W.  M . ,  London,  Eng. 

Wagner,  Henry,  I)eni>er,  Colo. 

Ward,  John  Ward,  New  York  City, 

Warden,  William  A. 

Warner  &  Swasey,  Cleveland,  O. 

Watertown,  J /ass..  Free  Public  I^ibrary, 

Weeden,  William  B. 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  A/ass. 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Westborough  Town  Library, 

Westminster,  Kng.,  Public  Librarv, 

White,  Elizabeth  M. 

Wiklund,  J.  A. 

Willis,  Henry  A.,  Fitchbnrg,  .Uass. 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Wilson,  Louis  N. 

Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  .1/adison,  Wis. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  J/adison,  Wis. 

Woburii,  .Uass.,  Public  Library, 
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Givers. 


Woman's  Auxiliary  to  the  Civil  Service  Reform  Association, 

New  York  City^ 
Woman's  Educational  Association,  Boston,  Mass.  2  folded  sheets, 
Woman's  Sanitary  Assoc  iation,  Indianapoiis^  Ind. 
Worcester,  City  Auditor, 

City  Clerk, 

City  Hospital, 

Parks  Commission, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Worcester  Associated  Charities, 
Worcester  Board  of  Trade, 
Worcester  Boys'  Club, 
Worcester  County  Law  Library, 
Worcester  County  Musical  Association, 
Worcester  Insane  Hospital, 
Worcester  Memorial  Hospital, 

Worcester  National  Bank,  2  folded  sheets, 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute,  Class  of  1901, 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 
Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn, 
Young,  Miss  L.  A 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  New  York  City, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  has  attended  to  the  duties 
prescribed  in  the  rules  of  the  board,  but,  as  in  former  years, 
has  delegated  the  performance  of  several  of  them  to  the  libra- 
rian. 

Reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  that  officer  for  a  detailed 
account  of  work  done  here  during  the  past  year. 

The  committee  has  confined  itself  mainly  to  general  over- 
sight, and  to  the  consideration  of  such  matters  as  have  been 

referred  to  it  by  the  board  or  brought  before  it  by  the  libra- 
rian. 

It  has,  as  usual,  held  monthly  meetings  to  examine  lists  of 
books  proposed  by  the  librarian  for  purchase. 

It  has  been  considered  proper,  however,  to  allow  him  to  use 
his  judgment  between  meetings  of  the  committee  and  buy 
books  in  immediate  demand,  about  buying  which  he  thinks 
there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion  between  the  members 
of  the  committee.  Such  purchases  are  reported  to  the  com- 
mittee at  the  next  monthly  meeting. 

The  committee  calls  attention  to  the  statement  of  the  libra- 
rian regarding  the  revision  of  the  card  catalogue.  An  earnest 
attempt  should  be  made,  as  he  suggests,  to  finish  it  this  year, 
notwithstanding  it  will  be  necessary  to  temporarily  increase 
the  force  in  the  cataloguing  department  to  do  so. 

The  committee  wishes  to  express  its  gratification  that  the 
mayor  and  City  Council  have,  during  the  present  month,  been 
able  to  give  the  library  money  for  building  a  stack  in  the 
south  art  room.  It  seconds  with  emphasis  the  request  of  the 
librarian  that  the  work,  of  which  the  building  of  this  stack  is 
a  portion,  may  be  completed  the  present  year  by  an  expendi- 
ture of  13,000. 
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In  conclusion,  the  committee  wishes  to  express  its  belief 
that  the  executive  officers  of  the  library  have  discharged  their 
vai'ious  and  arduous  duties  most  faithfully,  and  with  an 
earnest  and  constant  desire  to  assist,  in  a  sympathetic  man- 
ner, all  inquirers  and  investigators. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  committee  notes  the  great 
and  continually  growing  usefulness  and  prosperity  of  the  li- 
brary. 

EDWARD  J.  RUSSELL, 
CHARLES  M.  THAYER, 
FRANK  B.  HALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 
A.  S.  PINKERTON, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING-ROOM. 


Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  31>  1901. 

To  Mr.  Edward  J.  RhsscU,  Premdent  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Committee  on  the  Reading-room  respectfully  reports 
that  during  the  year  just  closing  the  regulations  of  the  board 
touching  matters  that  come  under  this  committee's  supervis- 
ion have  been  faithfully  observed. 

The  public  has  been  well  served  in  the  newspaper  room,  in 
the  magazine  room,  and  in  the  ladies'  reading-room.  For  this 
service  there  were  in  use  last  year  148  papers  and  359  maga- 
zines, subscribed  for  out  of  the  reading-room  fund  and  the  city 
fund,  and  49  newspapers  and  28  magazines  that  were  donated, 
making  a  total  of  197  newspapers  and  387  magazines  in  use 
during  the  year. 

This  committee  desires  to  thank  the  donors  of  newspapers 
and  magazines,  and  to  acknowledge  the  fidelity  and  efficiency 
of  the  librarian  and  his  assistants,  in  carrying  out  the  regula- 
tions of  the  board  for  the  better  service  of  the  general  public. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 
JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
Committee  on  the  Reading-room. 
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PERIODICAI^  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

American  stationer.  Glasgow  weekly  mail. 

Brockton  enterprise.  Railway  and  locomotive  engineering. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 


*Ala8kan  magazine, 

•American, 

American  Catholic  newB, 

American  citizen, 

American  gas  light  journal, 

American  homes, 

American  missionary, 

Amerika  og  Korden, 

Amerikanische  Turnzeitung, 

Arbetaren, 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal, 

Bulletin  of    the  National   Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
Chicago  banker. 
Christian  register. 
Christian  science  jouinal, 
Christian  science  sentinel, 
Congressional  record, 
Conservator, 

Cornell  nature-study  (juarterly. 
Democrat  leader, 
Denver  evening  post, 
Denver  evening  news. 
Draper's  record, 
Dry  goods  economist, 
Engineering, 
Everybody's  magazine, 
Evesham  journal, 
Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel, 
Gamla  och  nya  Hemlandet, 
♦Golfer, 

(iood  government, 
Good  roads  magazine, 
•Harlequin, 

Haverhill  social  democrat. 
Home  missionary, 
Indies'  review, 
*Land  of  sunshine. 


Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Catholic  Truth  Society. 

American  Patriotic  Association. 

G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 

American  Homes  Publishing  Co. 

American  Missionary  Association. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Charles  H.  Birbeck. 


Association. 

Publishers. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  Science  Society. 

Anonymous. 

J.  R,  Thayer. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co. 

Publishers. 

G.  E.  Francis. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  editor. 

Publishers. 


♦Disconliiiueil. 
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literary  review. 

J'ublislierB. 

Locomotive, 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Locomotive  flremen'a  magaane. 

Pnblisliera. 

Missionary  herald. 

Publishers. 

Money, 

Montana  daily  record. 

PubliBhers. 

Musical  times, 

Publishers. 

*Neiv  Piirtli. 

Publislierg. 

Nya  OsteruB  WeckoMad, 

A.  Olofson. 

Official  guzette  of  tlie   U.  S.  Patent 

Office, 

L".  S.  Patent  Office. 

L'opinion  publique, 

Publishers. 

Oread. 

Oread  Institute. 

Our  dumb  animala. 

Publishers. 

'Portland  transcript, 

H.  JI.  Griggs. 

PoBitivJat  review, 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 

•Practical  politics, 

Publishers. 

Princeton  university  bulletin. 

Publishers. 

•Public, 

Anonymous. 

Purple, 

llolv  Cross  College. 

'Reliable  poultry  journal. 

G,  E.  Francis. 

Saint  Andrew's  croeg. 

Cliapter  07,  Brotherhood   of    S 

drew. 

Skandiiiavia, 

l>ublishers. 

Sound  currency, 

Publishers. 

Southeiii  uMkmaa, 

Mrs.  1>.  S.  fanileld. 

Stndciit'M  journal. 

l>ubU?lierB. 

Sunset, 

Publishers. 

Svea, 

Publishers. 

Tcnne^nee   uiiiviTsily   magazine. 

Publishers. 

Tohpki. 

Kyoto  Imperial  University. 

Travel, 

Henry  S.  I.unn. 

TuftonLim, 

Tufts  College. 

Tufts  weekly. 

Tufts  College. 

Union  signal, 

Anonymous. 

Univertnliht  leader. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 

Vcstkustcn, 

Publishers. 

WorcentPr  daily  spy. 

Publi»hers, 

Worcester  evcniiifi  gazette. 

Publishers. 

Worcester  evenin<.'  post, 

Publishers. 

Worcester  inupkiinp. 

Worees'ter  Hoard  of  Trade. 

•Worker, 

Publisiiers. 

World's  eri-i-. 

Publishers. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free   Public 
Library, 

The  duties  of  the  Committee  on  the  Building  are  defined  as 
follows  in  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  library: 

**The  Committee  on  the  Building  shall  have  charge  of  the 
building,  attend  to  the  warming,  lighting  and  ventilating  it, 
to  all  necessary  repairs  and  to  the  general  condition  of  the 
premises." 

The  committee  believes  that  the  building  has  been  kept 
properly  lighted  and  ventilated.  It  has  been  better  heated 
early  in  the  morning  than  formerly,  because  of  the  employ- 
ment of  a  night-watchman.  Through  his  attention  to  the  fire 
during  the  ni^ht  the  rooms  have  been  made  unusually  com- 
fortable for  users  and  attendants  at  the  time  when  the  library 
is  opened. 

The  committee  has  done  what  it  could  in  the  way  of  repairs, 
but  has  been  unable  to  do  many  things  which  are  commonly 
required  in  well  ordered  establishments  because  of  lack  of 
means. 

The  city  government  must  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  if 
the  item  in  the  estimates  for  the  current  year  seems  large;  the 
repairs  of  the  closing  year,  as  well  as  those  which  will  be 
needed  the  present  year,  must  be  attended  to  out  of  the  appro- 
priation soon  to  be  made.  That  item  is  also  added  to  by  the 
necessity  of  providing  new  accommodations  for  the  card  cata- 
logues and  new  shelving  for  books. 

The  thanks  of  the  board  and  city  are  due  to  our  neighbor, 
Dr.  Thomas  H.  Gage,  for  the  time  and  money  which  he  has 
spent  in  making  our  lawn  presentable,  and  in  keeping  it  mown, 
and  in  planting  flowers  and  vines  on  the  library  premises. 
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The  committee  is  grateful  for  the  money  which  has  been  ap- 
propriated for  building  a  stack,  and  calls  attention  to  the 
statement  of  the  librarian  in  regard  to  the  immediate  need  of 
an  expenditure  of  f 3,000  for  providing  increased  accommoda- 
tions for  the  storage  of  books  in  the  circulating  department. 

This  statement  is  emphatically  endorsed  by  the  committee. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
SANFORD  C.   KENDALL, 
F.  M.  HEATH, 

Committee  on  tihe  BuUding, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
regular  and  special  city  appropriations  and  to  the  expenditures 
therefrom,  and  to  the  Green  Library,  reading-room,  librarian 
and  Henr^'  W.  Brown  funds,  for  the  year  ending  November  30, 
1901. 

The  amount  of  the  regular  city  appropriation  last  year  was 
133,000;  the  amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund, 
15,595.63;  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  f878.04;  balance 
of  last  year,  f  19.78;  total,  139,493.45. 

The  expenditures  were  f39,482.46,  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  $10.99. 

A  special  apropriation  of  $8,000  for  an  addition  to  the  old 
library  building,  an  elevator  and  other  purposes,  was  made 
by  the  city  government  in  the  year  1898-'99.  Of  that  amount 
there  had  been  expended  up  to  December  1,  1900,  $7,969.19. 
The  balance  of  $30.81  has  been  spent  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  labrary  fund  is  now  $50,072.83. 
One-fourth  part  of  the  income,  $511.82,  has  been  added  to  it 
during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will 
of  Dr.  Green.  The  wise  foresight  of  our  benefactor  becomes 
evident  when  we  compare  the  amount  of  the  original  bequest, 
$30,000,  with  the  amount  just  mentioned  as  the  principal  to- 
day of  the  Green  Library  fund. 

The  city  treasurer  acts  as  treasurer  of  the  reading-room 
fund  and  of  the  other  funds  held  in  trust  for  the  Free  Public 
Library.  His  report  respecting  the  management  of  the  read- 
ing-room fund  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  amount  of  the  librarian  fund,  the  income  of  which  is 
to  be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  fund  amounts  to  $20,000, 
is  now,  $5,201.70,  counting  thirty  shares  of  Central  National 
Bank  stock  at  par. 
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During  the  year  1899-1900  a  bequest  of  flOO  was  received 
from  the  executor  of  the  late  Reverend  Henry  W.  Brown.  This 
was  set  aside  by  the  Board  of  Directors  as  a  separate  fund,  to 
be  known  as  the  Henry  W.  Brown  fund.  The  amount  of  the 
fund  is  1104.02. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library,  reading-room,  libra- 
rian and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  in  the  hands  of  the  city 
treasurer,  have  been  examined  and  found  to  correspond  with 
the  schedule,  and  the  treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited 
and  found  to  be  correct.  The  committee  has  also  examined 
and  approved  the  account  of  the  librarian. 

The  committee  has  considered  carefully  the  estimates  of  the 
amounts  of  money  which  will  needed  by  the  library  the  cur- 
rent year.  As  the  library  grows  and  the  amount  of  work  to 
be  done  here  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  city  in  popu- 
lation, a  gradually  increasing  amount  of  money  is  required  to 
meet  necessary  expenses.  Plans  for  changes  in  the  buildings, 
described  in  the  report  of  the  librarian,  and  explained  to  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  city  government  last  year,  call  im- 
peratively for  an  unusual  expenditure  of  (3,000  the  present 
year. 

More  money  than  usual  must  be  spent  this  year,  as  the  money 
at  our  disposal  last  year  was  insuflBcient  to  make  the  usual 
everyday  repairs. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
Committee  on  Finance. 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 

iiegui:ar  appropriation. 

Financial  Statement  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1901, 


Balance  from  previous  year. 

City  appropriation, 

Dog  money. 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.. 

RESOURCES. 

• 

$19  78 

33,000  00 

5,595  03 

878  04 

$39,493  45 

EXPENDITURES. 

Binding, 

Printing  and  charging  slips. 

Freight    (foreign    and   domestic),   expressage,    po«5t- 

age,  removing  ashes,  street  sprinkling  and  minor 

running  expenses. 
Covering  paper  and  stationery. 
Postal  cards  for  notices  to  delinquents, 
Cards  for  cataloguing. 
Ordinary  repairs,  furniture,  brushe^s,  etc.. 
Coal  and  wood. 
Electric  light, 
Gas, 
Water, 

Salaries  of  assistants, 
Salarv  of  librarian. 
Wages    of    janitor,   watchman,  and    janitor's  work 

done  by  the  hour, 
Service  bv  hour  and  elevator  bov. 
Cataloguing, 
Insurance, 
Reading-room, 
Deliveiy  stations. 
Books, 


Balance  unexpended, 


$2,520  20 

410 

GO 

029 

10 

212 

28 

130  00 

178 

G4 

1,073 

17 

1,071 

90 

404 

94 

1,098  00 

470 

77 

5,887 

50 

3,500  00 

2,174 

53 

5,171 

45 

3,349 

75 

1,051 

25 

GOO  00 

1,177 

07 

8.311 

31 

$39,482  4G 

^ 

10  99 

^9,493  45 
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APPROPRIATION    FOR  ADDITION   TO  BUILDING. 

City  appropriation,  $8,000  00 

Expenditures  up  to  December  1,  1901,  8,000  00 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

NOVEMBEB  30,  1001. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1901,  is  as  follows: 
Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  $955  00 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  331  50 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits,  749  04 

Interest  on  bank  deposit,  11  75 


$2,047  29 


Of  this  income  there  has  been  added: 
To  the  fund  one-fourth  part,  viz.,  $511  82 

To  the  book  account  three-fourths  parts,  viz.,  1,535  47 


$2,047  29 

The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of 
the  investment  and  book  accounts  as  veri- 
fied bv  the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands 
of  the  city  treasurer: 

Investment  Account. 

Not  OS  seciuod  by  mortgages,  $22,500  00  $22,500  00 

Bank  stock,  par  value,  6,200  00  5,800  00 

Savings  bank  deposits,  20,841  01  21,772  83 


$49,541  01  $50,072  83 


Book  Account. 


Balance.  December  1,  1900,  $1,471  14 

Three-fourtlis  annual  income  of  fund,  1,535  47 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  22  88 


$3,029  49 
Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year,  1,932  00 


Balance,  November  30,  1901,  $1,097  49 
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Recapitulation. 


Investment  balances, 
Cash  balances, 


Nov.  30,  1900.    Nov.  30,  1901. 

$49,541  01  $50,072  83 

1,471  14  1,097  49 


$51,012  15 


$51,170  32 


F.  W.  WHITE, 
Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 


Balance,  December  1,  1900, 
Dividends,  savings  banks, 
Dividends,  Central  National  Bank, 


Central  National  Bank  (30  shares), 
Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 
Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 


November  30,  1901. 

$4,975  67 

76  03 

150  00 


$3,000  00 

1,609  20 

592  50 


$5,201  70 


$5,201  70 

F.  W.  WHITE, 
Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  HENRY  W.  BROWN  FUND 


November  30,  1901. 


Balance,  December  1,  1900, 
Dividends,  savings  banks, 


Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 


$100  00 
4  02 

$104  02 
$104  02 

F.  W.  WHITE, 
Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING-ROOM  FUllD. 

NoTZMsn  30.  IWU 

Cabh     Account. 


Balance,  December  1,  IWM, 

Worcester  Public  Jjibrary  Deparlincnt, 
Dividends,  Nor«icli  A,  Woreester  R.  E.  stock. 
Dividends,  Boeton  &  Albany  It.  R.  «tock. 
Interest,  savings  bauke, 
Interest,  Kirat  Nntional  Bank, 


Expendnl  for  periodicals  and  papers. 
Balance  November  30,  11)01, 

Is  VESTMENT     ACCOfNT 

SavingEi  tiank  deposits, 

Bonton  &  Albany  K.  R.  stoi-k   (7  shares). 


liuf  «e 

' 

000  oc 

88  00 

«i  sr 

316  m 

aei 

«l^0l  10 

034  26 

!  R.  R.  stock  (11  sliares). 


97,380  M 
1,S20  DC 
2,G30  OC 


Examined  and  found  c 
posaeRBion  of  the  treasuri 
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,  pro]>erlj-  vouched,  and  the  securities  in  tb 


FOKTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 


DIRECTORS 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRiRY, 


CITY  OF  WORCESTER. 


YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1902. 


WORCESTER,    MASS.; 

FBB88    or   CHARLES    HAMILTON, 

Sit    Maim   Strbbt, 

1»0S. 


DIRECTORS  IN  1903. 


CHARLBS  M.  THATBR, 
FRANK  B.  HALL, 
MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 
8ANF0RD  C.  KENDALL, 
WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 
FREDERICK   W.  VERMILLE, 


Term  Ezpibes 
Dec.  81, 

JOHN  E.  LYNCH,  1908. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON,  1904. 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT,  1906. 

FRANK  M.  HEATH,  1906. 

JOHN  M.  RUSSELL,  1907. 


JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR, 


ORGANIZATION  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


1908. 


PRESIDENT. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON. 


SBCRBTART. 

JOHN  E.  LTNCH. 


COMMITTEE    ON   THE  UBRART. 

CHARLES  M.  THAYER,  FRANK  B.  HALL, 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT,  WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 

JOHN  M.  RUSSELL. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  READING-ROOM. 

JOHN  E.  LYNCH,  MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE. 


COMMITTEE   ON  THE  BUILDING. 


SANFORD  C.  KENDALL, 


FRANK  M.  HEATH, 


JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR. 


COMMITTEE  ON   FINANCE. 


ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 


MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 


THOMAS  J.  BARRETT. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN. 


ASSISTANT  LIBRARIANS. 


LUCY  A.  YOUNG, 


JESSIE  E.  TYLER. 


ASSISTANTS. 

HATTIE  J.  CHILDS,        AROLYN  L.  JOHNSON,        GRACE  W.  WOOD. 
ISABEL  A.  THAYER,     EDITH  M.  GATES,  ALICE  E.  WELCH. 

Six    CATALOGIIKK8.  SEVENTEEN    ATTENDANTS. 

KKiHT    KEKPEIW    of   DELIVERY    STATIONS.  ElOHT    RUNNEKS. 

Six    jANITOItS,    AND    A    WATCHMAN. 


REPORT  0.F  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE 

FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  Honorable  Edward  E.  Fletcher,  Mayors  ami  the  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Worcester: 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  in  respectfully  sub- 
^  mitting  their  forty-third  annual  report,  including  therein  the 
reports  of  the  several  standing  committees  of  the  Board,  and 
the  report  of  the  librarian,  desire  to  record  their  appreciation 
of  the  assistance  and  co-operation  rendered  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  in  the  efforts  of  the  directors  to  improve  the 
facilities  and  increase  the  usefulness  of  the  library. 

From  the  date  of  its  inception  this  library  has  been  a  source 
of  legitimate  pride  to  the  people  of  Worcester,  and  they  have 
noted  with  pleasure  not  only  its  rapid  development,  increasing 
influence  and  administrative  facilities,  but  they  have  used  it 
freely  and  as  time  passes  our  thoughtful  citizens  more  and  more 
realize  the  great  part  it  has  borne,  and  is  now  sustaining,  in 
the  educational  life  of  our  city.  They  find  pleasure  and  grati- 
fication in  the  fact  that  few  cities,  in  this  country  at  least,  and 
certainly  no  city  of  equal  size,  has  to-day  a  working  library 
so  well  equipped  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  varied  population, 
and  of  an  intelligent  and  industrious  people. 

While  the  city  has  been  liberal  in  appropriations  for  its 
support,  and  the  library  has  been  the  beneficiary  of  many  kind 
friends,  nmch  of  the  credit  of  such  arrangement  and  indexing  of 
its  contents,  as  tend  to  most  easily  facilitate  its  intelligent  use 
and  for  its  wise  administration  is  due  to  the  indefatigable 
labors  and  unselfish  devotion  of  the  librarian,  who  for  thirty- 
two  years  has  devoted  his  time  and  energy  to  the  Worcester 
Library,  and  to  all  that  it  represents. 
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The  attention  of  the  City  Government  is  directed  to  the 
reports  of  the  various  standing  committees,  and  to  the  report 
of  the  librarian,  containing  as  these  reports  do,  statements  of 
the  detailed  work  of  the  Hbrary,  and  of  its  condition,  financial 
and  otherwise,  yet  it  may  be  well  here  to  state  that  the  library 
now  consists  of  137,288  volumes,  and  that  during  the  past 
y(»ar  .'U6,098  books,  in  the  reference  and  circulating  depart- 
ments, have  been  used  by  our  patrons. 

The  population  of  Worcester  is  of  various  nationalities  and 
many  calls  are  made  for  books  printed  in  foreign  languages; 
it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  directors  to  meet  this  demand,  and 
numerous  books,  printed  in  various  European  and  the  Armenian 
languages,  have  been  from  time  to  time  added  to  the  library, 
so  that  at  present  it  is  fairly  well  equipped  in  that  direction, 
although  further  accessions  will  be  made  as  necessity  requires 
and  our  financial  resources  permit.  It  is  hoped  that  our  library 
will  soon  contain  books  printed  in  the  old  Hebrew,  Polish  and 
Yiddish  languages.  In  the  department  of  general  literature,  and 
in  works  on  mechanical,  scientific,  and  art  subjects,  the  direc- 
tors are  seeking  to  keep  pace  with  the  demands  of  our  people. 

Pursuing  the  policy  of  former  years  several  bibliographical 
lectures  by  prominent  teachers  have  been  given  and  a  number 
of  exhibitions  representing  various  fields  of  art  have  been  held 
and  Hwvh  lectures  and  exhibitions  are  expected  to  be  of  more 
fre«ju(»nt  occurrence  in  the  future. 

li  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  those  interested  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  library  that  they  have  been  enabled,  during  the 
past  year,  to  erect  the  much  deshed  and  long  delayed  steel  stack 
and  to  provide,  within  the  lecture  hall,  suitable  cases  for  a 
working  library  especially  devoted  to  the  students  of  the  litera- 
ture, of  sculpture,  and  painting.  Additional  shelving  and  proper 
catalogue  cases  have  also  been  added  to  the  library  equipment 
and  from  the  special  appropriation  of  fifty-four  himdred  dollars, 
made  a  few  months  since,  the  directors  have  been  enabled 
to  so  divide  the  old  Green  library  room  as  to  provide  two  full 
working  floors,  greatly  increasing  the  facilities  of  the  library 
without  impairing  the  use  of  any  portion  of  the  building.    This 
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change  has  long  been  desired,  and  its  beneficent  results  are 
already  apparent.  The  watchman's  clock,  with  its  stations, 
has  been  installed.  The  past  year  has  witnessed  the  completion 
of  the  task  of  reclassifying  and  recataloguing  all  the  books  con- 
tained within  the  library.  This  great  work  has  been  accom- 
plished within  a  shorter  time  than  was  expected,  and  at  a 
less  expenditure  of  money,  and  the  directors  are  happy  to  state 
that  the  library  to-day  has  a  full,  exhaustive  and  satisfactory 
card  catalogue  of  all  books  under  their  control.  The  thanks 
of  all  those  interested  in  the  intelligent  use  of  books  is  due  to 
the  librarian,  and  his  assistants,  for  the  successful  completion 
of  this  long  and  complicated  task. 

A  few  years  ago  a  department  for  the  use  of  children  imder 
fifteen  years  of  age  was  established,  and  it  has  been  a  success 
from  the  beginning.  Children  have  free  access  to  a  large  number 
of  volumes  especially  suited  to  their  needs;  they  seem  to  appreci- 
ate the  privilege  of  making  their  own  selections,  and  during 
the  past  year  they  have  taken  to  their  homes  41,146  books, 
in  addition  to  those  secured  through  the  medium  of  the  public 
schools  or  taken  from  the  library  on  cards  of  their  parents. 
The  reading  room  of  this  department  is  constantly  used  by 
young  students. 

As  a  result  of  recent  changes  all  books  now  in  the  circu- 
lating department  are,  subject  to  very  simple  rules,  open  to 
the  inspection  of  book  users,  and  this  change  and  opportunity 
for  personal  selection  will  doubtless  result  in  the  increased  use 
of  the  library,  and  be  appreciated  by  its  patrons. 

One  hundred  ninety-eight  newspapers  and  three  hundred 
sixty-eight  magazines  are  now  at  the  disposal  of  those  using 
the  reading  rooms.  The  wisdom  of  establishing  sub-stations 
is  proved  by  their  use;  during  the  past  year  11,687  books 
having  been  distributed  through  these  mediums. 

For  years  the  library  has  been  used  as  an  auxiliary  of  the 
public  schools,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  historic  interest  that  Worces- 
ter was  the  first  city  in  which  was  established  a  system  of 
co-operative  work  between  the  public  library  and  the  public 
schools,  and  that  our  present  librarian  did  his  full  paxt  vcL\fta>Me\- 
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rating  the  system  that  has  had  such  fruitful  results.  The  example 
of  Worcester  has  been  followed  by  other  communities,  until,  at 
the  present  time,  the  system  inaugurated  here  has  become  almost 
a  universal  one  throughout  the  United  States,  and  is  largely 
followed  in  England.  Supplementing  this  good  work  provisions 
have  been  made  by  which  Sunday  schools  can  hereafter  use  the 
library  as  an  auxiliary  to  their  work;  in  this  action  nothing 
sectarian  is  either  contemplated  or  to  be  allowed.  The  books 
are  to  be  selected  by  the  proper  church  authorities  desiring 
their  use,  and  the  library  will  simply  act  as  a  medium  through 
which  the  children  of  the  various  Sunday  schools  can  avail 
themselves  of  a  library  provided  by  the  city. 

We  confidently  believe  that  this  movement  will  be  one  that 
will  commend  itself  to  the  thinking  public,  and  especially  to 
those  interested  in  educational  work,  and  in  the  placing  of 
good  literature  in  the  hands  of  young  people.  The  library  of 
the  Worcester  Medical  Society  is  still  deposited  in  this  build- 
ing, and  is  available  for  the  public  use. 

It  only  requires  a  visit  to  the  library,  especially  during  the 
afternoon  hours,  to  learn  how  much  it  is  used  by  nearly  every 
class  of  our  people,  and  how  frequent  are  the  calls  upon  the 
staff  for  all  kinds  of  information  to  be  found  in  books,  information 
promptly  and  cheerfully  given.  It  is  not  enough  for  a  librarian 
to  be  a  reader  and  student ;  he  must  also  know  where  to  find 
information.  The  city  of  Worcester  is  fortunate  in  possessing 
officials  who  are  not  only  familiar  with  the  contents  of  the 
books  entrusted  to  their  keeping,  but  also  fully  competent  to 
direct  the  inquirer  to  the  source  of  infonnation  that  he  seelcs. 

The  use  of  the  rooms  on  Sunday  is  increasing,  and  it  is 
noticeable  that  those  who  frequent  the  rooms  on  this  day  are 
readers  who  are  rarely  diverted  from  that  pursuit,  and  that 
many  of  them  are  apparently  working  men  who  devote  this 
day  to  the  study  of  general  literature,  or  of  books  or  papers 
devoted  to  their  special  industrial  pursuits. 

The  public  interest  in  the  library,  and  its  general  use,  has 
greatly  increased  since  its  establishment,  and  especially  dur- 
ing  the    last    decade,    and    while    the  city   has  been  liberal 
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in  its  appropriations  it  is  very  evident  that  if  the  Hbrary  is 
to  meet  the  increasing  demands  upon  it,  and  keep  pace 
with  the  rapid  growth  and  industrial  development  of  our  city, 
larger  sums  must  soon  be  spent  for  its  maintenance  ;  for 
a  working  library,  such  as  ours,  must  have  within  it,  prac- 
tically all  books  possessing  any  permanent  value,  and  must 
be  able  to  answer  the  inquiries  and  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  those  whose  money  is  expended  in  its  behalf. 

That  the  citizens  of  Worcester  approve  a  liberal  expenditure 
for  library  purposes,  we  believe.  We  are  confident  that  they 
endorse  the  sentiment  of  a  certain  Swedish  statesman,  that 
education  while  costly  is  not  dear ;  and  we  believe  it  to  be  proven 
that  no  one  agency  can  distribute  so  many  good  books,  or 
so  efficiently  promote  the  public  welfare,  as  a  carefully  selected 
and  well  directed  public  library,  to  which  every  class  of  our 
citizens  can  resort,  with  the  knowledge  that  the  fruits  of  cen- 
turies of  learning  are  there  garnered  for  their  use. 

The  thanks  of  the  directors  are  due  to  all  who  have  in  any 
way  during  the  past  year  contributed  to  the  library  by  gifts 
of  books,  manuscripts,  pictures,  periodicals,  newspapers,  or 
other  articles,  and  to  the  administration  represented  by  the 
librarian  and  his  assistants. 

We  invoke  for  the  Public  Library  the  good  offices  of  the 
City  Government. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREK 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  Honorable  Alfred  S,  Pinkerton,  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors, 

Following  is  the  forty-third  report  of  the  librarian;  it  is  the 
thirty-second  which  I  have  prepared. 

The  tables  which  usually  fonn  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  library,  the  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by 
readers  and  students  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading- 
rooms  and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record  such 
other  facts  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  our  custom  to  call 
attention  to.  The  officers  of  the  library  at  the  end  of  the  year 
are  conscious  of  profound  satisfaction. 

The  special  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  a  year  ago,  but 
during  the  library  year  which  has  just  expired,  enabled  us  to 
place  a  steel  stack  in  the  upper  portion  of  our  fire-proof  stack- 
building,  and  to  line  the  walls  of  the  lecture  hall  with  glazed 
cases  for  the  accommodation  of  a  working  library  for  students 
of  the  literature  of  sculpture  and  painting. 

In  this  way  the  needed  room  has  been  secured  for  the  storage 
of  books  belonging  to  the  reference  department  and  we  have 
been  enabled  to  place  all  the  books  of  that  department,  as  should 
be  the  case,  in  the  safest  portion  of  the  library  building. 

The  special  appropriation  of  $5,400,  made  a  few  months  ago, 
has  enabled  us  to  provide  for  the  present  demands  and  the 
future  growth  of  the  circulating  department,  by  making  it 
possible  for  us  to  divide  the  magazine  room  by  placing  a  well 
supported  floor  on  a  level  with  the  floor  of  the  upper  gallery  of 
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that  room.  The  additional  room  thus  obtained  has  given  us 
a  place  to  store  books  hitherto  kept  in  the  children's  room  and 
so  enabled  us  to  give  more  space  to  the  immense  numbers  of 
children  who  use  that  room. 

The  area  in  front  of  the  counters  has  been  much  enlarged, 
the  reference  room  has  been  doubled  in  size  and  space  has  been 
secured  for  tables  in  which  to  place  the  current  numbers  of 
children's  magazines  and  papers. 

A  clock  has  been  installed  and  stations  have  been  established 
which  are  visited  four  times  every  night  by  the  watchman. 

Three  new  catalogue  cases  and  a  case  for  the  shelf  list  have 
been  provided,  other  articles  of  furniture  procured  and  certain 
minor  facilities  introduced. 

A  commodious  and  properly  equipped  toilet  room  is  now 
being  built  in  a  large  recess  of  the  reading  room  for  newspapers, 
in  the  basement  of  the  building,  and  certain  safety  appliances 
required  by  Jaw  have  been  attached  to  our  two  hydraulic  ele- 
vators. Cherry  cases  have  been  provided  in  the  middle  art 
room  for  portfolios  of  photographs  and  an  oak  glazed  case  with 
deep  shelves  for  large  art  books  in  the  study  room  leading  out 
of  the  lecture  hall.  Most  of  these  improvements  lead  imme- 
diately to  better  service  of  users  of  the  library  and  their  increased 
comfort,  profit  and  enjoyment. 

But  the  officers  and  users  of  the  library  are  also  to  be  con- 
gratulated upon  the  completion  of  another  great  undertaking. 
September  1,  1894,  a  revision  of  the  card  catalogue  was  begun. 
Since  that  date  all  the  books  in  the  circulating  department  have 
been  reclassified  and  recatalogued  and  the  cards  on  which  the 
books  of  the  intermediate  and  Green  libraries  were  catalogued 
have  been  revised.  A  shelf  list  has  also  been  prepared.  Now 
there  is  a  complete  card  catalogue  of  all  the  books  in  the  build- 
ing. This  is  a  dictionary,  author  and  subject  catalogue,  and 
all  the  entries  are  in  a  single  alphabet.  Complete  card  cata- 
logues have  also  been  made  of  the  books  in  the  circulating 
department  and  of  those  in  the  children's  room.  The  latter 
have  been  placed  in  the  rooms  devoted  to  those  departments 
of  the  library,  and  the  main  and  completed  COTKv^kX^Vi'ewse^^ 
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catalogue  is  in  the  Green  library  (or  reference)  room.  It  was 
anticipated  that  the  great  undertaking  could  l>e  accomplished 
in  ten  years,  but  owing  to  the  employment  of  an  increased  num- 
ber of  cataloguers,  it  has  been  done  in  less  than  eight  years. 
The  library  is  very  much  indebted  to  Miss  I-ucy  A.  Young, 
my  first  assistant,  for  the  great  intelligence  and  well  directed 
and  unrelaxed  energy  with  which  she  has  supervised  this  diffi- 
cult and  laborious  piece  of  work. 

During  the  period  of  business  depression,  comparatively  little 
work  of  this  kind  could  be  done,  but  the  gratitude  of  all  users 
of  the  library  is  due  to  the  city  government  for  its  liberal  response 
to  applications  made  to  it  on  the  return  of  prosperity,  for  grants 
of  money  which  would  enable  this  institution  to  put  its  cata- 
logues in  order,  and  make  changes  in  the  building  and  provide 
furnishings  and  furniture  such  as  have  been  described  in  this 
report. 

Open  Shelves. 

One  of  the  desirable  results  of  the  completion  of  the  reclassi- 
fication of  the  books  of  the  circulating  department  is  that  we 
are  now  able  to  admit  users  to  such  sections  of  the  library  as 
may  contain  books  which  they  would  like  to  consult  and  from 
which  they  may  wish  to  make  selections  of  books  to  take  home. 
Hitherto  about  ten  thousand  volumes  have  been  placed  in 
different  rooms  of  the  library,  where  they  can  be  handled  and 
used  without  ceremony;  hereafter  all  the  books  of  the  circulat- 
ing department  can  be  used  freely  at  the  shelves  by  observing 
the  simple  ceremony  of  asking  permission. 

For  many  years,  ten  at  least,  it  has  been  our  intention  to 
extend  this  additional  privilege  to  users  of  the  library  as  soon 
as  we  could  get  money  enough  to  enable  us  to  make  changes 
which  were  necessary  before  it  could  be  freely  granted  and  before 
it  would  be  useful  enough,  in  fact,  to  be  generally  regarded  as 
a  privilege. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  that  public  libraries  which  provide  for 
the  wants  of  students  as  well  as  for  popular  demands,  are  likely 
to  have  books  to  which  access  can  only  be  allowed  under  re- 


FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRABT.  11 

strictions,  as  it  is  impracticable  for  iastitutions  of  that  kind  to 
discriminate  among  constituents.  The  Free  Public  Librar)^ 
here,  has  paid  especial  attention  to  providing  a  large  and  very 
expensive  and  valuable  reference  library.  Many  of  the  sets  of 
books  and  many  single  volumes  could  not  be  replaced  except 
at  great  cost,  if  at  all.  Since  our  reference  library  was  placed 
in  the  new  building,  our  rule  has  been  to  allow  persons  to  go 
into  the  stacks  where  it  is  kept,  but  to  send  an  attendant  with 
them.  It  will  almost  always  be  more  convenient  for  students, 
after  examining  books  in  the  stacks,  to  have  such  as  they  wish 
to  use  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  carried  to  a  study  room 
or  the  general  reference  reading  room,  for  deKberate  and  com- 
fortable study. 

*'The  public  should  again  be  reminded,''  as  I  stated  in  my 
last  report,  **  that  books  can  be  taken  home  from  the  excellent 
library  of  the  Worcester  District  Medical  Society,  by  permission 
of  the  librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  that  access  to 
the  shelves  in  that  library  is  allowed  to  persons  whom  it  seems 
proper  should  be  permitted  to  go  to  them." 

It  would  add  greatly  to  the  comfort  of  readers  in  the  renovated 
reading  room  for  magazines  and  literary,  scientific  and  art 
papers,  if  chairs  of  another  pattern  could  be  provided  for  their 
use.  The  city  government  will  be  asked  to  complete  the  fur- 
nishing of  the  room  by  enabling  us  to  buy  the  needed  chairs. 

Size  and  Use  of  Library. 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  library  137,287  volumes,  divided  among  the  differ- 
ent departments  as  follows:  Green  Library,  25,600;  interme- 
diate department,  50,047;  circulating  department,  61,640. 
These  figures  show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  129  volumes  in 
the  Green  Library;  2,589  in  the  intermediate  department; 
and  a  loss  of  1,221  volumes  in  the  circulating  department;  or 
a  gain  of  1,497  in  all;  4,476  volumes  were  added  during  the 
previous  year. 

The  great  decrease  in  the  net  number  of  volumes  added  to 
the  library  during  the  past  year  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  ^  n^t^ 
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unusually  large  number  has  been  withdrawn  from  circulation 
and  dis[)osed  of  because  dirty,  of  poor  print  and  undesirable 
editions  or  worn  out. 

In  the  revision  of  the  catalogue  of  the  circulating  library, 
when  we  got  back  to  the  older  portions  of  the  collection,  it 
became  necessary  to  discard  many  volumes.  Thus  during  the 
last  three  years  the  following  numbers  of  volumes  have  been 
taken  out  of  the  library:  in  1899-1900,  739  volumes;  in  1900-1, 
1,918  volumes;   in  1901-2,  4,938. 

566  papers  and  other  periodicals  are  now  taken  by  the  library. 
316,098  volumes  represent  the  home  and  reference  use  of  the 
library  during  the  past  year.  That  use  was  divided  as  follows: 
home  use,  218,867;  reference  use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sundays 
and  holidays),  94,273;   Sunday  use,  2,424;   holiday  use  534. 

Of  the  volumes  given  out  in  the  circulating  department  the 
past  year,  13,794  were  taken  out  on  cards,  which  teachers  may 
use  for  their  own  benefit  (but  which,  in  fact,  they  use  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  in  the  immediate  interests  of  their  pupils), 
and  11,961  on  cards  which  teachers  use  exclusively  for  the 
benefit  of  scholars.  As  stated  before,  a  large  jx)rtion  of  the 
books  taken  out  by  teachers  for  themselves  and  scholars  are 
taken  to  their  own  and  children's  homes,  and  are  in  use  Satiwday 
and  Sunday,  as  well  as  during  the  five  days  of  the  school  week. 
As  stated  previously,  the  school  use  is  not,  of  course,  nearly  the 
whole  use  of  the  lil)rary  by  children,  for  in  addition  to  their 
very  large  use  of  books  in  making  investigations  in  the  library 
building,  great  numbers  use  their  parents'  cards  in  getting 
books  to  take  home,  and  41,146  volumes  (an  increase  of  1,454 
over  the  large  number  of  the  previous  year)  were  given  out 
last  year  on  blue  cards,  which  are  given  to  children  under 
fifteen,  whose  parents  or  teachers  desire  them  to  have  home 
privileges.  The  books  given  out  on  blue  cards  are  examined 
by  attendants  in  the  library  before  they  are  given  out,  to  see 
that  young  children,  so  far  as  possible,  get  only  books  adapted 
to  their  ages  and  capacities. 

The  use  of  the  reference  and  circulating  departments  has 
decreased  slightly  during  the  past  year.    This  decrease  would 
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seem  to  be  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  the  noise  and  confusion 
which  have  prevailed  in  portions  of  the  building  in  consequence 
of  the  presence  of  workmen  in  making  extensive  changes. 
That  this  supposition  is  correct  would  seem  to  be  indicated  by 
the  falling  oflf  in  the  use  of  portfolios  of  pictures,  as  these  are 
generally  used  in  rooms  which  have  especially  undergone  repairs. 
As  the  loss  extends  to  the  delivery  stations,  however,  it  would 
appear  that  some  more  general,  though  unknown,  cause  has 
existed. 

11,810  persons  (an  increase  of  2,008)  used  the  rooms  of  the 
library  on  Sunday  during  the  past  year,  or  an  average  of  223 
persons  (as  against  188  last  year).  The  smallest  attendance 
on  Sunday  was  August  11,  when  111  persons  used  the  rooms. 


Delivery  Stations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  use  of  books  passing  through 
the  delivery  stations: 
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The  stations,  as  regards  the  number  of  books  sent  to  them, 
retain  the  relative  position  held  by  them  last  year,  excepting 
that  Belmont  and  Tatnuck  change  places.  The  order  now  is 
Quinsigamond,  South  Worcester,  Greendale,  Lake  View,  Graf- 
Inn  square,  Tatnuck,  Belmont  street  and  New  Worcester. 
I,nke  \'icw,  South  Worcester  and  Tatnuck  opened  the  largest 
number  of  new  accounts.  All  the  stations  are  at  the  same 
places  as  last  year,  and  under  the  Bsme  custodians. 
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Use  of  Pictures. 

Besides  the  everyday  use  of  pictorial  material,  the  following 
exhibitions  have  been  held: 

Photographs  illustrating  the  English  school  of  painting; 
illustrations  of  seven  styles  of  architecture ;  hunting  scenes  and 
representations  of  fishes  and  birds;  Walters'  ceramics;  photo- 
graphs of  pictures  of  Raphael. 

The  old  lecture  hall  has  been  transformed  into  a  centre  for 
art  study  and  lectures  and  talks  will  generally  be  held  hereafter 
in  the  art  rooms  in  the  upper  story  of  the  library  building. 

Cataloguing. 

Mention  ha«  already  been  made  of  the  completion  of  the 
revision  of  the  card  catalogue  of  the  Green  and  intermediate 
libraries  and  of  the  work  of  adding  to  it  cards  for  the  books 
in  the  circulating  department  and  of  duplicating  cards  for  the 
catalogues  of  the  circulating  library  and  children's  room. 

It  must  now  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  numbers  in  the  old 
printed  catalogue  and  supplements  can  no  longer  be  used. 
They  have  been  changed  and  the  present  numbers  of  books 
can  only  be  found  in  the  card  catalogues,  in  recent  finding 
lists  and  in  the  later  printed  bulletins  of  additions.  Books 
can  still  be  obtained,  in  the  use  of  the  older  printed  catalogues, 
by  asking  for  them  by  author  or  subject,  or,  in  the  case  of  stories, 
by  titles. 

A  finding  list  of  books  in  modern  foreign  languages  has  just 
been  issued  by  the  library.  It  is  proposed  to  print  other  find- 
ing lists  during  the  year. 

Assistants. 

The  continued  fidelity  and  enthusiasm  of  my  assistants 
deserve  hearty  recognition.  The  heads  of  the  reference  and 
circulating  departments  have  been  long  in  service;  their  energy 
is  unabated  and  their  experience  and  interest  of  great  value  to 
the  library.    The  cataloguers  and  other  assistants  have  aimed 
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to  do  their  work  well  and  have,  I  believe,  rendered  excellent 
service. 

Gifts. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  have  been 
indebted  the  past  year  is  appended  to  this  report.  We  are 
especially  grateful  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  citizens  of 
Worcester  by  other  libraries  in  lending  us  books  for  their  use. 

Continued  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Gage  for  care 
which  in  the  last,  as  in  the  previous  year,  he  took  of  our  grounds 
and  the  pains  which  he  showed  to  beautify  them. 

Talks  about  Books. 

The  objects  of  the  talks  about  books  were  explained  in  the 
report  of  the  year  before  the  last.  They  proved  eminently 
successful  that  year  and  were  continued  last  year. 

Those  given  last  year  were  a  talk  by  Miss  Arabella  H.  Tucker 
on  the  Literature  of  Trees  and  Shrubs,  given  May  28,  and  one 
by  Dr.  George  E.  Francis,  given  October  24,  on  the  Literature 
of  Mushrooms.  Both  of  the  speakers  are  masters  of  their  sub- 
jects and  gave  very  instructive  and  interesting  addresses. 
They  had  before  them  books  belonging  to  the  library  to  which 
they  wished  to  call  attention,  and  taking  them  up  one  by  one 
showed  their  comparative  value  and  the  particular  interest  of 
special  books. 

Miscellaneous. 

Circulars  have  just  been  sent  out  to  the  different  Sunday 
schools  in  Worcester,  inquiring  whether  they  would  like  to  have 
us  furnish  them  books.  It  will  be  better  to  defer  remarks 
about  this  matter  until  next  year,  as  the  new  plans  are  not  yet 
in  operation. 

Notice  was  given  at  the  November  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  proposed  changes  in  the  rules.  These  and  changes- 
in  t  he  regulations  will  probably  be  considered  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  board. 
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Librarian's  Account. 

Following  is  my  account  for  the  money  received  for  fines, 
etc.,  properly  vouched  by  the  Finance  Committee: 

City  of  Worcester. 

Free  Public  Library,  December,  1902. 

Wo,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel 
S.  Green,  Librarian,  from  December  1,  1901,  the  date  of  the 
last  settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  Librarian's  hands,  De- 


ceniber  1,  19()1, 

$1,096  26 

Received  for  fines, 

869  76 

Received  for  copies  of  catalogues, 

16  77 

Received  for  books  injured  and  lost, 

8  25 

Deposits, 

45  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts. 

65  24 

• 

$2,101  28 
l)ei)Osit«  i-eturncd,  $26  00 

Book  paid  for  as  lost,  but  afterwards 

found,  50 

Paid  Mr.  F.  W.  White,  city  treasurer,  1,978  19 


$2,004  69 
Balance  in  Librarian's  hands,  Dec.  1,  1902,    96  59 


$2,101  28 

LYMAN  A  ELY, 
ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 

Finance  Committee.  . 
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RECEIFrS   AND    EXPENDITURES. 


RECEIPTS. 


Municipal  appropriation, 
Income  from  invested  funds: — 
Green  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund, 
Librarian  fund, 
Henry  W.  Brown  fund, 


Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

Receipts  from  fines. 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged  books, 

Sundry  receipts, 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: — 

Municipal  appropriation, 
Green  Library  fund, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc.. 
Reading-room  fund. 


EXPENDITURES 


i 

< 

m,400  00 

$2,174  93 

453  00 

237  13 

4  16 

2.869  22 

5,790  21 

869  76 

16  77 

7  75 

120  24 

< 

154,073  95 

$10  09 

1,097  49 

1,096  26 

266  85 

2,471  59 

$56,545  54 

BOOR 

ACCOUNT. 

Books : — 

Green  Library  fund. 

$1,142  88 

City  appropriation. 

9,025  81 

$10,168  69 

Periodicals : — 

City  appropriation, 

$877  79 

Reading-room  fund, 

622  79 

1,500  58 

Binding, 

*lJKBA^Ti 
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BUILDING   ACCOUNT. 

Repairs  and  additions,  furniture  and  fixtures,  $10,502  14 

Insurance,  297  54 

Fuel,  1,616  60 

Lights,  1.290  50 

SALART   ACCOUNT. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors),  18,509  23 

Cataloguing,  3.901  30 

SUPPLY   ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogues,  243  36 

Blanks  and  stationery  and  printing  report,  647  57 


Postage  and  revenue  stamps,  222  63 

Sundries : — 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.,  $479  16 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,  etc.,  505  64 

Amount  added  of  income  of  the  Green  Li- 
brary fund  to  the  principal  of  the  fund,  540  49 

Income  of  Librarian  fund,  added  to  principal,     237  13 

Income  of  Henry  W.  Brown  fund,  added  to 
principal,  .  4  16 


1,766  58 
$53,551  67 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1902: — 

Green  Library  fund,  $1,589  05 

Reading-room  fund,  697  06 
Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues, 

etc.,  96  59 

Balance  of  municipal  appropriation,  611  17 


2,993  87 
$56,545  54 


Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase : 
Green  library. 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department, 

129 
1,329 
3,689 

5,147 
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Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department,  619 

Circulating  department,  23 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 

IntcrmediaU*  department,  644 

Circulating  department,  40 


Ntmiber  of  volumes  worn  out  and  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Intermediate  department,  6 

Circulating  department,  4,938 


4,944 


Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report,  and  not 

accounted  for: 
No  examination  of  the  ("irculating  department  was 

made  during  the  past  year. 

Intermediate  department,  3 

Number  of  volumes  regularly  charged,  but  lost  and  paid  for: 
Circulating  department,  19 

Number  of  volumes  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  20 


642 


684 

Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the  library : 

Intermediate  department,  5 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report : 

Circulating  department,  4 


6,482 


39 

4,986 

Net  increase  for  the  year,  1,496 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 

Green  library,  25,471 

Intermediate  department,  47,459 

Circulating  department,  62,861 


135,791 
Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  librar>%  137^287 
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Increa£ie  of  pamphlets  by  purchase : 

Intermediate  department,  3 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts : 

Intermediate  department,  262 


265 

Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  152 

Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room,  46 


198 
Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  349 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room,  19 


368 


CIRCULATION. 


Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  305 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open,  36.5 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  218,867 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  ust»,  *91,273 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  1,027 

(Circulating  department,  718;  reference  department,  309). 

Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  March  10,  2,414 

(Largest  in  circulating  department,  March  1,  1551; 
in  reference  department,  October  24,  1743). 

Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  July  15,  333 

(Smallest  in  circulating  department,  P^ebruarv  17, 
240;    in  reference  department,  July  15,  42). 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  4,944 

Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  12,374 

Number  of  volumes  bound,  7,960 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  3,956 
Total  number  of  names  registered   (a  new  registry 

made  November  1,  1889),  42,622 

SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  P.  M. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  4,067 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  7,743 

Total  number  of  persons,  11,810 


•  Of  this  number  20,488  show  use  of  portfolios  and  Tolomes  in  art  exhibitions. 


FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


21 


Average  number  of  persons, 

Largest  attendance,  February  9, 

Smallest  attendance,  August  31, 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  within  the  building, 

Average  number  of  volumes  used, 


223 

339 

111 

2,424 

4(5 


HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  room  is  open  from  9  A.  M.  to  9.30  P.  M. 

The  lower  room  from  8  A.  M.  to  9.3()  P.  M. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upp)er  room, 
.Vumber  of  persons  using  the  lower  room. 

Total  number. 
Average  number  of  persons, 
Largest  attendance,  February  22, 
Smallest  attendance,  July  4, 
Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference. 
Average  number  of  volumes  used, 


754 
932 


1,686 
241 
464 

96 
534 

76 


SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


(tIVKKA. 


Abbot  Public  Library,  hfarbleheady  Mans. 

Aberdeen,  Scotland,  "Public  liibrarv, 

Adams,  Charles  Francis,  Boston,  Mass. 

Aguilar  Free  Library,  Neiv  York  City, 

Allen,  Franklin,  New  York  City, 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Anti- vivisection  Societv,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

American  Art  Association,  New  York  City, 

American  Art  Galleries,  New  York  City, 

American  Hoard  of  (^Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 

Boston,  Mass. 
American  Institute  of  Instruction,  Boston,  Mass. 
American  Irish  Historical  Society,  Boston,  Mass, 
American  Library  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 
American  Mathematical  Society,  New  York  City, 
American  Park  and  Outdoor  Art  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 
American   Scenic   and    Historic    Preservation   Society,    New    York 

Citu, 
American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 
Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Anderson,  Asher,  Boston,  Mass. 
Andover  Theological  Seminary^  Andover,  Mass. 
Anonymous,  1  sheet, 

Appalachian  National  Park  Association^  AshviUe,  N.  C. 
Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  III. 
Associated  Charities  of  Boston, 
Baillies  Institution  Free  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Bain,  James,  Toronto,  Canada, 
Balch,  E.  S.,  Philadelphia    Pa. 
Balch,  Thomas  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bancroft  Memorial  Library,  Hopedale,  Mass. 
Barrow-in-Furness  Free  Public  Library, 
Bay  ley,  Frank  T.,  Denver,  Colorado, 

Berr^,  John  M.,  MUlbury,  Mass.  2  folded  sheets,  2  sheets, 

Bibhoteca  Nazionale  (^ntrale,  Florence,  Italy, 
Bigelow  I'^ree  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass. 
Birmingham,  England,  Free  Libraries  Committee, 
Blair,  Miss  Emma  E., 
Boston,    (^ity  Messenger, 

City  Registry  Department, 

Pauper  IiLstitutions  Tnistees, 

Public  Library, 

School  Committee, 

Statistics  Department, 
Boston  Athonjpuni,  Boston,  Mass. 
Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass. 
Boston  Transit  (-ommission,  Boston,  Mass. 
Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 


.     3 


1 

8 

1 

2 
I 
1 


2 
1 
1 
I 
1 
6 

1 
2 


1 

3 

1 

1 

4 
o 


1 
I 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 


1 
1 


1 
1 


3 

1 


1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

2 

12 

1 

2 


12 

11 
1 
1 
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6  folded  sheets,; 


G1VBR8. 


Bowditch,  Charles  P.,  Cambridge ^  Mass. 

Bowdoin  College,  Brun^xvicky  Me. 

Breeze  Publishing  Co.,  So-iUh  HarpaweUy  Me. 

Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Bridge/port^  Conn. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Ijibrary, 

Brookline  Public  Library,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Brooklyn  Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brown,  David  H.,  West  Medford,  Mass. 

Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Br>'n  Mawr  College,  Brifn  Mator,  Pa. 

Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bums,  Miss  Penelope, 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Cambridge  Univeraitv  Librarv,  Cambridge,  Eny. 

Canfield,  Miss  P.  W.*  S. 

Cardiff,  WcUes,  Free  Libraries  Committee, 

Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Carnegie  Library  of  Atlanta,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

Chad  wick,  John  W.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Chamberlain,  Daniel  H.,  West  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Chandler,  Alice  G.,  Lancaster,  Mass. 

Chase,  Charles  A. 

Chase,  Miss  S.  E. 

Chase,  Wilfrid  E.,  Madison,  Wis. 

Chicago   Board  of  Trade, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works, 

Municipal  Library  and  Bureau  of  Statistics, 

Public  Library, 

Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Co., 

Cincinnati  Public  Librar>'   Cincinnati^  O. 

Citizens  Committee  of  the  National  Capital  Celebration  Associa- 
tion, Washington,  D.  C. 

Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York  City, 

Clark  University, 

Cleveland,  Ohio,     Board  of  Education, 

Public  Library, 

Colby  College,  Waterville,  Me. 

Cole,  George  W.,  New  York  City, 

College  of  the  Holy  Cross, 

Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts,  Boston,  Mass. 

Columbia  University,  -Veu;  York  City, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  School  Library, 

Concord,  A^  H.,  Public  Library, 

Concord  Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass. 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 

('onnecticut.   Board  of  Education, 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
Public  Library  Committee, 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  F. 

Cotgreaves,  A.,  London,  Eng.  1  sheet, 

Crane  h  Co.,  Topeka,  Kansas, 

Crinunins,  John  D.,  New  York  City, 


s 
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1  engraving?, 


1  sheet. 


UlYBRS. 


Cummings,  Miss  Sarah, 

Damrell  &  ITpham,  Boston,  Mass. 

Dante  Society,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

D.  A.  R.  Colonel  Timothy  Bigelow  Chapter, 

Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Dayton,  Horace  H. 

Davton,  Ohio,  Public  Library  arid  Museum, 

Deborah  (>>ok  Sayles  Library,  Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Depew,  Chauncev  M.,  New  York  City, 

Detriot,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 

Dewey,  Mrs.  Melvil,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Dixon,  Anthony,  Leicester,  Mass. 

Dole,  Charles  F*.,  Jamacia  Plain,  Mass, 

Doubleday,  Page  «fe  Co.,  New  York  City, 

Drew  A  His  Company, 

Drexel    Institute  of   Art,  Science  and    Industry,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

Dundee  Free  Libraries  Committee,  Dundee,  Scotland, 

Earle,  Stephen  C. 

Eastern  Memorial  Training  Association,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  Public  Library, 

Eckler,  Peter,  New  York  City, 

EUis,  Myron,  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

Engler,  Dr.  E.  A. 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Eyanston,  III.,  Free  Pubfic  Library, 

Eyerett,  Dr.  O.  H. 

Fall  Riyer,  Mass.,  Public  Library', 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III. 

First  National  Bank,  Chicago,  III. 

Fitchburg,  City  Clerk, 

Public  Library, 
Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Fletcher  Free  Libmry,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass. 
Francis,  George  E. 

Friends'  Free  Library,  Oermantoum,  Pa. 
Fryer,  T.  T. 
Gelus,  Simon, 
General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  V.  Y. 
General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New  York  City, 
General  Theolof^ical  liibrary,  Boston,  Mass. 
Georgetown  Umyersity,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Gloyersyille  Free  Library,  Gloversville,  N.  K. 
G.  A.  R.  Department  of  Massachusetts,  Boston,  Mass. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich..  Public  Library, 
Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City, 
Green,  James, 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Green,  Samuel  S.,  1  photograph,  3  sheets,  9  folded  sheets, 

Greenwood,  Miss  Helen  E. 
Hackley  School,  Tarrytown-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 
Hall,  J.  Brainend, 
Hall,  Walter  S.,  Chicago,  III. 


1  sheet. 
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OlVERS. 


Hammond,  R.  T. 

Hart,  Jerome,  San  Fraricisco,  Cat. 
Hartford,  Conn.j  Board  of  Trade, 

Public  Library, 
Hartford   Steam  Boiler  Inspection  A  Insurance  Company, 

Hartford,  Conn. 
Hartford  Theological  Seminar>',  Hartford^  Conn. 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge^  Mass. 
Harvard  University  Library,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Harvard  University  Lawrence  Scientific  School,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Harvard   University  Museum  of  Comparative   Zoology, 

Camlyridge.y  Mass. 
Haverhill  Public  Library, 

Heginbottom  Free  Librar\',  AshUm-under-Lyne,  Eng. 
Hervey,  E.  William,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 
Higginson,  Col   Henry  L.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Highland  Military  Academy, 
Hills,  William  S.,  BoHon,  Mass. 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  O. 
Hoar,  George  F. 

Home  Market  Club,  Boston,  Mass. 
Hughitt.  Marvin,  Chicago,  lU. 
Hunt,  George  F.,  Warren,  Mass. 
Hyde,  James  H.,  New  York  City, 
Hyde  Park  Public  Library,  Hyde  Park,  Mass. 
Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Iowa  State  Library,  Des  Moines,  la. 
Ives,  James  E.,  Philadelvhia,  Pa. 
Jay,  William,  Katonah,  K.  Y . 
Jersey  City,  S.  J.,  F'ree  Public  Library, 
JohnOerar  Librarv,  Chicago,  III. 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baiiitnore,  Md. 
Jones,  Augustine,  Promdence,  R.  I. 
Kephart,  Horace,  St.  Jjouis,  Mo. 
King,  Sarah  L. 
Kiimiciitt,  Leonard  P. 
Knopf,  Ih-.  S.  A.,  New  York  City, 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library', 
Lauriat,  Charles  E.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass 
Laurence,  H.  C,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  Public  Librarv, 
Lawson,  Thomas  W.,  BosUm,  Mass. 
Leeds,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Leftingwell,  Albert,  Brooklyn,  \\  Y. 
lAMcester,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
1/eland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal. 
Leominster,  Mass.,  Public  Library-, 
Liverpool,  Eng.,  Public  Libraries,* 
London  Times,  1  folded  chart, 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library, 
Loubat,  Due  de,  Paris,  France, 
Lowell,  Mass.,  Board  of  Trade, 
Lowell  Textile  School,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
McClure,  Phillips  A  Co.,  Ne^o  York  City, 
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9 


OlVERfl. 


MacDonald,  Arthur,  Washington,  D,  C. 
MacDowell,  William  C,  New  York  City, 
MacMahon,  Joseph  H.,  New  York  City, 
Maiden,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  City  Library, 
Mar\'land  Geological  Survey,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Massachusetts,   Attorney  Cteneral, 

Board  of  Conmiissioners  of  Savings  Ranks, 

Board  of  Education, 

Board  of  Railroad  Gonunissioners, 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Highway  C/ommission, 

Insurance  C-ommissioner, 

Metropolitan  Wat<»r  and  Sewage  Board, 

Record  Commission, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

Stat«  Board  of  Agriculture, 

State  Board  of  Charity, 

State  Board  of  Insanity, 

State  Librar>', 

State  Nonnal  School,  Worcester,  Mass. 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Association  of  Women  Workers, 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Single  Tax  I^eague, 
Massachusetts  Total  Abstinence  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mathews,  Albert,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City, 
Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Milwaukee^  Wis.,  Public  Library, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Library', 
Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Mitchell  Librar>',  Glasgow,  Scotland, 

Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference,  Mohonk  Lake,  X   Y. 
Morison,  G.  S.,  New  York  City, 
Morse  Institute  Library,  Natick,  Mass. 
Mount  Holyoke  College,  Smith  Hadleij,  Mass. 
Murray,  T.  H.,  Boston^  Mass. 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  Springfield,  Mass. 
National  Consumers'  league,  Neio  York  City, 
Nautical  Preparatory  School,  Boston,  Mass. 
New  Bedforcl  Free  Public  Library, 

New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  1  folded  sheet. 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  fl.. 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  Free  Public  Library, 
New  Jersey  State  Library,  Trenton,  N.  J. 
New  York  Public  Library,  New  Y^trk  City, 
New  York  State  Charities  Aid  Association, 
New  York  State  Historical  Association,  New  York  City, 
New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
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Newcomb,  H.  T.,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Newton,  Mass.,  Free  Library, 

Noble,  John,  BosUmy  Mass. 

Norcross  Brothers  Co.,  7  sheet**. 

Northwestern  University,  Evansion^  III. 

Nova  Scotia,  Superintendent  of  Education,  Halifax,  N.  S. 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  O. 

Olszewski,  A.,  Chicago ,  III. 

Oxford  University  Gazette,  Oxford,  Eng. 

Paine,  Robert  T.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Parker,  William  T.,  Westborough,  Mass. 

Paul,  Kegan,  Trench,  Trllbner  <fe  Co.,  London,  Eng. 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass. 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass. 

Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  and  Ethnology,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Peace  Association  of  Friends,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pennsylvania  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Peoria,  ///.,  Public  Librar\', 

Perkins,  J.  W.,  Clifton,  Bristol,  Eng. 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Librar\', 
Philadelphia  City  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  H. 
Plvmouth,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Pratt,  R.  H.,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y. 
Princeton  University,  Princeton,  K.  J . 
Providence,  R.  /.,  Citv  Engineer, 

Public  Library, 
Providence  .\thenieum.  Providence,  R.  I. 
Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Putnam,  F.  W.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Putnam,  John  J. 
Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng. 
Redwood  Library  and  Athcniuum,  Newport,  R.  I. 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester^  N.  Y. 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Robbins,  Reginald  C,  Boston,  Mass. 
Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  Mass. 
Robins,  William  L.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Robinson,  Mrs.  J.  H. 

Robinson,  Mrs.  Sara  T.  D.,  Ixiwrence,  Kansas, 
Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Can. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  Free  Public  Library, 
St.  Louis  Public  Free  Library,  St.  Cmiis,  Mo. 
St.  Paul  Public  Library,  *S/.  Paul,  Minn. 
Salem,  Mass.,  Public  fiibrary, 
Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library-, 
Shute  Memorial  Library,  Everett,  Mass. 
Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City, 
Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass, 
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Smithsonian  Institution,  T)Vj«/ii/i<//on,  D.  C. 

Smyth,  G.  Hutchinson, 

Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Faith.  Baltimore,  Md. 

Society  for  the  Protection  of  Native  Plants. 

Soldiers  Home,  Chelsea,  A/a««. 

Somerville,  ^fa88.,  Public  Library, 

Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Massachusetts  Society, 

Southbridge,  Mass.,  Public  Librarv, 

Sprague,  Homer  B.,  East  Oraiige,  .V.  ./. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Librarv  Association, 

Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgitw,  Scotland, 

Sweven,  Godfrey, 

Sylvester  Publishing  Co.,  Reading,  Masa. 

Syracuse  Public  Librar>',  Sifraruse,  \.  Y. 

Tanaka,  L.,  Tokio,  Ja/xui, 

Tappan,  Miss  Eva  M. 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Telegram  Newspaper  Com|>any, 

Temporary  Home  and  Day  Nursery-  Society, 

Thayer,  John  R. 

Thomas,  Allen  C,  Haver  ford.  Pa. 

Tolman,  George,  Concora,  Mass. 

Toronto  Public  Librarj',  Toronto,  Canada, 

Tufts  College,  Medjord,  Mass. 

United  States,  Bureau  of  American  Republics, 

Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs, 

CiWl  Service  Commission, 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Department  of  Labor, 

Department  of  State, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Department  of  War, 

Geological  Survey, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Library  of  Congress, 

Supterintendent  of  Documents, 

Weather  Bureau, 
University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal. 
University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III. 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
University  of  Vermont,  Burlington,  Vt. 
University  of  Virginia,  Charlottes inlle,  Va. 
Uxbridge,  Mass.,  Public  Librarv, 
Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  A^  Y. 
Wachusett  Mountam  State  Reservation  Conunission, 
Ward,  John  A  Son,  New  York  City, 
Watertown,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Watson,  B.  F.,  New  York  City, 
Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass. 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn, 
Westborough  Public  Library^ 
Westminster,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 


4  leaflets, 


2  sheets, 


135  maps, 


1   map. 
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Wetherbeo,  ^frs.  Marv  J.  Woodward,  1 

Wheeler,  Dr.  Leonard,  i     1 

Willis,  Frank  D.,  St.  Paul,  Miim.  i  1 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del.  I 

Wilson,  Louis  N.  2 

Wisconsin  Academy  of  Science,  Art  and  letters,  Madison,  Wif^.  5 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis.  \     2 

Wobum,  Mass.,  Citv  Clerk,  5 

Public  Library,  1 

Woman's  Educational  Association,  Lancaster,  Mass.  3 

Worcester,  City  Clerk,  4 

English  High  School,  1 

Parks  Commission,  1 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  1 

Worce^t<»r  Art  Museum,  1 

Worcester  Associated  Charities,  I 

Worcester  County  I^aw  Library,  i  1 

Worcester  Coimtv  Musical  Association,  '     1      1 

Worcester  Employment  Society,  i 

Worcester  Insane  Hospital,  . 

Worcester  National  Bank, 

Worrcstcr  Polytechnic  Institute,  i 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institutt?,  (-lass  of  1902, 
WoHM^stor  Society  of  Antiquity,  2 

\  alo  University,  Xcw  Haven,  Conn.  3      1 

^'oniig.  .U/.v.s  L.  A.  1      1 

Zalecka,  Adrin 

('42  680 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMIHEE   ON  THE 


LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 

This  committee  was  formerly  more  active  than  it  is  at 
present.  With  a  trusted  librarian  many  duties  are  performed 
by  him  which  would  otherwise  have  to  be  attended  to  by  this 
committee. 

The  latter's  duties  have  mainly  consisted  in  the  examination 
and  approval  of  lists  of  books  presented  to  it  by  the  librarian. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  books  of  the  popular  portion 
of  the  library  was  dispensed  with  the  past  year  as  it  would  have 
caused  confusion  during  the  strenuous  closing  efforts  of  the 
administrative  officers  to  hurry  the  reclassification  and  re- 
cataloguing  of  the  books  of  the  circulating  department  to  a 
conclusion.  The  actual  losses  of  the  year,  therefore,  cannot  be 
given  with  perfect  accuracy.  The  next  examination,  however, 
will  show  the  exact  state  of  affairs. 

The  committee  congratulates  the  executive  officers  of  the 
library  upon  finishing  the  great  work  of  the  revision  and  com- 
pletion of  the  card  catalogues  and  the  reclassification  of  the 
books  in  the  circulating  department.  It  wishes  also  to  express 
its  gratification  that  means  have  been  granted  by  the  city  for 
providing  much  needed  shelving,  catalogue  cases  and  other 
appliances  called  for  by  an  effective  policy  in  the  management 
of  the  library. 
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The  committee  is  pleased  with  the  readiness,  politeness  and 
efficiency  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  library  and  believes 
that  they  have  served  the  public  to  the  best  of  their  ability 
and  with  general  acceptance. 

CHARLP:S  M.  THAYER, 
FRANK  B.  HALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 
WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 
JOHN  M.  RUSSELL, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING  ROOM. 


Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  30, 1902. 

To  Hon.  A.  S.  Pinkertoriy  President  of  the  Board  of  Directms  of 
the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for  last  year,  from  the 
reading-room  fund  and  the  city  funds,  was  152;  the  number 
donated,  was  46:  an  increase  in  the  former  over  the  figures 
of  1901,  of  4;  a  decrease  in  the  latter,  by  corresponding  com- 
parison, of  3.  The  number  of  magazines  subscribed  for,  from  the 
reading-room  fund  and  the  city  funds,  was  349,  a  decrease  of 
10,  as  compared  with  the  subscriptions  of  1901;  the  number 
donated  was  19,  a  decrease  of  9,  by  corresponding  comparison. 

The  Committee  on  the  Reading-room  is  grateful  for  the  gifts 
of  newspapers  and  magazines,  and  thanks  the  givers,  gladly 
appending  as  part  of  this  report  a  list  of  both  donors  and  dona- 
tions. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  great  benefits  that  have 
resulted  from  making  two  new,  well-lighted,  well-equipped  rooms 
out  of  one  old  dark  and  dingy  magazine  reading-room.  The 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  directors,  have  been  carefully  ob- 
served in  all  things  touching  the  conduct  of  the  newspaper-room, 
the  magazine-room,  and  the  ladies'  reading-room,  by  our  able 
librarian  and  his  faithful  assistants. 

FRANCIS  P.  McKEON, 
JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
,  .  Committee  on  the  Reading-room. 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Bridgeport  standard. 

New  Haven  evening  register. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 
♦American  ritizen,  American  Patriotic  Association. 

American  gas  light  journal,  G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 

♦American  homes,  Publishers. 

American  missionary,  American  Missionary  Association. 

Amerika  og  Norden,  Publishers. 

Amerikanische  Tumzeitung,  Publishers. 

Annals    of    the    propagation    of    the 

faith,  Publishers. 

Arbetaren,  Publishers. 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal,  Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Bulletin  of  the  National  Association 

Association. 

Publishers. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  Science  Society. 

Anonymous. 

Massachusetts  Agricultural  College. 

J.  R.  Thaver. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  editor. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 


of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
Chicago  hanker, 
Christian  register. 
Christian  science  journal, 
Christian  science  sentinel. 
College  signal. 
Congressional  record, 
Conservator, 

♦Cornell  nature-study  quarterly. 
Democrat  leader, 
♦Denver  evening  post, 
Deseret  evening  news. 
Draper's  record. 
Dry  goods  economist, 
Engineering, 
♦Everybody's  magazine, 
Evesham  journal, 
Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel, 
Gamla  och  nya  Hemlandet, 
Good  government, 
Good  roads  magazine, 
Haverhill  social  democrat, 
Home  missionary'. 
Ladies'  review, 
Lietuva, 
Literary  review, 
Locomotive, 

Locomotive  firemen's  magazine, 
Messenger, 
Missionary  herald, 


*  DiBCODtiDued. 
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^Montana  daily  record, 

Musical  times, 

Nya  Ostems  Weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  the   U.  S.   Patent 

Office, 
L*opinion  publique, 
♦Oread, 

Our  dumb  animals, 
Popular  mechanics, 
Portland  daily  press, 
PositiWst  review, 
Princeton  university  bulletin, 
Purple, 
Saint  Andrew's  Cross, 

Skandinavia, 

Sound  currency. 

Southern  field. 

Southern  workman. 

Student's  journal. 

Sunset, 

Svea, 

Tennessee  university  magazine, 

Toheki, 

Travel, 

Tuftonian, 

Tufts  weekly, 

Union  signal, 

Universalist  leader, 

Vestkusten, 

Worcester  daily  spy, 

Worcester  evening  gazette, 

Worcester  evening  post, 

Worcester  magazine. 

World's  Crisis, 

Yarmouth  t«legram. 


Publishers. 
Publishers. 
A.  Olofson. 

V.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Oread  Institute. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Maine  State  Press. 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 

Publishers. 

Holy  Cross  College. 

Chapter  67,   Brotherhood  of  St. 

drew. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfield. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers 

Kyoto  Imperial  University. 
Henr>'  S.  Lunn. 
Tufts  College. 
Tufts  College. 
Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 
Publishers. 
Yarmouth  Herald. 


An. 


*  Discontinued. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  Board  of  Directers  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Building  Committee  has  co-operated  with  the  librarian 
in  keeping  the  rooms  warm  and  well  lighted.  Some  of  the 
pipes  which  conduct  heated  air  have  been  covered,  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  the  temperature  in  rooms  where  heat  is 
not  needed  and  increasing  heat  where  it  is  wanted. 

The  changes  in  the  building  during  the  past  year  have  been 
important  and  of  great  advantage  to  the  interests  of  the  library. 
They  have  been  described,  however,  in  the  report  of  the  librarian 
and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  description  here. 

The  cost  for  coal  during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  year  has, 
of  course,  been  unexpectedly  large;  the  existing  state  of  affairs 
will  make  the  coal  bill  for  the  new  year  large. 

The  new  toilet  room  in  the  newspaper  reading-room  is  in 
process  of  construction. 

The  committee  is  very  grateful  to  the  city  government  for 
recent  generous  appropriations. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  they  did  not  cover 
the  entire  needs  of  the  library,  and  that  buildings  of  the  extent  of 
ours,  one  of  them  growing  old,  require  considerable  annual 
expenditures  to  keep  them  in  order. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
SANFORD  C.  KENDALL, 
F.  M.  HEATH, 

CofnmiUee  an  the  Building. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMIHEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  has  attended,  during  the  past 
year,  as  usual,  to  the  performance  of  the  duties  laid  upon  it 
by  the  rules  of  the  board  of  directors,  of  examining  and  ap- 
proving bills,  recording  bills  approved,  and  keeping  the  property 
of  the  library  properly  insured. 

It  also  submits  herewith  statements  relating  to  the  regular 
and  special  city  appropriations  and  the  expenditures  therefrom, 
and  to  the  Green  library,  reading-room,  librarian  and  Henry  W. 
Brown  funds,  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1902. 

The  amount  of  the  regular  city  appropriation  last  year  was 
$34,000;  the  amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund,  $5,790.- 
21;  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $1,988.19  (including  a 
balance  from  those  sources  from  previous  years);  balance  of 
last  year,  $10.99;  from  special  appropriations  for  changes  in 
building,  stack,  shelving  and  furniture,  $10,400:  total,  $52,189.- 
39. 

The  expenditures  were  $51,578.22,  leaving  a  balance  unex- 
pended of  $611.17. 

The  amount  of  the  Green  library  fund  is  now  $50,342.41. 
One-fourth  part  of  the  income,  $540.49,  has  been  added  to  it 
during  the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  will 
of  Dr.  Green.  The  wise  foresight  of  our  benefactor  becomes 
evident  when  we  compare  the  amount  of  the  original  bequest, 
$30,000,  with  the  amount  just  mentioned  as  the  principal  to-day 
of  the  Green  library  fund. 

The  city  treasurer  acts  as  treasurer  of  the  reading-room  fund 
and  of  the  other  funds  held  in  trust  for  the  Free  Public  Library. 
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His  report  respecting  the  management  of  the  reading-room 
fund  is  appended  to  this  report.  In  the  investment  account 
of  the  report  on  the  reading-room  fund,  it  will  be  noticed  that 
the  railroad  stocks  are  recorded  at  their  par  value.  This  is 
done  in  conformity  with  the  custom  obtaining  in  reports  on 
other  librarv  funds. 

The  amount  of  the  librarian  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 
be  added  to  the  principal  until  the  fimd  amounts  to  $20,000 
is  now  $5,438.83,  counting  thirty  shares  of  Central  National 
Bank  stock  at  par. 

During  the  year  1899-1900  a  bequest  of  $100  was  received 
from  the  executor  of  the  late  Reverend  Henry  W.  Brown. 
This  was  set  aside  by  the  Board  of  Directors  as  a  separate 
fund,  to  be  known  as  the  Henry  W.  Brown  fund.  The  amount  of 
the  fund  is  $108.18. 

All  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library,  reading-room,  librarian 
and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  in  the  hands  of  the  city  treasurer, 
have  been  examined  and  found  to  correspond  with  the  schedule, 
and  the  treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited  and  found  to  be 
correct.  The  committee  has  also  examined  and  approved  the 
account  of  the  librarian. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  been  very  much  gratified  by  the 
ready  response  of  the  city  government  to  its  application  thi» 
past  year  for  an  unusual  amount  of  money.  The  money  was 
very  much  needed  and  an  account  will  be  found  elsewhere  of  the 
pieces  of  work  and  furniture  for  which  it  was  spent. 

The  conmiittee  has  considered  carefully  the  estimates  of  the 
amounts  of  money  which  will  be  needed  by  the  library  the 
current  year.  As  the  library  grows  and  the  amount  of  work  to 
be  done  here  increases  with  the  growth  of  the  city  in  population, 
a  gradually  increasing  amount  of  money  is  required  to  meet 
necessary  expeases. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
M.  J.  WHITTAI.L, 

Committee  on  Finance. 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 

REGULAR  APPROPRIATION. 

Of  the  amount  called  "Regular  appropriation"  two  sums,  namely, 
$5,000  and  $5,400  were  given  for  special  purposes  although  no  restrictions 
were  placed  upon  their  use  by  the  votes  under  which  they  were  granted. 

Financial  Statement  for  tfie  year  ending  Nirvemher  30,  1902. 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  previous  year,  $10  99 

City  appropriation,  34,000  00 

Special  appropriations,  10,400  00 

Dog  money,  5,790  21 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.,  1,988  19 

EXPENDITURES. 

Binding, 

Printing  and  charging  slips, 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expres.sage,  postage, 

removing  ashes,  street  sprinkling  and  minor  running 

expenses, 
Covering  paper  and  stationery. 
Postal  cards  for  notices  to  delinquents. 
Cards  for  cataloguing, 
Ordinary  repairs,  furniture,  brushes,  etc., 
C^oal  and  wood. 
Electric  light. 
Gas, 
WaUT, 

Salaries  of  assistants. 
Salary  of  librarian. 
Wages  of  janitor,  watchman,  and  janitor's  work  done 

bv  the  hour, 
Sernce  bv  hour  and  elevator  bov. 
Cataloguing, 
Insurance, 
Reading-room, 
Delivery  stations, 
Moor,  catalogue  ca.ses,  etc.    (Besides  $500.49  spent 

for  coal,  and  $9.80  for  miscellaneous  expenditures. 

Balance  $611.17  carried  forward  to  next  year). 
Finding  lists, 
Books, 
Shelving, 

Balance  unexpended, 

$52,189  89 


$52,189  39 

$2,884  95 

220 

95 

540 

29 

225  07 

120 

00 

201 

55 

1,229 

60 

1,616 

60 

371 

10 

919 

40 

479 

16 

6,594 

09 

3,500  00 

2,191 

75 

5,423  02 

3,901 

30 

297 

54 

600 

(H) 

836 

35 

4,272 

51 

243 

36 

9,903 

60 

5,000  00 

$51,578  22 

611 

17 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  29,  1902. 
Income  for  the  year  ending  November  29,  1902,  is  as  follows: 
Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages, 
Dividends  on  bank  stock, 
Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits, 
Interest  on  bank  deposits, 


Of  this  income  there  has  been  added: 
To  the  fund  one-fourth  part,  viz., 
To  the  book  account  three-fourths  parts,  viz.. 


The    following    statements    show    the    condition    of    the 
investment  and  book  accounts  as  verified  by  the  books 
and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the  Citv  Treasurer: 


$955  63 

329 

00 

805  70 

11 

65 

$540  49 

1,621 

49 

$2,161  98 


$2,161  98 


Investment  Account. 


Notes  secured  by  mortgages. 
Bank  stock,  par  value. 
Savings  bank  deposits, 


1900-1. 
$22,500  00 
5,800  00 
21,772  83 


1901-2. 
$22,500  00 
5,800  00 
22,042  41 


Book  Account. 


Balance,  December  2,  1901, 
Three-fourths  annual  income  of  fimd, 
Interest  on  bank  deposits, 

Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year. 


$50,072  83         $50,342  41 

$1,097  49 

1,621  49 

12  95 


Balance,  November  29,  1902, 


$2,731  93 
1,142  88 

$1,589  05 


Recapitulation. 


Investment  balances. 
Cash  balances. 


Nov.  30,  1901.    Nov.  29,  1902. 

$50,072  83         $50,342  41 

1,097  49  1,589  05 


$51,170  32         $51,931  46 

F.  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 

November  29,  1902. 
Balance,  December  2,  1901,  $5,201  70 

Dividends,  saving  banks,  87  13 

Dividends,  Central  National  bank,  150  00 


ISk^*^"^ 
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Central  National  Bank  (30  shares),  $3,000  00 

Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  }  ,600  00 

Worcester  Five  Centu  Savings  Bank,  838  to 


$5,438  83 
F.  W.  WHITE, 

Tretuurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  HENRY  W.   BROWN  FUND. 

November  29,  1902. 
Balance,  December  2,  1901,  $104  02 

Dividends,  Savings  Bank,  4  16 


$108  18 
Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  $108  18 

F.  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING-ROOM  FUND. 

NovKMiiER  29,  1902. 
Cash  Account. 

Balance,  Decembrr  2,  1901, 
Worcester  Public  Library  Department, 
Dividends,  Norwich  »V  Worcester  R.  R.  sttM'k, 
Dividends,  Boston  <fc  Albany  R.  R.  stock. 
Interest,  Savings  Banks, 
Interest,  First  National  Bank, 


Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers, 

Balance,  November  29.  1902, 

Investment  Account. 

Savings  bank  deposits, 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock  (7  shares), 

Norwich  <fe  Worcester  R.  R.  stock  (11  shares), 


$266  85 

600  00 

88  00 

61  25 

295  20 

8  55 

$1,319  85 
622  79 

$697  06 

• 

$7,380  94 
700  00 

1,100  00 

$9,180  94 
FRED  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer. 

Worcester,  Dec.  18,  1902. 
Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  and  the  securities  in  the 
possession  of  the  treasurer. 

LYMAN  A.  ELY, 
Chairman  of  Finance  CommiUee. 
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Dec.  31. 

FRANK  B.  HALL,  ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON,  1904. 

MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL,  THOMAS  J.  BARRETT,  1906. 

SANFORD  C.  KENDALL,  FRANK  M.  HEATH,  1906. 

WILLIAM  T.  FORBES,  JOHN  M.  RUSSELL,  1907. 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE,  JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR,  1908. 

EDWARD  J.  McMAHON,  GEORGE  E.  WIRE,  1909. 


ORGANIZATION  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


PRESIDENT.  8ECBETABY. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON.  FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY. 

frank  b.  hall,  thomas  j.  barrett, 

William  t.  forbes,  Frederick  w.  vermille, 

george  e.  wire. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  READINQ-ROOM. 

JOHN  M.  RUSSELL,  MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 

JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BUILDING. 

SANFORD  C.  KENDALL,  FRANK  M.  HEATH, 

EDWARD  J.  McMAHON. 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON,  MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SAMUEL  a  GREEN. 

ASSISTANT    LIBRARIANS. 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG,  JESSIE  E.  TYLER. 

ASSISTANTS. 

HATTIE  J.  CHILDS.     AROLYN  L.  JOHNSON,     GRACE  W.  WOOD, 
ISABEL  A.  THAYER,  EDITH  M.  GATES. 

Four  Cataloguers.  Sixteen  attendants. 

Eight  Keepers  of  Delivery  Stations.  Eleven  Runners. 

A  Janitor,    a  Watchman    and  Four  Women. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF 
THE  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  the  HonorahU  M  alter  H.  Blodget,  Mayor,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

The  forty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Free 
Public  Library  is  herewith  respectfully  submitted,  and  in- 
cluded in  such  report  are  the  reports  of  the  several  standing 
committees  of  the  Board,  and  also  the  report  of  the  Librarian. 

The  attention  of  the  City  Government  is  directed  to  these 
reports,  as  they  contain  in  detail  a  history  of  the  library  work, 
and  of  its  present  condition,  financial  and  otherwise,  and 
clearly  demonstrate  the  magnitude  of  the  work  that  is  sought 
to  be  done,  and  mark  a  high  degree  of  success. 

By  the  decease  of  certain  beneficiaries  under  the  will  of  the 
late  Dr.  Green,  the  library  has  recently  received,  and  added  to 
the  Green  Library  Fund,  two  hundred  and  ten  dollars  in  mon- 
ey, and  a  further  sum  represented  by  eighteen  shares  of  Na- 
tional Bank  stock. 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  the  close  of  the  library 
year,  there  were  upon  the  library  shelves  142,637  volumes.  Of 
these  25,775  volumes  were  in  the  Green  Library,  52,484  in  the 
Intermediate  Department,  and  64,378  in  the  Circulating  De- 
partment. 574  papers  and  periodicals  are  now  received  and 
used  by  the  public  at  the  library. 

The  thanks  of  the  Directors  are  due  to  all  who  have  in  any 
way  during  the  past  year  contributed  gifts  of  books  and  other 
articles  to  the  Library,  and  to  the  many  persons  who  have  in 
different  ways  assisted  in  its  work  and  development. 

Our  patrons  have  during  the  past  year  called  for  and  used, 
either  at  home  or  within  the  building,  331,509  volumes. 

The  use  of  the  Library  has  steadily  increased  and  this  has 
been  especially  true  of  the  circulating  and  reference  depart- 
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ments.  Its  valiio  as  an  adjunct  to  tho  public  schools  is  em- 
phasized by  the  constantly  increasing  use  of  its  facilities  by 
school  children,  and  the  class  of  books  called  for  by  these 
young  students  has  been  almost  entirely  of  the  better  sort. 

The  children's  department,  established  a  few  years  ago,  and 
the  setting  apart  of  distinct  rooms  for  the  use  of  children, 
thus  creating  a  place  where  this  class  of  patrons  could  have 
comparatively  free  access  to  books  suitable  to  their  years, 
and  of  such  a  character  as  to  foster  in  them  a  desire  for  good, 
clean  reading,  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  No  depart- 
ment has  been  more  generously  patronized  than  this,  and  no 
one  department  is  showing  better  results.  Any  person  doubt- 
ing the  desirability  and  the  worth  of  such  an  adjunct  of  a  pub- 
lic library,  has  only  to  visit  this  institution,  especially  during 
the  later  hours  of  an  afternoon,  witness  the  array  of  children 
within  their  assigned  apartments,  the  eagerness  with  which 
they  read,  and  the  intelligence  they  display,  to  realize  how 
greatly  children  appreciate  their  privileges,  and  how  much 
actual  benefit  they  are  receiving.  There  is  a  constant  call  for 
new  books  in  this  department  and  their  acquisition  is  one  of 
the  things  to  which  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  is  di- 
rected. 

In  our  last  rei)ort  the  Directors  alluded  to  the  fact  that  they 
had  adopted  certain  plans  whereby  Sunday  schools  could  avail 
themselves  of  library  privileges,  and  seven  different  Sunday 
schools  have  taken  julvantage  of  the  opportunities  offered 
them. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  several  exhibits  of 
photographs  and  pictures  at  the  Library,  and  several  instruc- 
tive talks  on  books  have  been  given  there. 

In  a  growing  city  like  Worcester,  having  a  citizenship  noted 
for  its  mechanical  ingenuity  and  general  intelligence,  a  public 
library  has  an  ever  increasing  patronage,  and  in  this  commu- 
nity there  is  a  great  demand  for  books  upon  scientific  and  me- 
chanical subjects,  while  of  late  years  the  call  for  books  printed 
in  foreign  languages  has  increased.  As  far  as  it  has  been  pos- 
sible, within  the  means  placed  at  our  disposal,  the  Directors 
have  sought  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  library  users,  and  there 
is  now  on  our  shelves  a  v(M*y  fair  colh^ction  of  books  printed  in 
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foreign  languages,  designed  for  the  uses  of  adults,  who  can- 
not reasonably  be  expected  to  learn  a  new  literature,  but  we 
have  not  purchased,  and  it  has  not  been  the  policy  of  the 
Board  to  purchase  books  for  children  printed  in  any  other  lan- 
guage than  English. 

To  bo  valuable,  a  library  must  have  on  its  shelves  the  re- 
cords of  intelle<tual  development  in  whatever  field  of  work  it 
may  be  exhibited,  and  Worcester  people  expect  us  to  have  this. 

The  gi-eatest  problem  we  have  is  to  supply,  within  proper 
limitations,  the  constantly  increasing  demand  for  books. 

The  city  appropriation  of  last  year  did  not  enable  us  to 
make  the  purchases  that  seemed  necessary,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  patch  out  that  appropriation  by  transferring  books, 
once  purchased  with  money  appropriated  by  the  city,  from 
the  reference  department  to  the  Green  Library,  but  this 
policy  cannot  be  continued,  not  even  for  another  year,  for  the 
reason  that  all  books  that  can  well  be  transferred  have  been 
transferred,  and  under  the  conditions  of  the  gift  from  Dr. 
Green,  books  purchased  from  the  income  of  that  fund  and 
placed  in  the  Green  Library  cannot  be  taken  from  the  library 
building.  Therefore,  any  future  addition  of  books  to  the  cii*- 
culating  department  must  necessarily  be  purchased  from  the 
gen(»ral  appropriation  made  by  the  city,  and  it  is  the  earnest 
hope  of  the  Directors  that  the  City  Government  will  be  as  lib- 
eral as  i>os8ible  in  appropriations  for  this  specific  purpose,  in 
ord(»r  that  we  may  be  able  to  meet  the  not  unreasonable  re- 
quirements of  our  people,  that  this  library  should  be  thor- 
oughly and  well  equipped  for  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  de- 
sigued. 

The  appropriation  requested  by  the  Directors  for  library 
uses  is  based  upon  the  seemingly  absolute  needs  of  the  library, 
and  nothing  is  asked  for  that  is  not  believed  to  be  required. 

It  has  been  the  earnest  aim  of  the  Directors  to  administer 
the  affairs  of  the  library,  and  the  funds  placed  in  their  hands, 
economically.  It  has  been  the  custom  of  the  library  to  live 
within  its  income  and  it  has  done  so  during  the  past  year,  al- 
though the  Directors  have  been  obliged  to  adopt  the  transfer 
method  above  referred  to. 

In  every  jiublic  institution,  or  private  business  house,  there 
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are  certain  fixed  charges  that  must  be  met,  and  we  can  only 
devote  to  the  purchase  of  books  such  sums  as  may  be  left, 
from  the  appropriation,  after  these  fixed  charges  have  been 
paid.  No  doubt  the  City  Government  understands  this,  and 
we  sincerely  hope  that  we  shall  during  the  coming  year  have 
at  our  disposal  a  sufficient  sum,  not  only  to  pay  the  actual 
necessary  fixed  running  expenses  of  the  library,  but  to  enable 
us  to  purchase  a  proper  number  of  books,  and  to  make  such, 
and  in  some  instances  delayed,  repairs  and  improvements 
upon  the  building,  and  to  add  such  articles  to  its  equipment 
as  are  necessary  for  its  comfort  and  maintenance. 

The  Board  of  Directors  fully  appreciate  the  fact  that  Wor- 
cester is  a  growing  city,  and  also  the  difficulty  of  (equitably  and 
adequately  distributing  its  iH?venues  so  as  to  most  properly 
supply  its  varied  needs.  They  are  perfectly  content  to  do.  the 
work  assigned  them  within  any  appropriation  which  seems 
best  to  the  City  Government  to  provide,  but  we  invoke  for  the 
Library,  and  its  i*e(iuireuients,  the  careful  and  kindly  consider- 
ation of  those  charged  with  the  administration  of  our  city's 
affairs,  in  the  full  confidence  that  money  properly  and  intelli- 
gently spent  in  the  support  of  a  free  library  is  a  good  invest- 
m<»nt  both  now  and  for  the  future,  and  we  will  do  our  part  to 
make  that  investment  yield  satisfactory  returns. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTOX, 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  OF  THE  FREE 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


To  Honorable  Alfred  S.  Pinkertoiiy  President  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors. 

Following  is  the  forty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Librarian: 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  library,  the  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by 
readers  and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading 
rooms  and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record  such 
other  facts  regarding  the  past  year  as  it  is  our  custom  to  call 
attention  to. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  history  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  year,  has  been  the  increase  in  the  use  of  books  in  all 
its  departments.  This  increase  has  shown  itself  in  the  circu- 
lating and  reference  departments  and  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
dciys.  The  use  by  pupils  of  the  public  schools  and  other  chil- 
dren has  been  very  large. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  buy  books  enough,  and  it  has  only 
been  by  rigid  economy  that  we  have  been  able  to  buy  the  num- 
ber of  volumes  which  we  have  purchased.  In  fact,  we  have 
had  to  defer  doing  work  which  it  seems  reasonable  for  the  pub- 
lic to  ask  us  to  do,  so  great  has  the  demand  been  for  books. 
We  need  to  spend  a  considerable  sum  of  money  to  add  to  our 
collection  for  children. 

The  oflBcers  of  the  library  do  not  wish  to  urge  extravagance 
in  expenditure  on  the  City  Government. 

They  are  conscious  of  caring  for  their  trust  in  the  spirit  of 
the  strictest  economy.  They  invite  investigation  in  this  mat- 
t(T  and  feel  so  confident  of  the  results  of  examination  that 
they  are  ready  to  say  emphatically  that  the  more  thorough 
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the  examination  is,  the  more  sure  they  will  be  that  they  will 
be  blamed  for  parsimony  rather  than  extravagance. 

Worcester,  however,  has  taught  its  people,  through  its  gen- 
erosity in  the  past,  to  expect  various  and  great  privileges  in 
the  conduct  of  its  library. 

Of  course  it  would  require  a  comparatively  small  sum  of 
money  to  equip  and  conduct  the  library  in  the  meagre  man- 
ner of  many  cities  which  have  not  awakened  to  the  educational 
value  of  generously  administered  libraries.  It  is  not  con- 
tended that  a  well-stocked  and  administered  public  library  is 
inexpensive.  The  only  contention  here  is  that  admirable  re- 
sults follow  the  expenditure  of  money  and  that  not  only  ade- 
quate, but  very  large  returns  come  from  the  use  of  the  appro- 
priation made  by  the  city. 

Every  dollar  given  to  us  is  carefully  spent  and,  as  I  believe, 
in  the  exercise  of  wisdom,  business  ability  and  most  praise- 
worthy economy. 

Besides  using  great  economy  and  deferring  the  introduction 
of  certain  very  desirable  facilities,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
resort  to  another  source :  by  making  a  thorough  search  among 
the  books  of  the  reference  department  to  find  out  what  books 
bought  with  the  city  appropriation  in  past  years  could  be 
transferred  to  the  Green  Library  with  the  least  inconvenience 
to  citizens.  This  work  cannot  go  further,  however,  without 
putting  the  users  of  the  library  to  great  discomfort,  for,  it 
will  be  remembered,  it  is  a  condition  of  the  gift  and  bequest 
of  Dr.  Green  that  the  books  which  he  gave  the  city  and  the 
books  which  are  bought  from  the  income  of  the  Green  Library 
Fund  shall  not  be  taken  from  the  library  building.  Moreover, 
we  must  avoid  the  danger  of  spending  this  income  in  buying 
books  of  a  popular  character  and  thus  defeating  the  purpose 
of  the  giver  of  the  fund. 

While,  however,  the  condition  mentioned  makes  it  neces- 
sary that  a  considerable  sum  of  money  should  be  provided  in 
the  city  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  books  in  this  large 
and  growing  municipality,  it  is  evident  that,  administered  as 
our  library  is  on  the  plan  of  giving  a  most  unusual  amount  of 
aid  to  investigators,  books  which  cannot  be  taken  from  the 
building  may  be  made  of  the  highest  and  most  extended  use 
to  residents  in  Worcester  and  its  neighborhood. 
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The  use  within  the  bnildiDg  during  the  past  year  of  95,517 
Tolumes,  exclusive  of  the  use  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  is  ade- 
quate testimony  to  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  announce  that  during  the  year  an- 
other bequest  of  our  benefactor,  the  late  Dr.  John  Green,  the 
principal  founder  of  this  library,  has  become  available. 

Near  the  time  of  his  death,  Dr.  Green  added  two  codicils  to 
his  will,  bequeathing,  in  one  case,  thirty  and,  in  another, 
twenty  shares  of  bank  stock  to  the  Trustees  to  pay  over  the 
income  to  individual  beneficiaries  and  at  their  death  to  trans- 
fer the  principal  of  the  trust  funds  to  the  City  of  Worcester, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Thirty  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Central  National  Bank, 
Worcester,  were  transferred,  under  the  provisions  of  one  of 
the  codicils,  to  the  city,  a  few  years  ago,  and  now  stand  ujwn 
its  books  as  the  Librarian  Fund. 

Ijast  March  the  remaining  individual  beneficiary  under  an- 
other codicil  died,  and,  in  accordance  with  my  duty  (serving 
in  an  individual  capacity)  as  trustee,  I  am  now  passing  over 
to  the  city  seventeen  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Quinsigamond 
National  Bank,  Worcester,  one  share  of  the  stock  of  the  Ox- 
ford National  Bank,  Oxford,  and  a  book  of  the  Worcester 
County  Institution  for  Savings,  containing  a  deposit  of  |210, 
to  be  added  to  the  Green  Librarv  Fund,  which  was  left  bv  Dr. 
Green  to  the  city  in  his  last  will  and  testament. 

The  original  bequest  was  ^0,000.  By  a  wise  provision  in 
his  will,  a  quarter  of  the  income  has  been  added  yearly  to  the 
principal,  which  now  amounts  to  ^^50,959.89,  in  addition  to  the 
sum  by  which  it  is  to  be  increased  by  the  falling  in  of  the 
legacy  just  described. 

Building. 

Liberal  expenditures  have  been  made  during  the  last  few 
years  in  increasing  the  size  of  the  old  library  building,  in 
making  extensive  changes  in  that  building  and  in  equipping 
and  furnishing  rooms  in  both  buildings.  The  expenditures 
have  been  fully  justified  in  the  greatly  increased  comfort  of 
the  public,  by  the  added  privileges  which  we  have  been  en- 
abled to  provide  and  in  the  ability  gained  by  the  officers  of 
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the  library  to  serve  the  users  of  the  library  to  their  largely 
increased  satisfaction. 

Very  few  changes  had  been  made  in  the  building  for  many 
years  and  those  recently  made  had  become  very  necessary. 

The  great  improvements  needed  have  now  been  provided  and 
it  is  possible  for  us  to  spend  money  and  energies  in  other  di- 
rections. 

As  stated  in  the  last  report,  **a  commodious  and  properly 
equipped  toilet  room"  was  "being  constructed  in  a  lai'ge  recess 
of  the  reading  room  for  newspaper,''  at  the  time  the  report 
was  written.  This  has  been  occupied  for  several  months  and 
is  highly  appreciated  by  the  frequenters  of  the  reading  room. 

It  had  to  be  made  known  at  the  start,  however,  that  its  use 
must  be  confined  to  the  users  of  the  library.  Although  places 
of  this  kind  should  be  generally  accessible  in  a  city  of  the  size 
of  Worcester,  it  is  impossible  to  allow  the  noise,  confusion  and 
other  drawbacks  to  the  legitimate  use  of  library  rooms  which 
accompany  the  tramping  of  crowds  of  persons  and  their  use  of 
facilities  only  provided  for  a  particular  building. 

It  has  been  thought  best,  in  order  to  subject  the  users  of 
the  newspaper  reading  room  to  as  little  inconvenience  as  pos- 
sible, to  keep  a  male  attendant  in  that  i-oom  throughout  the 
day  and  evening.  It  will  be  our  aim  to  make  the  increased 
exx)en8e  as  light  as  possible  by  giving  th§  attendant  other 
work  to  do  that  is  now  done  bv  another  attendant. 

There  are  a  few  articles  of  furniture  still  wanted  in  the 
building.  These  will  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  City 
Government. 

Size  and  Use  of  Library. 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  library  142,637  volumes,  divided  among  the  dif- 
ferent departments  as  follows:  Green  Library,  25,775;  inter- 
mediate department,  52,484;  circulating  department,  64,378. 
These  tigures  show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  175  in  the 
Green  Library;  2,437  in  the  intermediate  department;  and  2,738 
in  the  circulating  department;  or  a  gain  of  5,350  in  all.  574 
papers  (in  place  of  566  in  the  previous  year)  and  other  peri- 
odicals are  now  taken  by  the  library. 


FREE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY.  11 

Three  hundred  thirty-one  thousand,  five  hundred  nine  vol- 
umes represent  the  home  and  reference  use  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  That  use  was  divided  as  follaw<s  :  home 
use,  232,584;  reference  use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sundays  and 
holidays),  95,517;  Sunday  use,  2,685;  holiday  use,  723. 

Of  the  volumes  given  out  in  the  circulating  department,  14,- 
822  were  taken  out  on  cards  which  are  given  to  teachers  and 
persons  engaged  in  advanced  studies.  Many  of  those  given 
to  teachers,  while  primarily  intended  for  their  own  benefit,  are 
used  very  largely  in  securing  books  for  the  use  of  children. 
11,264  of  the  books  given  out  in  the  circulating  department 
were  obtained  by  the  use  of  cards  which  teachers  use  exclu- 
sively for  the  benefit  of  pupils.  The  school  use  is,  of  course, 
not  nearly  the  whole  use  of  the  library  by  children,  for  in  ad- 
dition to  their  very  large  use  of  books  in  making  investiga- 
tions in  the  library  building,  great  numbers  use  their  parents' 
cards  in  getttng  l>ooks  to  take  home,  and  60,581  volumes  (an  in- 
crease of  19,435  over  the  large  numbers  of  previous  years)  were 
given  out  on  blue  cards,  which  are  given  to  children  under  fif- 
teen, whose  parents  or  teachers  desire  them  to  have  the  privi- 
lege of  taking  books  home.  It  is  interesting  to  observe  that 
while  there  has  been  an  enormous  use  by  children  of  books 
taken  out  on  individual  cards,  the  numbers  of  volumes  drawn 
by  teachers  to  be  used  by  pupils  under  their  supervision  has 
kept  up  remarkably  well.  In  fact,  large  numbers  of  the  books 
taken  out  by  children  on  individual  cards  are  used  in  doing 
work  laid  out  for  them  in  school. 

It  w^ould  be  interesting  for  any  of  our  citizens  to  visit  the 
children's  room  between  the  hours  of  four  and  six,  the  first  five 
days  of  the  week,  when  school  is  in  session,  to  see  the  very 
large  numbers  of  eager  yet  orderly  children  there  who  have 
come  for  books  to  take  home  or  who  are  reading  books  or  mag- 
azines at  the  tables.  There  is  a  crowd  of  children,  but  bv  the 
gentlest  means  they  are  kept  well  in  hand.  It  is  especially 
interesting  to  listen  to  the  names  of  the  children  as  they  are 
called  out  by  the  attendants.  Apparently  two  thirds  of  them 
are  of  foreign  origin  and  it  becomes  very  evident  that  in  the 
immense  use  of  books  in  the  English  language  (no  others  are 
provided   for  children)   our  population   is  being   made   more 
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bamogeDCOiis  iind  tbe  work  of  the  Bohools  in  making  good 
American  citizens  is  being  very  largely  supplemented. 

About  the  same  number  of  persons  used  tbe  reading  rooms 
on  Sundiiy  an  in  tbe  previous  year,  namely,  an  average  of  221. 
The  use  on  holidays  was  inci-eaaed,  tbe  average  attendance 
being  2i)0  instead  of  241. 

Medical  Library. 

The  librarian  of  tbe  Worcester  District  Medical  Society 
found  during  tbe  year  that  tbe  comparatively  unrestricted  nse 
of  the  library  which  lie  had  instructed  us  to  allow,  had  led  to 
abuses  and,  availing  himself  of  the  experience  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  formed,  in  consultation  with  me,  a  few  rales 
to  be  observed  in  tbe  use  of  the  library.  These  will  be  ex- 
plained to  any  one  wisliing  to  use  it,  and  it  will  be  found,  as 
bas  already  been  shown,  that  no  person  who  should  be  allowed 
to  use  a  library  of  this  kind  is  iucoiumoded  by  Ibeni. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that,  sinw  greater  freedom  has 
been  allowed  in  tbe  use  of  medical  books  l)y  the  society  owning 
them,  there  has  sprung  up  a  surprisingly  large  legitimate  use 
of  those  books.  It  is  evident  that,  in  ibelr  use  in  the  building 
and  through  permission  to  take  them  home,  many  doctors,  not 
memU''rs  of  tlie  society,  luedieal  studcntn.  nurses  and  ad^'anced 
students,  as  well  as  persons  intelligently  interested  in  the 
study  of  diseaiie,  have  derived  much  advantage,  and  that  much 
of  tbe  iufuruiatiou  aH'orded  them  will  result  in  benefits  to  tbe 
community. 

Delivery  Stations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  use  of  books  passing  through 
tbe  delivery  stations: 
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The  stations,  as  regards  the  number  of  books  circulated, 
stand  in  the  following  order:  Quinsigamond,  Greendale,  South 
Worcester,  I^ake  View,  New  Worcester,  Tatnuck,  Belmont 
Street,  Grafton  Square.  Quinsigamond,  as  usual,  stands 
easily  first,  and  is  largely  ahead  of  the  other  stations.  Green- 
dale  takes  the  place  of  South  Worcester,  which  becomes  third 
in  this  report.  I^ke  View,  Tatnuck  and  Belmont  Street  hold 
tlieir  places  of  last  year,  namely,  fourth,  sixth  and  seventh, 
respectively.  New  Worcester  rises  from  the  bottom,  the 
eighth  place,  to  the  fifth  place,  Grafton  Square  exchanges 
places  with  it  and  sinking  from  the  fifth  to  the  eighth  place. 
The  Quinsigamond  station  opened  the  largest  number  of  new 
accounts. 

The  stations  are  at  the  same  places  and  under  the  same  cus- 
todians as  last  year,  excepting  that  the  Belmont  Provision 
Company  has  changed  its  place  of  business  from  141)  to  158 
Belmont  Street. 

Sunday    Schools,   Etc. 

"Circulars,''  states  the  last  report,  **have  just  been  sent  out 
to  the  different  Sunday  schools  in  Worcester  inquiring 
whether  they  would  like  to  have  us  furnish  them  books.-*  We 
are  furnishing  books  to  the  following  Sunday  schools:  Bethel 
Church,  John  Street  Bajitist  Church,  J>efond  SwC'lisli  Con- 
gregational Church,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Church  of  the 
Martyrs  (Protestant  Armenian),  Grace  Church  and  the  Church 
of  the  Unity. 

We  also  supply  books  to  three  engine  houses.  Boys'  Club 
and  the  Highland  Military  Academy.  It  is  evident  that  the 
use  of  our  books  by  Sunday  schools,  and,  undoubtedly,  by 
other  organizations,  would  be  very  greatly  increased  if  we 
were  prepared  to  deliver  the  books  at  their  headquarters,  as 
we  send  books  to  the  eight  delivery  stations.  The  library  has 
only  been  willing,  however,  to  place  Sunday  schools  and  other 
bodies  on  the  same  footing  as  the  School  Department,  which 
itself  transports  to  the  public  schools  the  books  required  by 
the  schools  and  brings  them  back  to  the  library  building  when 
tliev  are  done  with. 
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Use  of  Pictures. 

Besides  the  every  day  use  of  pictorial  material,  the  follow- 
ing exhibitions  have  been  held :  The  exhibition  of  photographs 
of  RaphaeFs  paintings,  which  was  open  at  the  close  of 
the  pi'evious  year,  remained  open  fi-om  December  1  to  10, 
1902;  '*JjSi  Collection  Spitzer,''  illustrating  phases  of  art  in 
ancient  times,  the  middle  ages  and  the  period  of  the  Renais- 
sance, was  shown  February  1)  to  21,  1903;  an  exhibition,  for 
scholars  studying  American  history  in  the  grammai*  schools, 
of  L.  Pi-ang  &  Co/s  war  pictures,  Forbes'  **Life  Studies  of  the 
Army,''  and  Gardner's  "Photographic  Sketch  Book  of  the 
Rebellion,"  May  7  to  23;  one  liundred  views  of  American  parks 
and  specimens  of  New  England  colonial  architecture,  June  29 
to  July  18;  colonial  architecture  in  the  United  States,  Septem- 
bei*  28  to  October  10,  and  photographs  illustrating  the 
Venetian  school  of  i)ainting,  November  10  to  24. 

Cataloguing. 

The  library  has  been  using  the  past  year  cards  issued  by 
the  Congressional  Library  in  so  far  as  possible.  It  also  uses 
the  cards  issued  by  the  publication  section  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  It  is  our  purpose  to  economize  in  this 
department  as  much  as  possible  without  resorting  to  inferior 
work.  We  shall  try  in  future  to  have  an  accomplished  head 
and  to  use  Worcester  attendants,  trained  under  her,  for  the 
work  which  she  cannot  do. 

It  was  announced  in  the  last  report  that  a  printed  finding 
list  of  books  in  modern  foreign  languages  had  just  been 
issued  by  the  library.  This  was  not  distributed  at  once,  how- 
ever, as  invoices  of  books  were  soon  expected  which  it  was 
desirable  to  add  to  the  list.  As  soon  as  these  came  additional 
pages  were  printed  and  the  finding  list  was  distributed. 

A  finding  list  of  children's  books  haa  been  printed  and  dis- 
tributed during  the  year.  It  was  with  regret  that  we  gave  up 
the  purpose  to  issue  a  finding  list  for  fiction,  but  money  was 
so  much  needed  for  buying  books  that  we  could  not  carry  out 
the  plan. 
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Assistants. 

I  should  fail  in  my  duty,  and  in  the  expression  of  the  appre- 
ciation which  I  feel,  if  I  were  not  to  call  attention  to  the 
efficient  service  which  is  rendered  by  my  assistants.  Their 
conscientious  industry,  their  unabated  \\gor  and  long  experi- 
ence and  their  ability  and  enthusiasm  render  it  possible  to  do 
work  for  the  public  that  no  ordinary  assistants  could  aid  in 
doing.  The  spirit  of  these  assistants  pervades  the  institution 
and  stimulates  all  of  the  attendants  and  runners  to  do  faith- 
ful and  useful  service.  It  is  noticeable  that  nearly  the  whole 
corps  of  persons  employed  in  the  library  are  Worcester  resi- 
dents. Occasionally,  when  work  in  which  special  training  is 
required  is  to  be  provided  for,  an  assistant  has  to  be  secured 
from  out  of  town. 

Gifts. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  w^e  have  been 
indebted  the  past  year  is  appended  to  this  report.  We  are 
especially  grateful  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  citizens  of 
Worcester  by  other  libraries,  in  lending  us  books  for  their  use. 

Talks  About   Books. 

These  w^ere  continued  during  the  past  year.  December  5, 
Professor  Zelotes  Wood  Coombs  gave  a  talk  on  some  books 
in  the  Free  Public  Library  for  the  study  of  the  French  lan- 
guage and  literature.  He  had  the  books  before  him  and 
pointed  out  their  distinctive  features.  By  request,  Professor 
Coombs  repeated  his  talk. 

October  27,  the  librarian  gave  a  talk  upon  the  large  collec- 
tion of  books  which  the  library  owns  relating  ty  Worcester, 
England. 

Miscellaneous. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  examination  of  the  books  in  the 
library  was  not  made  last  year,  and  that  the  results  shown  in 
the  present  report  cover  a  period  of  two  years.  It  may  be  well 
to  state  that  the  Library  is  ready  to  let  8tudent8  who  need  to 
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bave  many  books  about  them,  and  who  wish  perfect  quiet, 
have  the  use  of  private  study  rooms.  It  has  been  our  custom 
to  furnish  these,  as  we  found  they  were  needed  for  thirty 
years.  The  new  building  was  so  planned  as  to  have  special 
rooms  for  this  purpose. 

A  pamphlet  has  been  issued  during  the  past  year  giving 
documents  and  the  revised  rules  and  regulations.  In  the 
tables  added  to  this  report  it  is  stated  that  the  total  number 
of  names  registered  in  the  circulating  dex>artmeut  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  signers  to  take  out  library  cai*ds  since 
November  1,  188S),  is  47,011.  The  number  of  live  accounts  is 
probably  20,000. 

Librarian's  Account. 

Following  is  my  account  for  the  money  received  for  tines, 
etc.,  proi>erly  vouched  by  the  Finance  Committee: 

GiTr  OF  WOUCESTBR. 

Frioe  Public  Library,  Dec.  1,  1903. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  iSamuel 
S.  (ir(»en,  librarian,  from  December  1,  100-,  the  date  of  the 
last  settlement,  and  tind  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  Librarian's  hands  Decem- 
ber 1,  1902, 
Received  for  lines, 
Received  for  copies  of  catalogues, 
Received  for  books  injured  and  lost, 
De[>osits, 

Discounts  on  lK)oks, 
Rebate  on  insurance. 
Miscellaneous  receipts, 


D(»posits  returned, 

Paid  Mr.  F.  W.  White,  city  titnisurer. 
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Balance  in  Librarian-s  hands  December  1, 

1903,  160  04 


f  1,233  31 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 

Finance  Committee. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

Municipal  appropriation, 
Income  from  invested  funds: — 

Green  Library  fund. 

Reading-room  fund, 

Librarian  fund, 

Henry  W.  Brown  fund, 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses. 

Receipts  from  fines. 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues. 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged  books. 

Sundry  receipts. 

Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: — 
Municipal  appropriation. 
Green  Library  fund. 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 
Reading-room  fund. 


BUILDING  ACCOUNT. 
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$33,000  00 
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17 
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2,993  87 

H7,088  39 

EXPENDITLTIES. 

BOOK    ACCOUNT. 

Books: 

Green  Library  fund,  $2,126  84 

City  appropriation,  7,114  50 


$9,241  34 


Periodicals: — 

City  appropriation,  $843  07 

Reading-room  fund,  1,341  50 


2,184  57 
Binding,  2,962  00 


Repairs  and  additions,  furniture  and  fixtures,                                     1,505  29 

Insurance,  262  70 

Fuel,  1,753  89 

Lights,  1,442  56 
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SALARY   ACCOUNT. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors), 
Cataloguing, 

SUPPLY  ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogues. 

Blanks  and  stationery  and  printing  report, 
Postage  and  revenue  stamps, 
Sundries: — 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.. 

Freight     (foreign    and    domestic),    expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,  etc.. 
Amount  added  of  income  of  the  Green  Library 

fund  to  the  principal  of  the  fund. 
Income  of  Librarian  fund,  added  to  principal. 
Income  of  Henry  W.  Brown  fund,  added  to  prin- 
cipal. 


18,227  65 

3,653  17 

367  10 

577  61 

277  99 

$554  91 

1 

407  77 

1,317  18 

846  04 

4  32 

3,130  22 

( 
< 

545,576  09 

Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1903: — 

Green  Library  fund,  $1,042  92 

Keading-room  fund,  309  19 

^loney  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,    160  04 
Balance  of  municipal  appropriation,  15 


ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department. 

1,512  30 

$47,088  39 

175 
1,067 
3,929 

Increase  of  volumes  bv  gifts: 

Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department, 

5,171 

647 
61 

Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals : 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department. 

706 

726 
38 

763 
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Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the  library: 

Intermediate  department. 
Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department, 

!N umber  of  volumes  worn  out  and  withdrawn  since  last  report: 
Intermediate  department,  2 

Circulating  department,  1,122 


Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report,  and  not  accounted  for: 
Intermediate  department,  2 

Circulating  department,  107 


109 


Number  of  volumes  regularly  charged,  but  lost  and  paid  for: 
Circulating  department,  15 

Number  of  volumes  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  51 


Net  increase  for  the  year, 
Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 
Green  Library, 
Intermediate  department. 
Circulating  department, 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library. 
Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 

Intermediate  department. 
Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Intermediate  department, 

Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Beading- room  fund  and  city  funds, 
Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room. 

Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Heading- room  fund  and  city  funds. 
Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room. 


2 
5 


6,649 


1,124 
5,525 


66 

• 

175 

5,350 

25,600 

50,047 

61,640 

137,287 

)rary. 

12 
322 

142,637 

334 

156 

m. 

46 

202 

353 

Q, 

19 

372 
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CmCULATIOX. 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  306 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open,  365 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  232,584 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  *95,517 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  1,072 

(Circulating  department,  760;  reference  department,  312). 
Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  January  16,  2,543 
(Largest  in  circulating  department,  November  21,  1752;  in  ref- 
erence department,  January  16,  1705). 
Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  July  24,  385 
(Smallest  in  circulating  department,  July  24,  311;  in  refer- 
ence department,  July  8,  39). 
Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  1,122 
Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  10,186 
Number  of  volumes  bound,  5,314 
Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  4,989 
Total  number  of  names  registered  (a  new  registry  made  Novem- 
ber 1,  1889),                                                              '  47,611 

SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  p.m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  3,899 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  7,618 

Total  number  of  persons,  11,517 

Average  number  of  persons,  221 

Largest  attendance,  March  1,  340 

Smallest  attendance,  July  12,  100 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  within  the  building,  2,685 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  51 

HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  room  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 

The  lower  room  from  8  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  930 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  818 

Total  number,                                             ^  1,748 

Average  nimiber  of  persons,  250 

Largest  attendance,  February  23,  600 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  111 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  723 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  103 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 
Librarian. 


*Ot  this  number  20,619  show  use  of  portfolios  in  art  exhibitions. 
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GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


GIVKKS.  S       o, 


^     B 

O        e> 

Abbott  Pablic  Library,  Marbleheadt  Mass.  1 

Adams,  Charles  T.,  New  York  City^  1 

Adriance  Memorial  Library,  Potighkeepsie,  N.  Y.  1 

Aguilar  Free  Library  Society,  New  York  City,  1 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  2 

American  Anti- vivisection  Society,  Fhiladelphiay  Pa,  1 

American  Art  Galleries,  New  York  City,  8     3 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  Boa- 

ion  J  Mass.  1     1 

American  Congregational  Association,  Boston,  Mass.  1     2 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  New  York  City,  1 

American  Library  Association,  Boston,  Mass.  1 

American  Mathematical  Society,  New  York  City, 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City  ,  24 

American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  New  York 

City,  1 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass.  2 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company  of  Massachusetts, 

Boston,  Mass. 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass.  1 

Anonymous.  1  photograph,  1  plate.      2     3 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  111.  1 

Associated  Charities  of  Boston,  Boston,  Mass.  1 

Atchison,  Topeka  and  Santa  F6  Railway,  Atchison,  Kan.  2 

Atwell,  Mrs.  S.  V.  1  folded  sheet. 

Balch,  T.  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Baldwin,  Simeon  E.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Bancroft  Memorial  Library.  Hopedale,  Mass. 
Barrow-in-Furness  Free  Public  Library, 
Barry,  P.  T.,  Chicago,  III. 

Bellows,  Mrs.  John,  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Eng.  8  sheets. 

Benson,  James  W.,  London,  Eng. 
Berkshire  Athenaaum  and  Museum,  PiUsfield,  Mass. 
Beveridge,  Albert  J.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Biblioteca  Nazionale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy,  13 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass. 
Birmingham,  England,  Free  Libraries  Committee, 
Blacker,  Francis  W. 

Blanchard,  F.  S.  &  Co.  1  sheet. 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  Eng. 

Boston,  Cemetery  Department,  4 

City  Messenger,  4 

Pauper  Institutions  Trustees,  1 

Public  Library,  4   13 

Registry  Department,  2 

School  Committee,  1 

Statistics  Department,  1     9 
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BoBton  Athenseam,  Bostorit  Mass. 

Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston^  Mass, 

Boston  Musical  Bureau,  Boston^  Ma^s, 

Boston  Port  and  Seamen's  Aid  Society,  Bostorij  Mass, 

Boston  Transit  Company,  Boston  Mass. 

Boston  University,  Bostoriy  Mass, 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bowditch,  Charles  P.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Brookline,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences.    Library,  Brooklyn, 

Brooklyn  Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  N,  Y. 

Brown  University,  Providence,  R,  I. 

Bryant,  H.  W.,  Portland,  Me. 

Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

Burlington,  loiva.  Free  Public  Library, 

Burrill,  Ellen  Mudge,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  mawr.  Pa. 

Caldwell,  Louise  W. ,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Cambridge  University  Library,  Cambridge,  Eng. 

Canfleld,  Mrs.  P.  S.  14  photographs, 

Canfleld,  Afw«  P.  W.  S. 

CardifT,  TVales,  Free  Libraries, 

Carmack,  E.  W.,  Memphis,  Tenn, 

Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

Carnegie  Institute  of  Washington,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Carnegie  Library  of  Atlanta,  Atlanta,  Oa. 

Carr,  Mrs.  H.  C,  New  York  City,  1  plate. 

Cathedral  Library  Association,  New  York  City, 

Catholic  University  of  America,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Century  Association,  New  York  City, 

Chamberlain,  Alexander  F. 

Chamberlin,  Henry  Harmon, 

Channing,  Walter,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Chase,  Charles  A. 

Chicago  Department  of  Finance, 

Municipal  Library  and  Bureau  of  Statistics, 

Public  Library, 
Church  Library  Association.  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Clark,  Arthur  H.  Co.,  Cleveland,  O. 
Clarke,  Miss  Harriet  E. 
Cleveland.  Ohio,  Public  Library, 
Cobb,  Natnan  A.,  Sydney,  Australia, 
Colby  College,  Waterville,  Me. 
Cole,  George  Watson,  New  York  City, 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  Worcester^  Mass. 


to 
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Colombia  University.  New  York  City^ 

OolambuB,  OhiOj  Pablio  School  Library, 

Concord,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Concord,  N,  H. ,  Public  Library, 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  Boaton,  Maaa. 

Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

Connecticut,  Board  of  Education, 

Public  Library, 
Connecticut  A^cultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven^Conn, 
Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Hartford^  Conn. 
Cook,  Thomas  &  Sons,  New  York  Gity, 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca^  N.  Y. 
Cowles,  Mrs.  I^ourney  T. 

Cunninghami,  Henry  W.,  Boston^  Mass.  1  plate. 

Dall.  Mrs,  Caroline  Healey,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dante  Socie^,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H. 
D.  A.  R.  Colonel  Timothy  Bigelow  Chapter, 
Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Dayton,  Ohio,  Public  Library  and  Museum, 
Dehison  House,  Boston,  Mass. 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 

Direct  Legislation  Record,  Publishers  of,  Newark,  N.  J, 
Dodd,  Mead  and  Company,  New  York  City, 
Drew  Allis  Company, 

Drew  Theological' Seminary  Library,  Madison,  N.  J. 
Eau  Claire,  Wis. ,  Public  Library, 
Earle,  Mrs.  Alice  Morse.  Brooklyn,  N  Y. 
Edgar,  Timothy  Bloomneld,  fift.  Louis,  Mo. 
Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Erie,  Pa.,  Public  Library^ 
Evanston,  III.,  Free  Pubhc  Library, 
Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Felt,  Charles  Wilson,  Northborough,  Mass. 
Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III. 
Fisher,  Milton  M.,  Medway,  Mass. 
Fitchburg,  City  Clerk, 

Public  Library, 
Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass. 
Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt. 
Forbes,  Mrs.  Harriet  Merrifield, 
Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass, 
Foster,  Louis  v.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Francis,  George  E, 
Freri,  Rev.  J.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Friends'  Free  Library,  Germantovm,  Pa. 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen.  New  York  City, 
General  Theological  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 
Gilman,  3fr8.  Bradley,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 
Green,  Andrew  H.,  New  York  City. 
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o    a 

O       eS 


Green,  James, 

Green,  Samuel  S.,  2  newspaper  clippinis^,  4  folded  sheets,  9 

sheets, 
Gregff  Genealogical  Company,  St.  Louis,  Mo, 
Hackley  School^  Tarrytown,  N,  Y. 
Hammond,  Benjamin  T. 
Harper  &  Brothers,  New  York  City, 
Hartford,  Conn,,  Board  of  Trade, 

Pablio  Library, 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company, 

Hartford,  Conn, 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford,  Conn, 
Harvard  University, 

Library, 

Museum  of  Comparative  Zoolog^*^, 
Haverhill  Public  Library,  Haverhill,  Mass. 
Hawaii  Board  of  Trade,  Honolulu,  Hawaii, 
Heginbottom  Free  Library,  Aahton-under-Lyne,  Eng, 
Herrmann.  Oscar,  New  York  City, 
Hewett,  Alfred,  Tbronfo,  Canada, 
Highland  Military  Academy, 

Hiu,  Miss  Frances  A.,  Boston,  Mass,  7  engravings. ' 

Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  O, 
Hoar,  George  F. 

Home  Market  Club,  Boston,  Mass, 
Hoskier,  H.  C. 

Hyde  Park  Public  Library,  Hyde  Park,  Mass, 
Illinois  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Hevolution, 

Chicaao,  III, 
Imperial  Library  of  Japan,  Tokyo,  Japan, 
Inaianapolis,  Ind  ,  Public  Library,  1  folded  sheet. 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Institute  of  Civil  Engineers,  London,  Eng. 
International  Society  of  Arboriculture,  Chicago,  III, 
Ipswich  Historical  Society.  Ipswich,  Mass, 
Jersey  City,  N,  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  III, 
Johns  Hopkins  University.  Baltimore,  Md, 
Johnson,  Columbus  O. ,  New  York  City, 
Kent,  Daniel, 

Kimberlev  Public  Library,  Kimberley,  S.  A, 
Kohler,  Charles,  Savannah,  Ga, 
Kyoto  imperial  University  Library,  Kyoto,  Japan, 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library, 
Lawrence,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 
Leeds,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Letch  worth,  William  P.,  Portage,  N.  Y, 
Lexington  Historical  Society,  Itcxington,  Mass. 
Library  Association,  London,  Eng, 
Lincoln,  Waldo, 

Lippincott,  J.  B.  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Liverpool,  Eng.,  Public  Libraries, 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library, 
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Loubat,  J.  F.,  Due  de  Paris,  France, 

Lowell  City  Library,  Lowell,  Mass, 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Pablic  Library, 

Madison,  Wis.,  Free  Library, 

Maiden,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Free  Reference  Library, 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  City  Library, 

Manning  Brothers,  Boston,  Mass. 

Maryland  Geolo^cal  Survey,  Baltimore,  Md, 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Massachusetts,  Attorney  General, 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  Savings  Banks, 

Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners, 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Free  Public  Library  Commission, 

Highway  Commission, 

Insurance  Commissioner, 

Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewage  Board, 

Record  Commission, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

Sergeant-at-Arms, 

State  Board  of  Agriculture, 

State  Board  of  Charities, 

State  Board  of  Insanity, 

State  Federation  of  Women^s  Clubs, 

State  Library, 

State  Normal  School,  Worcester, 

Trustees  of  Public  Reservations, 

Massachusetts  Agricultural  College.  Amherst,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology.  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Single  Tax  League,  Boston,  Mass. 

Massachusetts  Total  Abstinence  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Melrose.  Mass.,  Public  Library. 

Mendennall,  C  E  ,  Madison,  Wis. 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City, 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Merchants'  Association,  New  York  City, 

Michigan,  State  Board  of  Health, 
State  Geological  Survey, 
State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library, 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Board  of  Park  Commissioners, 

Public  Library, 

Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference,  Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y. 

Montreal  Business  Men's  League,  Montreal,  Can. 

Morison,  George  S.,  New  York  City, 

Morse,  Miss  Frances  C. 

Morse  Institute  Library,  Natick,  Mass. 

Moses,  Adolph,  Chicago,  III. 

Mount  Holvoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass. 

•Murphy.  Thomas  E. 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  NewYork  City, 
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National  Sound  Money  League,  New  York  City, 

Nebraska  Pablio  Library  Commission,  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 

New  England  Anti- Vivisection  Society,  Boston,  Mass, 

New  England  Oatholic  Historical  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

New  England  Ootton  Manufacturers'  Association,  Boston,  Maaa. 

New  Hampshire  Library  Commission,  Concord,  N,  H. 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H. 

New  York  City,  Board  of  Education, 

Department  of  Parks, 
Public  Library, 

New  York  State,  Board  of  Charities, 

State  Charities  Aid  Association, 
State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

New  York  Farmers'  Society,  New  York  City, 

Newark,  N  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Newburyport,  Mass,,  Public  Library, 

Newton.  Mass.,  Free  Library, 

Nutshell  Publishing  Co.,  New  York  City, 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  O, 

O'Flynn,  Richard, 

Olszewski,  A.,  C/itcaoo, /l^ 

O'Reilly,  James  T.,  Lawrence,  Mass. 

Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Ottawa  Literary  and  Scientific  Society,  Ottawa,  Canada, 

Paine,  Nathaniel, 

Palmer,  H.  R.,  New  York  City, 

Parker,  William  Thornton,  Northampton,  Mass, 

Paterson,  N,  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Paul,  Kegan,  Trench,  Triibner  &  Co.,  London,  Eng, 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass. 

Peabodv  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass. 

Pennsylvania   Museum,    School  of   Industrial    Art,    Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Pennsylvania  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Phila.,  Pa. 

Peoria,  III.,  Public  Library, 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Perry,  Joseph  H. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Philadelphia  City  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  H. 

Physicians  Book  Publishing  Company,  New  York  City, 

Plymouth,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Potter,  Elmer  C. 

Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J. 

Providence,  R.  L,  City  Engineer, 

City  Messenger, 
Public  Library, 

Providence  Athenseum,  Providence,  R.  1. 

Public  Ledger,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Putnam,  Harrington,  New  York  CUy,  1  newspaper. 
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Putnam,  Helen  0.,  Providence^  R.  L 

Quaritch,  Bernard,  London.  Eng. 

Quincy,  111,.  Free  Public  Library, 

Randolph,  Louis  V.  F.,  Ptoin/lcW,  N.  J, 

Redwood  Library  and  AthensBum,  Newport^  R.  I. 

Reeve,  J.  C.  Dayton,  O. 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester.  N.  Y. 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  Providence,  R,  I. 

Rice,  Franklin  P. 

Richards,  Lysander  S.,  Marshfield  Hills,  Mass. 

Robbins  Library,  Arlington,  Mass. 

Robins,  William  L.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Roebling,  Mrs.  Washington  A..  Trenton,  N.  J. 
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Ruggles,  Henry  S.,  Wakefield,  Mass. 

St.  Joseph,  Afo.,  Free  Public  Library, 

St  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Public  Library, 

Schur,  William,  CTiicaoo.  III. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library, 

Shaw,  Joseph  A. 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waierhury,  Conn. 

Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City, 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Massachusetts  Society, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Southbridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Sprague,  Homer  B.,  Newton,  Mass. 
Springfield,  Mass. ,  City  Library  Association, 
Stanford  University  Library,  Palo  AUo,  Cal. 
Stearns,  FVank  P. ,  Arlington  Heights,  Mass. 
Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Syracuse  Public  Library,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Tanaka,  I.,  Tokyo,  Japan, 
Tappan,  Miss  Eva  M. 
Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Temporary  Home  and  Day  Nursery, 
Terwilliger,  Miss  M.  S. 
Thayer,  John  E.,  Lancaster,  Mass. 
Thayer,  John  R. 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Quincy,  Mass. 
Toronto  Public  Libra^.  Toronto,  Canada, 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  State  Liorary, 
Tufts  College,  Tufts  College,  Mass. 
Tufts  College,  Weymouth,  Mass. 
United  States,  Bureau  of  Education, 

Civil  Service  Commission, 

Department  of  Agriculture,  1  sheet. 
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United  States,  Department  of  Labor, 

Department  of  State, 
Department  of  War, 

Department  of  the  Interior,  61  maps,  j 

Department  of  the  Navy,  |    1 

Department  of  the  Treasury,  \    3 

Geological  Survey,  122  maps, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  3 

Library  of  Congress,  6'    8 

Military  Academy,  West  Pointy  N.  Y.  :    3 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  224 137 

Universalist  Publishing  House,  Boston,  Mass.  1| 

University  of  California,  Bcrfcctey*  Cal,  2; 

University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III.  1- 

University  of  Colorado,  Boulder,  CoL  i\ 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,  1; 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  l! 

University  of  Vermont,  Burlington,  Vt,  I    1 

University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  Va.  1 

Uxbridge,  Mass.,  Public  Libraiy, 

Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y,  .1 

Vose,  Robert  C,  Boston,  Mass.  :    1 

Waites,  Alfred,  i 

Washburn,  Charles  G.  II 

Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  \    1 

Watertown,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Welcker,  Adair,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

W611esley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass. 

Welsh,  Herbert,  PhUadelphiay  Pa. 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn. 

Westborough  Public  Library,  Westborough,  Mass. 

Westminster,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 

Wheeler,  Everett  P.,  New  York  City, 

Whitman,  William,  Boston,  Mass. 

Williams  College,  IVilliamstown,  Mass.  3 

Wilmington  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Wilson,  Butler  R  ,  Boston,  Mass. 

Wilson,  Louis  N.  1 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis.  1 

Woburn,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Woman's  Educational  Association,  Lancaster,  Mass. 

Worcester,  City  Clerk, 

City  Missionary  Society, 
First  Baptist  Church, 
Parks  Commission, 

Worcester  Academy, 

Worcester  Art  Museum, 

Worcester  Associated  Charities, 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade, 

Worcester  Children's  Friend  Society, 

Worcester  County  Law  Library, 

Worcester  County  Musical  Association, 

Worcester  Employment  Society, 
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Worcester  Insane  Hospital, 
Worcester  National  Bank, 
Worcester  Natural  History  Society, 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Worcester  Reading  Club,  London,  Eng, 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 
Yale  University ^cti?  Haven,  Conn. 
Yeatman,  John  F.,  Darley  DalCy  Eng. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  rule  of  the  Board  applicable  to  the  duties  of  thi«  Com- 
mittee reads  as  follows:  "The  Committee  on  the  Library  shall, 
subject  to  such  votes  and  appropriations  as  the  Board  may 
make,  attend  to  the  purchase  and  preservation  of  the  books 
and  other  property  of  the  library.  It  shall  cause  an  annual 
examination  of  the  library  to  be  made,  and  report  its  condi- 
tion to  the  Board.  It  shall  make  necessary  regulations  for 
the  use  of  the  library,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Directors.'' 

The  Committee  has  attended  to  all  these  duties,  but  has  not 
undertaken  to  perform  them  itself.  It  has  delegated  their 
performance  to  the  Librarian  and  his  aijisistauts,  and  has  only 
exercised  supervision  over  the  work  This  is  all  that  is  pracii- 
cable  in  so  large  an  institution  as  ours. 

For  detailed  statements  regarding  the  purchase  of  hooks 
and  other  pi'operty  and  of  their  care,  reference  is  made  to  the 
report  of  the  Librarian.  The  results  of  the  examination  of 
the  library  are  given  in  the  tables  appended  to  the  same  re- 
port. As  stated  in  the  last  report,  no  examination  was  made 
during  the  year  covered  by  that  report.  So  the  examinat  ion 
just  made  shows  the  changes  of  two  years. 

The  Committee  attended  to  the  revision  of  the  regulations 
for  the  conduct  of  the  libi-ary  needed  for  the  new  edition  of 
the  Rules,  Regulations  and  Documents  issued  during  the  i)ast 
year. 

The  Committee  believes  the  librarv  to  be  in  excellent  condi- 
tior  and  admirably  managed.  It  hopes  that  the  City  OoveiJi- 
m(»nt  will  be  able  to  make  a  generous  appropriation  for  buy- 
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ing  books,  and  reminds  it  that  in  periods  of  business  depres- 
sion the  use  of  the  library  increases  largely  and  its  needs  ne- 
cessarily enlarge. 

CHARLES  M.  THAYER, 
FRANK  B.  HALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 
WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 
JOHN  M.  RUSSELL, 

Committee  on  the  Library, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING  ROOM. 


Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  129,  1903. 

To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  DirvctorH  of  tha  Free  Puhlic 
Library. 

The  Committee  on  the  Heading  Room,  to  whom  lias  been  in- 
trusted the  care  of  the  newspaper  room,  the  magazine  room, 
and  the  ladies*  reading  room,  respectfully  reports  that  it  has 
endeavored  to  administer  its  trust  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  Committee  have  been  held  through- 
out the  year,  at  which  ways  and  means  have  becni  dlscupsed  and 

devised  for  extending  the  privileges  and  increasing  the  useful- 
ness of  the  department. 

It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  an  increasing  use  of  the 
reading  rooms  is  noted,  indicating  on  the  part  of  the  public 
an  appreciation  of  the  facilities  atforded  them  of  keeping  in 
touch  with  the  current  news  and  literature  of  the  world. 

During  the  past  year  156  newspapers  were  subscribed  for 
from  the  reading  room  and  the  city  funds;  the  number  donated 
was  46;  total,  202;  an  increase  for  the  3  ear  of  4. 

The  number  of  magazines  subscribed  for  from  reading 
room  and  city  funds  was  353,  the  number  donated  19;  total, 
372,  an  increase  for  the  year  of  4. 

A  full  list  of  newspapers  and  magazines  subscribed  for,  and 
those  contributed,  with  the  names  of  donors,  will  be  found 
in  the  appendix  to  this  report.  Further  information  relating 
to  this  department  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Librarian. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  Committee  extends 
3 
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hearty  thanks  to  the  donors  of  newspapers  and  magazines,  and 
acknowledges  the  zeal  and  faithfulness  with  which  the  Li- 
brarian and  his  assistants  have  performed  their  duties. 

JOHN  E.  LYNCH, 
M.  J.   WHITTALL, 
FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 

Committee  on  the  Reading  Room, 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  156 

Number  of  newspa(>ers  given  to  tlie  reading  room,  40 


e 


202 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  353 

Number  of  magtizines  given  to  tlie  rending  room,  19 


372 


PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Hameiitz.  Suule. 

Morning  telegraph.  Sport s^k  of  the  times. 

8a1em  register. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 

American  gas  light  journal,  G.  \\,  Dresser,  editor. 

American  missionary,  American  Missionary  Association. 

American  museum  journal.  American  Museum  of  Natural  History. 

Amerika,  Publishers. 

Amerikanische  Turnzeiluug,  l^ublishers. 

Annals    of    the   propagation   of    the 

faith,  Publisliers. 

Arbetaren,  Publishers. 

Berro\v*s  Worcester  Journal,  Charles  H.  Birbeck. 
Bulletin  of   the  National   Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers,  Association. 

Chicago  banker,  Publishers. 

Christian  register,  American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  science  journal,  Cliristian  Science  Society. 

Christian  science  sentinel,  First  Church  of  Christian  Scientists. 

Congressional  record,  J.  R.  Thayer. 

Conservator,  Publishers. 
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Democrat  leader, 

Deseret  evening  news. 

Direct  legislation  record. 

Draper's  record, 

Dry  goods  economist, 

Engineering, 

Evesham  journal, 

Fltchburg  weekly  sentinel, 

•Franklin  county  forum, 

Gamla  och  nya  Hemlandet, 

Good  government, 

*Good  roads  magazine, 

Hartford  seminary  record, 

*Uaverhill  social  democrat, 

Home  missionary. 

Ladies'  review, 

Ldetuva, 

•Literary  review, 

Locomotive, 

Locomotive  firemen's  magazine. 

Messenger, 

SiGsffionary  herald. 

Musical  times, 

Nya  Osterns  Weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 

Office, 
L'opinion  publique. 
Our  dumb  animals. 
Popular  mechanics, 
Portland  daily   press,   Saturday  edi 

tion, 
PositiWst  review, 
Princeton  university  bulletin. 
Purple, 

Red  man  and  helper, 
Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Skandinavia, 

Sound  currency, 

•Southern  field. 

Southern  workman, 

Student's  journal. 

Sunset, 

Tennessee  university  magazine, 

rroheki, 

Travel, 


Publishers. 

Publishers. 

John  M.  Berry. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Sentinel  Printing  Co. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  editor. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

A.  Olofson. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Maine  State  Press. 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 

Publishers. 

Holy  Cross  College. 

Publishers. 

Chapter  67,  Brotherhood  of    St. 

.    drew. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers*. 

Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfield. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Kyoto  lmi>erial  University. 

Henry  S.  Lunn. 


An- 
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Tiiftonian, 
Tufts  weekly. 
Union  signal, 
Universali&t  leader, 
Vestkusten, 
Worcester  daily  spy, 
Worcester  daily  telegram, 
Worcester  evening  gazette, 
Worcester  evening  post, 
Worcester  magazine. 
World's  crisis,' 
Yarmouth  telegram, 

^Discontinued. 


Tufts  College. 

Tufts  College. 

AnonvmouB. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 

Publishers. 

Yarmouth  Herald. 


PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 


A  B  C  pathfinder  railway  guide, 

Academy  and  literature. 

Advocate  of  peace, 

Albany  evening  journal, 

Allgemeine  Forst-und  Jagd-Zeitung, 

AUgemeine  Zeitung, 

Amr  t  eur  photographer, 

Amateur  work, 

American  amateur  photographer. 

American  anthropologitft, 

American  antiquarian, 

American  nrfhitect  and  buildiu<r 
nt'ws, 

American  author, 

American  botanist. 

American  Catholic  <iuartorly  re- 
view, 

American  chemical  journal, 

American  electrician, 

American  engineer  and  railroad 
journal, 

American  geographical  society. 
Bulletin, 

American  historical   magazine, 

American  historical  review, 

American  homes, 

American  institute  of  electrical 
engineers.    Transactions, 

.American  journal  of  archjfiolotfv, 

American  journal   of   mathema'tics, 

American  journal  of  numismatics. 

American  journal  of  philology, 

American  journal  of  psychology, 

American  journal  of  science, 

American  journal  of  Semitic  lan- 
guages and  literature, 

American  journal  of  sociology. 


American  j<mrna1  of  thct)logy. 

American  law  review, 

American  machinist, 

American      mathematical      society. 

Bulletin, 
American      mathematical      society. 

Transactions, 
American  naturalist, 
Americiin  «irnitholopy. 
American  society  of  civil  engineers. 

Proceedings, 
American  stationer, 
American      statistical      association. 

Publications. 
Analvst, 

Annals  of  mathematics, 
Annals   of   the   American   academy 

of  political  and  s<H'ial  science, 
Antiquary, 
Arboriculture, 
Architectural  record. 
Architecture, 
Arena, 

Army  and  navv  journal, 
Art, 

Art  et» decoration. 
Art  interchangi*, 
Art  journal. 
Artistic  book-plates, 
Asiatic  quarterly  review. 
Astronomical  journal, 
Astrophysical   journal. 
Athenaeum, 
Atlantic  numthly, 
Auk, 
Author, 
Automobile, 
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Automobile  magazine, 

Automobile  topics, 

Babyhood, 

Badminton  magazine, 

Baltimore  American. 

Banker's  magazine, 

Baptist  missionary  magazine, 

Benziger's  magazine, 

Berkshire  courier, 

Berkshire  hills, 

Bibelot, 

Biblia, 

Biblical  world, 

Bibliotheca  sacra, 

Biological  bulh'tin. 

Biologisches  Centralblatt, 

Bird-lore. 

B'rds  and  nature, 

Black wo€m1*8  Edinburgh  magazine, 

Book  notes, 

Books  and  book-plnte$i. 

Booklovers'  magazine. 

Bookman, 

Bookseller, 

Boston  daily  advertiser, 

Boston  daily  globe. 

Boston  evening  journal, 

Boston  evening  transcript, 

Boston  evening  traveller, 

Boston  herald, 

Boston  post. 

Botanical  gazette, 

Bridgeport  standard, 

British  chess  magazine, 

British  journal  of  photography, 

Brockton  enterprise. 

Brooklyn  daily  eagle, 

Brown  alumni  monthly, 

Brunonian, 

Brush  and  pencil. 

Builder, 

Bulletin    of    the    Torrey    botanical 

club, 
Burlington  magazine, 
Burlington  weekly  free  press. 
Camera  notes, 
Canadian  magazine. 
Carpentry  and  building, 
Carriage  monthly, 
CassiePs  magazine, 
Catholic  university  bulletin, 
Catholic  world, 
Centralblatt    fiir   die  ^fedicinischen 

Wissenschaften. 
Century. 

Chambers's  journal, 
Charities, 
Charleston  news  and  courier, 


Chauffeur, 
C%autauquan. 
Chemical  news, 
Chicago  daily  tribune. 
Church  quarterly  review, 
Cincinnati   commercial  tribune, 
Classical  review. 
Collector, 

Commercial  and  financial  chronicle. 
Commercial  bulletin. 
Commoner, 
Comptes  rendus, 
Connecticut  magazine. 
Connoisseur, 
CV>nteinporary  review, 
Cork  examiner, 
Cornhill  magazine, 
Cosmopolitan, 
Coimtry  gentleman, 
Country  life. 
Country  time  and  tide, 
Coiu*ier  des  Etats-Unis, 
CYaftsman, 
Critic, 

Critical  review, 
Current  literature, 
Dedhnni  historical  register, 
Denver  republican. 
Detroit  tribune, 
Deutsche  Rundschau, 
Dial, 

Dingler's  Polyteclmischos  journal, 
Donahoe*s  magazine, 
Di'uggists'  circular, 
Dublin  review, 
Eclairage  ^lectricjue, 
Eclectic  magazine, 
Economic  journal, 
Economic  review. 
Edinburgh  review. 
Education. 
Educational  review^ 
Electrical  review  (American), 
Electrical  review  (English), 
Electrical  world. 
Electrician, 
Electricien, 

Elementary  school  teacher, 
Engineer  (American), 
Engineer  (English), 
Engineering  and  mining  journal. 
Engineering  magazine, 
Engineering  news. 
Engineering  record, 
Engineers'  Society  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania.   Proceedings, 
English  historical  review, 
Essex  antiquarian. 
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Essex  Institute  historiiral  collections. 

Etude, 

Ev^nement, 

Everybody's  inagazin<s 

£x-Libris  journal, 

Expositor, 

Expository     times     and     Christian 

literature, 
Fern  bulletin, 
Figaro  iihistr^, 
Floral  life, 

Florida  times  union  and  citizen. 
Folk-lore, 

Forest  and  stream. 
Forestry  and  irrigation. 
Fortnightly  review, 
Fonnn» 
Foundry, 
Freseniiis  Zcitschrift  fUr  analytische 

Chemie, 
Gael, 

Garde  nieublc, 
Genealogical  bulletin. 
Genealogical  magazine. 
Genealogical  quarterly  magazine. 
Gentleman's  magazine, 
Geographical  journal, 
Glasgow  weekly  mail, 
Gloucestershire  notes  and  queries, 
Golf, 

Good  roads  magazine. 
Good  words. 
Granite  monthly. 
Graphic, 
Green  bag, 
Gunton's  magazine, 
Hameliz, 
Handicraft, 
Harper's  bazar. 
Harper's  monthly  magazine, 
Harper's  weekly, 
Hartford  courant. 
Harvard  advocate. 
Harvard  graduates'  magazine, 
Harvard  illustrated  nui^^zine. 
Harvard  lampoon, 
Harvartl  m<mthly, 
Hibbert  journal. 
Horseless  age. 

Horseman  and  spirit  of  tho  times, 
House  beautiful, 
Ibis, 
Idler, 

Illustrated  London  news. 
Illustration   (Paris), 
lllustrazione  Italiana, 
Illustrirte  Zeitung, 
Independent, 


Independent  statesman. 
International  journal  of  ethics, 
International  quarterly, 
International  socialist  review. 
International  studio, 
Irish  monthly, 
Iron  age. 

Iron  trade  circular, 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  bulletin, 
Johns  Hopkins  University  studies, 
Journal  manuel  de  peintures, 
Journal  of  American  folk-lore, 
Journal  of  childhood  and  adolescence, 
Journal  of  comparative  literature, 
Journal  of  education  (Boston), 
Journal  of  education  (London), 
Journal    of   electricity,    ^wwer   and 

gas, 
Journal   of    English   and  Germanic 

philology, 

Journal  of  experimental  medicine. 

Journal  of  geoloffy, 

Journal  of  mycology, 

Journal  of  pedagogy. 

Journal  of  political  economy, 

Journal   of   the  American  chemical 
society, 

Journal  of  the  Association  of  en- 
gineering societies,    ' 

Journal  of  the  Chemical  society. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute, 

Journal  of  the  Institution  of  elec- 
trical engineers. 

Journal  of  the  Alilitarv  service  in- 
stitution. 

Journal  of  the  New  York  botanical 
garden, 

Journal  of  the  Royal  microscopical 
society. 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  arts, 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  chemical 
industry. 

Journal  of  the  Worcester  Polytech- 
nic Institute, 

Judge, 

Juridical  review, 

Kennebec  journal, 

Kinderpirten  magazine. 

Knowledge, 

Kunst, 

Kunst  und  Ilandwerk, 

Uidies'  home  journal. 

Lamp, 

Law  quarterly  review, 

Lecture  bulletin, 

Leisure  hour. 

Library, 

Library  journal. 
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Library  world. 

Life, 

Lincolnshire  notes  and  queries, 

Lippincott's  magazine, 

Literarisches  Centralblatt, 

Literary  digest, 

Literary  world, 

Little  chronicle, 

Liverpool  weekly  mercury. 

Living  age, 

London,  Edinburgh  and  Dublin  phil- 
osophical magazine, 

London  quarterly  review, 

l^ndon  times, 

Longman's  magazine, 

Lowell  weekly  journal, 

Lutheran  quarterly  review, 

McCIure's  magazine, 

Machinery, 

Macmillan's  magazine, 

Magazine  of  art, 

Elaine  state  press, 

Maine  woods, 

Manual  training  magazine, 

Masters  in  art, 

Masters  in  music, 

Mayflower  descendant, 

Mediziuisch  -  padagogischc  Monat  s- 
schrift  ftir  die  gesammte  Sprach- 
heilkunde, 

Mekeel's  weekly  stamp  news, 

Metaphysical  magazine, 

Methodist  review, 

Mind, 

Mining  and  scientific  press, 

Mining  journal. 

Miscellanea  genealogica  et  heraldica, 

^lissionary  review. 

Modem  language  association.  Pub- 
lications, 

Modern  language  notes, 

Monde  moderne, 

Monist, 

Month, 

Monthly  review, 

Montreal  weekly  liernld. 

Municipal  affairs. 

Municipal  journal  and  enf^ineer. 

Munsey's  magazine. 

Musical  courier, 

Musical  world, 

Musician, 

Nation, 

National  bulletin  of  charities  and 
correction. 

National  geographic  magazine. 

National  magazine. 

National  review, 


Nature   (lx)ndon), 

Nature   (Paris), 

New  Bedford  evening  standard. 

New  church  review. 

New  England  farmer, 

New  England  historical  and  genea- 
logical register. 

New  England  homestead, 

New  England  magazine. 

New  Haven  evening  register. 

New  Orleans  picayune. 

New  Shakespeareana, 

New  York  daily  tribune, 

New  Y'ork  evening  post, 

New  Y'ork  herald. 

New  Y'ork  morning  telegraph, 

New  Y'ork  press, 

New  York  sun, 

New  Y'ork  times, 

Nineteenth  century. 

North  American  review. 

Notes  and  queries, 

Nouvelle  revue. 

Nya  Daglight  Allehanda, 

Otficial  gazette. 

Old  china, 

Open  court, 

Out  west, 

Outing, 

Outlook, 

Overland  monthly, 

Pall   mall   magazine. 

Pedagogical  seminary, 

Pennsylvania  German, 

Pennsylvanian  mngnzine  of  history 
and  biography, 

Perry  magazine, 

Petits  (nlifices  historiques, 

Philadelphia  press, 

Philadelphia  public  ledger, 

Philistine, 

Philosophical  review. 

Photo-era, 

Plutto-miniature, 

Photogi-aphic  times  bulletin. 

Phrenological  journal. 

Plivsical  review. 

Pilot , 

Plnnt  world. 

Poet-lore, 

Political  science  cpiarterly, 

Polybiblion, 

Popular  astronomy, 

Popular  science  monthly. 

Power, 

Printing  art. 

Protectionist, 

Providence  daily  journal, 
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Psyche, 

Psychological  review, 

Public, 

Public  libraries, 

Public  opinion  (London), 

Public  opinion  (New  York), 

Publishers*  weekly, 

Puck, 

Punch, 

Quarterly  journal  of  economics, 

Quarterly  journal  of  inebriety, 

Quarterly  journal  of  microscopical 
science, 

Quarterly  review, 

Queen, 

Radcliffe  magazine, 

Railroad  gazette. 

Railway  and  locomotive  engineering, 

Records  of  the  past. 

Recreation, 

Reformed  church  review, 

Reliable  poultry  journal, 

Reliquary  and  illustrated  archieol- 
ogist. 

Review  and  record  and  banker  and 
tradesman. 

Review  of  reviews  (Ijondon), 

Review  of  reviews  (Now  York), 

Revue  de  Paris, 

Revue  des  deux  mondes, 

Revue  philosophiquo, 

Rhodora, 

Rudder, 

St.  John  (X.  B.)  semi- weekly  tele- 
graph, 

St.  Louis  republic. 

St.  Nicholas, 

Salem  register, 

San  Francisco  bulletin, 

Sanitarian, 

Saturday  review, 

Saule, 

School  arts  book. 

School  review. 

Science, 

Scientitic  American, 

Scientific  American.  Building  month- 
ly* 

Scientific  American  supplement, 

Scribner's  magazine, 

Sewanee  review. 

Smart  set, 

Smith  College  monthly. 

South  Carolina  historical  and  genea- 
logical magazine, 

Southern  history  associations.  Pub- 
lications, 

Si>oakor, 


Spectator, 

Spirit  of  76, 

Sports  of  the  times, 

Springfield  daily   republican. 

Springfield  union. 

Stone, 

Strand  magazine. 

Street  railway  journal. 

Street  railway  review. 

Studio, 

Sunday  magazine, 

Superintendent  and  foreman. 

Technology  quarterly. 

Temple  bar. 

Terrestrial  magnetism. 

Textile  world  record, 

Torreya.   • 

Truth. 

United  service, 

United  service  gazette, 

I'nited  States  naval  institute.  Pro- 
ceedings. 

United  States  official  postal  guide, 

Vanity  fair. 

Vart  Land, 

Vermonter, 

N'irginia  magazine, 

\o\  urbis, 

Washington  evening  star, 

Weekly  freeman  and  Irish  agricul- 
turist. 

Weekly  Scotsman, 

Week's  progress. 

Wellesley  magazine, 

Wesleyan  methodist  magazine, 

Westminster  review, 

William  and  Mary  College  quarterly, 

Wilson's  photographic  magazine. 

Windsor  magazine. 

Woman's  journal. 

Wool  and  cotton  reporter, 

Woonsocket  patriot, 

Worcester  daily  spy. 

Worcester  daily  telegram. 

Worcester  evening  gazette, 

Worcester  evening  post, 

World  to-dav, 

Wc^rld's  work. 

Writer. 

Vale  courant, 

Vale  review, 

Yarmouth  herald, 

Youth's  companion, 

Zeitschrift  f(lr  angewandte  Micro- 
scopic, 

Zeitschrift  fllr  bildende  Kunat, 

Zoitschrift  filr  Bilcherfreunde, 

Zvaigzde, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  tfw  Board. 

The  rule  under  which  this  Committee  acts,  in  its  revised 
form,  stands  as  follows: 

"The  Committee  on  the  Building  shall,  subject  to  such  votes 
and  appropriations  as  the  Board  may  make,  have  charge  of  the 
building  and  grounds,  attend  to  warming,  lighting  and  venti- 
lation, make  all  necessary  repairs  on  the  building,  and  keep 
the  premises  in  good  order." 

The  Committee  has  only  been  able,  with  means  at  hand,  to 
do  such  work  as  was  necessary  to  keep  the  building  from  seri- 
ous injury.  Xo  improvements  were  justified  by  the  size  of 
the  city  appropriation. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  are  due  to  Dr.  Thomas  II.  Gage 
for  continued  interest  in  caring  for  our  lawn  and  making  the 
surroundings  of  the  library  building  beautiful,  by  planting  and 
cultivating  trees  and  flowering  plants. 

The  employment  of  a  watchman  has  not  only  given  the  of- 
ficers of  the  library  a  greatly  added  sense  of  the  safety  of  our 
property,  but  it  has  resulted  in  the  ability  to  have  the  I'oums 
warm  early  in  the  morning  and,  consequently,  in  the  health 
and  enjoyment  of  usei-s  of  the  library  and  its  attendants. 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  duties  placed  in  its  charge 
have  been  well  attended  to  and  seconds  the  requests  to  be 
made  by  the  Finance  Committee  for  appropriations  needed  for 
repairs,  coal,  gas  and  electric  lighting. 

SA  XFORD  C.  KENDALL, 
FRANK  M.  HEATH, 
JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR, 

Committee  on  the  Building. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Dinxtors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Oommittee  oil  Finance  has,  during  the  past  year,  dis- 
eliarged  the  ordinary  functions  of  its  office,  and  has  also  ex- 
amined and  approved  bills,  and  seen  that  the  usual  insurance 
was  carried  upon  the  library  property. 

It  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the  appropria- 
tion received  fi-om  the  city,  and  expenditures  therefrom,  and 
also  i-elative  to  the  Green  Librai'y,  Reading  Room,  Libi*ariau 
and  Henry  W.  Hrown  funds,  for  the  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1903. 

The  city  appropriation  for  the  past  year  was  f33,000,  the 
amount  received  from  the  dog  license  fund  |5,759.33,  and  from 
fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  11,009.86  and  to  this  should  be 
added  the  amounts  spent  from  the  income  of  the  Gi*een  Li- 
brary Fund,  used  for  the  purchasing  of  books  from  the  Inter- 
mediate Department,  |1,475.22,  making  a  total  of  |41,91o.o8. 

The  expenditures  aggregated  :f41,915.43.  The  unexpended 
balance  is  tifteen  cents. 

The  (ireeu  Library  Fund  now  amounts  to  Jifo0,9o9.89,  an  in- 
crease of  IG17.48  during  the  past  year,  this  sum  repi^esenting 
one-fourth  part  of  the  income  derived  from  said  fund. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian  Fund  is  now  |G,284.87.  The 
increase  in  this  fund  is  1840.04,  partly  due  to  the  amount  re- 
ceiv(Ml  from  the  Central  National  Bank  stock. 

The  Henry  W.  Brown  Fund  now  amounts  to  |112.50. 

The  r(»port  of  the  City  Treasurer,  as  treasurer  of  the  Read- 
ing Room  Fund,  is  appended  to  this  report,  and  in  that  report 
the  railroad  stocks  owned  by  the  fund  are,  according  to  cus- 
tom, recorded  at  paj*  value. 

The  Committee  has  examined  the  securiti(»s  of  the  Green 
Library,  Reading  Room,  and  Henry  W.  Brown  Funds,  in  the 
hands  of  the  City  Treasurer,  and  find  they  correspond  with  the 
schedule,  and  the  treasurc^r's  accounts  have  been  audited  and 
found  to  be  corn^ct. 
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The  account  of  the  Librarian  has  also  been  examined  and 
approved. 

The  work  of  the  library  has  been  somewhat  hampered  dur- 
ing the  past  year  by  lack  of  money.  The  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  in  every  way  possible  endeavored  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  the  library,  and  have  endeavored  as  far  as  their 
power  went,  to  see  that  every  dollar  was  wisely  expended  and 
brought  the  best  results,  but  of  course  we  could  not  make  a 
dollar  exceed  its  purchasing  power,  and  therefore,  while  we 
have  done  the  best  we  could,  we  have  not  accomplished  what 
we  hoped  to  accomplish  when  the  year  opened,  and  some  work 
that  it  was  desirable  should  be  done  last  year,  will  probably  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  done  during  the  coming  year. 

The  CJommittee  have  tarefullv  considered  the  needs  of  the 
library  for  the  coming  year,  and  will  report  to  you  an  estimate 
of  the  necessary  expenditures,  which  estimate  is  based  upon 
their  careful  analysis  of  expenses,  and  a  coinpiiristm  willi  tin* 
expenses  of  the  past  y(*ar. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 

Finance  Committee. 


44 


PUBUC    DOOUMEXT — NO.    X. 


CITY  APPROPRIATION. 

Financial  Statement  for  the  Year  Ending  November  30,  1903. 


RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  previous  year, 

City  appropriation, 

Dog  money, 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 

amount  spent  from  the  income  of  the  Green  Library 
fund  in  buying  books  from  the  intermediate  de- 
partment, 


$611  17 

33,000  00 

5,759  33 

1,060  86 


1,475  22 


$41,915  58 

EXPENDITURES. 

Binding, 

$2,962  00 

Printing  lists. 

183  00 

Printing  and  charging  slipi 

5, 

320  07 

Freight    (foreign  and  domestic), 

expressage,  postage. 

removing  ashes,  street  i 

sprinkling,  and 

minor 

run- 

ning  expenses. 

490  76 

Covering  paper  and  stationery, 

219  80 

Postal  cards  for  notices  to 

delinquents. 

195  00 

Cards  for  cataloguing. 

37  74 

Ordinary  repairs. 

1,262  77 

Furniture,  brushes,  etc., 

242  52 

Coal  and  wood. 

1,753  89 

EL'ctric  light. 

451  56 

Cas, 

991  00 

Water, 

554  91 

Salaries  of  assistants. 

6,381  17 

Salary  of  librarian. 

3,833  34 

Wages  of  janitor,  watchman,  and 

janitor's 

work  done 

by  the  hour, 

2,469  10 

Service  by  hour  and  elevator  boy, 

5,544  04 

Catalogtiing, 

2,818  95 

Insurance, 

252  70 

Rea/yng-room, 

500  00 

Delivery  stations. 

834  22 

Findin-  lists. 

184  10 

Books, 

9,432  70 

$41,915  43 

Balri      unexpended, 

16 

$41,915  ?% 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN    LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  30,  1903. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1003,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  $845  45 

DiWdends  on  bank  stock, 
Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits, 
Interest  on  bank  deposits. 


$2,844  73 
Of  this  income  there  has  been  added: 
To  the  fund, 
To  the  book  account. 


1,097 

00 

884 

40 

17 

88 

$1,317 

18 

1.527 

55 

$2,844  73 


The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of  the 
investment  and  book  accounts,  as  verified  by  the 
investment  and  book  accounts,  as  verifie<l  by  the 
Treasurer: 

I.N  VESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 


Notes  secured  by  mortgages, 
Bank  stock,  par  value, 
Savings  bank  deposits. 


1001-2.       1902-3. 

$22,500  00     $22,500  00 

5,800  00       5,100  00 

22,042  41      23.359  89 

$50,342  41     $50,959  89 

3K  ACCOTNT. 

$1,589  05 

1,527  55 

'.50  and  $2.67), 

20  17 

32  99 

$:j,169  76 

year. 

2,126  84 

Balance,  December  1,  1902, 
Three- fourths  annual  income. 
Checks  returned,  uncollected  ( 
Interest  on  bank  deposits. 


Expendeil  for  books,  eic,  during  year. 

Balance.  November  30,  1903,  $1,042  92 

Recapitt'lation. 

Nov.  29,  1902.  Nov.  30,  19a3. 

Investment  balances,                                                  $50,342  41  $50,959  89 

Cash  balances,                                                                  1,589  05  1.042  92 


$51,931  46  $52,002  81 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  W.  WHITE, 

TreoHurtr. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 


November  30,  1903. 


Balance,  December  1,  1902, 

Dividends,  savings  banks. 

Dividend  No.  2,  Central  National  Bank, 

Savings  bank  deposits,  viz.: 
Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 
Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 


$5,438  83 

96  04 

750  00 

$3,750  00 

934  87 

1,600  00 

$6,284  87 

$6,284  87 

F.  W.  WIUTE, 
Treasurer. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  HENRY  W.  BROWN  FUND. 


November  30,  1903. 


iSalance,  December  1,  1902, 
Dividends,  savings  bank, 


Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 


$108  18 
4  32 


$112  50 


$112  50 

F.  W.  WHITE, 
TreiMurer, 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING-ROOM  FUND. 


Cash  Account. 

Balance,  December  1,  1902, 

W  orcester  Public  Library  Department, 

Dividends,  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock, 

Dividends,  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock, 

interest,  savings  banks. 

Interest,  national  banks, 

Charles  W.  Smiley*s  check,  returned  unclaimed, 


Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers, 
Balance,  November  30,  1903, 


November  30,  1903. 


$697  00 

500  00 

88  00 

61  25 

296  35 

7  02 

1  00 

$1,650 

68 

1.341 

50 

$309  18 
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Investment  Account. 

Savings  bank  deposits, 

Boston  A,  Albany  R.  R.  stock  (7  shares), 

Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock  9  (11  shares). 


$7,380  94 

700  00 

1,100  00 

$9,180  94 

F.  W.  WTUTE, 
Treasurer, 

Worcester,  Dec.  23,  1903. 

Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched,  and  the  securities  in  the 
possession  of  the  Treasurer. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
Chairman  of  Finance  Committee, 
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FORTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF   THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF   THE 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


OF   THE 


CITY    OF    WORCESTER. 


FOR    THE 


YEAR    ENDING    NOVEMBER    30.     1904. 


Xmorceeter,  /Dam.: 

THE  HAMILTON  PRESS, 

311  Main  Street. 

1905. 


DIRECTORS  IN  1905. 


Tkbu  Expires 

MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL,  THOMAS  J.  BARRETT,  Dec.  31,  1905. 

SANFORD  C.  KENDALL,  FRANK  M.  HEATH,                    1906. 

Wn.LMM  T.  FORBES,  JOHN  M.  RUSSELL,                    1907. 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE,  JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR,                   1908. 

EDWARD  J.  McMAHON,  GEORGE  E.  WIRE,                      1909. 

ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN,  ALEXANDER  BELISLE,             1910. 


ORGANIZATION    FOR   THE   YEAR. 


PRESIDENT.  SECRETARY. 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT,  FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE. 

COMMITTEE    ON   THE   LIBRARY. 

WILLIAM.  T.  FORBES,  FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 

GEORGE  E.  WIRE,  EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

FRANK  M.  HEATH. 

COBIMITTEE  ON   THE   READING-ROOM. 

JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR,  MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 

ALEXANDER  BELISLE. 

COMMITTEE    ON   THE   BUILDINO. 

SANFORD  C.  KENDALL,  EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN. 

COMMITTEE    ON   FINANCE. 

THOMAS  J.  BARRET1\  MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 

JOHN  M.  RUSSELL. 

LIBRARIAN. 

SAMUEL  SWETT  GREEN. 

ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  KENDALL  SHAW. 

HEADS   OF   DEPARTMENTS. 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG,  JESSIE  E.  TYLER, 

JESSIE  CAMERON. 

SENIOR   ASSISTANTS. 

,     HAITIE  J.  CHILDS,      AROLYN  L.  JOHNSON,      GRACE  W^  WOOD, 
ISABEL  A.  THAYER,  EDITH  M.  GATES,  ALICE  W\  CHASE, 

GRACE  H.  MOORE. 

THIRTEEN   JUNIOR   ASSISTANTS.  THREE  TEMPORARY   ASSISTANTS. 

FIFTEEN   PERSONS   HIRED   BY   THE   WEEK,    DAY   OR    HOUR.      A  JANITOR. 

A    WATCHMAN.  FIVE   WOMEN.  EIGHT   KEEPERS   OF  DEUVERY   STATIONS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Honorable  Walter  H,  Blodget,  Mayor,  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  tlie  City  of  Worcester. 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  herewith  respect- 
fully submit  their  forty-fifth  annual  report. 

The  attention  of  the  City  Government  is  directed  to  the 
reports  of  the  several  standing  committees  of  the  Board,  and 
to  the  reix)rt  of  the  Librarian,  all  of  which  are  included  herein, 
and  which  set  forth  in  detail  the  present  condition  and  needs 
of  the  library. 

It  has  been  the  purpose  and  aim  of  those  charged  with  the 
administration  of  library  affairs  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  their 
patrons  and  to  place  in  the  hands  of  those  following  specific 
lines  of  study  or  investigation,  the  best  means  of  conducting 
their  respective  pursuits,  as  well  as  to  give  the  general  public 
the  largest  possible  range  of  general  literature.  The  wisdom 
of  this  policy  is  exemplified  by  the  reputation  for  usefulness 
and  eflSciency  that  the  library  has  long  possessed  and  still 
maintains. 

The  Worcester  library  is  known,  and  its  policy  appreciated 
throughout  the  library  world. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  upon  the  library  shelves 
148,018  volumes,  exhibiting  an  increase  for  the  year  of  189 
volumes  in  the  Green  Librarv,  2402  volumes  in  the  rest  of 
the  reference  library,  and  2790  volumes  in  the  circulating 
department.  572  papers  and  periodicals  are  now  in  use  in 
the  library.  365,930  volumes  represent  the  home  and  reference 
use  during  the  past  year.    34,421  volumes  represent  the  in- 
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creased  call  for  books  over  that  of  last  year,  and  of  this  use 
it  is  to  be  noted  that  31,346  volumes  were  in  the  circulating 
department;  16,060  in  the  division  used  by  adults  and  15,286 
in  the  children's  division.  The  increased  call  for  books  is  a 
notable  feature  of  the  year's  history  and  emphasizes  the  need 
of  liberal  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  new  books  and 
the  preservation  of  those  now  on  the  library  shelves. 

The  children's  department  continues  to  grow  in  favor.  The 
class  of  literature  issued  to  its  patrons  is  such  as  to  inculcate 
a  love  of  clean  reading,  and  direct  the  child's  mind  into  the 
channels  that  go  for  the  making  of  good  citizenship.  All 
books  issued  in  the  chUdren's  department  are  printed  in  the 
English  language. 

The  library  contains  a  very  large  collection  of  photographs 
and  engravings  which  are  accessible  to  the  public,  and  in  every- 
day use ;  frequent  exhibitions  of  them,  especially  in  connection 
with  the  studies  of  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools,  are  made. 
Among  the  exhibitions  of  the  past  year  have  been  those  illus- 
trative of  the  different  types  of  architecture,  of  the  antiquities 
of  the  Russian  Empire,  of  the  birds  of  America,  of  the  Bar- 
bizon  school  of  painting,  of  the  Spanish  school  of  painting, 
and  of  Japan. 

October  twenty-eighth.  Professor  Coombs  lectured  at  the 
library  upon  William  Morris  and  his  works. 

Few  libraries  have  a  better  collection  of  musical  books  and 
scores  than  has  this.  If  a  music  room  with  proper  musical 
instruments  could  be  provided,  the  use  of  this  valuable  collec- 
tion would  be  more  general  and  give  to  the  Worcester  library 
what  it  has  long  needed. 

Toilet  facilities  in  the  children's  department  are  imperatively 
needed,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  City  Council  will  make 
the  small  appropriation  required  for  that  purpose. 

Our  library  has  long  enjoyed  an  enviable  reputation,  not 
only  for  the  wealth  of  literature  that  it  contains,  but  for  progres- 
sive ideas  and  economy  of  admmistration,  and  it  was  with  a 
knowledge  of  its  past  history,  and  of  its  present  enviable  repu- 
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tation,  that  the  Directors,  early  in  the  year,  with  the  assistance 
and  co-operation  of  the  Librarian,  instituted  a  thorough  and 
searching  examination  of  the  library's  condition  and  methods 
of  administration,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
anything  could  be  done  by  them  that  could  increase  its  efficiency 
and  usefulness,  and  make  it  even  more  than  it  has  been  a 
coadjutor  of  the  public  schools  in  the  education  of  Worcester's 
children,  and  render  it,  even  more  than  in  the  past,  a  source 
of  pleasure  and  profit  to  Worcester's  citizens.  One  of  the 
most  accomplished  students  of  library  service  in  this  country 
was  asked  to  make  an  investigation  of  this  library  and  to 
report  fully  and  without  prejudice  his  findings  and  conclusions. 
The  result  of  this  investigation  has  been  given  to  the  public. 
It  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  the  Directors  that  the 
library  and  all  its  departments  emerged  from  this  examination 
without  loss  of  prestige,  its  leadership  being  but  emphasized. 
A  few  changes  of  a  minor  character  have  been  made  as  re- 
gards the  handling  of  books,  but  in  its  general  policy  and 
plans  the  library  was  proven  to  be  fully  abreast  of  modem 
methods. 

For  many  years  our  Librarian  has  given  freely  of  his  time, 
energy,  and  acknowledged  ability,  to  the  Worcester  library. 
He  has  seen  it  grow  from  a  small  institution  to  a  large  one^ 
but  its  increased  use  and  the  growing  demands  upon  it,  seemed, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Directors,  to  necessitate  the  appointment 
of  a  male  assistant  librarian,  and  early  in  the  coming  year 
it  is  expected  that  Mr.  Robert  K.  Shaw  will  assume  the  duties 
of  that  position.  Mr.  Shaw  is  a  Worcester  boy,  educated  in 
our  schools,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  and  the  Albany 
Library  School,  and  to  this  is  coupled  a  practical  education 
in  actual  library  work.  The  Directors  deem  themselves  for- 
tunate in  securing  one  whose  enthusiasm  for  his  work,  and 
whose  interest  in  Worcester  should  enable  him  to  render  effi- 
cient service. 

The  thanks  of  the  Directors  are  due  to  those  who  have, 
<luring  the  past  year,  contributed  gifts  of  books  and  other 
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articles  and  who  have  assisted   in  various  ways   in  library 
work. 

That  the  City  Council  may  look  with  favor  upon  this  branch 
of  Worcester's  educational  life,  is  the  earnest  wish  of  those 
who  have  been  asked  to  direct  its  affairs. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 

President, 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  Honorable  Alfred  S.  Pinkertoriy  President  of  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

Following  is  the  forty-fifth  annual  report  of  the  Librarian: 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
of  the  library,  its  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used 
by  readers  and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  read- 
ing-rooms and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record 
such  other  facts  in  regard  to  the  past  year  as  it  is  our  custom 
to  call  attention  to. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  history  of  the  library 
the  past  year,  as  in  the  year  before,  has  been  the  large  increase 
in  the  use  of  books.  The  growth  has  shown  itself  in  the  refer- 
ence and  circulating  departments,  in  the  use  of  books  on  Sunday 
and  in  their  distribution  through  the  delivery  stations.  It  is 
manifested  in  a  marked  degree  in  the  children's  room.  The 
increase  amounted  to  34,421  volumes,  and  the  total  number 
distributed  or  used  in  the  different  departments  is  365,930. 
This  great  use  is  exclusive,  of  course,  of  the  immense  use  of 
papers,  magazines  and  other  periodicals  in  the  four  reading- 
rooms. 

Building. 

During  recent  years  an  addition  has  been  made  to  the  older 
library  building,  and  extensive  interior  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  same  building. 

Considerable  expense  has  also  been  incurred  in  providing 
a  new  stack  and  expensive  book-cases  in  the  new  building, 
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in  refurnishing  the  reading-room  for  magazines  and  literary, 
scientific  and  art  papers,  in  shelving  in  different  departments 
and  in  providing  a  large  and  convenient  toilet-room  on  the 
lower  floor,  in  a  recess  in  the  newspaper  reading-room,  to  say 
nothing  of  other  expenditures  which  have  been  made  for  pur- 
poses not  connected  with  the  building.  During  the  past  year 
it  has  only  been  necessary  to  spend  so  much  money  as  was 
needed  in  keeping  the  buildings  in  repair. 

It  is  proposed  to  pursue  a  similar  policy  the  current  year. 
Still  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  repairs  are  constantly  needed 
in  keeping  large  buildings  in  order,  and  the  annual  appropria- 
tion for  doing  necessary  work  must  be  considerable. 

The  only  unusual  demand  this  year  is  for  a  small  toilet- 
room  for  the  children's  department.  That  will  cost  about 
$200,  but  is  regarded  as  indispensable. 

For  several  years  a  gate  has  been  needed  at  the  head  of 
the  steps  which  lead  into  the  unpacking  and  filing  room  in 
the  low  structure  which  joins  the  old  and  new  library  build- 
ings. The  chains  which  were  used  when  the  new  building 
was  erected  and  the  ligature  constructed,  proved  inadequate. 
It  has  been  difficult  to  devise  a  suitable  gate,  but  a  plan  for 
one  has  now  been  made.  The  estimate  for  its  cost  is  $125; 
it  is  to  be  in  a  conspicuous  position,  and  has  to  be  made  of 
good  materials  and  in  a  form  to  correspond  with  the  facade, 
and  accompaniments  of  the  new  building  and  to  conform  to 
the  dictates  of  good  taste.  The  use,  as  at  present,  of  stout 
woollen  cords  in  the  place  of  the  broken  chains  is  a  serious 
offense  to  the  eye  and  a  proper  regard  for  appearances. 

A  large  portion  of  the  rooms  in  both  buildings  and  in  all 
the  stories  should  be  tinted  or  whitened  the  present  year. 

The  buildings  have  been  carefully  examined  without  and 
within  and  items  haye  been  inserted  in  the  estimates  for  doing 
the  things  mentioned  and  making  other  repairs  which  have 
been  discovered  to  be  necessary. 

Besides  extensive  repairs  which  have  to  be  made  occasionally 
there  are  always  expenditures  which  are  required  for  plumb- 
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ing,  carpenter's  work,  keeping  Welsbach  and  other  gas  fixtures 
and  electrical  apparatus,  elevators  and  other  conveniences,  in 
order;  and  in  keeping  the  buildings  wholesome  and  tidy,  to 
say  nothing  of  unexpected  requirements  which,  although  they 
cannot  be  foreseen,  must  be  met  as  they  occur. 

The  estimates,  of  course,  do  not  include  any  provision  for 
the  changes  in  the  wiring  and  for  the  introduction  of  improved 
features  in  our  electrical  construction  or  for  the  fire-proofing 
recommended  by  the  Mayor.  If  these  changes  and  improve- 
ments are  to  be  made  an  appropriation  of  about  $1300  will 
be  required  besides  the  sum  asked  for  in  the  estimates  for 
repairs. 

Size  and  Use  of  the  Library. 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  library  148,018  volumes,  divided  among  the  differ- 
ent departments  as  follows:  Green  reference  library,  25,964; 
rest  of  the  reference  library  (until  now  known  as  the  inter- 
mediate department),  54,886;  circulating  department,  67,168. 
These  figures  show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  189  in  the  Green 
library;  2402  in  the  rest  of  the  reference  library;  and  2790 
in  the  circulating  department;  or  a  gain  of  5381  in  all.  It 
should,  perhaps,  be  added  for  the  information  of  the  public, 
that  of  the  2402  volumes  added  to  the  legally  unrestricted 
portion  of  the  reference  library,  670  volumes  were  volumes 
of  bound  periodicals,  which  are  taken  in  the  library  as  the 
numbers  appear,  and  825  gifts.  These  are  mainly  United 
States,  state  and  municipal  documents.  This  statement  makes 
it  evident  that  the  number  of  volumes  bought  and  added  to 
the  reference  library  is  very  small  compared  with  the  number 
added  to  the  circulating  department.  572  papers  and  other 
periodicals  (in  place  of  574  in  the  previous  year),  are  now  taken 
by  the  library. 

The  experiment  was  tried  the  past  year  of  anticipating 
demand  and  taking  a  paper  from  Australia  and  another  from 
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the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  They  are  but  little  used,  however, 
and  the  rule  will  probably  be  generally  followed  in  future,  as 
hitherto,  of  following  instead  of  taking  for  granted  the  wishes 
of  our  constituency.  It  has  been  the  purpose  of  the  officers 
of  the  library  to  have  a  Hebrew  paper  in  the  reading-room 
for  newspapers.  The  paper  which  we  have  taken  was  sup- 
pressed by  the  Russian  government  during  the  year;  a  Yiddish 
paper  was  sent  in  its  place,  but  that  also  was  suppressed  by 
the  same  government;  we  have  now  ordered  a  Hebrew  paper 
from  Poland. 

As  stated  before,  three  hundred  sixty-five  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  thirty  volumes  represent  the  home  and  reference 
use  of  the  library  during  the  year  just  closed.  That  use  was 
divided  as  follows:  home  use  263,930;  reference  use  (exclu- 
sive of  that  of  Sundays  and  holidays),  98,128;  Sunday  use, 
3339;   holiday  use,  533. 

Of  the  increase  of  34,421  volumes  in  the  use  of  the  library 
.  mentioned  above,  31,346  was  in  the  circulating  department, 
2611  in  the  reference  department  (besides  the.  use  on  Sundays 
and  holidays)  and  654  on  Sundays.  There  was  a  loss  of  190 
volumes  hi  the  use  of  books  on  holidays.  Of  the  increase  in 
the  reference  department  2461  was  in  volumes  used  for  refer- 
ence and  150  in  portfolios  of  photographs.  Of  the  increase 
of  31,346  volumes  in  the  use  of  the  circulating  department, 
16,060  was  in  the  portion  of  the  department  used  by  grown 
up  persons  and  15,286  in  the  portion  used  by  children. 

Of  the  volumes  given  out  in  the  circulating  department, 
15,509  were  taken  out  on  cards  which  are  given  to  teachers 
and  persons  engaged  in  advanced  studies.  Many  of  those 
given  out  to  teachers,  while  primarily  intended  for  their  own 
benefit,  are  used  very  largely  in  securing  books  for  the  use 
of  children.  8414  of  the  books  given  out  in  the  circulating 
department  were  obtained  by  the  use  of  cards  which  teachers 
use  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  pupils.  The  school  use  is, 
of  course,  only  a  portion  of  the  use  of  the  library  by  children, 
for  in  addition  to  their  very  large  use  of  books  in  making  inves- 
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tigations  or  procuring  information  in  the  library  building, 
great  numbers  use  their  parents'  cards  in  getting  books  to 
take  home,  and  85,965  volumes  were  given  out  on  blue  cards, 
which  are  given  to  children  under  fifteen,  whose  parents  or 
teachers  desire  them  to  have  the  privilege  of  taking  books 
home  or  whom  the  officers  of  the  library  consider  it  well  to 
give  cards  to.  Large  numbers  of  books  taken  out  by  children 
on  individual  cards  are  used  in  doing  work  laid  out  for  them 
in  school. 

It  would  be  interesting  for  any  of  our  citizens  to  visit  the 
children's  room  between  the  hours  of  four  and  six,  the  first 
five  days  of  the  week,  when  school  is  in  session,  to  see  the 
very  large  number  of  eager  yet  orderly  children  there,  who 
have  come  for  books  to  take  home,  or  who  are  reading  books 
and  magazines  at  the  tables.  There  is  a  crowd  of  children, 
but,  by  the  gentlest  means,  they  are  kept  well  in  hand.  It 
is  especially  interesting  to  listen  to  the  names  of  children  as 
they  are  called  out  by  the  attendants.  Apparently  two-thirds 
of  them  are  of  foreign  origin  and  it  becomes  very  evident  that 
in  the  immense  use  of  books  in  the  English  language  (no  others 
are  provided  for  children),  our  population  is  being  made  more 
homogeneous  and  the  work  of  the  schools  in  making  good 
American  citizens  is  being  very  largely  supplemented.  In 
three  years  there  has  been  an  increase  of  24,246  volumes  in 
the  number  taken  home  from  the  children's  room. 

There  are  forty-nine  books  which  have  been  especially  selected 
for  school  use.  Some  of  these  have  to  be  taken  home  and 
read  by  members  of  the  higher  grades  in  the  granmiar  schools 
every  term.  It  may  be  interesting  to  learn  how  many  dupli- 
cate copies  the  library  has  of  these  books.  There  are  60  of 
Robinson  Crusoe,  55  of  Jewett's  Bunny  Stories,  54  of  Mrs. 
Wiggin's  Timothy's  Quest,  53  of  Pyle's  Merry  Adventures  of 
Robin  Hood,  51  of  Aldrich's  Story  of  a  Bad  Boy.  There  are 
only  eleven  of  these  books  of  which  the  library  has  less  than 
20  copies  and  only  20  of  which  it  has  less  than  26  copies.    The 
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only  work  of  which  it  has  so  few  as  11  copies  is  Burroughs's 
Birds  and  Bees. 

The  reading-rooms  for  grown  persons  were  used  on  Sunday 
by  2056  more  persons  than  in  the  previous  year;  the  average  use 
on  Sundays  was  261  instead  of  221  as  in  the  previous  year. 
On  holidays  the  total  use  was  2177,  an  increase  of  429  persons 
over  the  year  before.  The  average  number  of  persons  present 
on  holidays  is  311. 

A  most  gratifying  use  is  made  of  the  medical  library  by 
doctors,  medical  students,  nurses  and  advanced  students,  as 
well  as  persona  intelligently  interested  in  the  study  of  disease, 
not  belonging  to  these  classes. 

The  statement  which  has  been  made  in  regard  to  the  krge 
use  of  books  and  in  regard  to  the  great  growth  in  their  use 
makes  it  evident  that  there  is  an  urgent  demand  for  good 
literature  which  it  is  very  desirable  to  meet,  and  that  there 
must  be  a  very  considerable  expenditure  yearly  in  supplying 
reasonable  requirements. 

Delivery  Stations, 


The  following  table  shows  the  use  of  books  passing  through 
the  delivery  stations: 


i 

i 

1 
1 

1 

,1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

I 

1 

j 

1 

1 

I 

IT 

■(0 

-t 

in 

^ 

in 

V 

i!SS«=L.-. 

Tatnuok  

48      S3 

(W 

3U 

M 

2 

Tot»l 

1284 

13S7 

1103 

IIMJIOOI 

80fl 

«1    flt3 

jai 

MOJIKH 

1366 

12198 

20 

The  stations,  as  regards  the  number  of  books  circulated, 
stand  in  the  following  order:    Quinsigamond,  Greendale,  New 
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Worcester,  Lake  View,  South  Worcester,  Tatnuck,  Grafton 
Square,  Belmont  Street.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
New  Worcester  and  South  Worcester  change  places,  the  former 
taking  the  third  place  and  the  latter  the  fifth,  although  it 
distributed  more  books  than  last  year.  Belmont  Street  and 
Grafton  Square  stations  also  change  places,  the  former  now 
bringing  up  the  rear,  in  respect  to  the  number  of  books  dis- 
tributed. Greendale  made  a  large  comparative  gain  over  Quin- 
sigamond,  which,  however,  stands  at  the  head,  as  usual.  Lake 
View,  although  it  has  not  risen  from  the  fourth  place,  increased 
its  circulation  from  864  to  1607.  The  surprise  is  at  the  Quin- 
sigamond  station.  There,  there  was  an  unaccounted  for 
diminution  of  circulation  from  5418  to  3598,  or  1820  volumes. 
Growth  in  circulation  was  so  great  at  other  stations  as  to  much 
more  than  make  up  for  this  loss.  New  Worcester  gained 
1053,  Lake  View,  743  and  South  Worcester,  394.  Greendale 
also  gained  123,  Grafton  Square,  26  and  Tatnuck,  8.  The 
larger  gains  are  easily  accounted  for  by  the  added  use  of  the 
stations  where  they  occurred  in  doing  work  connected  with 
the  public  schools.  The  Belmont  Street  station  lost  87,  in 
the  number  of  volumes  distributed  by  it. 

Use  of  Photographs  and  Engravings,  etc. 

Besides  the  every-day  use  of  the  pictorial  material,  the 
following  exhibitions  have  been  held: — 

February  8-20.  Seven  styles  of  architecture — Egyptian, 
Greek,  Roman,  Byzantine,  Saracenic,  Gothic,  Renaissance. 
This  exhibition  was  for  the  benefit  of  school  children  and  illus- 
trative of  school  work. 

March  21-April  7.  Japan  described  and  illustrated  by  the 
Japanese,  a  work  of  which  F.  Brinkley  was  the  editor. 

May  3-13.    Antiquities  of  the  Russian  Empire. 

June  13-25.    Audubon's  Birds  of  America. 

Oct.  13-22.  Barbizon  School  of  Painting — C!orot,  Rousseau, 
Millet,  Daubigny,  Diaz,  etc. 
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Nov.  15-23.  Spanish  School  of  Pamting — Murillo,  Velasquez, 
Ribera,  etc. 

Professor  Zelotes  Wood  Coombs,  on  October  28,  gave  an 
interesting  talk  about  William  Morris,  and  illustrated  it  by 
the  use  of  the  publications  of  the  Kelmscott  Press  and  other 
works  belonging  to  the  library. 

Cataloguing. 

Numerous  little  changes  and  additions  in  the  catalogue 
which  needed  to  be  made,  but  which  had  to  be  deferred  until 
the  completion  of  the  great  work,  recently  finished,  of  the 
revision  of  the  card  catalogue,  have  been  attended  to  the  past 
year,  and  others  will  have  to  be  made  the  current  year. 

A  new  case  will  have  to  be  secured  to  accommodate  the 
additions  which  will  necessarily  be  made  to  the  catalogue 
this  year. 

Two  additional  finding-lists  should  be  at  once  issued. 

Assistants. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  my  assistants  for  the  intelligent  and 
faithful  service  which  they  have  rendered. 

Especial  praise  should  be  awarded  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Yoimg, 
the  head  of  the  reference  department,  for  the  efficiency  and 
value  of  her  labors.  A  very  hard  worker  herself,  her  example 
has  awakened  emulation  and  her  rare  executive  ability  and 
large  knowledge  have  been  of  the  highest  advantage  to  the 
library  and  the  public. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  presence  of  a  male  assistant  to 
the  Librarian  the  present  year  will  lighten  her  work  and  enable 
her  to  make  the  use  of  the  reference  library  even  more  profi- 
table than  it  has  been  hitherto. 

We  lost  our  chief  cataloguer.  Miss  M.  S.  Terwelliger,  during 
the  past  year.  She  left  us  for  domestic  reasons,  but  has  since 
been  induced  to  take  a  temporary  position  in  the  library  of 
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Gark  College.  We  valued  her  services  highly  and  are  glad 
to  have  her  near  us,  if  we  cannot  have  her  with  us.  Miss 
W.  A.  Herron  is  now  taking  the  place  of  Miss  Terwelliger. 
Miss  J.  B.  Brown,  the  children's  librarian,  withdrew  from 
her  position  during  the  past  year  and  Miss  Jessie  Cameron 
now  holds  the  place.  An  attendant  has  been  placed  in  the 
newspaper  reading-room. 

Gifts. 

A  list  of  the  persons  and  institutions  to  which  we  have  been 
indebted  the  past  year  is  appended  to  this  report.  We  are 
especially  grateful  for  the  assistance  rendered  to  citizens  of 
Worcester  by  other  libraries,  in  lending  us  books  for  their 
use. 

Mr.  William  H.  Bartlett,  Principal  of  the  Chandler  Street 
Grammar  School  and  one  of  the  School  Supervisors  of  the 
Worcester  Schools,  before  his  death,  a  few  months  ago,  made 
provision  in  his  last  will  and  testament  for  the  establishment 
of  a  fund  to  be  managed  by  the  library,  the  income  of  which 
is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  treating  of  the  subjects 
of  American  history  and  civil  government. 

The  money  will  not  come  to  the  library  until  the  decease 
of  certain  individual  beneficiaries.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
bequest  will  amount  to  something  more  than  $2,000. 

Miss  Susan  L.  Lawrence  raised  $31.56  for  the  library,  to  go 
towards  paying  for  a  copy  of  the  Bible  for  the  blind  in  the 
Moon  t3rpe.  Her  younger  sister  also  gave  to  the  library  a 
copy  of  the  Bible  in  the  Lme  type.  The  library  is  now  well 
furnished  with  books  needed  by  the  blind  in  the  Line,  American 
Braille  and  Moon  types. 

Librarian's  Account. 

Following  is  my  accoimt  for  the  money  received  for  fines, 
•etc.,  properly  vouched  for  by  the  Finance  Committee: 
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City  of  Worcester. 

Free  Public  Library,  Dec.  1,  1904. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel 
S.  Green,  librarian,  from  December  1,  1903,  the  date  of  the 
last  settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  Librarian's  hands  Decem- 
ber 1,  1903, 

Received  for  fines, 

Received  for  copies  of  catalogues. 

Received  for  books  injured  and  lost. 

Deposits, 

Discounts  on  books. 

Rebate  on  insurance. 

Unfilled  subscriptions, 

Subscription  towards  buying  the  Moon 
Bible  for  blind. 

Duplicate  sold. 


Deposits  returned, 

Paid  Mr.  F.  W.  White,  city  treasurer, 
Balance  in  Librarian's  hands  December 
1,  1904, 


$160  04 

1,026  18 

16  70 

9  50 

30  50 

20  00 

83  20 

6  10 

31  56 

65 

$1,383  43 

41  50 

1,245  41 

96  52 

$1,383  43 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
MATTHEW  J.  WHITTALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 

Finance  Committee. 
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RECEIPTS  AND   EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 


Municipal  appropriation, 

Income  from  invested  funds: — 
Green  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund, 
Librarian  fund, 
Henry  W.  Brown  fund, 


Receipts,  Green  Library  fund,  for  the  principal  of  the  fund, 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

Receipts  from  fines. 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged  books, 

Sundry  receipts, 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report : — 

Municipal  appropriation, 
Green  Library  fund, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc.. 
Reading-room  fund, 


EXPENDITURES. 


( 
1 

$34,000  00 

$2,446  10 

447  93 

546  05 

4  48 

3,444  56 

he  fund. 

909  34 

6,186  53 

1,026  18 

16  70 

9  50 

182  02 

$45,973  83 

$0  15 

1,042  92 

160  04 

309  18 

$1,512  29 

1 
{ 

147,286  12 

BOOK 

Books: — 

Green  Library  fund. 
City  appropriation. 

ACCOUNT. 

$1,171  18 
7,822  58 

Periodicals :  — 

City  appropriation, 
Reading-room  fund, 

$950  45 
1,038  21 

$8,993  76 

Binding, 

$1,988  66 
3,077  44 

IS  rvRUc  ixx^niEXT— xo.  vi. 

ItnunXG  AOCOC3CT. 

li\»una\iv«  1,224  93 

Ughu,  l.^i26  36 

lVtiJ.^ui>R.  2,286  93 

*rrri.T  Accorxr. 

BUi\Vs  su\\i  siAiuMH^n*  jui^i  i\nntin|:  wpc«t,  *53  99 

F^w1A|^'  jwui  iv\t*wxK»  ^lAiu^^fs  251  99 

SuiulritN!»>-- 

Wjiier  for  ^W\-«tv>r*,  rto,.  *5ll3  12 

minor  runn\i\|;  ex|^nw*,  oto„  523  12 

Amount  AddtsI  iM  uuNmw  *iKi  other  w«apt*  oi 

iht»  Oivt^n  lJbrM>-  fund  to  the  pr.noipaJ  of 

the  fund,  1.517  43 

Amount  of  iniwme  i>t  the  i^ret^n  Libr*ry  fund. 

temporarily  in\^>*ted.  JSM  51 

InciMne  of  Libnunan  fund,  added  to  prinoipad.  54^  05 
Inivme  of  Henn'  W.  Brv^wn  fund.  tem^K^rarih' 

addeil  to  principal.  4  4S 


$3,9SS  71 


$46,151  47 


Cash  on  hand  December  1.  lOlVl: — 

Green  Libran*  fund,  $S15  24 

Reading-room  fund,  21S  90 

Money  ^ecei^•ed  from  fined,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc..  96  52 
Balance  of  municipal  appropriation.  3  99 


$1,134  65 


$47.2S6  12 
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ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase : 
Green  reference  library, 
Rest  of  reference  library, 
Circulating  department. 

library : 
report: 

189 

927 

4,008 

Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts : 
Green  reference  library, 
Rest  of  reference  librarj-. 
Circulating  department. 

0 
824 
203 

5,124 

Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals : 
Reference  library, 
Grculating  department, 

670 
34 

1,027 

Increase  by  placing  unbound  periodicals  in  the '. 
Reference  library. 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last 
Circulating  department. 

704 
1 

8 

6,864 

Number  of  volumes  worn  out  and  withdrawn  since  last  report : 

Reference  library,  17 

Circulating  department,  1,286 


1,303 

Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report,  and  not  accounted  for: 
Reference  library,  3 

Circulating  department,  124 


127 

Number  of  volumes  regularly  charged,  but  lost  and  paid  for: 
Circulating  department,  14 

Number  of  volumes  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  39 

53 


1.483 


Net  increase  for  the  year,  5,381 
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Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported : 

Green  reference  library,  26,775 

Rest  of  reference  library,  52,484 

Circulating  department,  64,378 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  160 

Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room,  46 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  346 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room,  20 


CIRCULATION. 


142,637 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  148,018 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase : 

Reference  library,  21 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts : 

Reference  library,  354 


375 


206 


366 


Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  307 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open,  366 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open,  366 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  263,930 

Number  of  voliunes  delivered  for  reference  use,  ♦98,128 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  1,179 

(Circulating  department,  859;   reference  department,  320), 
Largest    daily    use    (home    and    reference),     February    20,  2,657 
(Largest  in  circulating  department,   November  5,    1977;    in 
reference  department,  March  24,  1446). 
Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference)  October  3,  367 
(Smallest  in  circulating  department,  October  3,  259;    in  re- 
ference department,  July  7,  53). 
Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  1,286 
Number  of  notices  to  delinquents,  14,247 
Number  of  volumes  bound,  4,162 
Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  5,281 
Total  number  of  name^  registered  (a  new  registry  made  Novem- 
ber 1,  1889).  52,892 

*Of  this  number  20,760  ohow  uae  of  portfolios  in  art  exhibitions. 
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SUNDAY  USE. 

The  reading-rooms  are  open  from  2  to  9  P.  M. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  4.720 

Number  of   persons  using  the  lower  room,  8,853 


Total  number  of  persons,  13,573 

Average  number  of  persons,  261 

Largest  attendance,  March  6,  397 

Smallest  attendance,  June  26,  131 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  within  the  building,                  3,339 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  64 


HOLIDAYS. 

The  upper  room  is  open  from  9  a.  m.  to  9.30  p.  m. 

The  lower  room  from  8  a.  m.  to  9.30  p.  m. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  980 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  1,197 


Total  niunber,  2,177 

Average  number  of  persons,  311 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  582 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  117 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference  533 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  76 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian. 
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APPENDIX. 


GII'TS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


Givers. 


Abbot  Public  Library,  Marbleheadf  Mass, 

Adriance  Memorial  Library,  Poughkeepsie^  N,  Y, 

American  Antimiarian  Society, 

American  Anti-Vivisection  Society,  Philadelphia^  Pa. 

American  Art  Galleries,  New  York  City, 

American   Board   of   Conrniissioners   for   Foreign   Missions,    Boston, 

Mass. 
American  Congregational  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 
American  Mathematical  Society,  New  York  City, 
American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City, 
American  Scenic  and  Historical  Preservation  Society,  New  York  City, 
American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 
Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Mass. 
Andover  Theological  Seminar^',  Andover,  Mass. 
Anonymous, 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  III. 
Armstrong  Association,  New  York  City, 
Ashton-Under-Lync,  Eng.,  Corporation  Free  Public  Library, 
Associated  Charities  of  Boston,  Boston,  Mass. 
Atkinson,  Edward,  Boston,  Mass. 
Atlanta  (^hamber  of  Commerce,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Baillie's  Institution  Free  LibrarN',  Glasgow,  Scotland, 
Balch,  Edwin  S.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Bancroft  Memorial  LibrarN-^,  Ho])€dale,  Mass. 
Barrow-in-Furness,  Eng.,  Public  Free  Library', 
Bates  College^  Lewiston,  Me. 

Bellows,  William,  Gloucester,  Eng.  1  plate 

Bemice  Pauahi  Bishop  Museum,  Honolulu,  Hawaii, 
Berr>',  John  M.,  Millbury,  Mass.,  1  ne^N-spaper  clipping. 

Biblioteca  Nazionale  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy, 
Biddle,  Sarah  M.,  Monmouth,  III, 
Bigelow  Free  Public  Library* .  Clinton,  Mass. 
Birmingham,  Eng.,  Free  Libraries  Conunittee, 
Blake,  Louisa, 

Bodleian  Library-,  Oxford ,  Eng. 
Bolton,  Mrs.  Charles  H.,  Shirley,  Mass. 
Boston,  City  Messenger, 

Engineering  Department, 

Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board, 

Pauper  Institutions  Trustees, 

Public  Library,  10  maps. 

Registry  Department, 

School  Committee, 

Statistics  Department, 
Boston  Athenffium,  Boston,  Mass. 
Boston  Floating  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston.  Mass. 


S 

1  i 


1 
1 
2 

1 


1 
1 


I  1 


4 
1 
1 
1 
5 
4 
2 
1 


12 


9 
1 
1 
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Givers. 


Boston  Port  and  Seamen's  Aid  Society,  Boston^  Mass. 

Boston  Transit  Company,  Boston^  Mass. 

Boston  University,  noston,  Mass. 

Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  Boston^  Mass, 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston^  Mass. 

Bowditch,  Vincent  Y.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Bowdoin  College  Library,  Brunswick,  Me. 

Breeze  Publishing  Company,  Portland,  Me. 

Bridge,  James  H.,  New  York  City, 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Brookline,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Brooklyn  Public  Librar>%  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y, 

Brosna^ian,  Timothy,  Woodstock,  Md. 

Brown,  Robert  M.,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Browne  «fe  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co.,  Protndence,  R.  I. 

Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Penn. 

Bucke  W  Fowler 

Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

California  State  Librar>%  Sacramento,  Cal. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Gtv  Clerk, 

Public  Library, 
Cambridge  University  Library,  Cambridge,  Eng. 
Canfield,  Mrs.  P.  S. 
Canfield,  Miss  P.  W.  S. 
Cardiff,  Wales,  Free  Libraries, 
Carey,  Arthur  A.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa. 
Carnegie  Institute,  \fashington,  D.  C. 
Carnegie  Library,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburg.  Pa. 
Catholic  University  of  America,  Washington,  D.  C 
Chamberlain,  Alexander  F. 
Chamberlain,  D  H.,  Charlottesville,  Va. 
Chandler,  Alfred  D.,  Brookline,  Mass. 
Cliandler,  Alice  G.,  Lancaster,  Mass. 
Charleston,  S.  C,  Mayor, 

Chicago,  Municipal  Library  and  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
Chickering  &  Sons,  Boston,  Mass. 
Church  Library  Association,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Cincinnati  Putlic  Library,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Clark  University,  2  folded  sheets, 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Public  Library, 
Cogswell,  Miss  Mary  L.  T. 
Colby  College,  Waierville,  Me, 
College  of  the  Holv  Cross, 
Columbia  University,  New  York  City, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Public  School  Library, 
Commission  of  Colleges  in  New  England,  Providence,  R.  I, 
Commonwealth  Society,  Boston,  Mass, 


o 
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GrvBRs. 


Concord,  Mass.^  Free  Public  Librar>*, 

Concord,  N.  /f.,  Public  Library, 

Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mom, 

Connecticut,  Bur^u  of  Labor  Statistics. 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Cornell  University  Ithaca,  N.  Y, 

Danforth  Memorial  Library,  PcUerson,  N,  J, 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N,  H. 

Davidson,  George,  San  Francisco,  Cal, 

Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass, 

Davis,  Henry  R.,  Providence,  R.  /. 

Davis,  Horace,  San  Francisco,  Col, 

Davis  &  Harney,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Da3rton,  Ohio,  Public  Librarv  and  Museum, 

Derrick  Publishing  Co.,  Oil  CUy,  Pa, 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Public  Library, 

Drew  Allis  Company, 

Drexel  Institute  of  Arts,  Sciences  and  Industry,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Duckworth,  Thomas,  Worcester,  Eng. 

Dudley,  Charles  B.,  AUoona,  Pa. 

Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  PubUc  Library, 

Elkinton,  Joseph,  Madison,  Pa. 

Ernst,  C.  W..  SwampscoU,  Mass. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass  1  folded  sheet 

Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Famsworth,  Seth  T.,  Cincinnati,  0. 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  III. 

Fitchburg,  Gty  Clerk, 

Fitchburg,  Public  Librarv, 

Fitz  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Flet<?her  Free  Libriary,  Burlington,  Vt. 

Francis,  George  E. 

Friends'  Free  Librar>'.  Germantovm,  Pa. 

Gallinger,  V.  H.,  Concord,  N.  H. 

Garver.  Rev.  A.  S.  12  photographs 

General  Electric  Company,  Schenectady,  N,  Y. 

Greneral  Theological  Seminary,  Boston,  Mass. 

German  Educational  Exhibit,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Ginn  &  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gloucester,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 

Gonzales,  A.  E.,  Columbia,  S.  C. 

Goodell,  John  M.,  New  York  City, 

Goodwin,  Edward  C. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Public  Library- , 

Green,  James, 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Green,  Samuel  S.  5  folded  sheets,  1  folded  map,  I  card, 

Hackley  School,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 

Harrison,  Carter,  Chicaqo,  III. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Board  of  Trade, 

State  Board  of  Education, 
Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company,  Hartford, 
Conn. 


■c 


I  newspaper 
1  sheet 
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GiTERfl. 


Hartford  Theological  Seminary,  Hartford^  Conn. 

Harvard  Univendty,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Har\'ard  University  Library,  Cambridgey  Mass. 

Harvard  University,  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoi^logy,  Cambridge^ 

Mass. 
Haverhill  Public  Library,  HaverhiUy  Mass. 
Hawaii  Promotion  Committee,  Honolulu.  Hawaii^ 
Hawaiian  Islands,  Board  of  Health, 
Ha>Ties,  George  H. 
Highland  Military  Academy, 
H.  R.  H.  the  Crown  Prince  of  Siam, 
Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  0. 


« 


Hoar,  George  F. 

Hoar,  George  F.,  Estate  of, 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

Howard,  Mrs.  H.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Howe,  Rev.  S.  H.,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Huguenot  Society,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Huxley,  Henry  M. 

Illinois  Stat€  Board  of  Health,  Springfield,  III. 

Imperial  Library,  Tokio,  Japan, 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Public  Library, 

International  Catholic  Truth  Society,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Ipswich  Historical  Societv,  Ipsurich,  Mass. 

Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  Free  tublic  Library, 

Jewish  Publication  Society  of  America,  Philadelphici,  Pa. 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  III. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Lancaster,  Mass.,  Town  Library, 

Lawrence,  Miss  Susan  L. 

Lawrence,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

I^eeds,  Eng.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Leicester,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Col. 

Leominster,  Mass.,  I*ublic  Library, 

Lincoln,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Liverpool,  Eng.,  Public  Libraries, 

Lloyd,  Mrs.  H.  D.,  Winnelka,  III. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Public  Library, 

Loubat,  J.  F.,  Due  de,  Paris,  France, 

Lowell,  John  A.  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

^lcAleer,  George, 

MacDonald,  Arthur,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Maiden,  Ma^s.,  Public  Library, 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Pubhc  Free  Libraries, 

Manchester,  N.  II.,  City  Library, 

Manning,  Warren  H.,  tioston,  Mass. 

Marble,  Mrs.  Annie  R. 

Mar\4n,  Frederic  R.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Mar>'land  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md, 

Massachusetts,  Attorney  Gieneral, 
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Massachusetts,  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Savinf^s  Banks, 

Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners, 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Free  Public  Library  Commissioners, 

Highway  Conunission, 

Insurance  Commissioner, 

Record  Commission, 

Secretary  of  the  Conunon wealth, 

State  Board  of  Agriculture, 

State  Board  of  Charities, 

State  Board  of  Health,  [ 

State  Board  of  Insanity, 

State  Library,  I 

State  Normal  School,  Framingham, 

State  Normal  School,  Worcester^ 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  .4  mherst,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Association  of  Relief  Officers,  Chelsea^  Ma^s. 
Massachusetts  Cremation  Society,  BostaUj  Mass. 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston^  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston^  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Reform  Club,  Boston^  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Total  Abstinence  Society,  Boston^  Mass. 
Melrose,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 
Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City, 
Mercantile  Library,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Merrvmount  Press,  Boston,  Mass. 
Meusiiaw,  L.  G.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Michigan,  State  Board  of  Health, 
Millet,  J.  B.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library, 
MinneapoUs,  Minn.,  Public  Library, 
Miss  Kimball's  School  for  Girls, 

Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference,  Mohonk  Lake,  X.  Y. 
Moody,  J.  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Morse  Institute  Library,  Naiick,  Mass. 
Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  nadley,  Ma^s. 
National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  New  York  City, 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

New  England  Cotton  Manufacturer's  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 
New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 
New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H. 
New  Jersey  State  Library,  TrerUon,  N.  J. 
New  York  City,  Board  of  Education, 

Department  of  Finance, 
Department  of  Parks, 
Puolic  Library, 
New  York  State,  Commissioners  of  the  State  Reservation  at  Niagara, 

State  Charities  Aid  Association, 
State  Hospital  for  Crippled  and  Defonned  Chil- 
dren, Tarrytoum,  N.  Y. 
State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
New  York  Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York  City, 
New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society,  New  York  City, 
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Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Xewburj-port,  A/oss.,  Public  Library, 
Newton,  W.  T.,  Boston ,  Mass. 
Newton,  ^fa^s.f  Free  Library, 
Northampton  Insane  Hospital,  Northampton ^  Mass. 
Oberlin  College,  Oherlin,  O. 
O'Flynn,  Richard, 

Ohashi  Public  Library,  Tokio,  Japan, 
Old  Residents'  Historical  Association,  Lowell^  Mass. 
Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn. 
Paterson,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Paul  Kegan,  French,  Trlibner  &  Co.,  London,  Eng. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass. 
Peabody  Institute  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Peabody  Institute  Library,  Peabody,  Mass. 

Peabody  Museum  of  Archaeology  and  Ethnology,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Peoria,  III.,  Public  Library, 
Perry,  Joseph  H. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Free  Public  Library, 
Philadelphia  City  Institute,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Philippine  Islancb  Civil  Service  Board,  Manila,  P.  I. 
Phillips,  Samuel  L.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Andover,  Mass. 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  Mass. 
Pomeroy,  Eltweed,  East  Orange,  N.  J. 
Portland,  Me.,  Public  Library, 
Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J. 
Providence,  R.  I..  CStv  Engineer, 

Public  Library, 
Providence  Athenaeum,  Providence,  R,  I. 
Putnam,  Harrington,  New  York  City, 
Putnam's  Sons,  G.  P.,  New  York  City, 
Quaritch,  Bernard,  London,  Eng. 
Redwood  Library  and  Athenseum,  Newport,  R.  1, 
Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  Providence,  R.  /. 
Rogers,  Mrs.  Fairman,  Philcuielphia,  Pa, 
Rogers,  James  E.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Canada, 
Rufus  Putnam  Memorial  Association,  Rutland,  Mass. 
St.  Joseph,  Mo..  Free  Public  Library, 
JSt.  I^ouis,  Mo.,  Public  Library, 
St.  Paul  Public  Library.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Salem,  Mass.,  Public  Library ^ 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Public  Library, 
Sayles,  Frederic  Cliirk,  Family  of,  and  Pawtucket  Public  Library, 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Scales,  John,  Dover,  N.  H. 
Scranton,  Pa.,  Public  Library, 
Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn. 
Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City, 
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Simmons  Collese,  BoBton^  Mass. 

Smith,  Riifus  B.,  Cincinnati ,  0, 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington^  D,  C, 

Society  des  Americanistes  de  Pans,  Paris.  France, 

Society  for  Protection  of  Native  Plants,  Boston,  Mass. 

Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Hellenic  Studies,  London,  Eng. 

Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers,  New  York  City, 

Solberg,  Oscar  N. 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Public  Librarj', 

Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  Massachusetts  Society,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Southbridge,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Speed,  Thomas,  LouisviUe,  Ky. 

Sprague,  Mrs.  A.  B.  R. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Librarv  Association, 

Stirling's  and  Glasgow  Public  Library,  Glasgow,  Scotland. 

Stone,  G.  E.,  Amherst,  Mass. 

Storey,  Moorfield,  Boston,  Mass. 

Sutro,  Theodore,  New  York  City, 

Syracuse  Public  Library,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Tatman  &  Park, 

Taunton,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Terquem,  fimile,  Paris,  France, 

Thayer,  Eugene  V.  R.,  Lancaster,  Mass. 

Thayer,  John  R. 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library',  Quincy,  Mass. 

Thompson,  Eben  F.  I  folded  sheet 

Toronto  Public  Library,  Toronto,  Canada^ 

Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Tufts  College,  Tufts  College,  Mass. 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass. 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Education, 

Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs, 

B\u"eau  of  Labor, 

Census  OflBice, 

Civil  Service  Commission,  2 

Copyright  OflBice,  1 

Department  of  Agriculture,  8 

Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  17 

Department  of  War,  8 

Department  of  the  Interior,  2 

Department  of  the  Na^'y,  1 

Department  of  the  Treasury,  13 

Geological  Survey, 

House  Committee,  1 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  1 

Library  of  Congress,  10 

Senate, 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  289 

University  Library,  Upsala,  Stoeden,  1 

University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal.  1 
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I'niversity  of  Chicago,  Chicago^  III, 

University  of  Colorado,  Boulder,  Col. 

University  of  Illinois,  Urbana^  lU. 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor ^  Mich. 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

University  of  Vermont,  Burlington^  Vt. 

University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

I'xbridge,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library, 

Vassar  College,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Vermille,  Frederick  W. 

Vennont  Free  Public  Library  Commission, 

Victoria  Public  Library,  Melbourne,  Australia, 

Wait,  John  C,  New  York  City, 

Walter  Reed  Memorial  Association,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ward,  John  &  Son,  New  York  City, 

Warren,  Winslow,  Boston,  Mass. 

Waterto\NTi,  Mass.,  Free  Public  Library', 

Welcker,  Adair,  San  Francisco,'  Cal. 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass. 

Westborough  Public  Library,  Westborough,  Mass. 

W^estem  Reserve  University,  Cleveland,  O. 

Westminster,  Eng.,  Public  Library, 

Williams  College,  W illiamstown,  Ma^s. 

Willmon,  Jeremy  C,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Wilmington  Institute  Free  Library,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Wisconsin  Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts  and  Letters,  Madison,  Wis. 

Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission, 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis. 

Wobum,  Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Woman's  Educational  Association,  LanxMster,  Mass. 

Women's  Auxiliary  to  Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York 

CUy, 
Woodbury,  C.  J.  H.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Woodbury,  John,  Lynn,  Mass. 
Woods,  Henry  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Worcester,  City  Clerk,  1  folded  sheet, 

CMty  Hospital, 

Parks  Commission, 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Water  Department,  1  sheet 

Worcester  Academy, 

Worcester  Art  Museum,  1  folded  sheet, 

Worcester  Associated  (Tiarities, 
Worcester  Children's  Friend  Society, 
Worcester  County  Law  Libraiy, 
Worcester  County  Mechanics  Association, 
Worcester  County  Musical  Association, 
Worcester  County  Treasurer, 
Worcester  District  Medical  Society, 
Worcester  Employment  Society, 
Worcester  Insane  Hospital, 
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Worcester  National  Bank, 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute. 

Worcester  Society  for  District  Nursing, 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity, 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Yale  University,  Librarian  of,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

For  several  years  after  the  foundation  of  the  library  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  made  an  elaborate  annual  report. 

Of  late  years  this  course  has  seemed  impracticable.  The 
Committee  now  follows  the  custom  of  other  large  libraries  in 
referring  inquirers  to  the  rejx^rt  of  the  Librarian  for  the  details 
of  the  work  carried  on  under  its  supervision. 

In  a  general  way  the  Committee  has  aimed  to  attend  to 
the  duties  delegated  to  it.  It  has  examined  the  lists  of  books 
presented  by  the  Librarian  for  purchase.  It  has  assured  itself 
that  the  books  and  other  property  of  the  library  have  been 
well  cared  for. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  library  required  by  the 
Rules  of  the  Board  has  been  conducted  by  the  Librarian  and 
his  assistants  and  the  results  of  it  may  be  studied  in  the  tables 
added  to  the  report  of  the  Librarian.  Such  changes  in  the 
Regulations  as  were  necessitated  by  recent  changes  in  the 
Rules  have  been  made  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 

It  seems  to  the  Committee  that  the  library  is  doing  a  fine 
work  in  the  community  and  that  it  is  managed  with  a  careful 
regard  to  the  needs  and  comfort  of  the  residents  of  Worcester. 
Its  popularity  is  attested,  as  well  as  in  other  ways,  by  the 
large  use  made  of  its  books,  and  the  very  large  increase  in 
that  use  during  the  past  year,  as  shown  in  the  report  of  the 
Librarian. 

The  library  now  has  on  its  shelves  nearly  150,000  volumes. 
It  would  increase  still  more  rapidly  than  it  does  were  not  the 
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wear  and  tear  in  its  use  so  great  as  to  make  it  necessary  to 
put  out  of  the  library  a  large  number  of  volumes  every  year. 
The  number  condemned  as  unfit  for  further  service,  the  past 
year,  is  1303. 

The  greatly  increased  use  of  the  library  makes  it  necessary 
to  add  liberally  to  our  collection  of  books,  and  it  is  important, 
therefore,  that  money  sufficient  for  added  purchases  should 
be  placed  at  our  disposal. 

A  male  assistant  librarian  is  to  be  appointed.  It  is  believed 
that  the  services  of  such  an  officer  will  add  much  to  the  benefits 
and  enjoyment  already  experienced  by  users  of  the  library. 

FRANK  B.  HALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 
WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 
FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
G.  E.  WIRE, 

Library  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING  ROOM. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  three  readmg-roonis  have,  as  usual,  been  very  largely 
used,  and  this  use  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the  public. 

A  male  attendant  has  been  employed  in  the  newspaper 
room  during  the  past  year  and  the  usefulness  of  his  attendance 
there  has  been  clearly  proved. 

The  Committee  is  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  has  had 
money  at  its  disposal  to  buy  the  chairs  which  have  been  so 
long  needed  in  the  magazine  room. 

The  money  which  has  been  at  the  command  of  this  committee 
is  the  income  of  the  reading-room  fund,  augmented  by  an 
appropriation  of  $500  made  by  the  city  in  the  annual  appropria- 
tion. The  treasurer  of  the  reading-room  is  the  City  Treasurer. 
His  report,  properly  vouched,  is  appended  to  the  report  of 
the  Finance  Conmiittee. 

The  number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for,  from  the  reading- 
room  and  city  funds  is,  160 

Number  given  to  the  reading-room,  46 


206 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for,  346 

Number  given  to  the  reading-room,  20 

366 

Tables  showing  additions  made  to  the  reading-rooms  by 
purchase  and  gift  are  appended  to  this  report. 
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Hearty  thanks  are  extended  by  the  Committee  for  the  gifts. 

J.  M.  RUSSELL, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
J.  F.  O'CONNOR, 

CommiUee  on  the  Reading  Room, 


PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

Cape  argus.  Musician. 

Dadennik  Chicagoski.  *(Der)  Tog. 

Machinery.  Toronto  weekly  globe. 

Melbourne  leader.  Zgoda. 

GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 

American  gas  light  journal,  G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 

American  missionary,  American  Missionary  Association. 

American  museum  journal,  American  Museiun  of  Natural  History. 

Amerika,  Publishers. 

Amerikanische  Tumzeitung,  Publishers. 

Annals    of    the    propagation    of   the 

faith,  Publishers. 

Arbetaren,  Publishers. 

Arrow,  Publishers. 

Berrow*s  Worcester  journal,  Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Bostoner  Nachrichten,  Publishers. 

Bulletin  of  bibliography.  Publishers. 
Bulletin  of  the  National  Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers,  Association. 

Chicago  banker,  Publishers. 

Christian  register,  American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  science  journal.  Christian  Science  Society. 

Christian  science  sentinel,  First  Church  of  Christian  Scientists. 

Congressional  record,  J.  R.  Thayer. 

Conservator,  Publishers. 

Democrat  leader.  Publishers. 

Deseret  evening  news.  Publishers. 

♦Direct  legislation  record,  John  M.  Berry. 

Draper's  record,  Proprietors. 

Dry  goods  economist,  Publishers. 

Engineering,  Publishers. 

Evesham  journal.  Publishers. 

Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel,  Sentinel  Printing  Company. 

Gamla  och  nya  Hemlandet,  Publishers. 

Good  government.  Publishers. 
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Hartford  seminary  record, 

Home  missionary, 

Ladies'  review, 

Lietuva, 

Locomotive, 

Locomotive  firemen's  magazine, 

Louisiana  planter. 

Messenger  (Worcester), 

Messenger  (New  York), 

Missionary  herald, 

Musical  times, 

Nya  Ostems  Weckoblad, 


Hartford  Theological  Seminary. 

Publishers. 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  editor. 

Publishers. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

A.  Olofson. 


Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 


Office, 
L'opinion  publique, 
Our  dumb  animals, 
♦Popular  mechanics. 


U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publisher. 


Portland   daily  press,   Saturday  edi- 


tion, 
Positivist  review, 
Princeton  university  bulletin, 
Purple, 
Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Skandinavia, 

Sound  currency. 

Southern  workman. 

Student's  journal. 

Sunset, 

Svea, 

♦Tennessee  imiversity  magazine, 

Travel, 

Tuftonian, 

Tufts  weekly. 

Union  signal, 

Universalist  leader, 

Vestkusten, 

♦Worcester  daily  spy, 

Worcester  daily  telegram, 

Worcester  evening  gazette, 

Worcester  evening  post, 

Worcester  magazine, 

Worker, 

World's  crisis, 

Yarmouth  telegram, 


Maine  State  Press. 
Edward  S.  Beesley,  editor. 
Publishers. 
Holy  Cross  College. 

Chapter    67,  Brotherhood  of  St.  An- 
drew. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Mrs.  P.  S.  Canfield. 
Pubhshers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Henry  S.  Lunn. 
Tufts  College. 
Tufts  College. 
Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House 
Publishers. 
Pubhshers. 
Publishers. 
Pubhshers. 
Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 
Thomas  F.  Maroney. 
Publishers. 
Yarmouth  Herald. 


*DiBContinued. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  work  of  this  Committee  must  necessarily  be  light  so 
long  as  it  has  only  money  enough  placed  at  its  disposal  to 
make  such  repairs  as  are  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the 
building  from  marked  deterioration.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
work  which  has  been  recommended  and  which  has  been  con- 
templated in  the  estimates  which  are  to  be  presented  to  the 
city  government  may  be  carried  out. 

Especial  attention  is  called  to  the  need  of  whitening  and 
tinting  everywhere,  almost,  throughout  the  two  buildings. 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  buildings  have  been  well 
lighted,  heated  and  ventilated. 

It  has  had  estimates  prepared  for  gas  and  electric  lighting. 
These  as  well  as  those  for  repairs  have  been  approved  by  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Dr.  Thomas  H.  Gage  has  continued  to  take  the  excellent 
care  of  our  grounds  which  has  in  previous  years  called  out 
the  gratitude  and  thanks  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

SANFORD  C.  KENDAI.L, 
F.  M.  HEATH, 
EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

Committee  on  the  Building. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  has,  during  the  past  year,  dis- 
charged the  ordinary  functions  of  its  office,  including  the 
examination  and  approval  of  bills  and  care  that  a  proper  amount 
of  insurance  is  carried  on  the  library  property.  During  the 
past  year  an  adjustment  of  the  insurance  carried  on  the  library 
and  its  contents  has  been  made,  so  as  to  provide  for  an  equali- 
zation of  the  time  of  payment  of  premiums  and  the  amount 
of  premiums,  and  an  additional  insurance  of  $3,000  has  been 
placed  upon  the  books  of  the  reference  library,  and  $500  addi- 
tional upon  each  of  the  two  buildings,  all  of  which  has  been 
placed  in  the  Orient  Insurance  Company. 

The  Committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
appropriation  received  from  the  city,  and  expenditures  there- 
from, and  also  relative  to  the  Green  Library,  Reading  Room, 
Librarian  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  for  the  year  ending 
November  30,  1904. 

The  city  appropriation  for  the  past  year  was  $34,000,  the 
amount  received  from  dog  licenses,  etc.,  $6,186.53  and 
from  fines,  siile  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $1,255.37,  and  to  this  should 
be  added  $118.56,  the  amount  spent  from  the  income  of  the 
Green  Library  Fund,  used  for  the  purchasing  of  books  which 
had  already  been  bought  from  the  city  appropriation,  making 
with  the  balance  of  15  cents  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  a 
total  of  $41,560.61. 

The  expenditures  aggregated  $41,556.62.  The  unexpended 
balance  is  $3.99. 
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The  Green  Library  Fund  now  amounts  to  $53,349.77,  an 
increase  of  $2,389.88  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian  Fund  is  now  $6,830.92.  The 
increase  in  this  fund  is  $546.05,  partly  due  to  the  amount 
received  from  the  Central  National  Bank  stock. 

The  Henry  W.  Brown  Fimd  amounts  to  $116.98. 

The  report  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  treasurer  of  the  Reading 
Room  Fund  is  appended  to  this  report,  and  in  that  report 
the  railroad  stocks  owned  by  the  fund  are,  according  to  custom, 
recorded  at  par  value. 

The  Committee  has  examined  the  securities  of  the  Green 
Library,  Reading  Room  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  they  correspond  with  the 
schedule,  and  the  treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited  and 
found  to  be  correct. 

The  account  with  the  Librarian  has  been  examined  and 
approved. 

The  Committee  have  carefully  considered  the  needs  of  the 
library  for  the  coming  year  and  will  report  to  you  an  estimate 
of  the  necessary  expenditures,  which  estimate  is  based  upon 
the  expenses  of  the  past  year.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
city  government  will  see  its  way  clear  to  make  a  moderate 
increase  in  the  annual  appropriation. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 

Finance  Committee. 
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CITY  APPROPRIATION. 

Financial  Statement  for  the  Year  Ending  November  30,  1904. 


RESOURCES. 


Balance  from  previous  year, 

City  appropriation, 

Dog  licenses  and  court  fees. 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 

Amount  spent  from  the  income  of  the  Green  Library 

fund  in  bu3dng  books  which    had    already  been 

bought  from  the  city  appropriation, 


$0  15 

34,000  00 

6,186  53 

1,255  37 


118  56 


$41,560  61 

E^LPENDITURKS. 

Binding, 

$3,077  44 

Printing  and  charging  slips, 

274  07 

Printing  lists  of  additions, 

69  75 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage. 

postage. 

removing  ashes,  street  sprinkling,  and  minor  run- 

ning expenfies. 

563  56 

Covering  paper  and  stationery. 

179  92 

Postal  cards  for  notices  to  deUnquents, 

170  00 

Ordinary  repairs. 

647  65 

Furniture, 

317  14 

Coal  and  wood. 

1,419  17 

Electric  light, 

397  26 

Gas, 

1,029  10 

Water, 

503  12 

Salaries  of  assistants, 

6,136  61 

Salary  of  librarian, 

4,000  00 

Wages  of  janitor,  watchman  and  janitorial 

work 

done  by  the  hour, 

2,545  76 

Service  by  day  and  hour  and  elevator  boy. 

6,521  48 

Cataloguing, 

2,286  93 

Insurance, 

1,152  93 

Fire  extinguishers, 

72  00 

Readiniir-room, 

500  00 

Delivery  stations, 

801  14 

Books, 

8,891  59 

$41,556  62 

Balance  unexpended, 

3  99 

$41,560  61 
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STATEMENT   OP  THE   GREEN    LIBRARY   FUND. 

November  30.  1904. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30.  1904,  is  as  follows,  viz.:    * 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  $1,069  86 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  354  00 

Dividends  on  bank  stock  in  liquidation,  645  00 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits,  994  52 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  14  02 

Cash  from  Samuel  S.  Green,  Trustee,  264  34 


$3,341  74 


Of  this  income  there  has  been  added : 

To  the  fund. 

$1,219  27 

To  the  book  account, 

929  80 

There  is  to  be  added : 

To  the  fund. 

298  16 

To  the  book  account, 

894  51 

There  have  been  received  from  Samuel  S.  Green,  Trustee: 
17  shares  Quinsigamond  National  Bank  stock,  $1,700  00 

1  share  Oxford  National  Bank  stock,  100  00 


$1,800  00 


and  there  have  been  relinquished  for  purposes 

of  liquidation: 

3  shares  Citizens  National  Bank  stock,  $300  00 

5  shares  Leicester  National  Bank  stock,  500  00 

1  share  Central  and  City  National  Bk.  stock,     100  00 


$3,341  74 


900  00 


Making  a  net  gain  in  bank  stock  of 

The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of  the 
investment  and  book  account,  as  verified  by 
the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  tho 
Oitv  Treasurer: 


$900  00 


Investment  Account. 


Notes  secured  by  mortgages. 
Bank  stock,  par  value, 
Savings  bank  deposits, 


1902-3 
$22,500  00 
5,100  00 
23,359  89 


1903-4 
$22,5(X)  00 
6,0(K)  00 
24,849  77 


$50,959  89  $53,349  77 


FREE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  41 

Book  Account. 

Balance  December  1,  1903,  $231  08 
Three-fourths  net  income  (June   l-November  30, 

1903),  811  84 

Three-fourths  net  income  (Dec.  1,  1903-May  31,  1904),  929  80 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  13  70 


$1,986  42 
Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year,  1,171  18 


Balance  November  30,  1904,  $815  24 

Recapitulation. 

Nov.  30,  1903.  Nov.  30,  1904. 

Investment  balances.                                                   $50,959  89  $53,349  77 

Cash  balances,                                                                 1,042  92  815  24 


$52,002  81  $54,165  01 

Respectfully  submitted, 

K.  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer, 


STATEMENT  OF  THE    LIBRARIAN    FUND. 


November  30,  1904. 

Balance  December  1,  1903.  $6,284  87 

Di\'idends,  Savings  Banks,  246  05 

Dividend  No.  3  Central  National  Bank,  300  00 


$6,830  92 


Savings  Bank  deposits,  \'iz. : 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  $4,197  08 

Worcester  Five  Onts  Savings  Bank,  1,033  84 

Worcester  County  Institution  for  Sa\'ings.  1,600  00 


$6,830  92 

F.  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer, 
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STATEMENT  OP  THE  HENRY  W.  BROWN  FUND. 

November  30,  1904. 

Balance  December  1,  1903,  S112  50 

Dividends,  Savings  Bank,  4  48 

S116  98 


Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  SI  16  98 

F.  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING-ROOM   FUND. 

November  30,  1904. 
Cash  Account. 

Balance  December  1,  1903, 
Worcester  Public  Library  Department, 
DiWdends,  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock. 
Dividends,  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock. 
Dividends,  Savings  Banks, 
Interest,  Worcester  Trust  Co., 

Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers. 

Balance  November  30,  1904,  $218  90 


$309  18 

500  00 

88  00 

61  25 

291  70 

6  98 

$1,257  11 

1,038  21 

Investment  Account. 


Savings  Bank  Deposits,  $7,380  94 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock  (7  shares),  700  00 

Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock  (11  shares),  1,100  00 


$9,180  94 

F.  W.  WHITE, 

Trecisurer. 

Worcester,  Dec.  24,  1904. 

Elxamined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  and  the  securities  in 
the  possession  of  the  Treasurer. 

ALFRED  S.  PINKERTON, 

Clutirman  of  Finance  Committee. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  DIRECTORS  FOR  1906. 


PRESIDENT. 


JOHN  M.  RUSSELL. 


SBCBITABT. 


FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE. 


OOMICITTES  ON  THE  BUILDINO. 


ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN, 


FRANK  M.  HEATH, 


G.   E.  WIRE. 


OOMMITTEB  ON  FINANCE. 

JOHN  M.  RUSSELL,  EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE. 

GOMICITTEE    ON    THE    LIBBABT. 


WILLLAM  T.  FORBES,  CHARLES  R.  JOHNSON, 

SANFORD  C.  KENDALL,  FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 

G.  E.  WIRE. 


COICICITTEE   ON  THE  BEADINO  BOOM. 

JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR,  ALEXANDER  BELISLE, 

HENRY  L.  PARKER. 
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ORGANIZATION    OF   STAFF  FOR  1906. 


H.  A.  BARNES, 


K.  E.   COOK, 

E.  M.  DEYETTE, 

F.  H.  DEYETTE, 
H.  J.  ELBIER, 


UBBAUAM. 

SAMUEL  S.  GBEEN. 

▲88I8TAKT   T.TBRARTAN, 

BOBEET  K.  SHAW. 
CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

CHIEF   CATALOGUER. 

CLARA  W.  BRAGG, 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

children's   librarian. 

JESSIE  M.  CAMERON, 


E.  L.  SAWYER. 


A.  B.  HADWEN, 
K.  M.  MURRAY, 
G.  B.  O'FLYNN, 
E.  M.  TURNER. 


CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 


CmCULATINO   T.TBRARTAN. 

JESSIE  E.  TYLER. 


M.  F.  ADAMS, 
R.  M.  ALLEN, 
E.  L.  BROWNING, 
E.  P.  DRURY, 
J.  A.  THAYER, 


E.  M.  GATES, 
M.  E.  HOLT, 
A.  R.  RACINE, 
W.  E.  RACINE, 

F.  C.  WARNER. 


DELIVERY   STATIONS. 


QHinngamond, 
Webster  Square, 
Lake   View, 
OrafUm  Square, 
South  Worcester, 
Tatnuck, 
Belmoni  Street, 
Oreendale, 


Anderson  Brothen. 
W.  A.  Barrows. 
W.  A.  Fobes. 
J.  A.  Manley. 
P.  B.  Moriarty. 
Miss  E.  J.  Prentifls. 
J.  T.  Eknum. 
J.  Hamil  &  Co. 


C.  Fitzgerald, 
E.  S.  Fuller, 


JANITOR  DEPARTMENT. 
H.  A.   Richards,  Janitor. 


S.  J.  Haraghy, 
A.  Peterson. 
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BEFEBENGE  DEPABTMENT. 


H.  W.  Abbott, 
W.  G.  Armgtrong, 
H.  J.  Childs, 
0.  J.  Graham, 
A.  J.  Hackett, 
E.  G.  Howe, 
J.  W.  Howe, 
A.  L.  JohnaoD, 


BSFIRXNOK  T.TBRARTAN. 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG. 


O.  L.  Knight, 
G.  W.  Luake, 
G.  H.  Moore, 
H.  M.  Nahikian, 
8.  Nahikian, 
M.  R.  Porter, 
H.  J.  Robinson, 
W.  D.  Steams, 


G.  W.  Wood. 


EEPOET  OF  THE  BOAED  OF  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Hon,  John  7.  Duggan,  Mayor,  and  the  City  Council  of 
Worcester. 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectfully  submit 
this  their  forty-sixth  annual  report  This  report  includes  the 
separate  reports  of  the  several  standing  committees  of  the  board, 
reports  of  the  Librarian,  Assistant  Librarian,  Reference,  Cir- 
culating and  Children's  Librarians. 

Each  of  these  is  clear  and  comprehensive,  and  together  they 
treat  upon  the  various  conditions  and  work  of  all  departments 
of  the  library. 

A  brief  outline  of  their  more  important  features  will  be  the 
basis  of  this  report 

On  the  thirtieth  day  of  November,  the  close  of  the  library 
year,  there  were  upon  the  library  shelves  153,176  volumes, 
selected  with  discriminating  care.  During  the  past  year  there 
have  been  called  for  and  used,  either  within  the  library  building 
or  at  home,  366,935  volumes,  a  substantial  gain  over  previous 
years,  showing  that  the  use  of  the  library  has  steadily  increased. 
Its  great  value  as  an  aid  to  the  public  schools  is  apparent  from 
a  study  of  the  circulation  figures  of  the  books  sent  to  the  schools 
for  use  by  teachers  and  pupils.  The  library  supplies  the  chil- 
dren with  the  books  in  the  graded  school  lists  of  required  read- 
ing, getting  as  many  as  50  or  60  copies  of  one  book  to  meet  the 
demand,  sending  to  the  schools  on  request  any  book  which  will 
assist  a  teacher  in  her  work,  either  for  herself  or  her  pupils. 
The  librarian's  report  states  that  there  are  in  daily  use  in  the 
schools  about  3000  volumes  from  one  department,  all  used  for 
supplementary  reading  in  school  or  at  home,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses which  the  library  may  properly  attend  to. 

The  children's  department,  the  last  department  established 
at  the  library,  has  proved  a  great  success,  and  has  brought  the 
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pupils  from  the  lower  grades  in  large  numbers  to  the  library. 
They  come  stating  their  various  wants  and  seeking  help  in  their 
school  work.  The  room  is  large,  and  well  arranged  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  children. 

The  policy  of  the  administration  has  been  to  find  new  ways  of 
making  the  library  useful,  and  not  only  to  supply  in  each 
department  the  demands  of  its  patrons,  but  to  create  and  stimu- 
late a  demand  for  its  literature.  Every  encouragement  is  given 
for  the  most  generous  use  of  books.  It  has  ever  been  one  of  the 
primary  objects  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the  librarian  to 
see  to  it  that  every  one  seeking  information  shall  be  given 
assistance,  no  matter  how  difficult  the  problem  may  seem  to  be. 
The  investigator,  the  student  and  the  mechanic,  all  are  found 
at  the  library,  and  are  furnished  with  whatever  it  contains  that 
will  help  them  in  any  line  of  intellectual  activity. 

The  various  delivery  stations  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  have 
proved  a  great  convenience  to  the  people.  These  have  brought 
the  library  right  into  their  midst,  and  have  increased  the  circu- 
lation of  good  books.  The  Directors  will  gladly  extend  this 
work  if  there  is  demand  for  it. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reference 
and  children 's  departments,  and  a  decreased  use  of  the  circulat- 
ing department.  The  librarian 's  report  best  explains  the  reasons 
for  these  conditions.  Satisfactory  progress  in  cataloguing  has 
been  made,  and  a  new  finding  list  for  books  on  music  will 
shortly  be  published. 

This  finding  list  is  the  first  complete  list  of  its  musical  col- 
lection ever  published  by  the  Free  Public  Library.  The  Direct- 
ors are  confident  that  the  list  will  be  of  great  service  to  the 
musically-inclined  people  of  Worcester. 

The  librarian  and  all  the  assistants  of  the  library  work  hard, 
are  pressed  for  time,  and  display  an  entire  willingness  to  do 
their  very  best  for  the  readers  and  students  who  use  it.  They 
are  ever  ready,  with  intelligent  and  sympathetic  aid,  to  students 
and  investigators  seeking  information,  and  strive  to  keep 
abreast  of  their  duties. 

The  Directors  some  time  ago  recognized  the  need  of  a  male 
assistant  librarian,  and  that  office  was  created  at  the  close  of  the 
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year  1904.  Robert  K.  Shaw  was  chosen  to  fill  that  podtion^ 
and  came  to  the  library  Feb.  8th  last.  He  has  rendered  an 
efficient  and  valnable  service  to  the  officers  of  the  library  and  to 
the  public. 

The  Directors  have  succeeded  in  establishing  a  modified  form 
of  civil  service  in  the  library.  All  examinations  are  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Library  Committee.  The  first  examinations 
under  the  new  rules  were  held  Oct.  2l8t.  The  execution  and 
enforcement  of  the  rules  and  regulation  governing  the  exami- 
nations has  satisfied  the  Directors  that  this  method  will  secure 
to  the  library  staff  the  best  talent  available;  that  this  system 
will  operate  uniformly  and  in  no  manner  discriminate  against 
any  one;  that  every  one  desirous  of  securing  a  position  in  the 
library  service  will  have  a  fair  chance,  and  that  merit  alone  will 
count. 

Improvements  and  repairs  of  considerable  moment  will  be 
found  noted  in  the  librarian's  report,  and  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Building.  The  suggestions  of  the  librarian 
upon  the  wisdom  of  allowing  for  these  necessary  repairs  in  each 
annual  appropriation,  instead  of  having  them  accumulate  until 
they  are  rendered  imperative  and  by  delay  made  much  more 
expensive,  strike  me  as  timely  and  economical,  and  I  would  call 
the  especial  attention  of  the  City  Government  to  that  part  of 
this  report. 

Worcester  is  one  of  the  few  cities  of  any  size  in  the  country 
which  has  had  no  substantial  gifts  recently.  The  old  library 
building  is  not  uniform  with  the  new  structure ;  it  is  ill-shaped 
and  not  well  suited  to  the  carrying  on  of  a  modem,  up-to-date 
library.  An  opportunity  offers  to  some  of  our  wealthy,  public- 
spirited  citizens  to  greatly  aid  the  dty  by  remodeling  the  old 
building.  The  subject  of  gifts  and  bequests  has  been  discussed 
by  the  board,  and  has  been  referred  to  the  Library  Committee, 
who  will,  no  doubt,  make  some  effort  in  this  direction  during^ 
the  next  year. 

Supplementing  the  customary  annual  reports  in  their  usual 
form,  the  Finance  Committee  has  carefully  examined  all  the 
reports  of  its  predecessors,  as  well  as  the  books  of  accounts  of  the 
City  Treasurer,  and  collated  therefrom  a  condensed  s3mo|>sis  of 
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the  yarious  invested  funds  and  unexpended  balances  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  City  Treasurer.     See  Appendix  Three. 

Much  credit  is  due  Mr.  John  M.  Russell  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee for  the  valuable  and  expert  assistance  he  rendered  in  the 
accomplishment  of  this  task. 

The  result  of  this  laborious  task  has  been  appended  to  the 
report  of  the  Finance  Committee. 

These  tabulated  statements  furnish  at  a  glance  the  complete 
detailed  history  of  these  several  funds  from  their  origination  to 
the  present  time,  and  an  inspection  of  them  is  extremely  valua- 
ble for  the  comparison  of  the  various  accounts  from  year  to 
year,  as  a  guide  to  the  work  of  the  Directors  in  the  future. 

The  vagaries  of  finance,  as  regards  the  relations  of  the  present 
rate  of  incomes  on  investments  to  that  of  thirty  or  thirty-five 
years  ago,  is  especially  evident  from  the  fact  that  even  though 
the  original  investment  has  nearly  doubled  during  this  period, 
the  net  income  has  remained  substantially  the  same. 

With  this  meeting  my  six-year  term  of  service  as  a  director 
expires.  It  has  been  an  agreeable  and  pleasant  duty  to  work  in 
the  interest  of  the  library;  to  note  its  increased  patronage  year 
by  year,  and  to  know  of  the  immense  amount  of  good  that  it 
does  in  spreading  enlightenment  and  culture  among  all  classes 
in  the  community.  Its  progress  and  development  should  receive 
the  watchful  and  material  care  of  our  City  Government 

The  estimates  of  the  needs  of  the  library  for  the  present  year 
are  conservative,  and  are  based  upon  the  seemingly  absolute 
needs  of  the  library.  The  institution,  its  efficient  management 
and  advancement  should  be,  and  I  believe  always  will  be,  a 
source  of  just  pride  to  all  the  citizens  of  our  beautiful  city. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 

President 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Barrett,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Following  is  the  forty-sixth  annual  report  of  the  librarian. 
The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  this  report  will  be 
found  at  its  close.  They  show  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  library,  its  accessions,  the  number  of  volumes  used  by  read- 
ers and  students,  and  the  extent  of  the  use  of  the  reading-rooms 
and  library  on  Sundays  and  holidays;  and  record  such  other 
facts  in  regard  to  the  past  year  as  it  is  our  custom  to  call  atten- 
tion to. 

Assistant  Librarian. 

At  the  close  of  the  library  year,  1903-4,  the  office  of  male 
assistant  librarian  was  created.  The  first  person  chosen  to  fill 
that  position  was  Robert  Kendall  Shaw,  who  began  his  duties 
here  Feb.  8th  of  the  past  year.  The  library  is  very  fortunate 
in  having  secured  the  services  of  a  gentleman  of  so  superior  a 
general  and  technical  education,  and  one  whose  personal  quali- 
ties have  made  a  most  favorable  impression  upon  the  other 
officers  of  the  library  and  the  public.  Mr.  Shaw's  presence  here 
will  undoubtedly  relieve  the  librarian  and  head  of  the  reference 
department  of  certain  duties,  and  thus  enable  them  to  give  more 
attention  to  other  matters  called  for  by  the  interests  of  the  insti- 
tution and  the  reasonable  demands  of  readers  and  students. 
So  far  from  the  existence  here  of  a  superabundance  of  skilled 
labor,  even  more  assistance  is  needed. 

We  are  all  pressed  for  time  and  work  hard  to  keep  abreast  of 
our  duties.  The  demands  upon  the  institution  are  not  only 
growing,  but  constantly  calling  for  efforts  in  new  and  varied 
directions.  The  amount  of  work  which  can  be  done  here  is  only 
limited  by  the  means  and  the  number  of  assistants  available. 
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BUILDINO. 

Somewhat  extensive  repairs  and  improvements  were  made 
during  the  past  year.  They  were  rendered  possible  by  a  special 
appropriation  of  $3000  allowed  us  by  the  City  Government,  a 
portion  of  which  was  used  in  making  them.  It  would  seem  to 
be  a  wise  policy  to  increase  the  annual  appropriation  and  allow 
repairs  and  changes  to  be  made  year  by  year,  instead  of  having 
them  accumulate  and  not  made  until  they  can  no  longer  be 
deferred.  It  certainly  would  be  more  economical  to  pursue 
such  a  course. 

The  Building  Committee,  under  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Direct- 
ors, had  the  work  done  early  in  the  year,  when  it  could  be  had 
at  low  prices,  relying  on  the  City  Government  to  reimburse  the 
library  later  in  the  year.  That  body  recognized  the  necessity 
of  the  expenditure,  and  made  a  supplementary  appropriation, 
as  stated  above.  The  work  done  within  the  building  is  described 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Building.  Of  primary 
importance  are  the  toilet-rooms  for  boys  and  girls  connected  with 
the  children's  department,  and  the  provision  made  for  warming 
adequately  the  newspaper  reading-room  by  the  removal  to  that 
room  of  radiators  from  a  portion  of  the  buildings  where  they 
were  not  needed. 

Incidentally,  in  doing  the  last  named  piece  of  work  we  were 
able  to  dispense  with  the  registers  in  the  floor,  which  were  made 
a  nuisance  by  being  used  as  cuspidors. 

The  librarian  would  emphasize  the  statements  of  the  Building 
Committee  that  new  floors  are  needed  in  dilfferent  portions  of 
the  older  library  building,  and  that  it  is  important  that  our 
system  of  electric  wiring  and  the  electric  plant  should  be  worked 
over  and  extended. 

Size  and  Use  of  the  Libbabt. 

The  library  year  closed  Nov.  30.  At  that  date  there  were  in 
the  library  153,176  volumes,  divided  among  the  different  depart- 
ments as  follows:  Green  reference  library,  26,177;  rest  of  the 
reference  library  (until  recently  known  as  the  intermediate 
department),  57,079;   circulating   department,   69,920.      These 
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figures  show  an  increase  for  the  year  of  213  in  the  Green 
library ;  2193  in  the  rest  of  the  reference  library,  and  2752  in 
the  circulating  department;  or  a  gain  of  5158  in  all,  as  com- 
pared with  5381  in  the  previous  year.  It  should,  perhaps,  be 
again  added  for  the  information  of  the  public  that  of  the  2193 
volumes  added  to  the  legally  unrestricted  portion  of  the  refer- 
ence library,  663  volumes  were  bound  periodicals,  which  are 
taken  in  the  library  as  the  numbers  appear,  and  715  gifts. 
These  are  mainly  United  States,  State  and  municipal  documents. 
This  statement  makes  it  evident  that  the  number  of  volumes 
bought  and  added  to  the  reference  library  is  very  small  com- 
pared with  the  number  added  to  the  circulating  department, 
namely,  864,  as  compared  with  4042.  The  net  number  added  to 
the  circulating  department,  as  given  above,  2752,  is  the  whole 
reduced  by  the  large  number  of  outworn  and  very  dirty  books 
withdrawn  from  circulation  because  they  did  not  increase  the 
available  resources  of  the  department,  but  cumbered  its  shelves 
and  produced  discomfort  and  irritation  in  the  case  of  the  users 
of  the  library  whenever  it  happened  that  one  of  them  was  given 
out.  It  should  be  remembered,  also,  that  the  books  in  the 
legally  unrestricted  portion  of  the  reference  library,  although 
they  have  to  be  guarded  more  carefully  than  those  in  the  circu- 
lating department  because  of  rarity,  cost,  or  other  defendable 
considerations,  can  very  often  be  taken  out  of  the  building  upon 
application  to  the  librarian. 

587  papers  and  other  periodicals  (in  place  of  572  in  the  pre- 
vious year)  are  now  taken  by  the  library. 

366,935  volumes  represent  the  use  of  the  library  during  the 
year  just  closed.  That  use  was  divided  as  follows:  home  use, 
257,395;  reference  use  (exclusive  of  that  of  Sundays  and  holi- 
days), 101,435;  Sunday  use,  6617;  holiday  use,  1488.  There 
was  ah  increase  of  1005  volumes  in  the  use  of  the  library  during 
the  year.  The  increase  in  the  reference  department  was  3307 
(besides  the  use  on  Sundays  and  holidays) ;  on  Sundays  it  was 
3278,  and  on  holidays  955.  There  was  also  a  small  gain  in  the 
use  of  the  children's  department  of  990  volumes,  but  a  loss  of 
7525  in  that  of  the  circulating  department  The  larger  portion 
of  the  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reading-rooms  on  Sundays  and 
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holidays  is  attributable  to  the  opening  of  the  children's  room  on 
those  days.  The  home  use  of  books  fluctuates  from  year  to 
year.  The  most  probable  explanation  of  the  considerable  yet 
comparatively  small  loss  in  the  use  of  the  circulating  depart- 
ment the  past  year,  is  that  the  city  is  prosperous,  and  that  con- 
sequently large  numbers  of  citizens  who  in  dull  times  read  books 
freely,  find  themselves  otherwise  engaged  when  business  is  good. 
A  portion  of  the  loss  is  accounted  for  by  the  transfer  of  school 
work  to  the  children's  department  The  general  remark  may 
also  be  made  that  as  books  of  many  kinds  have  come  to  be 
printed  in  cheap  editions,  a  larger  number  of  persons  buy  books 
instead  of  taking  them  out  of  libraries. 

Of  the  volumes  given  out  in  the  circulating  department  14,912 
were  taken  out  on  cards,  which  are  given  to  teachers  and  per- 
sons engaged  in  advanced  studies.  Many  of  those  given  out  to 
teachers,  while  primarily  intended  for  their  own  use  are,  to  a 
certain  extent,  used  in  securing  books  for  children. 

Children's  Room. 

Until  September,  books  given  out  on  pupils'  cards  had  been 
given  out  in  the  circulating  department.  A  change  was  made, 
beginning  with  that  date,  by  which  this  branch  of  work  was 
transferred  to  the  children's  department.  7134  volumes  (5393 
while  the  work  was  done  in  circulating  department,  and  1741 
after  the  transfer)  were  given  out  on  pupils'  cards  the  past 
year.  It  is  calculated  that  every  day  the  schools  are  open,  when 
books  from  the  library  are  in  use,  more  than  3000  volumes  a!te 
available  for  use  by  teachers  and  by  pupils,  under  the  supervis- 
ion of  teachers. 

The  school  use  is,  of  course,  only  a  portion  of  the  use  of  the 
librarj^  by  children,  for  in  addition  to  the  large  use  of  books  in 
making  investigations  or  procuring  information  in  the  library 
building,  great  numbers  of  children  use  their  parents'  cards  in 
getting  books  to  take  home,  and  86,955  volumes  were  given  out 
on  blue  cards,  which  are  given  to  children  under  fifteen  whose 
parents  or  teachers  desire  them  to  have  the  privilege  of  taking 
books  home,  or  whom  the  ofiicers  of  the  library  consider  it  well 
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to  give  cards  to.  Large  numbers  of  books  taken  out  by  children 
on  individual  cards  are  used  in  doing  work  laid  out  for  them  in 
school. 

The  gain  in  the  home  use  of  books  belonging  to  the  children's 
department  has  been  small.  In  fact  there  would  have  been  a 
loss  if  the  school  work  had  not  been  transferred  to  the  depart- 
ment These  facts  may  be  readily  accounted  for  by  consider- 
ing the  great  increases  of  preceding  years.  Thus  during  the 
year  before  the  one  now  being  reported  on  the  increase  in  home 
use  over  the  previous  year  was  15,286,  and  in  three  years  had 
been  24,246. 

The  administration  of  affairs  in  the  children's  room  has  been 
vigorous  during  the  past  year,  and  it  is  other  circumstances  and 
not  lack  of  efiSciency  of  management  which  must  be  held  to 
account  for  a  deficiency  in  gain. 

The  chief  librarian  has  been  cautious  about  making  provision 
for  the  youngest  children,  for  fear  that  there  would  be  a  rush 
of  persons,  which  would  interfere  with  the  more  important  work 
which  the  library  has  to  attend  to  for  young  persons.  It  has 
become  apparent,  however,  during  the  past  year  that  room  can 
be  found  for  little  children  and  I  have  consented  to  have  their 
needs  and  wishes  attended  to.  This  policy  will,  among  other 
things,  tend  to  cause  a  larger  use  of  our  rooms  and  add  to  the 
home  circulation.  Some  additional  furniture  adapted  to  the 
little  ones  will  be  needed. 

More  books  are  needed  in  the  children's  department.  Large 
additions  must  of  course  be  made  in  other  departments  every 
year.  Still,  a  constant  supply  of  new  books  is  especially  needed 
in  a  children's  room,  for  they  wear  out  faster  and  grow  earlier 
too  dirty  to  handle  when  used  by  children  than  when  used  by 
older  persons. 

Early  in  the  year  the  librarian  began  to  make  experiments 
in  respect  to  opening  the  children's  rooms  on  Sundays  and  holi- 
days for  the  use  of  books  and  periodicals  on  the  premises.  The 
Board  of  Directors  voted  to  open  the  rooms  and  they  were 
opened  April  2,  for  Sunday  use.  Before  the  vote  of  the  Board, 
the  librarian  had  announced  that  the  room  would  be  open 
Washington's  birthday;  so  that  it  was  open  holidays  beginning 
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with  February  22.  The  plan  has  proved  useful,  and  the  num- 
ber of  persons  coming  to  the  rooms,  naturally  somewhat  small 
in  warm  weather,  is  very  considerable  in  winter.  The  use  will 
grow.  The  expense  is  small  and  the  amount  of  good  done  and 
happiness  conferred  is  large. 

Early  in  the  year  the  teachers  of  several  grades,  below  the 
high  schools,  were  invited  to  come  to  the  library  in  divisions  to 
inspect  the  children's  room  and  become  acquainted  with  the 
children's  librarian.  They  were  addressed  by  the  chief  libra- 
rian on  the  things  to  be  aimed  at  in  carrying  on  school  work  in 
connection  with  a  library  and  by  the  children's  librarian,  who 
made  certain  practical  suggestions  and  showed  them  the  facili- 
ties of  the  children's  room. 

I  have  been  trying  certain  experiments  regarding  influences 
on  children  by  means  of  pictures.  Besides  having  some  really 
good  pictures  framed  and  placed  around  the  children's  room, 
I  have  had  a  frame  made  with  a  movable  back  and  supplied  with 
mats  of  different  sizes  to  use  in  displaying  pictures.  The  plan 
IS,  when  not  showing  pictures  called  for  by  especial  occasions, 
to  exhibit  several  of  the  works  of  a  single  artist  in  succession, 
keeping  a  picture  long  enough  in  sight  to  make  an  impression 
and  hoping  that  some  aesthetically  susceptible  children  may  by 
seeing  the  same  artist's  work,  in  different  manifestations,  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time,  learn  to  distinguish  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  artists.  It  is  intended  also  to  have  the 
children's  librarian  give  talks  about  the  pictures  and  artists. 
We  have  a  collection  of  4,000  fine  photographs.  It  is  the  inten- 
tion, of  course,  only  to  display  masterpieces. 

Just  at  the  close  of  the  year,  I  have  bought  a  few  stereoscopes 
and  slides  enough  to  enable  us  to  study  what  judicious  use  may 
be  made  of  these  appliances  in  library  work,  and  especially  in 
exciting  interest  in  books. 

In  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  a  basso  relievo  by  one  of  the 
Eobbias  be  placed  on  the  walls  of  the  children's  room,  I  should 
like  to  have  it  acted  on,  if  the  Mayor  is  willing  to  approve  an 
expenditure  for  such  a  purpose.  Every  effort  has  been  made 
by  the  children's  librarian  to  make  the  rooms  under  her  charge 
attractive.  One  plan  resorted  to  has  been  to  have  quite  con- 
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stantly  on  exhibition  loan  collections  of  pictures,  objects  in 
natural  history  and  other  interesting  things,  and  to  illustrate 
by  pictures,  or  otherwise,  current  events  and  prevailing  inter- 
ests. 

In  this  connection,  it  may  be  stated  that  a  frame  with  a  mov- 
able back  has  been  provided  for  the  circulating  department,  so 
that  persons  waiting  for  books  may  always  have,  besides  the  per- 
manent decorations  of  the  rooms,  before  their  eyes  some  master- 
piece of  art  while  waiting  for  books. 

i\Iention  has  been  made  of  the  presence  here  by  invitation  of 
teachers.  It  is  intended,  also,  as  soon  as  the  children's  libra- 
rian can  find  time,  to  have  her  go  to  schoolhouses  and  become 
better  acquainted  with  teachers  and  their  needs  and  wishes  re- 
garding work  done  by  them  in  connection  with  the  library. 

Refebengb  Department. 

Worcester  is  conspicuous  among  cities  for  the  large  use  of  its 
public  library  for  purposes  of  reference  and  for  the  sympar 
thetic  and  efficient  aid  which  is  afforded  to  investigators  and 
inquirers  by  a  well-trained  corps  of  assistants  under  an  earnest, 
systematic  and  accomplished  head.  The  use  ot  101,435  volumes, 
besides  those  used  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  during  the  past 
year  is  very  memorable.  More  than  ninety-nine  per  cent  of 
these  books  were  used  for  study  or  serious  purposes. 

Common  uses  are  those  by  classes  and  ladies'  and  debating 
clubs.  There  is  much  sketching  by  mechanics,  by  persons  in- 
terested in  decorations  and  household  ornamentation;  designs 
are  copied  from  books  both  large  and  small.  Specifications  of 
patents  are  constantly  consulted.  A  larger  and  larger  use  is 
made  of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers.  A  large  interest  in 
genealogy  is  always  prevalent.  A  large  amount  of  hard  study 
is  done  here  also. 

The  use  of  our  reading-rooms  for  reference  purposes  and  in 
reading  magazines  and  other  periodicals  is  becoming  so  large 
on  Sundays  and  holida>is,  that  it  has  been  necessary  at  times  to 
give  as  much  room  to  users  as  on  week  days  generally,  and  it 
will  soon,    very  likely,    be  desirable  to  open    both  the    Green 
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library  room  and  the  periodical  room  on  SundayB  and  holidays 
during  the  colder  months. 

The  retinting  of  the  Green  library  and  other  rooma  the  past 
year  has  added  greatly  to  the  enjoyment  of  users  of  the  library. 
The  statue  of  Dr.  Green,  the  principal  founder  of  the  library, 
which  stands  in  the  Green  library  room,  has  been  raised  on  a 
higher  pedestal  for  the  sake  of  preserving  it,  and  of  giving  it  a 
better  position  from  the  standpoint  of  the  observer  and  critic. 

Especial  compliments  have  been  paid  ns  recently  by  students, 
as  frequently  in  past  years,  as  to  the  ease  and  comfort  and  the 
cheerful  and  effective  aid  afforded  to  investigators,  as  compared 
with  what  they  have  found  in  other  large  libraries. 

A  most  gratifying  use  is  made  of  the  medical  library  by  doc- 
tors, medical  students,  nurses  and  advanced  students  as  well  as 
persons  intelligently  interested  in  the  study  of  disease  not  be- 
longing to  these  classes. 

Dblivbet  Stations. 

The  following  table  shows  the  use  of  books  passing  through 
the  delivery  statioiiB: 


BelmoDC 

Graflon  SquBre 

Greendule 

Lnke  VIbw 

New  Worcester , 
QulDslBSDunid . . , 

Tstnuek .^., 
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These  stations,  as  regards  the  number  of  books  circulated, 
stand  in  the  following  order:  Greendale  (with  a  gain  of  451 
volumes),  Quinsigamond  (with  a  loss  of  1,225  volumes).  New 
Worcester,  Lake  View,  South  Worcester,  Tatnuck,  Belmont 
Street,  Grafton  Square.  As  compared  with  previous  years, 
Quinsigamond  and  Greendale  have  changed  places,  as  have  also 
Belmont  Street  and  Grafton  Square.  The  diminution  in  the 
use  of  books  in  Quinsigamond  during  the  past  two  years  is 
large,  and  its  cause  will  have  to  be  searched  for  carefully  and  at 
once.  I  wish  to  second  Miss  Tyler's  suggestion  that  signs  be 
placed  on  the  outside  of  station  buildings  as  well  as  in  the  win- 
dows and  within  the  buildings. 

Use  op  Pictures,  and  Talks  on  Books. 

Besides  the  every-day  use  of  pictorial  matter,  the  following 
exhibitions  have  been  held: — 

Carbon  photographs  illustrating  the  Flemish  school  of  art, 
Hegger's  large  photographs  of  the  cathedrals  and  some  other 
important  buildings,  Moran's  Yellowstone  National  Park, 
Rinehart's  North  American  Indians,  Hough's  and  Bradley's 
Specimens  of  native  woods,  and  colored  plates  illustrating  cos- 
tumes of  the  last  300  years. 

Early  in  the  year,  we  had  an  exhibition  of  books  for  the  blind. 
A  number  of  books  was  selected  from  our  collection,  printed  in 
different  types,  and  representatives  of  the  blind  came,  some  one 
day  and  some  another,  to  show  the  public  how  they  read  the 
books.  They  also  brought  slates  for  writing.  We  have  lately 
had  a  considerable  addition  to  our  collection  in  line  type  from 
the  institution  for  the  blind  at  South  Boston.  We  are  indebted 
to  Miss  Harriet  Lawrence  for  making  during  the  year  manu- 
script lists  of  books  for  the  blind  in  the  library.  The  exhibi- 
tion excited  wide  interest  in  the  community.  The  blind  were 
gratified  by  it,  and  it  awakened  a  lively  interest  in  their  plans 
for  getting  a  living  and  for  improvement  in  attainments. 

The  exhibitions  for  the  year  closed  with  one  showing  the 
appliances  and  processes  of  binding.  The  material  was  lent  to 
us  by  the  Free  Public  Library  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  it  had 


FREE    FUBUG    UBRABT.  19 

been  collected  for  display.  We  secured  services  of  our  own  bin- 
der and  his  assistants  to  conduct  processes  of  binding  during  the 
exhibition.  Our  rooms  are  admirably  adapted  for  such  an  ex- 
hibition, and  the  entertainment  and  instruction  given  by  it  were 
highly  appreciated  by  the  people  of  Worcester  and  surrounding 
towns. 

Mr.  John  G.  Hey  wood  gave  his  lecture  on  St.  Peter's  Church, 
to  a  large  and  much  interested  audience  in  our  art  rooms. 

Three  talks  on  books  have  been  given  during  the  year.  Mr. 
Joseph  Jackson  spoke  in  an  interesting  manner  and  out  of  his 
full  knowledge  of  books  upon  botany,  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Parker 
gave  an  instructive  talk  about  the  books  in  the  library  on  birds. 
The  librarian,  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Green,  described  the  sources  of 
information  regarding  Alaska,  and,  with  the  aid  of  a  large  wall 
map,  a  recent  visit  to  that  part  of  our  country. 

Cataloguing. 

The  final  supervision  of  the  cards  has  been  made  for  most  of 
the  past  year  by  the  assistant  librarian,  Mr.  Shaw.  Numerous 
little  changes  in  the  catalogue  and  additions  to  it,  which  needed 
to  be  made,  but  which  had  to  be  deferred  until  the  completion 
of  the  great  work,  recently  finished,  of  the  revision  of  the  card 
catalogue,  have  been  continued  the  past  year,  and  have  now 
been  almost  whoUv  attended  to. 

A  new  catalogue  case,  which  it  was  stated  in  the  last  report 
was  much  needed,  has  been  bought  and  will  soon  be  in  place. 

The  library  has  begun  to  annotate  its  monthly  list  of  additions 
more  fully  than  hitherto.  An  findinjjr-list  of  the  books  of  music 
and  of  books  about  music  and  composers  is  now  passing  through 
the  press.  A  finding-list  of  fiction  should,  without  fail,  be 
printed  the  present  year.  Next  year  it  will  be  important  to 
issue  a  printed  list  of  additions  to  the  circulating  department, 
and  children's  room,  since  July  1,  1900.  The  last  list  printed 
covered  the  period  from  Jan.  1,  1896,  to  July  1,  1900.  Lists  of 
books  on  topics  of  especial  interest  should  be  issued  for  the 
children 's  department  the  present  year. 


20  public  document — no.  x. 

Assistants. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  my  a.ssistants  for  the  intelligent  and 
faithful  service  which  they  have  rendered. 

Mr.  Robert  Kendall  Shaw,  the  assistant  librarian,  began  ser- 
vice, February  8. 

Miss  W.  A.  Herron  resigned  her  position  as  chief  cataloguer 
early  in  the  year.  She  was  succeeded,  for  the  time  being,  by 
Miss  M.  E.  Spafford,  who  will  probably  remain  until  the  last 
of  next  January,  when  it  is  expected  that  she  will  be  followed 
by  Miss  Clara  W.  Bragg. 

Miss  A.  W.  Chase  withdrew  from  the  reference  department 
in  the  autumn,  and  Miss  H.  G.  Robinson,  from  tlie  eligible  list 
for  senior  assistants  formed  after  the  examinations,  has  taken 
her  place.  Miss  H.  G.  O'Malley  resigned  her  position  in  the 
children's  department  in  order  to  go  to  Smith  College.  Miss 
Ethel  M.  Turner  from  the  eligible  list  of  junior  assistants  has 
taken  her  place. 

Miss  Cameron,  the  children's  librarian,  calls  for  another 
assistant,  in  order  that  she  may  have  time  to  oversee  all  the 
work  of  her  department,  be  able  to  mingle  more  freely  with  the 
users  of  her  room,  and  do  other  work  which  it  is  desirable  for 
the  head  of  the  department  to  do.  The  request  seems  reasonable. 
Another  junior  assistant  is  needed  to  learn  how  to  catalogue 
and  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  the  librarian  and  assistant  librarian, 
and  do  other  work.  We  have  just  dispensed  with  the  services 
of  an  assistant  cataloguer,  and  the  amount  of  her  salary  will 
almost  pay  for  the  compensation  the  current  year  of  the  two 
new  assistants. 

Gifts. 

A  list  of  the  principal  gifts  of  the  past  year  is  appended  to 
this  report.  We  are  especially  grateful  for  the  assistance  ren- 
dered to  the  citizens  of  Worcester,  by  other  libraries,  in  lending 
us  books  for  their  use. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Examinations  for  senior  and  junior  assistants  were  held  Octo- 
ber 2.  These  are  the  first  which  have  been  held.  It  is  believed 
that  the  examinations  will  make  it  perfectly  clear  to  the  public 
that  everybody  has  a  fair  chance  of  getting  a  position  in  the 
library.  No  favor  is  shown;  merit  alone  prevails.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  a  corps  of  assistants  of  more  than  ordinary  attain- 
ments will  be  eventually  secured  as  the  result  of  examinations. 

The  results  of  an  examination  made  this  year  seem  to  show 
that  the  percentage  of  prose  fiction  used  (when  all  departments 
are  considered)    is  less  than  52. 

It  seems  desirable  to  introduce  into  the  circulating  depart- 
ment a  new  charging  system.  It  is  believed  that  by  the  sys- 
tem selected  users  of  the  library  can  be  served  more  quickly 
than  under  the  existing  plan.  An  item  of  $500  has  been  put 
in  the  estimates  to  cover  the  cost  of  making  the  change. 

Librarian's  Account. 

Following  is  my  account  for  the  money  received  for  fines,  etc., 
properly  vouched  by  the  Finance  Committee: 

City  op  Worcester. 
Free  Public  Library,  Dec.  1,  1905. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel 
S.  Green,  librarian,  from  December  1,  1904,  the  date  of  the  last 
settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  librarian's  hands,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1904,  $96  52 
Received  for  fines,  1,042  34 
Received  for  copies  of  catalogues,  14  20 
Received  for  books  injured  and  lost,  13  47 
Deposits,  19  00 
Subscriptions  refunded  and  discount  on  books,  7  25 
Insurance  premium  returned,  3  51 
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Use  of  telephone,  73 

Miscellaneous  receipts,  10  65 


$1,207  67 


Deposits  returned,  $22  00 

Lost  books  afterwards  found,  1  25 

Paid  Mr.  P.  W.  White,  city  treasurer,  1,093  78 

Balance  in  librarian's  hands,  December  1, 

1905,  90  64 


$1,207  67 

JOHN  M.  RUSSELL, 
THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 
Members  of  Finance  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian . 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

The  Committee  on  the  Building  has  done  an  unusual  amount 
of  work  the  past  year. 

Commodious  toilet  rooms  have  been  provided  for  the  children's 
department,  containing  separate  accommodations  for  girls  and 
boys. 

A  large  amount  of  tinting  has  been  done  on  walls  in  different 
portions  of  the  library  buildings  and  several  radiators  have 
been  removed  from  places  where  they  were  not  needed  and  set 
up  in  the  large  reading-room  for  newspapers. 

A  rest  room  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  assistants  in  the  circu- 
lating and  children's  departments  and  numerous  small  pieces  of 
work  have  been  attended  to. 

Proper  attention  has  been  paid  to  lighting  and  ventilation. 
Dr.  Gage  has  continued  to  care  for  the  grounds  on  the  west  and 
south  sides  of  the  building. 

The  usual  estimates  for  coal,  gas  and  electric  lights  the  cur- 
rent year  have  been  prepared. 

It  will  be  nccessar\'  the  present  year  to  renew  several  floors 
at  an  estimated  expense  of  $500.  An  appropriation  will  be 
asked  for  this  purpose  and  also  $2,500,  for  doing  certain  fire- 
proofing  in  the  buildings  and  for  working  over  the  system  of  (»lec- 
tric  wiring  in  use  so  as  to  bring  it  up  to  the  requiremr»nts  of 
to-day  and  to  provide  electric  lights  in  portions  of  the  library 
buildings  not  hitherto  provided  with  them. 

SANFORD  C.  KENDALL, 
EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 
ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN, 

Building  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 

FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

The  Committee  on  Finance  has,  during  the  past  year,  dis- 
charged the  ordinary  functions  of  its  office,  including  the  exam- 
ination and  approval  of  bills  and  care  that  a  proper  amount  of 
insurance  is  carried  on  the  library  property.  During  the  year, 
additional  insurance  to  the  amount  of  $2000  has  been  placed 
upon  the  books  of  the  reference  library,  and  $500  additional 
upon  the  new  building.  This  has  been  placed  in  the  Royal  In- 
surance Company  of  Liverpool. 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
appropriation  received  from  the  city,  and  expenditures  there- 
from, and  also  relative  to  the  Green  library,  reading  room,  libra- 
rian and  Henry  W.  Bro\\Ti  funds,  for  the  year  ending  November 
30,  1905. 

The  city  appropriation  for  the  past  year  was  $37,000,  the 
amount  received  from  dog  licenses,  etc.,  $6,386.15,  and  from  fines, 
sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $1,093.78,  and  U)  this  should  be  added 
$29.91,  the  amount  spent  from  the  income  of  the  Green  library 
fund,  used  for  the  purchasing  of  books  which  had  already  been 
bought  from  the  city  appropriation,  making  with  the  balance 
of  $3.99  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  total  of  $44,513.83. 

The  expenditures  aggregated  $44,447.78.  The  unexpended 
balance  is  $66.05. 

The  Green  Library  Fund  now  amounts  to  $54,272.90,  an  in- 
crease of  $923.13  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian  Fund  is  now  $7,130.22,  an  in- 
crease of  $299.30. 

The  Henry  W.  Brown  Fund  amounts  to  $121.63. 

The  report  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  treasurer  of  the  Reading 
Room  Fund  is  appended  to  this  report,  and  in  that  report  the 
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railroad  stocks  owned  by  the  fund  are,  according  to  custom,  re- 
corded at  par  value. 

The  committee  has  examined  the  securities  of  the  Green 
Library,  Librarian,  Reading  Boom  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  they  correspond  with  the 
schedule,  and  the  treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited  and 
found  to  be  correct. 

The  account  with  the  librarian  has  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  committee  has  carefully  considered  the  needs  of  the 
library  for  the  coming  year  and  will  report  to  you  an  estimate 
of  the  necessary  expenditures.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
city  government  will  see  its  way  clear  to  make  a  moderate  in- 
crease in  the  annual  appropriation  in  accordance  with  the  needs 
expressed  in  other  reports. 

THOMAS  J.  BARRETT, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
JOHN  M.  RUSSELL, 

Finance  Committee, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

For  several  years  after  the  foundation  of  the  library  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  made  an  elaborate  annual  report 

Of  late  years  this  course  has  seemed  impracticable.  The  com- 
mittee now  follows  the  custom  of  other  large  libraries  in  refer- 
ring inquirers  to  the  report  of  the  librarian  for  the  details 
of  the  work  carried  on  under  its  supervision. 

In  a  general  way  the  committee  has  aimed  to  attend  to  the 
duties  delegated  to  it.  It  has  examined  the  lists  of  books  pre- 
sented by  the  librarian  for  purchase.  It  has  assured  itself  that 
the  books  and  other  property  of  the  library  have  been  well 
cared  for. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  library  required  by  the  rules 
of  the  board  has  been  conducted  by  the  librarian  and  his  as- 
sistants, and  the  results  of  it  may  be  studied  in  the  tables  added 
to  the  report  of  the  librarian. 

The  library  now  has  on  its  shelves  153,176  volumes.  It  would 
increase  still  more  rapidly  than  it  does  were  not  the  wear  and 
tear  in  its  use  so  great  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  put  out  of  the 
library  a  large  number  of  volumes  every  year.  The  number 
condemned  as  unfit  for  further  service  the  past  year  is  1104. 

The  great  use  of  the  library  makes  it  necessary  to  add  liber- 
ally to  our  collection  of  books,  and  it  is  important,  therefore, 
that  money  suflScient  for  added  purchases  should  be  placed  at 
our  disposal. 

Mr.  Robert  K.  Shaw  began  his  services  as  assistant  librarian 
Feb.  8.  His  genuine  courtesy  and  his  knowledge  and  ac- 
complishments have  been  generally  noticed  and  appreciated. 

The  conmiittee  wishes  to  emphasize  the  statement  of  the 
librarian   that  a  finding  list  of  fiction  should  be  issued  the 
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present  year,  and  to  call  attention  to  the  finding  list  of  music 
and  books  about  music  and  composers  now  going  through  the 
press. 

WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 
FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
G.  E.  WIRE, 

EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 
F.  M.  HEATH, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


KEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READING  ROOM. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

No  record  has  been  kept  of  the  number  of  persons  who  have 
used  the  reading-rooms  during  the  past  year,  excepting  on  Sun- 
days and  holidays.  The  use  on  those  days  shows  a  considerable 
increase.  That  on  other  days  has  evidently  been  large ;  it  would 
have  been  even  larger  if  this  were  not  a  period  of  prosperity  in 
which  most  persons  are  at  work. 

Appended  to  the  report  are  lists  of  periodicals  added  by  sub- 
scription to  the  list  taken  in  the  rooms  and  of  gifts. 
•     The  total  number  of  periodicals  available  for  use  is  587,  as 
compared  with  572  a  year  ago. 

Good  order  has  been  preserved  in  the  rooms.  The  comfort  of 
users  of  the  newspaper  reading-room  and  of  attendants  has  been 
much  increased  by  placing  more  steam  radiators  in  the  room. 
Care  has  been  taken  to  meet  new  wants  as  they  arise  and  see  per- 
sons interested  in  other  places  are  supplied  with  such  journals  as 
they  need.  The  reading-rooms  are  in  a  prosperous  condition 
and  the  attendance  is  belived  to  be  satisfactory. 

JOHNF.  O'CONNOR, 
M.  J.  WHITTALL, 
ALEXANDER  BELISLE, 

Committee  on  the  Beading  Boom, 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN 


To  Samuel  8.  Oreen,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Since  my  coming  to  the  library  in  February  last,  I  have  been 
occupied  with  a  variety  of  duties.  One  of  the  most  important 
has  been  in  connection  with  the  recent  examinations,  held  Oct 
21st.  Early  in  September,  I  assisted  in  preparing,  with  the 
librarian's  co-operation,  a  set  of  examination  questions  for  ju- 
nior and  senior  candidates,  in  the  following  subjects:  general 
history,  general  literature,  general  information  (including  trans- 
lation from  foreign  languages),  and  library  science.  The  pa- 
pers, after  being  approved  by  the  Library  Committee,  were 
printed  in  an  edition  of  one  hundred  copies;  they  may,  there- 
fore, be  kept  for  future  reference  here,  and  for  the  possible 
guidance  of  others  who  may  be  placed  in  a  position  like  ours. 
To  the  public  libraries  of  Boston  and  Brooklyn,  the  Drexel 
Institute  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  State  Library  at  Albany,  I 
am  indebted  for  valuable  suggestions  on  this  matter  of  examina- 
tions, and  should  be  glad  if  our  papers  might  be  of  some  ser- 
vice to  other  libraries. 

On  the  appointed  day,  twenty-one  candidates  (eight  seniors 
and  thirteen  juniors)  presented  themselves.  They  underwent 
an  oral  and  written  examination,  the  former  being  conducted 
personally  by  the  Library  Committee.  Everything  went  off 
smoothly  and  without  delay  during  the  examinations.  The 
papers  were  all  corrected  and  the  results  tabulated  for  the  com- 
mittee within  the  following  week.  After  the  oral  and  written 
marks  had  been  averaged,  the  namesi  of  seven  seniors  and  five 
juniors  were  placed  upon  the  eligible  list  The  second  candi- 
date in  each  grade  is  now  serving  in  the  library,  the  first  in 
either  case  having  declined  appointment 

The  supervision  of  the  catalogue  department  has  also  occu- 
pied much  of  my  time.     The  matter  of  securing  consistency  (as 
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well  as  accuracy)  in  catalogue  headings  and  other  forms  i& 
always  difficult,  but  made  more  feasible  of  attainment  if  watched 
closely  and  regularly  by  a  single  person.  I  hope  that  as  long 
as  I  am  in  the  library,  I  may  be  able  to  give  at  least  a  little 
time  to  this  important  branch  of  library  work. 

The  great  work  of  the  revision  of  the  catalogue,  which  has 
been  in  progress  for  many  years,  is  now  nearly  completed,  only 
a  comparatively  small  number  of  cards,  chiefly  for  religious 
books,  remaining  unrevised.  These  old  cards  were  made  long 
ago,  and  have  become  soiled  and  yellow  from  much  handling, 
and  from  age,  besides  being  sometimes  hastily  written,  and  in  a 
form  far  from  harmonious  with  our  present  practice.  Their  final 
disappearance  from  the  catalogue  will  be  a  welcome  relief.  This 
good  progress  in  revision  has  enabled  us  to  dispense  with  one 
regular  assistant  in  the  catalogue  room.  The  printed  cards 
from  the  Library  of  Congress  continue  to  be  of  great  service, 
and  we  are  making  our  own  written  cards  conform  to  them  as 
far  as  possible. 

A  feature  by  which  a  library  may  become  widely  and  favor- 
ably known,  especially  among  outside  librarians,  is  its  bulletin. 
A  carefully  prepared  monthly  list  of  its  additions,  judiciously 
annotated,  and  containing,  now  and  then,  timely  lists  for  special 
reading,  and  other  relevant  matters,  can  prove,  in  my  opinion, 
an  essential  factor  in  raising  the  reputation  of  the  library  among 
outsiders,  especially  librarians.  As  head  of  a  smaller  library, 
I  always  took  keen  interest  in  the  arrival  of  bulletins  from 
Brookline,  Cambridge,  Pitchburg,  Haverhill  and  other  neigh- 
boring cities.  I  was  always  glad  to  look  through  their  book- 
lists to  compare  them  with  my  own,  and  am  convinced  that 
librarians  as  a  rule  are  in  the  habit  of  giving  attention  to  the 
bulletin  question,  and  mentally  award  a  higher  place  to  those 
whose  bulletins  are  especially  commendable.  I  shall  always  be 
glad  to  iLse  my  best  efforts  towards  making  ours  a  first-class 
bulletin. 

The  music  finding-list,  which  is  now  in  the  press,  has  been 
a  very  considerable  task.  The  aim  of  this  list  is  to  include  all 
the  material  in  all  departments  of  the  library,  classified  upon 
the  shelves  as  music.     It  will  be  divided  under  numerous  head- 
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ings,  such  as :  general  works,  philosophy,  theories,  addresses  and 
essays,  periodicals,  history,  opera,  oratorio,  symphony,  war-songs, 
cradle-songs,  negro-songs  and  many  others,  aggregating  about 
forty,  all  told.  In  order  that  the  whole  work  of  any  given  com- 
poser or  writer  may  be  easily  found  in  this  somewhat  closely 
classified  arrangement,  ^p.  author  index  will'  be  added,  including 
titles  of  operas,  etc.,  for  which  a  searcher  might  naturally  look. 
Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  this  list  will  be 
issued  in  an  edition  of  one  thousand  copies.  I  have  personally 
examined  nearly  every  book  which  will  be  represented  among 
the  1,500  entries,  and  have  taken  pains  to  add  notes  when  the 
titles  gave  insufScient  information. 

During  July  and  a  part  of  August,  in  the  librarian's  absence, 
I  remained  in  general  charge  of  the  library.  Beyond  an  un- 
successful attempt  to  break  into  the  upper  building  on  the  night 
of  July  17th,  nothing  of  an  unusual  character  took  place.  The 
work  of  all  the  departments  was  light,  as  is  customary  for  that 
season.  In  the  absence  of  the  head  cataloguer,  I  had  myself  to 
push  the  work  of  catalogue  revision  as  fast  as  I  could.  Assist- 
ants took  their  vacations  chiefly  in  July  and  August,  in  such 
manner  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  efl&ciency  of  the  library 
service  as  a  whole. 

In  the  spring,  I  made  a  tour  of  the  delivery  stations.  The 
keepers  all  appeared  to  be  doing  their  work  honestly,  and  with 
as  much  zeal  as  can  reasonably  be  expected  from  persons  with 
whom  our  work  must  always  be  a  decidedly  minor  interest.  In 
some  cases  I  tried  to  find  better  places  for  their  permanent  book 
deposits,  and  urged  them  always  to  keep  their  signs  conspicu- 
ously displayed.  At  Quinsigamond,  a  request  was  made  for 
more  books  in  Swedish ;  at  Grafton  Square,  for  those  in  Italian ; 
at  Lake  View  and  Tatnuck  the  keepers  asked  for  more  frequent 
changes  of  their  regular  deposits.  These  matters  I  reported  to 
the  librarian,  and  conferred  with  him  for  arranging  compliance 
with  their  requests.  Personal  visits  must  be  an  encouragement 
to  these  persons,  and  I  trust  that  before  long  Miss  Tyler  or  I 
may  find  time  to  visit  them  again.  A  new  and  complete  printed 
finding-list  of  fiction  would  also  tend  to  increase  interest  and 
circulation  at  the  delivery  stations. 
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Two  weeks  before  the  last  music  festival,  I  suggested  to  SGss 
Tyler  the  plan  of  displaying  conspicuously,  in  the  waiting  room 
of  the  circulating  department,  a  selection  of  books  on  music, 
with  special  reference  to  the  composers  represented  on  the  fes- 
tival programs.  The  plan  proved  successful,  and  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  some  of  the  more  modem  and  attractive  literature  on 
''Russia  and  Japan,''  "Irving  and  the  stage,''  "Norway  and 
Sweden"  and  "Christmas,  with  Christ  in  art." 

At  the  request  of  the  President  of  the  Board,  and  other  di- 
rectors, I  have  spent  some  time  in  the  compilation  of  library 
statistics,  chiefly  relative  to  the  financial  status  and  circulation 
of  our  library,  as  compared  with  those  of  other  cities.  The 
preparation  of  statistical  tables  for  the  annual  report  has  also 
been,  to  a  considerable  extent,  my  duty. 

I  have  made  daily  rounds  of  the  buildings  with  a  view  to  gen- 
eral oversight  of  the  various  departments,  and  to  the  comfort  of 
our  patrons  as  regards  service,  heat,  light  and  the  ventilation 
of  buildings.  I  have  sought  to  draw  suggestions  of  improve- 
ments from  the  heads  of  departmen4s,  and  others,  having,  in  turn, 
given  counsel  or  direction  as  seemed  desirable.  I  have  also  in- 
spected, from  time  to  time,  the  fire  apparatus  of  the  building, 
and  have  assured  myself  many  times  that  the  stand-pipe  was 
full;  I  have,  in  fine,  tried  to  make  myself  serviceable  to  the 
librarian   in  as  many  ways  as  I  could. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  KENDALL  SHAW, 

Assistant  Librarian. 


BEPORT  ON  CATALOGUING,  1904-1905. 


The  work  of  the  cataloguing  department  has  progressed  stead- 
ily in  two  directions:  current  books  and  revision.  With  the 
former  every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  promptness  in  their 
passage  through  the  cataloguing  room,  special  pains  being  taken 
with  books  for  which  patrons  of  the  library  are  known  to  be 
waiting.  The  admirable  printed  cards  from  the  Library  of 
Congress  have  been  a  great  aid  to  us  in  this  respect  The  work 
of  revision  has  now  progressed  so  far  that  comparatively  few  of 
the  old  cards  now  remain  in  the  catalogue.  These  are  chiefly 
for  books  on  religion,  and  may  all  be  disposed  of  during  the 
coming  year.  The  assistant  librarian  has  kept  an  oversight  of 
the  cataloguing  work  in  general,  and  has  spent  considerable 
time  in  trying  to  keep  it  uniform  and  systematic. 

The  monthly  bulletin  has  been  issued  regularly,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  August  and  September.  The  annotations  added  to 
later  numbers  should  increase  their  usefulness,  and  the  larger 
edition  of  750  copies  should  supply  every  one  who  cares  to  own 
it  regularly.  The  finding-list  on  music,  which  will  comprise  all 
the  material  in  the  library  classified  under  this  subject,  is  now 
in  the  press.  It  will  be  classified  under  several  sub-heads,  and 
furnished  with  an  author  and  title  index.  A  complete  fiction 
list  should  be  issued  as  early  as  possible  next  year. 

A  new  catalogue  case,  rendered  necessary  by  rapidly  increas- 
ing new  cards,  has  been  ordered,  and  should  provide  for  the 
needs  of  the  general  catalogue  for  several  years. 

In  April  the  head  cataloguer  resigned,  and  her  successor  is 
to  leave  at  the  end  of  December.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next 
incumbent,  if  her  work  is  satisfactory,  may  be  induced  to  stay 
for  a  term  of  years ;  it  is  always  a  question  of  months  to  famil- 
iarize a  new  person  to  this  work.  The  library  has  dispensed 
with  one  regular  assistant  in  this  department 

K.  K  SHAW, 
Assistant  Librarian. 

Since  the  submission  of  the  above  report  the  Directors  have  secured  the  services  of 
Miss  Clara  W.  Bracrir.  under  whose  supervision  an  entire  reorganization  of  the  depart- 
ment has  taken  place. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHILDREN'S  LIBRA- 
RIAN. 


To  Samuel  S.  Oreen,  Librarian;  Dr.  Thomas  J.  Barrett,  Pren- 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

The  statistics  of  the  children's  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  1,  1903,  show  an  increase  in  circulation  of  990  yolumes, 
the  total  number  of  volumes  lent  for  home  use  being  86,955. 
The  increase  in  the  number  of  volumes  used  in  the  room  for  ref- 
erence work  is  369  volumes,  the  total  number  being  1978.  The 
number  of  new  names  registered  during  the  year  is  3013,  which 
is  325  less  than  last  year,  due  in  part  to  the  large  number  of  new 
signers  taken  at  the  public  schools  during  October  and  Novem- 
ber of  1904.  The  use  of  stronger  paper  in  rebinding  books  and 
of  more  careful  mending  has  cut  down  the  list  of  books 
destroyed  to  269  less  than  last  year,  the  whole  number  for  the 
pa.st  year  being  661.  The  use  of  the  room  on  Sundaj^  and  holi- 
days has  am[)ly  justified  its  being  open  then.  Since  Feb.  22  the 
room  has  been  open  as  a  reading-room  on  holidays  from  9  a.m. 
to  8  p.m.,  and  since  April  2  on  Sundays  from  2  p.m.  to  6  p.m., 
only  one  of  the  assistants  being  present  and  having  entire 
charge.  The  total  number  of  attendance  on  holidays  is  401 
children,  and  on  Sundays  1704  children.  Even  the  stormiest 
Sunday  afternoon  has  seen  at  least  thirty-two  boys  and  gfirls 
here,  all  quietly  reading  or  looking  at  the  picture  bulletin  boards 
about  the  room.  ^luch  credit  is  due  Miss  Murray,  who  has 
charge  of  the  room  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  for  the  quiet, 
homelike  atmosphere  prevailing,  and  the  helpful  attention  each 
individual  child  receives, — two  impossibilities  during  the  busy 
hours  of  the  week. 

The  appearance  of  the  children's  room  has  been  much  im- 
proved during  the  past  year  by  the  retinting  of  the  walls  and 
the  addition  of   a  picture-moulding;   by  taking  away  the   oak 
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panelling  from  the  head  of  the  stairs,  and  by  removing  the 
book-stacks  from  the  centre  of  the  floor  in  the  back  of  the  room. 
Burlap  has  been  used  eflfectively  to  cover  an  objectionable  eleva- 
tor shaft,  and  to  hide  empty  book-shelves.  It  makes  a  very 
good  background  for  picture  bulletin  boards,  which  aim  to  be 
instructive  as  well  as  decorative.  A  large  photograph  of  **The 
Mosque  at  Cordova"  was  hung  in  the  room  in  April,  and  also  a 
picture  frame  with  a  movable  back,  so  that  the  same  frame  may 
be  used  for  a  new  picture  every  month.  Lists  of  books  suitable 
to  everj"^  grade  and  for  the  holidays  are  bound  in  attractive 
covers  and  kept  on  the  tables  for  the  use  of  the  children.  These 
are  found  to  be  as  helpful  to  the  teachers  as  to  the  children.  On 
a  separate  table  are  books  noted  in  the  list,  and  also  new  books, 
so  that  the  children  may  see  them  more  easily.  There  has 
been  a  marked  improvement  in  the  condition  of  faces  and  hands 
since  the  spring,  the  percentage  of  clean  ones  having  decidedly 
risen,  owing  to  the  two  toilet  rooms  with  washing  facilities  then 
added  to  the  department.  Through  a  series  of  informal  talks 
by  the  children's  librarian  to  the  grade  teachers  of  the  public 
schools,  closer  co-operation  and  mutual  helpfulness  has  been 
secured,  the  good  result  being  apparent  in  the  increasing  use  of 
the  room  and  of  its  facilities  by  the  teachers  themselves  as  well 
as  their  pupils. 

The  constant  use  by  the  assistants  of  the  department  of  the 
attractive  rest  room,  provided  for  them  and  for  the  circulating 
department,  shows  their  sincere  appreciation  of  this  kindness 
and  forethought.  The  assistants  of  the  two  departments  are 
brought  into  closer  relation  with  each  other,  and  through  the 
** Library  Journal,"  a  copy  of  which  is  always  on  the  table  in 
the  rest  room,  they  are  kept  in  touch  with  the  library  world  in 
general. 

The  children 's  librarian  wishes  to  make  a  strong  plea  for  more 
books.  Roughly  speaking,  there  are  now  about  8,000  volumes 
in  this  department,  and  of  these  about  1,000  were  added  by  pur- 
chase during  the  past  year, — ^yet  from  this  room  the  circulation 
was  86,955.  This  does  not  include  books  sent  to  public  schools, 
Sunday  schools,  boys'  clubs,  and  so  forth,  which  were  sent 
through  the  circulating  department  last  year,  but  drawn  from 
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these  shelves.  Children  become  more  easily  discouraged  than 
their  elders,  and  when  repeatedly  refused  a  book  their  teacher 
expects  them  to  read,  because  we  have  no  copy  on  the  shelves, 
no  amount  of  substitutes  or  beguiling  story-books  will  appease 
them,  and  they  refuse  to  use  the  library  again.  In  order  to 
carry  on  the  school  work  satisfactorily  and  not  drain  the  library 
shelves,  a  separate  supply  of  books  for  the  schools  should  be 
bought.  Travelling  cases  in  which  to  send  books  to  the  schools 
should  also  be  provided,  and  would  in  time  pay  for  themselves 
through  the  wear  and  tear  they  would  save  the  books. 

May  we  suggest  that  an  appropriation  be  made  to  cover  the 
expense  of  having  printed  lists  of  books  on  subjects  often  called 
for,  by  children  and  teachers,  such  as  Christmas  books,  Washing- 
ton, summer  reading,  etc.  Also  that  a  new  catalogue  of  the  ju- 
venile books  be  printed,  the  only  one  in  use  being  dated  1903. 
The  number  of  younger  children  who  use  the  library  is  growing 
rapidly,  and  a  kindergarten  table  and  chairs  are  badly  needed 
for  their  use,  as  well  as  a  book-case  for  picture  books.  The  aj)- 
pearance  of  the  room  would  be  much  improved  by  the  addition 
of  a  plaster  cast  of  della  Robbia's  ** Singing  Boys"  and  two  or 
three  pictures. 

The  children's  librarian  asked  in  the  estimates  which  she  sent 
in,  for  an  additional  permanent  assistant,  that  she  may  have 
j  time  to  oversee  personally  all  of  the  work  and  the  children  dur- 

j  ing  the  busy  hours  of  the  day,  and  to  train  the  new  signers  in 

!  the  use  of  the  room, — all  of  which  is  now  impossible. 

j  Appended  is  the  statistical  report  of  the  year's  work. 


JESSIE  CAMERON, 
Children's  Librarian, 


REPORT  OF  THE  CIRCULATING 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Mr,  Samuel  8,  Oreen,  Librarian,  for  the  Directors  of  the 
Free  Public  Library. 

The  circulating  department  has  heen  well  patronized  during 
the  past  year,  although  the  statistics  show  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  books  circulated.  This  may  be  owing  in  part  to  the  pros- 
perous condition  of  business  affairs  in  the  city.  People  who  are 
absorbed  in  their  daily  occupations  have  less  time  for  reading 
than  when  unemployed. 

The  school  work  having  been  transferred  from  this  department 
to  the  children's,  will  make  great  difference  in  our  circulation. 
The  effects  have  not  been  very  apparent  yet,  as  only  two  months 
have  passed  since  the  change  was  made. 

The  circulation  through  the  eight  delivery  stations  is  also  less 
than  during  the  previous  year.  While  some  stations  show  an 
increase,  others  have  fallen  off,  making  the  total  less.  This  de- 
crease may  be  attributed  to  the  same  cause  as  that  given  for  the 
main  library,  with  the  added  reason  that  people  who  take  books 
through  the  stations  have  no  opportunity  for  consulting  a  com- 
plete catalogue.  A  full  finding  list  of  fiction  would  be  a  great 
help  in  this  work  as  well  as  in  the  main  library.  The  practice 
of  keeping  a  small  collection  of  interesting  books  at  each  station, 
is  still  kept  up,  and  they  are  exchanged  as  often  as  desired.  I 
would  suggest  that  permanent  signs  be  placed  on  or  near  the 
buildings  used  for  station  work.  They  would  indicate  to  the 
newcomers,  and  others  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  such  stations 
exist. 

Although  no  record  has  been  kept  of  persons  visiting  our 
stacks  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  books  on  particular  subjects, 
we  notice  an  increase  of  requests  for  this  privileige.  It  has  en- 
abled many  people  to  find  just  the  material  for  which  they  were 
looking. 


I 

1 
I 
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Since  September,  a  table  filled  with  books  on  special  subjects 
has  been  kept  in  the  waiting-room.  During  festival  week  there 
were  books  on  music  especially  adapted  to  the  festival  work. 
Liater,  books  on  Japan  and  Russia  were  selected;  then,  those 
upon  Norway  and  Sweden.  We  have  found  this  a  very  good 
way  to  draw  attention  to  the  best  books  that  we  have,  on  topics 
of  timely  interest 

After  the  practical  needs  of  this  department  have  been  at- 
tended to,  such  as  laying  new  floors  in  the  basements,  electric 
lighting,  etc.,  I  hope  that  it  may  be  possible  to  adorn  our  walls 
with  good  pictures.  A  small  beginning  has  been  made  in  this 
direction,  and  it  has  already  received  many  expressions  of  aj)- 
preciation  from  our  patrons. 

Many  thanks  are  due  to  the  Directors  for  so  thoughtfully 
providing  a  comfortable  rest  room  for  us.  It  has  been  of  great 
use  and  pleasure  to  all,  and  thoroughly  appreciated. 

•Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  E.  TYLER, 
Circulating  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  REFERENCE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samuel  S.  Chreen,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  close  of  this  year  shows  an  increase  in  additions  of  2,413 
volumes,  divided  as  follows:  by  purchase,  Green,  reference  de- 
partment, 1,033,  binding  periodicals  663,  gifts,  717.  The  num- 
ber of  volumes  used  in  the  building  was  99,457  against  98,128 
of  last  year — this,  of  course,  does  not  include  the  use  of  books 
found  on  the  shelves  of  the  Green  reference  room.  Three  hun- 
dred eighty-eight  pamphlets  also  have  been  added. 

We  have  had  six  exhibitions  during  the  year,  which  have 
proved  popular  and  instructive:  they  were  (1)  Books  for  the 
blind,  (2)  Carbon  photographs  of  the  Flemish  school  of  art, 
(3)  Hegger's  large  photographs  of  cathedrals  of  the  world,  (4) 
Hough's  and  Bradley's  Specimens  of  native  woods,  Moran's 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  Rhinehart's  North  American  In- 
dians, (5)  Colored  plates  illustrating  costumes  during  the  last 
300  years,  (6)  The  Newark  Bindery  exhibit  Three  interesting 
talks  on  books  have  been  given :  one  on  botany  by  Mr.  Jackson, 
another  by  Mr.  Parker  on  birds,  and  Mr.  Green  gave  one  on 
Alaska.  Mr.  Heywood  gave  his  illustrated  lecture  on  St  Peter's 
to  an  audience  of  150  persons.  Classes  and  clubs  have  met 
here  as  usual  to  use  our  books  and  especially  finely  illustrated 
material  that  cannot  be  taken  from  the  library,  such  as  the 
Kelmscott  Press  publications,  Binion's  Art  of  Egypt,  large 
photographs  on  architecture,  etc. 

Many  students  in  art  come  here  to  copy  from  art  books  in 
making  designs,  copying  figures,  sketching  from  various  works, 
and  the  artisan  and  mechanic  make  siinilar  drawings  in  their 
particular  lines. 

A  surprisingly  large  use  is  made  of  files  of  bound  newspapers. 
We  notice  this  increases  yearly.  Specifications  and  drawings  of 
the  Patent  Ofl&ce  are  used  almost  constantly.     Interest  in  gene- 
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alogy  grows  and  the  use  of  this  class  is  extensive.  We  are  called 
upon  by  members  of  different  clubs  to  assist  in  looking  up  mate- 
rlial  for  their  papers,  and  questions  for  debates  are  lively  as 
ever. 

Many  persons  use  the  books  on  the  shelves  of  the  reference 
room  with  much  enjoyment.  People  who  really  do  not  know 
what  to  ask  for  browse  among  these  with  great  satisfaction.  Our 
losses  from  the  room  are  few,  but  rather  more  than  usual — ^Ra- 
cinet's  Costume  Historique,  volumes  4  and  5,  which  have  been 
stolen,  are  the  most  valuable  of  those  taken. 

Magazines  have  been  stolen  and  mutilated  to  a  larger  extent 
than  ever  before,  but  we  attribute  this  to  the  fact  that  a  much 
larger  number  of  persons  use  the  rooms. 

We  subscribe  for  and  have  given  to  us  ^87  magazines  and 
newspapers. 

We  have  had  much  extra  work  during  the  year,  necessitated 
by  the  revision  of  the  books  of  the  reference  department,  which 
we  are  happy  to  state  is  nearly  finished.  Many  volumes  have 
been  re-tagged  and  numbered. 

Sunday  and  holiday  use  has  increased,  as  the  tables  of  statis- 
tics will  show.  We  shall  have,  probably,  to  open  the  magazine 
room  during  the  busiest  season  on  Sunday,  instead  of  having 
the  magazines  used  in  the  reference  room  as  formerly. 

Our  walls  and  ceilings  have  been  re-tinted,  and  they  have 
been  admired  and  appreciated  by  the  public  as  well  as  by  the 
employees  of  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG. 
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APPENDIX   ONE. 


EECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

BECEIPTS. 


Municipal  appropriation, 

Income  from  inyested  funds: 

Green  Library  fund, 
Beading-room  fund, 
Librarian  fund, 
Henry  W.  Brown  fund. 


Beceipts  from  dog  licenses, 

Beceipts  from  fines, 

Beceipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged  books, 

Sundry  receipts. 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: 

Municipal  appropriation. 
Green  Library  fimd. 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc. 
Beading-room  fund, 


$37,000  00 

$2,375  31 

445  08 

299  30 

4  65 

3,124  34 

6,386  15 

1,042  34 

14  20 

13  47 

17  89 

( 
( 

M7,598  39 

tS  99 

1,709  75 

96  52 

218  90 

• 

2,029  16 

{ 

M9,627  55 

EXPENDITUBES. 

BOOK  ACCOUNT. 

Books: 

Green  Library  fund,  $616  78 

City  appropriation,  8,099  11 


$8,715  89 
Periodicals: 

City  appropriation,  $851  29 

Beading-room   fund    (income     inereased     l^^ 
$500  from  city  appropriatioin),  988  31 

1,839  60 
Binding,  2,965  07 
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BniU>INO  AOOOUMT. 

Bepaira  and  additions, 

Furniture, 

Insurance, 

Fuel, 

Lights, 

SALASY  AOOOUNT. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors), 
Cataloguing, 

SUPPLY  AOOOUNT. 

Printing  catalogues. 

Blanks  and  stationery  and  printing  report. 

Postage  and  revenue  stamps. 

Sundries: 

Water  for  elevators,  etc,  $542  60 

Freight    (foreign   and   domestic),    expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,  etc,  840  52 

Amount  added  of  income  and  other  receipts 

of  the  Green  Library  fimd  to  the  principal 

of  the  fund,  724  97 

Income  of  Librarian  fund,  added  to  principal,  299  30 

Income  of  Henry  W.  Brown  fund,  temporarily 

added  to  principal,  4  65 


1,820  25 

703  42 

561  31 

1,553:  94 

1,416  69 

20,951  47 

2,254  75 

329  00 

741  94 

286  51 

2,412  04 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1904: 

Green  Library  fund,  $2,749  31 

Reading-room  fund,  175  67 

Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues,  etc,    90  64 
Balance  of  municipal  appropriation,  66  05 


$46,551  88 


3,075  67 
$49,627  55 


STATISTICS. 

ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 

Green  reference  library,  211 

Best  of  reference  library,  822 

Circulating  department,  3,914 


4^947 
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Inereaae  of  yolumes  by  gifts: 

Green  reference  library,  2 

Best  of  reference  library,  715 

Circulating  department,  68 


785 


Increase  of  yolumes  by  binding  periodicals: 

Bef  erence  library,  663 

Circulating  department,  36 


699 


Increase  of  volumes  by  transfer: 

From  reference  to  circulating  department,  128 

From  circulating  to  reference  library,  42 

170 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last  report: 

Circulating  department,  13 

Children's  department,  8 

21 

6,622 

Number  of  volumes  worn  out  and  withdrawn 
since  last  report: 

Reference  library,  2 

Circulating  department,  1,102 

(Roughly  estimated;    two-thirds  of 

the  above  are  from  the  children's 

department.) 


Number  of  volumes  transferred  to  circu- 
lating department  and  accessioned,  128 

Number  of  volumes  transferred  to  refer- 
ence library  and  accessioned,  42 


1,104 


170 


Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report  and  not 
accounted  for: 

Reference  library,  5 

Circulating  department,  64 

Children's  department,  76 


146 
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Number  of  volumeB  regularly  charged^  but  lost  and 
paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  5 

Children's  department,  9 


Number  of  yolumee  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department^ 
Children's  department^ 


Net  increase  for  the  year. 


12 
19 


14 


31 


1,464 


5,158 


Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 

Green  reference  library, 
Best  of  reference  library, 
Circulating  department, 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library. 


25,964 
54,886 
67,168 


148,018 


153,176 


Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 
Bef erence  library. 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 
Bef  erence  library. 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Beading-room  fund  and  city  funds. 
Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room, 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Beading-room  and  city  funds, 
Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room. 


8 


380 


167 
47 


852 
21 


888 


214 


878 
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CIBCULATION. 

Number  of  days  the  circulatmg  and  children's  departments  were  open,    306 
Number  of  days  the  reference  library  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  lower  reading-room  was  open,  365 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  257,395 

(Circulating  department,  170,440;  children's  department,  86,955.) 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  101,435 

(Main  reference  library,  99,457;  children's  department,  1978.) 
Average   daily   use   <home   and   reference) :    reference  library, 
325;      circulating   department,    553;      children's   depart- 
ment, 285,  1,163 
Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference) : 

Largest  in  circulating  department,  March  11,  1214. 

Largest  in  reference  library,  April  28,  1458. 

Largest  in  children's  department,  March  11,  745.  3,417 

Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference) : 

Smallest  in  circulating  department,  Jan.  25,  211. 

Smallest  in  reference  library,  Jan.  25,  34. 

Smallest  in  children's  department,  Jan.  25,  32.  277 

Number  of  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn,  1,102 

(Roughly   estimated,   two- thirds  of  the   above  are  from  the 
children's  department.) 
Number  of  notices  sent  to  delinquents,  15,628 

(Circulating  department,  11,509;  children's  department,  4119.) 
Number  of  volumes  bound,  7,199 

(Reference    library,    2576;    circulating      department,      2034; 
children's  departmeut,  2589.) 
Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  4,619 

(Circulating  department,  1606;  children's  department,  3013.) 
Total  number  of  active  borrowers'  cards,  24^139 

(Circulating  department,  13,139;  children's  department,  11,000.) 

SUNDAY   USE. 
(Main  Libraby.) 

The  upper  room  is  open  from  2  to  9  p.m. 

The  lower  room  is  open  from  1  to  9  p.m. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  4^950 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  8,997 


Total  number  of  persons,  13,947 

Average  number  of  persons,  268 

Largest  attendance,  November  19,  469 

Smallest  attendance,  June  18,  89 
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Number  of  yolumes  deliyered  for  wse  within  the  buildingy  8,605 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  69 

HOLIDAY  USE. 

(Main  Libbaby.) 

The  upper  room  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 
The  lower  room  from  8  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  upper  room,  973 

Number  of  persons  using  the  lower  room,  1,300 

Total  nimiber,  2,273 

Average  number  of  persons,  325 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  7S9 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  118 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  864 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  123 


SUNDAY  USE. 

(Children's  Department.) 

Since  April  2,  1905,  the  room  has  been  open  on  Sundays,  as  a 
reading-room,  from  2  p.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  1,704 

Average  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  49 

Largest  attendance,  November  19,  121 

Smallest  attendance,  September  3,  14 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,  3,012 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  86 

HOLIDAY  USE. 

(Children's  Department.) 

Since  Februarj'  22,  1905,  the  room  has  been  open  on  holidays, 
as  a  reading-room,  from  9  a.nL  to  8  p.m. 

Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  401 

Average  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  67 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  125 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  32 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,  624 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  104 
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TOTAL  SUNDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  USE. 


Number  of  perBons  using  the  library: 
Sandaja — 


Main  library, 
Children's  department, 

13,947 
1,704 

15,651 

HolidaTS — 

Main  library. 
Children's  department. 

2,273 
401 

2,674 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for 

use  within  the  building: 

Sundays — 

Main  library. 
Children's  department, 

3,605 
3,012 

Holidays — 

6,617 

Main  library. 
Children's  department, 

864 
624 

1,488 


4 
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APPENDIX  TWO. 


CITY  APPEOPEIATION. 

Financial  Statement  for  the  Tear  Ending  November  30,  1905. 


BESOUBGES. 

Balance  from  previous  year, 

City  appropriation, 

Dog  licenses  and  court  fees. 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc, 

Amount  spent  from  the  income  of  the  Green  Library 

fund  in  buying  books  which    had    already    been 

bought  from  the  city  appropriation, 


$3  99 

37,000  00 
6,386  15 
1,093  78 


29  91 


$44^18  88 

EXPENDITUBE8. 

Binding, 

$2,965  07 

Printing  and  charging  slips. 

396  39 

Printing  lists  of  additions. 

96  00 

Freight    (foreign    and   domestic),   expressage, 

post- 

age,  removing  ashes,  street  sprinkling,  aud 

minor 

running  expenses. 

612  13 

Covering  paper  and  stationery. 

253  44 

Postal  cards  for  notices  to  delinquents. 

170  00 

Cards  for  cataloguing. 

53  46 

Ordinary  repairs. 

1,820  25 

Fnrnitiu'e, 

703  42 

Coal  and  wood, 

1,553  94 

Electric  light. 

400  49 

Gas, 

1,016  20 

Wdter, 

542  60 

Cost  of  conducting  examinations, 

38  65 

Salaries  of  assistants, 

11,664  89 

Salary  of  librarian, 

^,541  66 

Salary  of  assistant  librarian, 

1,218  75 

Wages  of  janitor,  watchman    and    janitorial 

work 

done  by  the  hour, 

2,487  57 

Service  by  day  and  hour  and  elevator  boy, 

1,588  60 

Cataloguing, 

2,254  75 

Insurance, 

561  31 

Beading-room, 

500  00 

Delivery  stations. 

794  90 
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Books, 
Finding  lilt, 


Balance  unexpended, 


8,980  31 
233  00 


44,447  78 
66  05 

$44^513  83 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  30,  1905. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1905,  is  as  follows,  viz. : 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  $955  00 

Principal  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  2,000  00 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  533  00 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits,  847  86 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  9  04 


Of  this  income  there  has  been  added: 

To  the  fund, 

And  to  the  book  account, 


The  following  statement  shows  the  condition  of  the 
investment  and  book  accounts,  as  verified  by  the 
books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Treasurer: 

Investment  Account. 


$4^344  90 


$2,724  97 
1,619  93 


$4,344  90 


Notes  secured  by  mortgages, 
Bank  stock,  par  value, 
Savings  bank  deposits, 

1903-4.                1904-6. 
$22,500  00         $20,500  00 
6,000  00             5,900  00 
24,849  77           27,872  90 

Book  Account. 

Balance  December  1,  1904, 
Three-fourths  net  income, 
Interest  on  bank  deposits, 

$5S,349  77         $54,272  90 

$1,709  75 

1,619  93 

30  41 

Expended  for  books,  etc.,  daring  year. 

$3,360  09 
616  78 

Balance  November  30,  1905, 


$2,743  31 
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Inreatment  balances, 
Cuh  balances, 


Nov.  30,  'U.    Not.  SO,  'OS. 

«53,349  77         •5^72  M 

1,709  7S  2,743  31 

•5S,0eS  52         tS7,016  21 

Bespeetf  nU?  rabmitted, 

P.  W,  WHITE, 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 

NoVEltBKS  3D,  laofi. 
Balance  December  1,  1B04,  10,830  B2 

DivitleDda,  savings  banks,  299  30 


Savings  bank  deposita,  viz.: 

Worcester   Mecbanics   Savings  Bank,  H39e  20 

Worcester  County  Institution   for  Savings,  1,600  00 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  1,134  02 


F.  W.  WHITE, 
Tremmrer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  HENRY  W.  BROWN  FUND. 

NOVIHBEB  30,  1005. 


Bslanee  December  1,  1904, 
Dividends,  savings  banks. 


$116  98 
4  6S 


Worcester  County  Institstion  for  Savings^ 


«121  68 
P.  W.  WHITE, 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING  ROOM  FUND. 

novxmbeb  30,  1905. 
Gash  Aooount. 

Balance  December  1,  1904, 

Worcester  Public  Library  Department, 

Dividends,  Norwich  &  Worcester  B.  B.  stock, 

Dividends,  Boston  &  Albany  B.  B.  stock, 

Dividends,  savings  banks. 

Interest,   Worcester   Trust  Co., 


Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers. 
Balance  November  30,  1905, 

Investment  Account. 

Savings  bank  deposits, 

Boston  &  Albany  B.  B.  stock  (7  shares), 

Norwich  &  Worcester  B.  B.  stock  (11  shares). 


$218  90 

500  00 

88  00 

61  25 

288  20 

7  63 

$1,163  98 

988*31 

$175  67 


$7,380  94 

700  00 

1,100  00 

$9,180  94 

F.  W.  WHITE, 
Treasurer, 


WoacESTEB,  December  19,  1905. 

Examined  and   found   correct,  properly   vouched  and   the  securities  in 
the  possession  of  the  Treasurer. 

THOMAS  J.  BABBETT, 

Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
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APPENDIX   THREE. 


CONDENSED  SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  TERMANBNT 

.  INVESTMENT"  FUND. 

laoom. 


Addition*. 


Interest  Dividends  and  Bank  Tu 

. 

Befnnd. 

niBNT. 

¥to              X  to 

Orlirinal. 

April  1,  1868. 

Book  Aooount.      Pond. 

From  ezecutorB  of  Green  estate: 

$21,729  50 

Mortgages. 

863  71 

Accrued  interest  on  same. 

6,200  00 

Bank  Stock: 

• 

Citizens  Nat.  Bank, 

$300 

City  Nat  Bank, 

700 

Leicester  Nat.  Bank, 

1,000 

MiUbury  Nat.  Bank, 

1,500 

Quinsigamond  Nat.  Bank, 

2,500 

Worcester  Nat.  Bank, 

200 

752  00 

Premiums  on  same. 

456  53 

Cash. 

$30,001  74 

Feb.  10,  1870. 
550  85    From  James  Oreen,  Esq.,  account 
of  Green  estate. 
Dec.  21, 1904. 
From  Samuel  S.  Green,  account  of 
Green  estate: 
1,800  00      Bank  stock: 

Quinsigamond  Nat.  Bank,  $1,700 
Oxford  Nat  Bank,  100 

264  34     Cash. 


$32,616  93  Total  from  Green  estate. 


$313  69 

505  84 

557  04 
555  53 


657  59 

617  12 

618  29 


1868 

{Should  have 
been  divided. 
1869 

1870  $2,222  11 

Less  premiums    charged 
off,  752  00 

1871 
1872 
1873 


$1,254  77       $941  08       $81S  0 


2,228  18      1,671  14         A^  a 


1,470  11 
2,630  35 
2,468  50 
2,473  16 


914  58 
1,972  76 
1,851  38 
1,854  87 


655  S 
657  (K 

617  1 

618  8 
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685  27 
661  27 
692  09 
676  02 
603  80 
6S9  52 
672  77 

706  59 

570  30 
519  67 
534  61 
532  19 
540  21 
519  76 
586  15 


564  43 
540  61 
543  11 
547  10 
556  98 
562  35 

539  71 
503  22 
525  57 
483  31 
520  00 
527  67 
511  82 

20  00 

540  49 
509  18 

125  00 

608  09 
50  00 

8  00 
689  97 


1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 

1881  2^21  37 

Premiums  on  bank  stock 

sold,  ^^  00 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889  2,182  70 

Premiums  on  bank  stoek 
sold,  75  00 

1890 

1891 

1892 

189S 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

Premiums  on  bank  stock 
bought. 

1902 
1903 

Beceived  on  Central  Bank  stoek  in 
excess  of  par  value. 
1904 

Beceived  on  Central  Bank  stock  in 
excess  of  par  value. 

Beceived    on    City    Bank  stock    in 
excess  of  par  value. 
1905 


2,741  11 
2,645  07 
2,368  36 
2,304  12 
2,415  18 
2,158  08 
2,291  08 


2,826  37 
2,281  19 

2.078  68 
2,138  45 
2,128  74 
2,160  86 

2.079  06 
2,344  62 


2,257  70 
2,162  45 
2,172  45 
2,188  37 
2,227  93 
2,249  28 
2,158  85 
2,012  90 
2,102  37 
1,933  23 
2,116  05 
2,110  71 
2,047  29 


2,161  98 
2,036  73 


2,055  84 
1,983  80 
1,776  27 
1,728  10 
1,811  38 
1,618  56 
1,718  31 


2,119  78 
1,710  89 
1,559  01 
1,603  84 
1,596  55 
1,620  65 
1,559  30 
1,758  47 


1,693  27 
1,621  84 
1,629  34 
1,641  27 
1,670  95 
1,686  93 
1,619  14 
1,509  68 
1,576  80 
1,449  92 
1,587  05 
1,583  02 
1,535  47 


1,621  49 
1,527  65 


685  27 
661  27 
592  09 
576  02 
603  80 
539.52 
572  77 


706  59 
570  30 
519  67 
5S4  61 
532  19 
540  21 
519  76 
586  15 


564  43 
540  61 
543  11 
547  10 
556  98 
562  35 
539  71 
503  22 
525  57 
483  31 
529  00 
527  6t 
511  82 


540  49 
509  18 


2,432  40   1,824  31    608  09 


2,159  90   1,619  93    539  97 
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SO  00  Beeeived    on    City   Bank    stock    in 

excess  of  par  value. 
55  00  Beeeived  on  Oxford  Bank  stock  in 

excess  of  par  value. 


$21,980  97  $21,980  97  $84,016  65  $62,824  52  $21,198 

$54,597  90  Total  investment  Dec.  1,  1905. 

BECAPirnLATION. 

Savings  bank  balance: 

$4,121  58  Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings. 

6,000  00  People's  Savings  Bank. 

5,000  00  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank. 

8,751  32  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank. 

6,000  00  $27,872  90    Mechanics  Savings  Bank. 

20,500  00  Mortgages. 

Bank  stock: 
$1,000  00  MUlbury  National  Bank. 

4,200  00  Quinsigamond  National  Bank. 

700  00      5,900  00    Worcester  National  Bank. 

Bank  stock  (in  liquidation). 
300  00    Citizens  National  Bank. 
25  00    Leicester  National  Bank  (balance). 


$54,597  90 


CONDENSED  SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  HENRY  W.  BROWN 

FUND. 

Inoome.  Investment. 

1900.  May    31.    Amount   of   bequest   deposited    in 

savings  bank,  $100  00 

1901.  Interest  credited  by  bank, 

1902.  Interest  credited  by  bank, 

1903.  Interest  credited  by  bank, 

1904.  Interest  credited  by  bank, 

1905.  Interest  credited  by  bank, 


$4  02 

4  16 

4  32 

4  48 

4  66 

21  68 

1905.  Dec.  1.  Total  amount  of  fund  deposited 
with  Worcester  County  Institution  for 
Savings,  $121  68 
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CONDENSED  SYNOPSIS  OP  THE 

FUND. 


LIBRARIAN 


1892. 
1892. 
1893. 
1894. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 
1897. 
1898. 
1899. 
1900. 
1901. 
1902. 
1903. 
1904. 
1905. 


Feb.  8.     Thirty  shares  Central  Bank  Stock, 
Dividends   and  savings  bank   interest, 
Dividends  and  savings  bank   interest, 
Dividends  and   savings  bank  interest, 
1892-1893  bank  stock  taxes  refunded. 
Dividends  and  savings  bank  interest, 
Dividends  and  savings  banks  interest. 
Dividends  and  savings  bank  interest, 
Dividends  and  savings  bank   interest. 
Dividends  and  savings  bank  interest, 
Dividends  and  savings  bank   interest. 
Dividends  and   savings  bank  interest. 
Dividends   and  savings  bank  interest, 
Savings  bank   interest. 
Savings  bank  interest. 
Savings   bank   interest, 


Income.  Investment. 

$3,000  00 

$221  07 

188  85 

200  70 

127  03 

208  60 

202  87 

195  23 

203  79 

211  41 

216  12 

226  03 

237  13 

96  04 

246  05 

299  30 

3,080  22 

$6,080  22 


ADD. 


1903.  Received    two    payments    on    above    stock    in 

liquidation,  $3,750  00 

1904.  Received  one    payment    on    above    stock    in 

liquidation,  300  00 


Less  original  value  on  above, 
Premium, 


$4,050  00 
3,000  00 

$1,050  00 


1905.     Dec  1.     Total  amount  of  fund, 


1,050  00 
$7,130  22 


OLASSinCATION. 


Deposited  in  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
Deposited     in     Worcester     County     Institution 

Savings, 
Deposited  in  Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 


for 


$1,134  02 

1,600  00 
4^396  20 


$7,130  22 
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CONDENSED  SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  "GREEN- LIBRARY" 

BOOK  ACCOUNT. 


ReoelptB. 

Bank 

K  Income  from 

Sxpenditures. 

Interest. 

$182  59 

1868 

$941  08 

751 

01 

1869 

1,671  14 

2,335  51 

1870 

914  58 

1,117 

34 

1871 

1,972  76 

1,652 

13 

1872 

25  50 

1,851  38 

2,303 

63 

1873 

27  45 

1,854  87 

1,452 

68 

1874 

45  78 

2,055  84 

1,691 

33 

1875 

53  61 

1,989  81 

1,965 

12 

1876 

39  44 

1,776  27 

1,960  59 

1877 

46  40 

1,728  10 

1,673 

65 

1878 

44  72 

1,811  38 

1,689  67 

1879 

31  26 

1,618  56 

1,853 

18 

1880 

26  77 

1,718  31 

2,236  97 

1881 

25  62 

2,119  78 

1,764  85 

1882 

23  91 

1,710  89 

929  34 

1883 

32  27 

1,559  01 

1,238 

24 

1884 

37  98 

1,603  84 

1,752 

51 

1885 

43  32 

1,596  55 

2,603 

13 

1886 

38  90 

1,620  65 

1,945 

97 

1887 

22  96 

1,559  30 

1,766 

23 

1888 

14  40 

1,758  47 

1,999 

19 

1889 

21  75 

1,693  27 

2,221 

58 

1890 

25  20 

1,621  84 

302 

90 

1891 

30  81 

1,629  34 

2,668 

13 

1892 

46  84 

1,641  27 

2,157 

46 

1893 

21  91 

1,670  95 

812 

47 

1894 

13  20 

1,686  93 

979 

28 

1895 

35  39 

1,619  14 

1,561 

93 

1896 

42  54 

1,509  68 

2,297 

76 

1897 

36  42 

1,576  80 

1,820 

38 

1898 

14  26 

1,449  92 

859 

24  . 

1899 

16  80 

1,587  05 

1,670 

34 

1900 

26  30 

1,583  02 

1,932 

00 

1901 

22  88 

1,535  47 

1,142 

88 

1902 

12  95 

1,621  49 

2,106 

67 

1903 

32  99 

1,527  55 

1,171 

18 

1904 

15  70 

1,824  31 

616 

78 

1905 

30  41 

1,619  93 

$60,185  84 

$1,024  64 

$62,824  53 
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ADD. 

Bank  tax  refunded  (credited  to 
this  account  in  1872,  instead 
of  to  "investment  account," 
as  should  have  been  and  was 
done  with  all  other  similar 
items), 
$500  00  Premium  on  bank  stock  pur- 
chased in  1892.  Should 
have  been  charged  to  "in- 
vestment account." 
500  00  Charged  to  this  account  in 
1897  to  cover  depreciation 
in  10  shares  Millbury  Na- 
tional Bank  stock  carried  in 
"investment  account," 
31  00  Part  payment  made  for  ^> 
sharo  of  Worcester  Notional 
Bank  stock,  purchased  in 
1899,  and  carried  in  "in- 
vestment account." 


110  98 


$61,216  84 


$1,024  64 


Total  receipts, 
Disbursements,  etc, 

Unexpended  balance  December  1,  1906, 


$62,935  51 
1,024  64 

$63,960  15 
61,216  84 

$2,743  31 


CONDENSED    SYNOPSIS   OF   THE  READING-ROOM 

FUND. 

1865.    Contributions  from  citizens  of  Worcester, 

1865.  Contributions  from  Worcester  Ljceum 

ciation, 

1866.  Additional  contribution, 

Invested  as  follows: 

Bonds  of  the  United  States, 
Bonds  of  the  city  of  Worcester, 


$10,640  00 

300  00 
100  00 

i 

m,040  00 

$5^70  40 
5,000  00 

• 

10,570  40 

Balance, 


$469  60 
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EXPSHDITUBBS. 

IiiTestmezit.      Periodicals. 


iNoom. 


loTest- 
ments. 


$10,570  40 


107  79 


10  26 


17  26 


Balance  from  above,  $469  60 
$382  82  1865 

694  24  1866 

United  States  bond. 
776  55  1867 

1,117  13  1868 

645  78  1869 

845  42  1870 

844  74  1871 

751  65  1872 

855  11  1873 

535  20  1874 

1,039  44  1875 

722  42  1876 

703  56  1877 

Exchange  of  securi- 
ties, 200  47 
1878 
1879 
Premium    on    U.    8. 
bond. 

1880 
Premium    on    U.   8. 
bond. 

1881 
Premium    on    U.    8. 
bond  sold,  17  75 

742  69  Transfer   for  perma- 
nent investment, 
1882 


606  83 
565  28 


565  53 


577  72 


978  84 
831  62 
840  93 
847  00 
638  45 
922  49 
835  95 
801  95 
899  61 
862  32 
995  21 
527  44 
985  02 


1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 


Div.  and 
Int. 


$378  50 
705  14 

781  96 
771  11 
735  41 
489  42 
677  56 
675  83 
686  24 
674  63 
688  58 
680  95 


661  29 
529  06 
632  89 


602  12 


du. 


517  66 


$200  00 

200  00 

30  19 

131  35 
100  00 
200  00 
200  00 


150  00 
100  00 


580  00 

584  00 

591  67 

400  00 

394  85 

350  00 

437  48 

500  00 

478  24 

500  00 

462  48 

400  00 

475  81 

400  00 

49S  77 

400  00 

434  70 

400  00 

441  34 

400  00 

440  69 

859  04 

462  51 

600  00 

439  82 

500  00 
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1,112  00 

1896 

439  20 

650  00 

915  78 

1897 

461  20 

650  00 

989  80 

1898 

439  20 

500  00 

1,015  00 

1899 

439  20 

500  00 

1,327  53 

1900 

417  10 

600  00 

934  25 

1901 

475  44 

600  00 

622  79 

1902 

453  00 

600  00 

1,340  50 

1903 

452  62 

500  00 

1,038  21 

1904 

447  93 

600  00 

988  31 

1905 

445  08 

600  00 

$10,755  70  $34,423  11 

$687  82  $22,075  68  $12,020  58 

185  30  Increase  in  investment 

^-^-^^—— 

column. 

$22,075  68 

$34,608  41 

Total 
Total 

expenditures, 
income,  etc, 

12,020  58 

$34,784  02 

&4,608  41 

Unexpended  balance  Dec  1, 
1905,  $175  67 

Investments  Dec.  1,  1905. 


11  shares  N.  &  W.  R.  B.,  at  cost, 
7  shares  B.  &  A.  R.  B.,  at  cost, 

Deposits : 

Worcester  Co.  Inst,  for  Savings, 
Five  Gents  Savings  Bank, 
Mechanics  Savings  Bank, 


$2,000  00 
1,475  50 

4,322  69 
1,400  00 
1,658  25 


10,856  44 


Total, 


$11,032  11 
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APPENDIX    FOUR. 


GIPTS  TO  THE  LIBBABY. 

GIVEBS. 

American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  MisaionBy  Boston,  Mats* 

American  Irish  Historical  Society,  Boston,  Mass, 

American  Mathematical  Society,  New  York  City, 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  City, 

American  Peace  Society,  Boston,  Mass, 

American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  New  York  City, 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass. 

Armour  Institute  of  Technology,  Chicago,  III. 

Bacpn,  Miss  Georgia  A. 

Baldwin,  John  S. 

Baptist  Congress  Publishing  Co.,  New  York  City, 

Bates  College,  Lewiston,  Me. 

Bolton,  Mrs.  Sarah  K.,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

Boston,   Board  of  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Commission, 

City  Messenger, 

Health  Department, 

Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board, 

Public  Library, 

Registry  Department, 

School  Committee, 

Statistics  Department, 

Transit  Commission, 
Boston  University,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 
Brigham,  W.  H. 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Fa. 
Bums,  Miss  Penelope,  59 

Caproni,  P.  P.  &  Brother,  Boston,  Mass. 
Carnegie  Institute,  Tiitsburgh,  Pa.  « 

Carnegie  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Catholic  University  of  America,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Chadwick,  James  B.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Charleston,  8.  C,  Mayor  of. 
Chase,  Charles  A. 
Chicago,  Mayor  of, 
Clark,  Arthur  H.,  Cleveland,  0. 
Clark  University,  Collegiate  Department,  Class  of  1905, 
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Columbia  University,  New  York  City, 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 

Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

Connecticut,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 

State  Board  of  Education,  Hartford, 
Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Corey,  Deloraine  P.,  Maiden,  Mass. 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
Curry,  E.  H.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 
Cutler,  U.  Waldo, 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover,  N.  H. 

Draper  Co.,  Hopedale,  Mass,  2 

Drew  Allis   Company,  2 

Earle,  Miss  S.  F.  3 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  lU.  1 

First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  Worcester,  1 

Francis,  George  E.,  Dr.  1 

Qarver,  Bev.  A.  8.  2 

Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C.  1 

Getchell,  Dr,  A.  C.  2 

Gifford,  A.  W.,  El  Paso,  Texas,  1 

Gillett,  Frederick  H.  1 

Gilman,  Mrs.  Warren  R.  1 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass.  1 

Green,  Samuel  S.  4 

Grout,  Edward  M.,  New  York  City,  1 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass.  3 

Harvard  University  Divinity  School,  Cambridge,  Mass.  1 

Hedges,  Sidney  M.,  Boston,  Mass.  1 

Henkel,  Stan.  V.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  3 

Herron,  Miss  W.  A.  1 

Hewett,  Alfred  T.,  Toronto,  Canada,  1 

Hewins,  Caroline  M.,  Hartford,  Conn.  1 

Huguenot  Society  of  South  Carolina,  Charleston,  S.  C.  9 

James  Blackstone  Memorial  Library,  Branford,  Conn.  1 

Jastrow,  Morris,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  1 
John  Carter  Brown  Library,  Committee  of  Management  of  the, 

Providence,  B.  I.  1 
Lake  Mohonk  Conference  of  Friends  of  the  Indians,  Ifo^ionX; 

Lake,  N.  Y.  12 

Lawrence,  Miss  Harriet  P.  1 

Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  CdL  15 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  1904,  Board  of 

Lady  Managers,  1 

Lowell  Board  of  Trade,  1 

Lynn  Historical  Society,  Lynn,  Mass.  2 
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Maiden,  Mass.,  Public  Library,  1 

Marshall,  W.  S.,  Chicago,  III  1 

Marvin,  Bev.  O.  B.,  Albany,  N.  T.  1 

Maryland  Geological  Survey,  3 

MassachuBetts,  Attorn^  General,  1 

Board  of  Education,  1 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Savings  Banks,  2 
Board  of  Bailroad  Commission,  1 
Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor,  2 
Commissioner  of  Public  Becords,  1 
Free  Public  Library  Commission,  1 
Highway  Commission,  1 
Insurance  Commissioner,  1 
Losurance  Department,  1 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  3S 
State  Board  of  Agriculture^  3 
State  Board  of  Charity,  1 
State  Board  of  Health,  2 
State  Board  of  Insanity,  1 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass.  3 
Massachusetts  Association  Opposed  to  Further  Extension  of  Suf- 
frage to  Women,  1 
Massachusetts  Civil  Service  Commission,  Boston,  Mass,  4 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass.  1 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,  Mass.  1 
Meadville  Theological  School,  Meadville,  Pa.  2 
Melcher,  Mrs.  Ellen  Stevens  &  Stevens,  C.  Ellen,  Brooklyn,  N.  T.  1 
Michigan,  Geographical,  Survey,  Lansing,  Mich.  3 
State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich.  1 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Library,  1 
Missouri  World's  Fair  Commission,  Columbia,  Mo.  1 
Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference,  MohonJc  Lake,  N.  Y.  2 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass.  1 
National  Association  of  Audubon  Society,  New  York  City,  1 
National  Civil  Service  Beform  League,  New  York  City,  1 
New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Association,  Boston,  Mass.  2 
New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H.  3 
New  Jersey  State  Library,  Trenton,  N.  J.  2 
New  York  City,  Department  of  Education, 
New  York  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Halifax,  N.  8. 
Ojeda,  Luis  Thayer,  Santiago  de  Chile, 
Olszewski  A.,  Chicago,  III. 

Paul,  Kegan,  Trench,  Trttbner  &  Co.,  London,  Eng. 
Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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Perkins  Institution  and  Masachusetts  School  for  the  Blind,  Boston, 

M€L88.  6 

Perry,  Mrs,  C.  T.  1 

Poor's  Eailroad  Manual  Co.,  New  York  City,  2 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N,  T. 

Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N,  J, 

Providence,  B,  L,  City  Sergeant, 

Putnam,  John  Jay, 

Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Canada, 

Salisbury,  Stephen, 

Schmidt,  Arthur  P.,  Boston,  Mass, 

Schuyler,  Miss  L.  L.  and  Miss  G.,  New  York  City,  ^ 

Schuyler,  Philip  L.,  Irvington-on-Hiidson,  N.  T, 

Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.,  New  York  City, 

Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City, 

Smith,  Mrs,  E.  M.  Gould, 

Smith,  Miss  Farrar}  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

Smith  College,  Northampton,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology, 

Smyth,  R.  M.,  New  York  City, 

Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  Massachusetts  Society, 

Starr  Press,  San  Francisco,  Cal, 

Sturgis,  Mrs,  E.  A.  P.,  Salem,  Mass, 

Tappan,  Eva  March, 

Thayer,  John  B. 

Tufts  College,  Tufts  College,  Mass, 

Union  Press,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Education, 

Census  Office, 
Chief  of  Engineers, 
Civil  Service  Commission,  2 

Department  of  Agriculture,  3 

Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  6 

Department  of  State,  1 

Department  of  War,  4 

Department  of  the  Interior,  5 

Department  of  the  Navy,  3 

Department  of  the  Treasury,  2 

House  of  Representatives,  1 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  2 

Library  of  Congress,  15 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  272 

Universal  Congress  of  Lavryers  and  Jurists,  St,  Louis,  Mo.  1 

University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal,  1 
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University  of  Chicago,  Chicago,  III.  12 

Univendty  of  Cindnnati,  Cincinnati,  0, 

University  of  Colorado,  Bovlder,  Col. 

University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich, 

University  of  Penn^lvania^  PhUadelphia,  Pa. 

University  of  Texas,  Austin,  Texas, 

University  of  Texas  Library,  Austin,  Texas, 

University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville,  Va, 

University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis. 

Vermont  Free  Public  Library  Commission, 

Ware,  Mrs.  Lucinda^ 

Washington  Academy  of  Sciences, 

Watch  Tower  Bible  and  Tract  Society,  Alleghany,  Pa. 

Weymouth  Historical  Society,  Weymouth,  Mass. 

Wheeler,  Henry  M. 

White,  Bev.  Eliot, 

Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass. 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,  Wis. 

Wood,  Dr.  Eosto  O. 

Worcester,  City  Clerk, 

Supervising  Principals  of  the  Public  Schools, 
Worcester  Art  Museum, 
Worcester  National  Bank,  3 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  5 

Worcester  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  5 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn.  2 

Yoosuf,  A.  B[.  1 

768 
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APPENDIX   FIVE. 


PERIODICALS  AND  PAPEBS  ADDED  DUBING  THE  YEAB. 


American  homes  and  gardens. 

Buffalo   commerdaL 

Garden. 

Garden  magazine. 

Hazefirah. 


Lowell  morning  citizen. 
Manila  weekly  American. 
Manchester  union. 
Minneapolis  joumaL 
Oregonian  (Sunday). 


GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-EOOM. 


American  gas  light  journal, 
American  missionary, 
American  museum  journal, 

Amerika, 

Amerikanische  Tumzeitung, 

Annals  of  the  propagation  of  the 

faith, 
Arbetaren, 
Arrow, 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal, 
Book  buyer, 
Bostoner  nachricten, 
Bulletin  of  bibliography. 
Bulletin  of  the  National  Association 

of  Wool  Manufacturers, 
Chicago  banker. 
Christian   register. 
Christian  science  journal. 
Christian  science  sentinel, 
Colorado  graphic, 
Congressional  record. 
Conservator, 
•Democrat  leader, 
Deseret  evening  news, 
Draper's  record. 
Dry  goods  economist, 
Electric  journal, 
Engineering, 
Evesham  journal, 
Fitch  burg  weekly  sentinel, 
Gamla  och  nya  Hemlandet, 
Good  government. 


G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 
American    Missionary    Association. 
American  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Publishers.    . 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Association. 

Publishers. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Christian  Science  Society. 

First  Church  of  Christian  Scientists. 

Publishers. 

J.  B.  Thayer. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Sentinel  Printing  Company. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 
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Hartford  seminary  record, 

Home   missionary, 

Ladies'  review, 

Lietuva, 

Life  and  light  for  woman, 

Locomotive, 

Locomotive  firemen's  magazine, 

Louisiana  planter. 

Messenger  (Worcester), 

Messenger   (New  York), 

Missionary  herald, 

Musical  times, 

Nya  ostems  weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 

Office, 
L 'opinion  publique. 
Our  dumb  animals, 
Portland  daily  press,  Saturday  edi. 

tion, 
Positivist  review. 
Purple, 
Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Skandinavia, 

Smith  college  monthly, 

•Soimd  currency, 

Southern  workman, 

Student's  journal, 

*  Sunset, 

Svea, 

Travel, 

Tuftonian, 

Tufts   weekly, 

Union  signal, 

Universalist  leader, 

Vestkusten, 

Wetmore  's   weekly, 

Worcester  daily  telegram, 

Worcester  evening  gazette, 

Worcester  evening  post, 

Worcester  magazine, 

Worker, 

World's  crisis, 

Yaonouth  telegram. 


Hartford  Theological  Seminaiy. 

Publishers.  I 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  editor.  | 

Publishers. 

Miss  L.  A.  Young. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

A.   Olofson. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Maine  State  Press. 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 

Holy  Cross  College. 

Chapter  67,  Brotherhood  of  St.  Aa- 

drew. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Samuel  S.  Green. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Henry  S.  Lunn. 
Tufts  College. 
Tufts  College. 
Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 
Thomas  F.  Maroney. 
Publishers. 
Yarmouth  herald. 


•  Discontinued. 


^-ef"^«c  Hilary  :/^; 
-      ^"J'o^  Worcester 
1905-1906 


of  the 


66 


PUBUO    DOCUMENT — ^NO.    X. 


Hartford  seminary  record, 

Home   missionary, 

Ladies'  review, 

Lietuva, 

Life  and  light  for  woman, 

Locomotive, 

Locomotive  firemen's  magazine, 

Louisiana  planter, 

Messenger  (Worcester), 

Messenger  (New  York), 

Missionary  herald. 

Musical  times, 

Nya  ostems  weckoblad. 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S.  Patent 

Office, 
L 'opinion  publique, 
Our  dumb  animals, 
Portland  daily  press,  Saturday  edi. 

tion, 
Positivist  review. 
Purple, 
Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Skandinavia, 

Smith  college  monthly, 

•Sound  currency, 

Southern  workman, 

Student's  journal, 

*  Sunset, 

Svea, 

Travel, 

Tuftonian, 

Tufts  weekly, 

Union  signal, 

Universalist  leader, 

Vestkusten, 

Wetmore  's   weekly, 

Worcester  daily  telegram, 

Worcester  evening  gazette, 

Worcester  evening  post, 

Worcester  magazine, 

Worker, 

World's  crisis, 

Yarmouth  telegram. 


Hartford  Theological  Seminaxy. 

Publishers.  1 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  editor.  | 

Publishers. 

Miss  L.  A.  Young. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

A.   Olofson. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Maine  State  Press. 

Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 

Holy  Cross  College. 

Chapter  67,  Brotherhood  of  St.  Aa- 

drew. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Samuel  S.  Green. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Henry  S.  Lunn. 
Tufts  College. 
Tufts  College. 
Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 
Thomas  F.  Maroney. 
Publishers. 
Yarmouth  herald. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  STAFF  FOR  1907. 


,► 


LIBRABIAN. 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN. 


ASSISTANT  LIBBABIAN. 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW. 
REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT. 


HatUc  J.  Childs, 
Arolyn  L.  Johnson, 
Grace  W.  Wood, 
Grace  H.  Moore, 
Hope  G.   Robinson, 

Ethel  G.  Howe, 
Gladys  L.  Knight, 
Arthur  J.  Hackett, 

Simon  W.  i^tkins. 


BEFERENCE  LIBRABIAX. 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW. 

Ernest  W.   Bishop, 
Herman  E.  Brown, 
Lyman  F.  Copeland, 
O.  Albert  A.  Coughlin, 
Wallace  L.  Flagg, 
Mauritz  Hedlund 
Jerome  W.  Howe, 
George  W.  Luske, 
Satenik  Nahikhm, 
George  B.  O'Flynn, 
Philip  Schwartz, 
Walter  D.  Stearns. 


CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 


CIBCULATINO   LIBR\RIAN. 

JESSIE  E.  TYLER. 


Isabel  A.  Thayer, 
Edith  M.  Gates, 

Minnie  E.  Adams, 
M    VAn&  Hoit 
Ruby  M.  Allen, 


Ruth  D.  Amsden, 
Winnifred  S.  Farrell. 

Angeline  M.  Racine 
Arthur  R.  Racine, 
William  E.  Racine, 


Harold  E.  Williams. 


DELIVERY 

Belmont  StreeU 
Chrafton  Sguare, 
OreendalCt 
Lakt  View, 
New  Worcester, 
Quinsigamond, 
South  Worcester, 
Tatnuck, 


STATIONS. 

J.  T.  Ekman. 
J.  A.  Manley. 
J.  Hamil  A  Co. 
W.  A.  Forbes. 
W.  A.  Barrows. 
Anderson  Brothers. 
C.  J.  Foley. 
Miss  E.  J.  Prentiss. 
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CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 
children's  librarian. 

JESSIE  CAMERON. 

Exie  M.  Deyette,  Katharine  E.  Cook, 
Amey  B.  Hadwen, 

Katherine  M.  Murray,  D.  Lena  Cutting, 

Ethel  M.  Turner,  Frank  H.  Deyette, 


Henry  J.  Elmer, 
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CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT. 

CHIEF   CATALOGUER. 
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JANITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 
Edward  S.  Fuller. 
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Margaret  O'Hara. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


To  the  lion.  John  T.  Duggany  Mayor]  and  the  City  Council  qf  Worcester, 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectfully  submit  this 
their  forty-seventh  annual  report.  This  report  includes  the  sepa- 
rate reports  of  the  several  standing  committees  of  the  Board  and 
the  reports  of  the  Librarian,  of  the  Assistant  Librarian  and  of  the 
Heads  of  the  Reference,  Circulating,  Children's  and  Cataloguing 
Departments. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  for  their 
generous  support  of  the  Library  and  to  say  that  not  only  the 
growth  of  the  Library,  but  also  the  growth  of  the  city  calls  for  as 
much  money  as  you  can  give  consistently  with  the  requirements  of 
the  other  departments  of  the  city. 

We  have  honestly  and  faithfully  endeavored  to  make  the  beat 
use  of  the  money  which  has  been  placed  in  our  hands.  Fully  real- 
izing the  many  claims  upon  you.  we  would  most  respectfully  sug- 
gest that  money  spent  for  the  Public  I^Ibrary  is  well  spent. 

The  city  is  wisely  spending  its  money  by  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  to  educate  the  youth,  the  large  majority  of  whom 
leave  the  schools  at  the  end  of  the  grammar  school  course  while 
only  a  small  per  cent,  ever  enter  the  high  schools.  Compared  with 
the  amounts  which  are  justly  and  economically  spent  for  that 
which  may  be  called  primary  education,  the  amount  spent  on  the 
Public  Library,  which  is  secondary,  and  in  many  instances  technical 
and  collegiate  education,  is  small. 

Worcester  has  always  been  a  place  where  industrial  thrift  and 
a  warm  interest  In  education  have  been  indissolubly  joined.  It  is 
famous  as  a  centre  of  mechanical  activities  and  is  able  also  to 
speak  with  pride  of  its  public  and  private  schools  and  of  its  insti- 
tutions of  the  higher  education. 

Worcester  early  established  a  public  library  and  soon  came  to 
regard  it  as  indispensable.  This  Institution  has  become  known  as 
one  of  the  important  centres  of  inquiry.  Authors  settle  tiown  in 
Worcester  because  they  have  access  here  to  a  remarkably  valuable 
and  practically  useful  collection  of  books  and  because  unusual  at- 
tention is  manifested  in  supplying  their  wants.     But  it  is  the  con- 
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stant  residents  of  the  city  who  receive  the  more  evident  benefits 
of  the  library.  Everybody  with  a  question  to  ask  is  received  with 
sympathy  and  aided  without  limit  by  well  educated  and  carefully 
trained  assistants. 

The  higher  educational  Institutions  In  Worcester  receive  contin- 
ual aid  from  the  library. 

The  high  schools  and  grammar  schools  enjoy  exceptional  privi- 
leges and  are  our  constant  care.  Our  library  was  a  pioneer  In  this 
kind  of  work  and  has  always  cultivated  the  field  with  zeal. 

Aside  from  the  school  work,  let  any  curious  resident  who  Is 
fond  of  children  visit  the  children's  room  between  four  and  six 
o'clock  P.  M.  or  on  Sunday  afternoon.  His  heart  glows  at  the 
pleasure  which  the  children  are  receiving  and  he  reaches  Instan- 
taneously the  conviction  that  here  is  a  safe  and  charming  place 
for  the  little  ones  and  that  from  thence  proceed  streams  of  enjoy- 
ment and   knowledge  of  lasting  benefit. 

A  great  work  is  being  done  here  in  aiding  children  who  speak 
foreign  language.s  to  learn  the  F^^ngllsh  tongue  and  to  acquire  Its 
literature  so  that  they  will  be  led  to  enter  Into  the  ■si)lrlt  of  our 
Institutions. 

After  our  boys  and  girls  get  through  school  they  must  be  aided 
to  continue  their  studlf*s  and  to  find  out  the  principles  and  prac- 
tice of  thi'ir  various  occupiitions  as  described  in  books. 

Carlyle  has  well  said  that  a  library  is  the  people's  university. 
The  Directors  believe  that  It  Is  such  In  Worcester.  But  this  good 
work  can  be  coniinued  only  by  ceaseless  and  disinterested  labor 
and  by  Increasing  generosity  in  financial  support. 

Between  1900  and  1905  the  city  grew  in  population  8.2  per 
cent.:  the  growth  In  the  u.se  of  the  Circulating  Department  of  the 
library  In  the  same  period  was  27.7  i)er  cent.  These  figures  Indi- 
cate that  the  circulation  of  the  library  Increased  more  than  three 
times  more  rapidly  than  the  population.  \Ve  present  them  for 
your  thoughtful  consideration.  Above  all.  this  growth  calls  for  the 
purchase  of  a    largely   increased   number  of   books. 

The  circulation  of  the  Children's  Department  could  be  very  great- 
ly Increased  among  IndlvMual  children  and  In  the  schools  were  there 
books  on  our  shelves  sufficient  to  meet  reasonable  demands.  The 
most  crying  need  of  the  library  to-day  Is  for  more  books  In  the 
Children's  room. 

Two  new  departments  most  essential  to  the  library  service, 
although  not  so  well  known  outside  the  library,  have  been  estab- 
lished this  year.  The  Catalogue  Department  has  been  efficieiitly 
conducted  and  the  w^ork  formerly  carried  on  under  several  heads 
has  been  successfully  centralized.  The  present  year  we  should  issue 
finding  lists  for  the  Circulating  Department  and  for  the  Children's 
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Department.  The  Janitorial  Department  has  been  reorganized  in 
SUCH  a  manner  as  to  cause  the  work  to  be  done  smoothly  and 
efficiently. 

The  Board  of  Directors  in  presenting  its  report  has  refrained 
from  entering  largely  into  details.  These  are  lucidly  and  elab- 
orately set  forth  in  the  reports  of  its  Committees  and  of  the  Libra- 
rian, the  Assistant  Librarian  and  the  Heads  of  Departments.  It 
would,  in  conclusion,  however,  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  ia 
very  desirable  that  branch  libraries  should  be  established  in  Wor- 
cester. The  city  covers  a  wide  stretch  of  territory  and  the  conven- 
ience of  the  people  would  be  greatly  enhanced  and  the  use  of  books 
very  largely  increased,  if  in  addition  to  delivery  stations,  branch 
libraries  with  reading  rooms  were  made  readily  accessible  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  city. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLB, 

Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  the  Board  qf  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

Following  is  the  forty-seventh  annual  report  of  the  librarian. 

The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  the  report  will  be  found,^ 
with  other  statistical  matter,  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet.  They 
show  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  library^  ita  accessions, 
the  number  of  volumes  used  by  readers  and  students  and  the  ex- 
tent of  the  use  of  the  reading-rooms  and  library  on  Sundays  and 
holidays;  and  record  such  other  facts  in  regard  to  the  past  year  a» 
it  is  our  custom  to  call  attention  to. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  great  activity  and  usefulness. 
The  growth  in  the  use  of  the  library  has  been  steady  and  readers 
and  students  have  found  a  large  and  constantly  increasing  advan- 
tage in  its  use. 

Building. 

The  principal  undertaking  of  the  year  was  to  introduce  more 
extended  and  improved  plant  for  lighting  both  the  library  build- 
}i4gs.  Obstacles  of  different  kinds  prevented  the  library  from  en- 
tering into  a  contract  until  mid-summer. 

After  the  contract  was  signed  there  were  delays  in  doing  the 
work,  the  reasons  for  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  here, 
but  it  is  now  well  under  way  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  completed 
in  two  months.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  advance  in  the 
applications  of  electricity  and  in  the  invention  of  safety  and  other 
appliances  have  been  so  great  as  to  render  it  necessary  to  overhaul 
thoroughly  a  plant  which  in  1890  was  regarded  as  perfectly  satis- 
factory. There  are  portions  of  the  library  buildings,  which  have 
not  hitherto  been  supplied  with  electric  lights.  These  will  now  be 
installed  everywhere  and  we  shall  have  the  choice  throughout  the 
buildings  to  use  either  gas  or  electricity  according  to  the  require- 
ments of  library  service  and  the  dictates  of  the  comfort  of  readers 
and  of  economy.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  terms 
of  the  contract,  as  the  result  of  careful  administration,  are  very 
favorable,  and  that  the  contractor  is  under  bonds  to  adhere  to  his 
agreement  and  furnish  work  and  materials  of  superior  quality. 
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A  balance  after  the  expenditures  of  the  past  year,  has  been  car- 
ried forward  and  that,  with  a  sum  of  money  which  has  been  pro- 
Tided  from  another  source,  will  be  enough  to  pay  the  amount  stipu- 
late! in  the  contract.  A  comparatively  small  sum  of  money,  how- 
ever, will  have  to  be  asked  for  from  the  city  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  some  needed  fixtures. 

The  work  done  upon  the  building  and  within  it  during  the  past 
year  has  been  the  routine  work  which  Is  required  to  keep  tble  prem- 
ises habitable  and  prevent  serious  deterioration  of  the  property. 

Besides  the  usual  amount  of  money  needed  to  keep  the  build- 
ings tight  and  neat  It  would  be  very  desirable  the  current  year  to 
relay  .several  floors,  draw  the  sashes  of  the  windows,  paint  their 
frames,  inside  and  outside  the  buildings,  and  to  s]>end  such  an 
amount  as  i.s  needed  in  cleaning  and  varnlKhin^  the  railings  and 
balusters  of  different  stairways.  Dr.  Gage  has  continued  his  care 
of  the  grounds  behind  the  older  library  building  in  his  efforts  to 
keep  them  attractive. 

SizK  AND  Use  of  thk  Library. 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there  were 
in  the  library  157.546  volumes,  divided  among  the  different  depart- 
ments as  follows:  Green  reference  library,  26,399;  vest  of  the 
reference  library,  59.155;  circulating  department,  64.183;  chil- 
dren's departmf*nt,  7.S09.  Thi-so  ligur<>s  :>liow  an  increase  for  the 
year  of  216  in  the  Green  rclVniK-e  lil)iary;  2190  in  thp  rest  of  the 
reference  library;  2212  in  the  circulating  deparlmont.  and  a  de- 
crease of  248  in  the  children's  department;  or  a  gain  of  4  370  in  all 
as  compared  with  51  5S  in  the  nrovlous  year. 

There  were  houjiht  during  the  year  785  more  volumes  thon  in 
the  preceding  year  and  there  was  a  gross  increa.^e  of  633.  The 
smaller  num])er  representing  the  net  increase  in  tlie  last  year  is 
owing  to  the  large  number  of  volumes  withdrawn  because  mutilated 
or  worn  out.  The  latter  number  was  1421  larger  than  in  the  prer 
vious  year  and  the  lo.ss  was  mainly  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of 
1999  (against  735,  approximately,  in  the  year  before)  from  the 
children's  department.  In  introducing  a  new  charging  system  into 
that  department  every  book  on  its  shelves  had  to  be  examined  and 
the  large  number  of  volumes  mentioned  above  were  found  unsuit- 
able for  circulation.  No  such  loss  is  likely  to  occur  annually  for 
the  present,  at  least. 

It  seems  well,  for  the  information  of  the  public,  to  again  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  of  the  2190  volumes  added  to  the  unre- 
stricted portion  of  the  reference  department  during  the  past  year, 
604  volumes  were  bound  periodicals,  which  are  taken  in  the  library 
as  the  numbers  appear  and  afterwards  bound,  and  692  gifts.    These 
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are  mainly  United  States,  State  and  municipal  documents.  This- 
statement  makes  it  evident  that  the  number  of  volumes  bought  and 
added  to  the  reference  library  is  very  small  compared  with  the 
number  added  in  the  circulating  and  children's  departments, 
namely,  900,  as  compared  with  4843.  The  net  number  added  to  the 
more  popular  departments,  1964,  is  the  whole  number  reduced  by 
losses  and  withdrawals  such  as  have  just  been  spoken  of.  Outworn 
and  dirty  books  do  not  increase  the  available  resources  of  the  libra- 
ry, but  cumber  its  shelves  and  produce  discomfort  and  irritation  in 
the  case  of  users  of  the  library  when  one  is  given  out. 

It  should  be  remembered,  also,  that  the  books  in  the  legally  un- 
restricted portion  of  the  reference  library  although  they  have  to 
be  guarded  more  carefully  than  t^ose  In  the  circulating  depart- 
ment, because  of  rarity,  cost,  or  other  proper  consideration,  can 
very  often  be  taken  out  of  the  building  upon  application  to  the 
librarian. 

The  unbound  pamphlets  In  the  library  have  been  counted  recent- 
ly. They  number  67,174  and  are  kept  In  boxes  or  temporarily 
bound.  600  papers  and  other  periodicals  (in  the  place  of  587  in 
the  previous  year)  are  now  taken  by  the  library. 

The  total  recorded  use  of  the  library  during  the  past  year  is 
398,403  volumes,  divided  as  follows:  Reference  use  (not  includ- 
ing that  of  Sundays  and  holidays,  but  allowing  for  a  loss  of  390 
in  the  week  day  reference  use  in  the  children's  department),  104,- 
2o:>:  circulating  department,  173,881;  children's  room  (including 
20,036  volumes  sent  to  schoolhouses),  109.346  for  use  outside  the 
building:  Sunday  use,  9.480;  holiday  use  (including  a  loss  of  191 
In  the  main  reference  room),  1,443.  There  was  an  increase  of 
29,7  27  in  the  use  of  the  library  last  year.  The  gain  in  the  use  of 
books  for  reference  is  2,818  volumes  (allowing  for  the  loss  of  390 
mentioned  above  as  having  occurred  in  the  children's  department. 
The  gain  in  the  main  reference  library  is  2,703  volumes  and  505 
portfolios  of  photographs  and  engravings);  gain  in  the  circulating 
department  3,441  volumes;  in  the  children's  department  (includ- 
ing books  sent  to  school  buildings)  20.650  volumes;  in  the  Sunday 
use  of  books  2,863  volumes.  There  is  a  loss  of  45  volumes  In  the 
use  of  books  on  holidays. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  increase  in  the  use  of  the  cir- 
rnlating  department  of  3,441  volumes  has  been  effected  in  spite 
of  the  change  in  having  books  sent  to  school-houses  from  the  chil- 
dren's department  instead  of  from  the  circulating  department.  The 
chniigo  was  introduced  after  the  close  of  the  school  year  in  1905. 

Tiie  number  of  books  sent  from  the  circulating  department  to 
school  buildings  from  Dec.   1,   1904,  through  June.   1§05,  is  5,393. 

Thus,  in  showing  the  increased  use  of  the  circulating  library  dur- 
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Ing  the  past  year  that  number,  with  such  increase  in  school  use 
as  might  have  effected,  should  be  added  to  3,441  volumes,  making 
really  an  increase  of  at  least  8,834  volumes. 

The  increase  in  the  children's  room  of  books  given  out  for  home 
use  is  2.355  volumes,  leaving  out  the  books  sent  to  school-houses. 

The  number  of  the  latter  is  almost  three  times  as  great  as  in  the 
previous  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  use  can  be  greatly  In- 
trreased  by  the  purchase  of  more  books  for  children.  One  of  the 
crying  needs  of  the  children's  department  is  a  large  increase  of 
the  number  of  volumes  on  its  shelves. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  and  taking  out  cards  was 
large  in  the  children's  department  the  past  year,  because  a  new 
system  of  charging  has  been  introduced  there  during  the  year. 

A  full  account  of  the  use  of  the  reading-rooms  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  may  be  found  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet. 

Wlhile  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  use  of  all  the  reading 
rooms,  the  noticeable  feature  is  the  increase  on  Sundays  of  the 
average  attendance  in  the  children's  room  from  49  in  the  previous 
year  to  76  in  the  year  Just  past  and  on  holidays  from  67  to  82. 
19^540  (an  increase  of  2,628)  of  the  books  taken  out  from  the  cir- 
culating department  were  taken  on  cards  of  teacfhers  and  special 
-students. 

Reference  Department  and  Reading  Rooms  fob  Gbown  Up  Pebsons. 

The  library  has  great  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  fact  that  it  has 
built  up  a  very  large  use  of  its  books  for  purposes  of  serious  in- 
quiry. It  would  be  at  once  remarked  by  any  person  conversant 
with  library  management  that  the  use  of  104,253  volumes  and  port- 
folios in  a  year  for  investigation  and  serious  inquiry  within  the 
Ibrary  building  is  very  notable.  The  large  amount  of  assistance 
afforded  inquirers  by  cultivated  and  carefully  trained  assistants 
in  the  reference  department  is  a  feature  of  this  institution  and  and 
exceptionally  great. 

The  department  is  largely  resorted  to  by  designers;  its  bound 
volume  of  newspapers  are  in  frequent  use;  genealogical  inquiries 
are  numerous  here  as  in  most  libraries;  a  considerable  number  of 
authors  study  here.  The  library  is  used  by  persons  in  all  occupa- 
tions and  in  all  the  walks  of  life  for  getting  information,  and  sym- 
pathetic and  often  long-continued  aid  is  given  to  all  seekers  for 
knowledge. 

Books  on  subjects  in  which  a  number  of  persons  are  temporarily 
Interested  are  frequently  placed  on  accessible  shelves  and  kept 
there  while  the  interest  continues. 

We   allow  persons  engaging  in  the   work  of  debating  societies 
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to  use  a  study  room  in  consulting  books  and  talking  over  the  plan 
to  be  followed  in  presenting  a  case  in  a  contest.  The  use  of  the 
books  which  line  the  sides  of  the  Green  Library  Room  is  large; 
many  of  them  have  to  be  rebound  from  time  to  time.  They  con- 
stitute a  large  collection  of  the  best  books  on  a  variety  of  subjects 
in  which  the  constituency  of  the  library  is  likely  to  be  interested. 
Attention  should  be  called  to  the  fact  that  only  four  volumes  were 
stolen  during  the  past  year  from  the  shelves  containing  this  col- 
lection: the  fact  shows  care  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  the  refer- 
ence department  and  vigilance  in  the  attendants. 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  the  reading-room  for  magazines  and 
other  periodicals,  as  well  as  of  the  Green  Library  room,  is  so 
great  that  in  the  colder  months  we  now  have  to  open  both  rooms 
on  Sundays,  according  to  the  custom  of  week  days. 

More  newspapers  have  to  be  taken  every  year.  New  racks  are 
needed  in  the  lower  reading-room.  It  will  be  necssary  to  ask  the 
city  for  $600,  instead  of  $500.  to  use,  in  addition  to  the  income  of 
the  Reading-room  Fund,  in  paying  subscriptions  for  papers. 

Visits  of  Clubs  and  Exhibitions. 

• 

As  indicating  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  Reference 
Departments,  the  following  list  of  classes  and  clubs,  which,  among 
others,  have  had  meetings  at  the  library,  may  be  mentioned:  Glass 
to  use  books  and  illu-strations  on  prehistoric  dwellings;  class  to 
use  illustrated  books  on  birds;  a  club  for  study  of  Greek  which 
meets  monthly;  the  Thursday  Morning .  Club  to  use  illustrations 
and  books  on  our  island  possessions;  the  Home  Club  to  see  some 
of  the  rare  and  expensive  books  in  the  library. 

We  have  had  the  following  exhibitions  during  the  year:  Photo- 
graphs of  the  English  School  of  Painting;  of  the  Dutch  School;  of 
the  German  School;  of  the  French  School;  Stenmann's  frescoes  of 
the  Sistine  Chapel. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Thomas  Hill  we  were 
enabled  to  show  his  extensive  and  interesting  collection  of  por- 
traits and  views  in  Worcester  of  former  days  and  his  collection  of 
bill  posters  and  programmes. 

We  also  allowed  physicians  in  Worcester  to  exhibit  here  col- 
lection of  models  and  apparatus  (we  furnishing  books)  to  instruct 
the  community  in  regard  to  the  prevention  and  treatment  of  con- 
sumption. This  exhibition  was  very  largely  attended  and  evidently 
was  exceedingly  useful. 

The  Worcester  Public  School  Art  League,  which  is  a  creation  of 
the  school  committee  and  looks  out  to  encourage  and  aid  teachers 
in  the  work  of  decorating  school-rooms,   planting  vines  to  creep 
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over  the  buildings  and  shrubs  and  flowera  in  the  yards,  was  allowed 
to  have  an  exhibition  iu  our  art  rooms  of  pictures,  vases,  metal 
work  and  other  things  which  are  being  used  in  interior  decoration 
in  the  sciiooihouses.  The  exhibitions  served  as  means  of  giving 
hints  of  unattempied  worlv  lo  toacheis  alrt-ady  engage  1  in  the  work 
of  decoration  and  stimulus  and  information  to  others. 

CiBCULATi.NG  Department. 

The  large  use  of  this  department  during  the  past  year  has  al- 
ready been  spoken  of.  The  fact  should  bo  recognized  tliat,  while  a 
large  amount  of  work  has  been  done,  it  has  been  done  under  diffi- 
culties as,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  year,  it  has  been  without  the 
necessary  and  usual  number  of  assistants.  Since  the  recent  exam- 
ination for  Junior  Assistants  the  want  has  been   suiiplied. 

It  was  the  intention  to  introduce  a  new  charging  system  into  this 
department  and  the  children's  room,  but  owing  to  a  lack  of  means 
it  could  only  be  introduced  into  the  latter  department.  It  is  hoped 
that  it  may  be  installed  the  current  year.  Much  work  has  already 
been  done  looking  to  the  change  which  will  facilitate  greatly  the 
introduction  of  the  new  plan. 

The  Fiction  list  which  has  been  printed  during  the  year  is  prov- 
ing useful.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  will  be  a  steady  demand 
for  it.  There  should  be  issued  during  the  present  year  a  finding 
list  of  the  books  which  circulate  freely  that  have  been  added  to  the 
library  the  last  few  years. 

The  head  of  the  depautment  desires  also  to  have  short  lists  of 
the  best  late  books  on  a  variety  of  subjects  printed  for  distribution 
among  persons  interested  in  special  subjects.  It  may  be  found  that 
in  printing  the  additions  of  late  years  we  can  secure  the  desired 
lists  by  having  the  type  set  in  such  a  way  that  lists  of  additions  on 
varous  subjects  can  be  printed  separately  on  slips  as  well  as  In 
the  pamphlet.  Considerable  efforts  have  been  made  the  past  year 
to  place  on  a  table  near  the  entrance  to  the  reception  room,  books 
on  different  subjects  which  the  library  has  reason  to  suppose  peo- 
ple are  especially  interested  in  at  particular  times. 

A  new  catalogue  case  will  have  to  be  provided  for  the  circulating 
department.  It  is  desirable,  too.  that  more  framed  pictures  should 
be  placed  on  the  walls,  as  suggested  by  Miss  Tyler.  I  also  second 
her  request  for  two  dozen  new  chairs  in  the  reception  room. 
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Delivebz  Statiohb. 

It  Is  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  circulating  department  to  send 
books  to  the  Delivery  Stations.  The  loUowlng  table  saows  the  use 
of  books  passing  througti  the  stations: 
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These  stations,  as  regards  the  number  of  books  circulated  stand 
In  the  following  order;  Qulnslgamond.  Oreendale,  New  Worces- 
ter, South  Worcester,  Belmont,  Lake  View,  Tatnnck  and  Orafton 
Square. 

Qreendale  was  at  the  head  t'ae  year  before,  but  Qulnslgamond 
has  made  a  gain  of  Z,270  volumes  In  Its  circulation  end  resumed 
the  place  of  head,  which,  previous  to  last  year.  It  had  always  held. 
As  compared  with  the  year  before.  Lake  View  has  dropped  from  the 
fourth  to  the  sixth  place  and  Tatauck  from  the  sixth  to  the 
seventh.  South  Worcester  rose  from  Qfth  to  fourth  snd  Belmont 
from  seventh  to  fifth.  Orafton  Square  brings  up  the  rear  as  In  the 
year  before. 

2,181  more  volumes  were  given  out  through  the  stations  last 
rear  than  fhe  year  before. 

The  station  at  South  Worcester  has  been  moved  to  the  drug  store 
of  Mr.  C.  J.  Foley,  at  the  corner  of  Southbrldge  and  Cambridge 
streets.  Mr.  Morlarty,  the  former  station  keeper,  moved  his  store 
to  another  part  of  the  city.  Deposits  of  books  are  now  made 
not  only  at  the  station  In  Greendale,  but  at  the  Eames  Library 
of  the  Greendale  Village  Improvement  Society. 
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Books  are  carried,  according  to  the  present  arrangements,  in 
two  vehicles,  Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons  to  the  stations 
and  those  that  have  been  left  at  the  stations  for  return  are  brought 
back  to  the  library  building. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  library  to  have  the 
control  of  a  horse,  wagon  and  driver  for  a  number  of  days  in  the 
week.  We  already  have  the  services  of  one  man  anl  team  for  the 
equivalent  of  two  days  in  the  week.  I  would  suggest  that  we  begin 
the  new  experiment  by  hiring  a  team  and  man  for  three  days  a 
week.  I  have  Inquired  about  the  cost  of  such  an  experiment  in 
Boston  and  Worcester  and  a  sum  of  money  to  cover  the  expense  has 
been  put  into  the  estimates. 

It  seems  to  me  that,  besides  delivering  books  to  the  stations,  we 
could  considesably  increase  our  circulation  by  taking  books  to 
private  schools,  hospitals,  engine  houses,  Sunday  schools  and  other 
department  houses  and  institutions  and  bringing  them  back.  Per- 
haps the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  feel  the  need  of  having  a 
team  at  our  disposal  all  the  time.  Then,  of  course,  it  would  bear 
conspicously  the  name  of  the  library  and  serve  to  remind  persons 
seeing  it  move  along  the  streets  of  the  existence  of  the  library  and 
stimulate  in  them  a  desire  to  avail  themselves  of  its  privileges. 
Very  likely  it  could  be  arranged  to  have  our  name  temporarily 
attached  to  the  wagon  during  the  days  in  which  it  might  be  In 
our  employ,  even  if  we  only  had  the  use  of  it  for  a  portion  of  the 
week. 

As  another  means  of  attracting  attention  to  the  library,  I  would 
suggest  that  a  sign  be  attached  to  the  northeast  corner  of  the  new 
library  building,  bearing  our  name  in  large  letters  and  stretching 
across  the  sidewalk  and 'such  a  distance  into  the  street  (say  four 
feet)   as  the  ctiy  ordinances  allow. 

I  will  also  state  that  the  president  of  the  Consolidated  trolley 
line  has  promised  to  ask  the  conductors  of  the  cars  to  call  the 
name  of  the  library  as  the  cars  pass  the  foot  of  Elm  street. 

Childben's  Room. 

This  department  of  the  library  grows  every  year  In  importance 
and  renewed  efforts  are  yearly  made  to  Increase  the  attractiveness 
of  the  children's  room  and  make  it  a  centre  of  enjojmient  and 
profit  to  boys  and  girls. 

The  room  itself  is  of  good  size  and  very  light  and  cheerful.  It 
is  comfortably  furnished  and  on  the  walls  are  hung  reproductions 
of  pictures  interesting  to  children  and  at  the  same  time  master- 
pieces of  art.  As  stated  last  year,  in  one  place  is  a  frame  with  a 
moveable  back  which  enables  us  from  time  to  time  to  change  the 
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pictures  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  show  several  large  photo- 
graphs from  our  great  collection  of  copies  of  fine  works  of  art 
representing  great  achievements  in  painting  and  sculpture. 

Groups  of  humbler  pictures  and  collections  of  instructive  objects 
are  often  got  together  for  the  enjoyment  and  benefit  of  children. 
Days  connected  with  memorable  events,  and  birthdays  on  the  death 
of  well  known  children's  authors  are  pictorially  illustrated  and 
literary  matter  relating  to  events  ani  men  is  freely  exposed  to  stim- 
ulate and  intensify  interest. 

Much  is  always  made  of  Christmas  and  through  the  kindness  of 
friends  special  seasonable  decorations  and  a  Christmas  tree  are 
placed  at  our  disposal.  We  were  much  indebted  to  the  Employ- 
ment society  last  year  for  greens. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  F.  P.  Chamberlin  has  made  valuable  gifts  to  the 
room:  a  framed  photograph  of  Luca  Delia  Robbla's  Singing  boys,  a 
Morris  chair,  and  three  chairs  and  a  settee  of  oak,  upholstered  in 
leather. 

Mr.  Henry  Harmon  Chamberlin  sent  us  from  Europe  sixty-five 
photographs  of  masterpieces  of  art  to  form  the  foundation  of  a 
collection  of  good  pictures  to  lend  to  teachers. 

In  the  children's  room  many  pictures  from  magazines  and  papers 
have  been  mounted  on  cards  for  the  use  of  teachers. 

Fifteen  more  public  schools  and  sixty-nine  more  of  the  teachers 
in  these  Institutions  have  used  the  room  the  past  year  than  in  the 
year  before. 

Graded  lists  of  reading  have  been  sent  to  the  schools. 

Many  reading  lists  of  books  for  summer  reading,  books  for  girls, 
stories  of  adventure,  etc..  are  prepared  in  the  children's  room  and 
distributed  from  it. 

It  would  be  of  advantage  if  some  of  these  lists  could  be  printed 
and  the  time  taken  in  manifolding  by  a  mimeograph  saved. 

The  following  paragraph  appeared  in  my  last  report:  "The  gain 
in  the  home  use  of  books  belonging  to  the  children's  department 
lias  been  small.  In  fact  there  would  have  been  a  loss  if  the  school 
work  had  not  been  transferred  to  the  department."  The  first 
statement  is  correct,  the  second  is  not.  A  mistake  occurred  which 
was  not  discovered  until  the  report  had  been  printed  and  arose 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  chief  librarian  that  the  number  of  books 
sent  to  schools  was  kept  separate  and  not  Included  in  the  general 
count  as  had  been  the  case  in  the  circulating  department  from  which 
books  had  been  previously  sent  to  the  schools. 

The  crying  need  of  the  purchase  of  a  large  number  of  books  for 
the  children's  department  mentioned  before  is  made  palpably 
obvious  by  the  statement  that  it  circulated  149,346  books  witli  only 
7,809  volumes  on  its  shelves. 
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As  stated  last  year,  in  addition  to  having  a  good-sized  collection 
to  start  with^  while  large  numbers  of  new  books  are  needed  in  all 
the  departments,  a  constant  supply  room  "is  especially  needed  in 
a  children's  room,  for  they  wear  out  faster  and  grow  earlier  too 
dirty  to  handle  when  used  by  children  than  when  used  by  older 
persons." 

A  book-case  of  standard  children's  books  has  been  kept  in  the 
room  for  the  especial  use  of  teachers  and  parents  in  selecting  books 
for  children. 

At  Christmas  time  a  table  is  covered  with  desirable  new  books 
to  aid  older  persons  in  picking  out  presents. 

Provision  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  for  little  chil- 
dren. It  has  been  found  practicable  to  entertain  them  with  pic- 
ture books  and  otherwise  without  interfering  with  the  work  which 
must  be  done  for  older  children.  This  work  necessitated  the  in- 
troduction of  a  low  table  and  kindergarten  chairs  and  a  case  for 
q(howing  and  holding  illustrated  books  for  the  little  ones. 

The  introduction  of  stereoscopes,  mentioned  in  the  last  report, 
has  been  the  source  of  a  large  amount  of  pleasure  and  instruction. 
A  very  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  stereoscopes  and 
pictures  is  very  desirable. 

We  have  closed  the  reading-room  on  Sundays  at  6  o'clock  from 
the  beginning.  During  the  year  it  has  been  decided  to  close  it  the 
same  hour  holidays  and  not  to  keep  the  department  open  for  giv- 
ing out  books  after  8  o'clock  Saturday  evenings,  although  the  cir- 
culating library  for  older  persons  is  kept  open  until  9  o'clock.  It 
was  thought  best  to  discourage  late  hours  away  from  home  in  the 
case  of  children.  There  has  been  a  large  attendance  in  the  chil- 
dren's reading-room  on  Sundays  and  holidays  and  the  experiment 
has,  as  was  expected,  proved  a  success. 

Pupils  in  the  ninth  grade  of  several  grammar  schools  situated 
at  a  distance  from  the  library  building  have  visited  the  library 
during  the  year  and  been  shown  the  facilities  oftered  here  in  the 
difterent  departments. 

The  head  of  the  children's  department  has  given  talks  in  some 
of  the  schools,  and  has  made  addresses  at  Mothers'  Meetings,  in 
school-houses,  and   at  the  State  Normal   School. 

The  Newark  Charging  System  was  introduced  into  the  children's 
department  July  23.  It  saves  time  in  charging  books,  prevents 
many  mistakes  In  charging  and  keeps  children  from  using  cards 
which  have  been  lost,  but  found  by  other  children  who  have  no 
right  to  use  them. 

More  new  pictures  should  be  placed  on  the  walls  of  the  children's 
room.  Linoleum  has  been  laid  behind  the  counters  in  this  room. 
An  item  has  been  put  into  the  estimates  for  having  the  space  in 
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front  covered  with  the  same  material.  The  officers  of  the  circu- 
lating, children's  and  cataloguing  departments  unite  in  an  urgent 
request  for  a  rug  for  the  rest-room  used  by  them.  This  room  lias 
been  of  great  service  as  giving  the  means  of  seclusion,  rest  and  re- 
freshments to  a  considerable  number  of  young  ladles. 

An  amount  has  been  put  into  the  estimates  to  pay  for  the  issue 
of  a  finding  list  of  the  best  books  for  children.  It  is  calculated 
that  about  $500  will  be  needed  for  this  purpose. 

Catalog ciNO  Dkpartment. 

Miss  Clara  Walker  Bragg  became  chief  cataloguer  February  1 
of  the  present  year.  Before  her  coming  the  cataloguing  depart- 
ment had  been  for  about  a  year  in  the  care  of  the  Assistant  Libra- 
rian. Previous  to  his  taking  charge  the  head  of  the  reference  de- 
partment was  practically  the  head  of  the  department. 

After  the  Assistant  Librarian  took  charge,  portions  of  the  work 
of  the  cataloguing  department  were  done  by  officers  of  the  refer- 
ence department,  such  as  filing  cards  in  the  catalogue  drawers. 

With  the  coming  of  Miss  Bragg  greater  independence  was  given 
to  the  cataloguing  department  and  the  force  employed  in  it  was 
enlarged. 

As  it  is  true  that  however  good  a  cataloguer  may  be  it  is  of 
advantage  to  have  cards  looked  at  by  more  than  one  expert,  it  has 
been  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Assistant  Librarian  to  glance  at  the 
cards  as  they  come  from  the  cataloguing  room  before  they  have 
been  placed  in  the  drawers  of  the  cases.  Mr.  Shaw  is  an  ex- 
perienced and  accomplished  cataloguer  and  highly  educated,  espe- 
cially as  a  linguist,  and  it  was  thought  that  a  glance  from  him 
might  add  to  the  certainty  that  few  errors  would  creep  into  the 
catalogue. 

Miss  Bragg  has  devoted  considerable  time  to  the  Improvement 
of  the  catalogue  in  the  children's  room  by  placing  ahead  of  bio- 
graphical headings,  cards  giving  persons'  names  in  full  "with  a 
brief  characterizing  phrase,"  by  the  use  of  the  Pittsburg  subject- 
headings,  and  by  cleaning  the  cards  and  tinting  the  upper  edges 
with  red  ink,  so  that  they  might  not  soil  so  easily. 

A  finding  list  of  fiction,  which  had  been  in  preparation  several 
years,  was  edited  in  the  cataloguing  department  and  passed  through 
the  press  during  the  summer  and  in  October.  It  makes  a  thick 
pamphlet  of  238  pages. 

The  labor  of  preparing  cards  is  considerably  abridged  by  the 
ability  to  procure  a  large  and  increasing  number  of  copies  of 
printed  cards  used  In  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Miss  Bragg  proposes  that  we  use  a  typewriter  in  making  cards. 
This  has  not  seemed  to  me  feasible  until  lately,  but  owing  to  im- 
provements in  machines  I  am  of  the  belief  that  it  is  now  practlca- 
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ble  and  desirable.  I  find  that  experts,  whose  opinion  seems  to  me 
^ood.  although  only  recently,  are  now  ready  to  recommend  type- 
written cards,  even  where  those  used  are  of  as  small  size  as  ours. 

The  use  of  a  machine  will,  I  think,  insure  a  saving  of  time  and 
space  in  preparing  the  cards  and  to  a  certain  extent  add  to  their 
legibility. 

The  Assistant  Librarian  spends  considerable  time  in  improving 
the  catalogue  by  sub-dividing  large  subjects,  such  as  "Education," 
"Natural  History,"  etc. 

There  is  still  some  work  to  be  done  to  complete  the  revision  of 
the  catalogue  begun  several  years  ago.  The  Assistant  Librarian 
attends  to  this,  also.  He  annotates  and  attends  to  the  prepara- 
tion and  issue  of  the  monthly  bulletin  of  additions. 

He  got  out  a  special  bulletin  of  books  useful  for  students  of 
Christian  Missions.  He  has  prepared  long  notes  describing  addi- 
tions to  the  library  every  week,  since  he  began  in  May,  for  the 
columns  of  our  Sunday  morning  newspaper.  Mr.  Shaw  does  such 
work  as  has  been  mentioned  when  not  employed  in  the  discharge 
of  his  special  duties  as  Assistat  Librarian. 


Assistants. 


Miss  Artemesia  Elizabeth  Cowles,  the  last  remaining  name  on 
the  eligible  list  for  Junior  Assistants  prepared  after  the  examina- 
tion on  October  2,  1905,  came  to  the  library  to  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
circulating  department  at  the  beginning  of  the  summer  vacation 
season.  She  concluded,  however,  that  she  should  prefer  to  keep 
school,  as  she  had  been  doing,  and  left  early  in  the  fall.  After- 
wards another  vacancy  occurred  in  the  circulating  department  by 
the  resignation  of  Miss  Edna  L.  Browning.  These  vacancies  could 
not  be  filled  until  there  had  been  a  new  examination  of  candidates 
for  the  position  of  Junior  Assistant.  One  was  held  October  27  and 
Miss  Georglna  Everett  Carr  and  Miss  Ruth  Davis  Amslen  ac- 
cepted the  positions  oftered  them,  beginning  November  12. 

Miss  Catherine  Elizabeth  Cook  was  appointed  a  Junior  Assistant 
in  the  children's  room  and  began  work  January  18. 

Miss  Harriet  Augusta  Barnes  was  chosen  a  Junior  Assistant  In 
the  cataloguing  department,  beginning  work  February  1.  and  Miss 
Ella  Louise  Sawyer  was  chosen  a  Senior  Assistant  In  the  same  de- 
partment and  entered  our  service  March  18. 

It  is  a  pleasure  and  a  duty  to  state  that  all  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments have  worked  with  noticeable  earnestness  and  efficiency  to 
keep  up  and  raise  the  standard  of  work  done  here. 
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GltTS. 

A  list  of  the  principal  gifts  of  the  past  year  will  be  found  in  an 
appendix  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet.  We  are  especially  grateful 
for  the  assistance  rendered  to  the  citizens  of  Worcester  by  other 
libraries,  in  lending  us  books  for  their  use. 

Miscellaneous. 

The  same  statement  may  be  made  for  the  last  year  as  for  the 
year  previous  that  the  per  centage  of  prose  fiction  used  (when  all 
departments  are  considered)  is  less  than  52. 

LiBBABiAN*s  Account. 

Following  is  my  account  for  the  amount  of  money  received  for 
fines,  etc.,  properly  vouched  by  the  Finance  Committee: 

City  or  Wobcesteb. 
Free  Public  Library.  Dec.  1,  1906. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel  3. 
Green,  librarian,  from  December  1,  1905,  the  date  of  the  last  set- 
tlement, and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  librarian's  hands,  Dec- 
ember  1,   1905,  $90  64 

Received   for  fines,  1,111  05 

Received  for  copies  of  catalogues,  etc.,  27  10 

Received  for  books  lost  and  paid  for.  11   40 

Received  for  use  of  telephone  (for  out 

of  town  places),  1  35 

Remainder  of  subscriptions  for  discon- 
tinued periodicals, 

Expressage   refunded, 

Received  from  sale  of  old  paper  and  old 
iron. 

Rebate  on  insurance. 

Present, 

Deposits  of  strangers   in  taking  out  books 


Money  refunded   for  books     lost      but 

found  and  returned. 
Paid  Mr.   F.  W.  W^hite,  city  treasurer. 
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Deposits  returned,  47  00 

Miscellaneous,  3  25 
Balance  in  librarian's  hands,  December 

1,  1906,  171  06 


11,362  95 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

Members  qf  the  Finance  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian. 


Report  of  the  Library  Committee. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Library  Committee  has  attended  to  its  usual  duties  during 
the  year.  In  smaller  libraries  much  work  is  performed  by  similar 
committees  which  in  an  institution  of  this  size  is  delegated  to  the 
librarian  and  his  assistants. 

The  Committee  has  examined  the  monthly  lists  of  books  pro- 
posed by  the  librarian  for  purchase;  it  has  assured  itself  that  the 
books  and  other  property  of  the  library  have  been  well  cared  for. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  library  has  been  left  to  the  ex- 
ecutive officers  and,  in  general,  the  position  of  the  committee  has 
been  that  of  supervision.  The  results  of  the  examination  may  be 
found  in  the  tables  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet. 

The  eligible  list  of  Junior  Assistants  was  exhausted  during  the 
year  and  October  27  a  competitive  examination  was  held  and  a  new 
list  formed.  The  changes  in  the  staff,  both  those  made  in  filling 
vacancies  and  such  as  were  required  by  the  addition  of  new  assist- 
ants to  attend  to  increasing  work,  are  noted  in  the  report  of  the 
librarian. 

A  finding-list  of  fiction  and  a  special  list  of  books  on  Christian 
missions  have  been  issued  during  the  year.  It  is  important  that 
a  list  should  be  printed^ the  current  year  of  additions  to  the  library 
which  circulate,  for  the  last  six  and  one  balf  years. 

It  is  hoped  to  use  a  typewriter  in  preparing  cards  in  the  cata- 
loguing department  the  present  year. 

The  committee  desires  to  state  emphatically  that  more  money 
should  be  spent  in  buying  books.  The  children's  department  es- 
pecially needs  large  additions. 

The  Committee  believes  that  the  attendants  in  the  library  have 
lAown  skill  and  faithfulness  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and 
that  the  public  has  been  well  and  satisfactorily  cared  for. 

W.  T.   FORBES. 
FREDERICK  W.  VERMIL.LE. 
G.  S.  WIRE, 
CHAS.  R.  JOHNSON, 

Meinher!(  qf  the  Lihrnnj  Comwittee, 


Report  of  the  Committee  On  the 

Reading  Room. 


To  the  Hoard  of  Director h. 

The  Reading-room  Committee  has  the  charge  of  the  large  room 
in  the  basement  used  for  newspapers  and  the  reading-room  for 
magazines,  literary,  scientific,  art  and  other  periodicals  anl  the 
ladies'  reading-room  on  the  first  floor  of  the  library  building. 

The  comfort  of  the  users  of  the  lower  room  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  introduction  made  towards  the  close  of  the  year 
before  last  of  additional  radiators  into  the  room.  It  has  also  added 
to  the  convenience  of  the  public  to  have  an  attendant  in  that  rooxrt 
constantly.  The  day  attendant  is  Mr.  A.  J.  Hackett.  In  the  eve- 
ning the  room  is  cared  for  by  young  men  hired  by  the  hour. 

The  use  of  the  reading-rooms  is  a^lways  very  large.  No  account 
is  kept  of  this  use  excepting  on  Sundays  and  holidays.  The  rec- 
ords of  those  users  may  be  found  among  the  statistics  at  the  end 
of  the  pamphlet  as  also  tables  giving  lists  of  periodicals  and  papers 
added  during  the  past  year  by  subscriptions  and  of  gifts  to  the 
reading-rooms. 

The  number  of  newspapers  and  other  periodicals  which  must  be 
taken  here  increases  every  year  and  has  now  reached  an  aggregate 
of  600.  The  money  spent  in  providing  this  large  number  of  serials 
secures  a  rich  return  in  the  enjoyment  and  instruction  of  a  very 
large  body  of  residents. 

The  city  will  be  asked  to  appropriate  $600.  instead  of  $500,  ta 
add  to  the  income  of  the  Reading-room  Fund  for  buying  papers 
and  other  periodicals.  Some  new  racks  should  also  be  placed  Va 
the  newspaper  reading-room. 

JOHN   F.    O'CONNOR, 
ALEXANDER  BELISLE, 
HENRY    L.    PARKER, 

Reading  Room  Committee^ 


Report  of  the  Committee  On  the 

Building. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

The  work  of  this  Committee  has  been  for  the  past  year  some- 
what apart  from  that  which  usually  falls  to  the  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  our  recommendation  made  in  the  last  an- 
nual report  and  throug-h  the  liberality  of  the  Mayor,  we  were  given 
an  appropriation  which  included  a  sum  sufficient  for  rewiring  the 
library  building  and  renewing  our  electric  plant.  After  many  con- 
sultations with  the  Supervisor  of  Wires  and  with  the  Mayor  the 
contract  was  let  to  the  lowest  bidder  and  necessary  bonds  taken 
to  Insure  the  proper  performance  of  his  work. 

In  addition  to  this  the  usual  care  has  been  taken  of  the  build- 
ings: a  linoleum  floor  has  been  laid  in  the  rear  of  the  children's 
department;  the  steam  plant,  including  boilers,  the  electric  lights 
and  the  roofs,  have  all  been  the  subject  of  care  and  thought. 

The  Committee  reorganized  the  Janitorial  department  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  with  a  view  to  putting  all  work  of  that  nature 
under  one  head  and  a  competent  man  was  engaged  to  take  entire 
charge  of  this  department.  The  Committee  believes  the  result  to 
have  been  very  satisfactory  and  recommends  a  continuance  of  the 
plan.  The  Head  of  the  Department  has  been  able  to  attend  to  all 
of  our  minor  repairs. 

We  recommend  that  new  floors  be  laid  in  the  circulating  depart- 
ment. Respectfully  Submitted, 

ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN, 
G.  E.  WIRE, 

For  the  Building  Committee, 


Roport  of  the  Committee  On  Finance. 


To  tfie  Directors  qf  the  Free  Public  Library, 

The  Committee  on  Finance  has,  during  the  past  year,  discharged 
the  ordinary  functions  of  its  office,  including  the  examination  and 
approval  of  bills  and  care  that  a  proper  amount  of  insurance  is 
carried  on  the  library  property.  Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  rates 
for  insurance,  no  money  was  available  for  additional  insurance.  A 
rebate  has  been  made  recently  which  will  enable  us  to  lay  a  small 
amount  of  new  insurance.  The  Committee  has  spent  time  in  elab- 
orating a  plan  for  a  clear  monthly  statement  to  show  to  the  Board 
and  Committees  our  exact  financial  standing  at  a  given  time. 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the  ap- 
propriation received  from  the  city,  and  the  expenditures  therefrom, 
and  also  relative  to  the  Green  Library,  Reading-room,  Librarian  and 
Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1906. 

The  city  appropriation  for  the  past  year  was  $38,000,  the  amount 
received  from  dog  licenses,  etc.,  $6,596.75;  from  fines,  sale  of  cata- 
logues, etc.,  $1,139.59;  rent  of  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
(2  years)  $20;  making  with  the  balance  of  $66.05  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  a  total  of  $45,822.29.  The  expenditures  aggregated 
$44,607.58.  The  unexpended  balance  is  $1,214.71.  This  balance  is 
large,  but  we  are  bound  by  contract  to  spend  $1,475  for  new  elec- 
tric work,  when,  as  soon  will  be  the  case,  that  is  finished.  The 
amount  of  money  to  bring  the  balance  up  to  $1,475  has  been  ar- 
ranged for. 

The  Green  Library  Fund  now  amounts  to  $56,538.45,  an  increase 
of  $2,265.55  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian's  Fund  Is  now  $7,401.72,  an  increase 
of  $271.50. 

The  Henry  W.  Brown  Fund  amounts  to  $125.86. 

The  report  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  treasurer  of  the  Reading 
Room  Fund  is  appended  to  this  report,  and  in  that  report  the  rail- 
road .storks  owned  by  the  fund  are,  according  to  custom,  recorded 
at  par  value. 

The  committee  has  examined  the  securities  of  the  Green  Library, 
Librarian.  Reading  Room  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds  In  the  hands 
of  the  City  Treasurer  and  they  correspond  with  the  schedule,  and 
the  treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited  and  found  to  be  correct. 
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The  account  with  the  librarian  has  been  examined  and  approved. 

The  committee  iias  carefully  considered  the  needs  of  the  library 
for  the  coming  year  and  will  report  to  you  an  estimate  of  the  nec- 
essary expenditures.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  city  govern- 
ment will  see  its  way  clear  to  make  a  moderate  increase  in  the 
annual  appropriation  in  accordance  with  the  needs  expressed  in 
oUier  reports.  There  is  an  imperative  demand  for  a  very  consid- 
erable increase  in  the  amount  which  may  be  spent  for  books,  es- 
l.ecially  for  the  children's  department. 

FREDERICK  W    VERMILLE, 
EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

Members  qf  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


Report  of  the  Assistant  Librarian. 


To  Samuel  S.  Green,  Lilrrarian,  for  the  Board  qf  Directors. 

My  daily  duties  during  tlie  year  ending  November  30,  1906,  nave, 
in  the  main,  fallen  into  two  classes:  (1)  a  general  superinten- 
dence of  the  buildings  with  regard  to  securing  the  proper  heat, 
light  and  ventilation  throughout  the  institution,  and  (2)  assisting 
the  cataloguing  department  in  the  revision  of  suca  material  already 
in  the  library,  as  bad  not  yet  been  treated  in  modern  form. 

Besides  these  routine  duties,  I  prepared,  in  the  autumn,  a  set 
of  questions,  and  corrected  the  papers  for  the  examination  for 
Junior  Assistants,  held  on  October  27th,  and  during  most  of  July 
and  August,  in  the  Librarian's  vacation,  took  his  place  in  charge  of 
the  library.  In  spare  hours  I  compiled  a  selected  list  of  books  on 
missions  and  religious  history,  and,  earlier  in  the  year,  put  through 
the  press  the  finding-list  of  music,  the  compilation  of  whicn  had 
occupied  much  of  my  time  for  two  months. 

The  preparation  of  statistical  tables  for  accessions  and  circula- 
tion, as  part  of  the  annual  report,  has  been  in  my  cnarge,  and  also 
the  compilation  of  returns  requested  by  the  Massachusetts  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics,  together  with  some  other  work  of  similar  kinds. 

In  addition  to  the  duties  already  mentioned,  I  nave  conducted 
considerable  general  correspondence;  edited  the  monthly  list  of 
additions;  helped  with  the  reference  work  three  hours  weekly; 
made  a  tour  of  the  delivery  stations;  supervised  tne  newspaper 
reading-room;  served  as  clerk  to  the  Library  Committee;  attended 
to  the  custom-house  business  and  inspected  the  fire-apparatus 
monthly;  and  offered,  from  time  to  time,  suggestions  to  the  Libra- 
rian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  KENDALL  SHAW. 


Report  of  the  Reference  Librarian. 


To  Samuel  S.  Green,  Tjihrarian.for  the  Board  oj'  Directors. 

Very  few  persons  understand  what  the  work  of  a  reference  de- 
partment Is  and  they  do  not  realize  the  efforts  that  are  made  in 
a  popular  library  in  searching  for  information  asked  for  by  the 
users.  T^ie  wants  are  of  great  variety.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  questions  asked  during  one  day  of  the  present  year:  A 
lady  wished  for  material  for  an  essay  on  Helen  of  Troy  in  litera- 
ture and  art;  a  gentleman  who  was  editing  a  German  poem  wanted 
to  know  exactly  how  a  battle  was  fought  during  the  Thirty  Years' 
War;  anotlver  person  desired  something  about  the  Ghettos  of  the 
Jews;  one  of  our  young  citizens  who  had  been  on  a  trip  to  the 
battlefields  with  a  party  of  military  men  wished  to  read  up  on 
the  Ciyil  War.  Considerable  time  was  spent  in  finding  material 
for  the  first  two  questions.  Such  subjects  as  Apostles'  spoons, 
picture  of  a  country  Roman  villa,  position  of  the  planets  In  1775, 
picture  of  a  lobster  pot,  election  day  in  colonial  times  in  Massa- 
chusetts are  samples  of  questions  not  easily  answerei.  One  must 
have  a  knowledge  of  books,  must  be  able  to  use  that  knowledge 
quickly,  to  do  work  of  this  character.  Indexes  such  as  Poole,  the 
Readers'  Guide,  are  helps  only.  There  must  be  trained  assistants 
"wjho  are  alert,  sympathetic  and  executive  and  when  a  person  Is  ap- 
pointed who  knows  absolutely  nothing  of  library  work  the  library 
is  greatly  fettered  and  it  seems  to  me  that  no  one  should  receive 
such  an  appointment  who  has  had  no  library  experience  or  training. 
Reference  work  cannot  be  measured  by  the  number  of  volumes 
used,  the  thought  and  energy  put  into  It  cannot  be  written  or  told 
or  perhaps  appreciated  by  the  public  in  general,  although  every 
librarian  "has  reason  to  feel  encouraged  and  grateful  for  the  warm 
expressions  received  from  patrons — and  Worcester  people  are  not 
backward  in  this  respect. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  busy  one  with  about  the  same  class  of 
users,  possibly  the  demand  for  material  for  art  students  and  the 
useful  arts  has  increased.  During  the  last  few  months  several 
young  ladies  who  are  'studying  at  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts 
have  spent  days  using  our  fine  books  on  architecture  and  "design. 
Bountl  volumes  of  newspapers  and  the  department  in  genealogy 
have  been  largely  drawn  upon.     Authors  have  used  the  library  to 
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quite  an  extent.  During  the  year  the  following  classes  and  clubs 
have  met  at  the  library:  Class  to  use  books  and  illustrations  on 
prehistoric  dwellings;  class  to  use  illustrated  books  on  birds;  tlie 
Greek  Club;  The  Thursday  Morning  Club  to  use  books  and  illua- 
trations  on  our  island  possessions;  the  Home  Club  to  see  some  of 
the  rare  and  expensive  books  in  the  library.  At  the  time  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Conference  of  Charities  we  selected  some  fifty 
books  on  modern  methods  of  oharities  and  invited  clergymen  and 
others  interested  to  examine  them  and  they  were  used  by  quite  a 
number  who  expressed  great  surprise  and  delight  to  see  such  a 
collection. 

We  have  had  exhibitions  of  photographs  of  the  English  school  of 
painting:  The  Dutch  school;  The  German  school;  The  French 
SQhool;  Steinmann's  frescoes  of  the  Sistine  Chapel;  Portraits  and 
views  of  Worcester  and  bill  posters,  a  valuable  collection  kindly 
loaned  by  Mr.  BenJ.  T.  Hill.  The  Art  School  League  exhibited  for 
a  week,  as  it  has  before,  photographs,  vases,  bric-a-brac  owned 
by  the  public  schools. 

The  boys*  debating  societies  frequently  retire  to  a  study  room  to 
"talk  over"  points  gained  by  reading,  and  the  young  ladies  are  not 
behind  in  the  use  of  the  library  when  weighty  questions  are  to  be 
debated.  In  fact,  we  have  bought  second  copies  of  Brookings  and 
Ringwalt's  Briefs  for  debate  and  the  Readers'  Guide,  so  large  is 
the  use  of  these  books. 

At  the  present  time  the  reference  department  numbers  85,554 
volumes  and  17,174  pamphlets.  There  has  been  a  considerable  re- 
arrangement of  books  in  our  stacks.  One  of  the  difficult  things  to 
plan  in  a  library  is  leaving  room  for  growth. 

The  Sunday  use  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  we  liave  had 
to  open  the  magazine  room  during  the  winter  months.  There  has 
been  a  slight  falling  off  from  the  holiday  use.  The  books  on  the 
open  shelves  in  the  reference  room  are  in  such  constant  use  that 
many  of  them  have  been  rebound  this  year.  Users,  especially 
strangers,  thoroughly  appreciate  these  open  shelves. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUCY  A.  YOUNG. 


Report  of  the  Circulating  Librarian. 


To  Mr.  Smnucl  S,  Green,  Librarian,  for  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Pnhlic 
TAhrnry. 

I  am  able  to  report  for  this  department  an  increase  in  circula- 
tion for  the  past  year  of  3,441  volumes.  The  total  number  issued 
was  173, SSI  against  170,440  the  previous  year.  Although  the  work 
has  been  greater,  the  staff  has  been  smaller.  The  resignation  of 
two  of  the  junior  assistants,  one  in  April  and  tihe  other  in  Septem- 
ber, made  the  work  very  heavy  and  trying.  It  was  not  until 
November  that  two  new  junior  assistants  were  engaged  to  fill  the 
vuirant  places. 

During  the  summer  every  spare  moment  was  employed  in  get- 
ting books  ready  for  the  new  charging  system^  soon  we  hope,  to  be 
adopted.  We  were  able,  in  spite  of  vacations  and  a  depleted  staff, 
to  get  9,500  book  cards  written,  about  the  same  number  of  book 
pockets  numbered  and  pasted  in  the  books.  It  is  impossible,  with 
the  amount  of  regular  work  to  be  done  each  day  and  with  the 
present  number  of  assistants  to  make  much  progress  in  this  work 
during  the  winter  and  spring.  I  have  asked,  in  my  estimates,  for 
an  appropriation  sufficient  to  purchase  the  remainder  of  the  nec- 
essary supplies.  Before  the  work  is  done,  I  may  have  to  ask  for 
extra  assistance. 

The  circulation  through  the  delivery  stations  has  increased. 
12,80.3  books  were  given  out  against  10,622  a  year  ago.  an  increase 
of  2181.  The  station  at  South  Worcester  nas  been  changed  to  the 
drug  store  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Foley,  corner  of  Southbridge  and  Cambridge 
streets,  the  former  keeper  having  given  up  his  place  of  business  in 
that  locality.  Notices  have  been  distributed,  drawing  attention  to 
the  new  place,  and  signs  have  been  put  in  the  windows.  A  table 
showing  the  use  of  books  through  the  eight  stations  is  given  else- 
where. 

The  new  fiction  list  Is  very  satisfactory  and  a  great  help  to 
people  living  at  a  distance  from  the  library.  I  have  asked  for  some 
short  lists  of  hooks  that  we  can  send  around  to  factories  and  other 
places  thereby  drawing  attention  to  late  works  on  special  subjects. 

We  need  pictures  for  the  waiting  room.  The  bare  walls  are 
a  constant  reminder  of  this  fact.  In  my  estimates  this  year  a  small 
amount  is  asked  for  this  purpose.     In  a  small  frame  with  a  movable 
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back,  several  photographs  from  Rembrandt  and  Corot  have  been 


On  a  table  In  the  waiting  room  have  been  placed  from  time 
to  time,  books  suitable  to  the  season  and  to  passing  events.  The 
subjects  selected  In  the  past  year  In  their  order  were:  Dutch  Art; 
Denmark;  Normandy  and  Brittany:  Algiers,  Morocco,  Tunis;  South- 
ern Italy,  Naples,  Pompeii.  Volcanoes;  Birds  and  Flowers;  Ibsen 
and  his  works;  Insects,  Moths,  Butterflies;  Trees,  Ferns,  Mosses; 
Wonders  of  the  sea  and  shore:  Books  on  Rowing,  Yachting,  Ship- 
building; Sports  Ac;  Mushrooms;  Kindergarten  books;  Music, 
musicians  and  composers;  Photography;  Arts  and  Crafts.  Our 
patrons  occasionally  ask  that  certain  books  be  put  on  this  table, 
something  that  they  are  especially  Interested  in.  We  have  com- 
plied with  this  request  each  time. 

The  Improvements  being  made  in  putting  electric  lights  into 
the  building  will  add  gpreatly  to  the  comfort  of  the  assistants  and 
to  the  preservation  of  the  books. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  E.  TTLER, 

Circulating  Librarian, 


Report  of  the  Children's  Librarian. 


To  Samuel  S.  Oreen^  Librarian,  for  the  Board  qf  IHrectora, 

The  statistics  of  the  children's  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing Dec.  1,  1906,  show  an  increase  in  the  home  circulation  of  books 
of  2,355  volumes.  There  were  also  20,036  volumes  sent  to  the 
schools  from  this  department,  making  the  total  circulation  for  the 
year  109,346  volumes.  In  the  use  of  the  reference  books  there  has 
been  a  decrease  of  390  volumes,  as  pains  have  been  taken  to  en- 
courage the  High  school  pupils  to  use  the  main  reference  lepart- 
ment  of  the  Library.  There  have  been  3,014  new  names  registered, 
and  798  accounts  renewed.  The  number  of  books  destroyed,  re- 
bound, and  missing  is  double  that  of  last  year,  due  to  a  thorough 
Inspection  of  every  volume  in  the  department  during  the  summer. 
Therefore,  in  spite  of  the  addition  by  purchase  of  1,000  more  vol- 
umes than  last  year,  there  are  now  in  the  department  only  7,809 
volumes  to  meet  a  circulation  of  over  a  lOO^OOO.  Both  the  Sunday 
and  holiday  use  of  the  room  has  increased,  there  having  been  575 
boys  and  girls  using  770  volumes  during  the  7  holidays,  and  3,945 
using  5,771  volumes  during  the  52  Sundays,  showing  a  most  gratify- 
ing appreciation  of  the  opening  of  the  room  on  these  days. 

On  July  23d,  the  "Newark"  charging  system  was  first  used  in 
this  department,  and  has  proved  most  satisfactory.  It  not  only 
saves  time  in  charging  the  books, — an  important  item  during  the 
busy  hours  of  the  afternoon, — but  also  has  eliminated  the  possibil- 
ity of  many  mistakes  formerly  made  in  writing  down  the  book  num- 
ber and  copy.  The  book-pockets  in  which  the  children  are  in- 
structed to  keep  their  cards,  have  overcome  the  difficulties  of  lost 
cards  wihich  are  found  and  used  by  others.  The  rules  of  the 
Library  are  now  printed  on  paper  book-markers,  which  the  chil- 
dren are  requested  to  use  as  such  Instead  of  turning  down  the 
leaves  of  the  books. 

Among  the  gifts  for  which  the  children's  department  wishes 
publicly  to  express  its  thanks  were  the  abundance  of  Christmas 
greens  and  trees  which  members  of  the  Employment  society  gave 
us  last  year  with  which  to  decorate  the  room  at  Christmas-tide. 
They  were  a  delight  to  the  children  for  many  days.  To  Mrs.  Eliz- 
abeth F.  P.  Chamberlin  we  are  indebted  for  a  handsome  set  of  three 
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chairs  and  a  settee  of  oak,  and  for  a  framed  photograph  of  Delia 
Robbia'8  "Singing  Boys."  Also  for  a  "Morris"  chair  for  the  assiat- 
ant's  Rest  Room.  To  Mr.  Henry  Harmon  Chamberlin  the  depart- 
ment is  greatly  indebted  for  a  set  of  60  foreign  photographs  of  the 
better  known  famous  paintings,  to  be  used  as  a  loan  collection  by 
the  public  school  teachers.  This  is  a  splendid  foundation  for  a 
collection  which,  if  increased  and  encouraged,  will  have  as  strong 
an  educational  influence  among  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  as 
will  the  books. 

A  number  of  experiments  have  been  successfully  tried  in  the 
reading  room.  In  one  corner  of  the  room  are  kindergarten  chairs 
and  a  table  for  the  use  of  the  younger  children,  with  thoir  picture 
books  close  at  hand.  By  thus  separating  them  from  the  others, 
they  can  be  more  closely  watched  and  guided  in  the  use  of  the 
books.  Here  are  also  a  number  of  stereoscopes  and  views  which 
children  of  all  ages  enjoy.  There  is  also  a  book-case  full  of  the 
best  editions  of  standard  children's  books  for  the  use  of  oiler  peo- 
ple. These  have  proved  helpful  to  many  a  perplexed  mother  or 
aunt  who  wanted  to  buy  a  copy  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  for  example, 
and  did  not  know  which  of  the  many  editions  to  get.  For  three 
weeks  before  Christmas,  we  have  had  a  table  of  100  good  gift  hooka 
for  children,  reserved  for  the  inspection  of  the  older  folk.  Includ- 
ed were  books  of  all  prices  and  for  all  ages,  with  publishers*  catalogs 
and  price  lists.  A  number  of  reading  lists,  such  as  *'Good  books 
for  the  summer  days,"  "Stories  of  adventure,"  "Books  for  girls" 
and  so  forth  were  compiled,  and  mimeographed  in  great  numbers 
for  the  children  to  take  home  with  them.  It  was  found  advisable 
to  close  the  children's  room  at  8  P.  M.,  on  Saturdays,  and  at  6 
P.  M.  on  holidays,  so  that  the  boys  could  have  no  excuse  to  linger 
on  the  streets  late  at  night. 

The  use  of  the  books  by  the  public  schools  has  been  increased 
over  the  previous  year's  work  12,902  volume.^  through  various  ef- 
forts. T'pon  the  invitation  of  Mr.  Green  and  the  Children's  Librar- 
ian a  number  of  the  0th  grades  with  their  teachers  visitei  the 
Library  during  May  and  June.  They  were  taken  into  every  depart- 
ment, and  were  told  not  only  of  the  history,  resources,  and  con- 
tents of  the  whole  T^Ibrary.  but  also  of  the  use  of  the  card  catalog,  of 
the  lighting  and  heating  system,  and  of  the  construction  of  the 
book  stacks.  The  intelligent  interest  and  keen  pleasure  expressed 
by  these  "little  citizens"  more  than  repaid  the  Library  staff  for  the 
effort.  The  Children's  Librarian  has  visited  a  number  of  the 
schools,  and  has  also  talked  upon  good  reading  for  children  to 
Mothers  at  a  number  of  the  "Mother's  Meetings"  held  by  the  kin- 
dergarten teachers.  During  the  summer  months  a  number  of 
magazine  pictures  were  mounted    on    cardboard    to    loan    to    the 
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teachers.  They  include  pictures  of  persons  and  of  places^  of  his- 
torical and  of  timely  events,  of  animals  and  of  vegetation.  To  this 
collection  were  added  the  60  foreign  photographs  kindly  presented 
by  Mr.  Chamberlin.  These  pictures  and  photographs  have  proved 
of  the  greatest  assistance  to  the  teachers.  They  have  also  shown 
appreciation  of  a  number  of  graded  )i«ts  of  reading,  mimeograph 
copies  of  which  were  sent  to  them. 

The  Children's  Librarian  must  again  emphasize  her  plea  for 
more  books  for  the  department  as  the  demand  so  far  exceeds  the 
snpply  that  it  becomes  harder  and  harder  to  satisfy  the  requests  of 
the  children.  We  also  hope  to  receive  funds  for  a  finding  list,  and 
for  having  printed  the  reading  lists  which  we  now  laboriously  mim- 
eograph. Among  other  pressing  needs  of  the  department  are  lino- 
leum to  cover  the  floor  of  the  main  reading  room,  a  new  book  truck, 
a  few  good  pictures  suitably  framed  to  add  to  the  decoration  of  the 
room,  and  for  the  Rest  Room  of  the  assistants,  a  rug  to  cover  a 
bare  floor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  CAMERON, 

Children* 8  Librarian, 


Report  of  the  Chief  Cataloguer. 


To  Samuel  S,  Green,  Lihraiian,  for  the  Board  qf  Directors, 

The  catalogue  department  presents  to  the  Librarian  and  the 
Board  of  Directors  its  first  report  as  an  independent  department, 
the  statistical  report  appended  covering  the  period  from  the  Ist  of 
April  to  the  1st  of  December,  1906.  Previous  to  this,  the  tsatalog- 
uing  had  been  done  in  conjunction  with  the  reference  work,  but  in 
March,  this  work  was  given  into  the  charge  of  the  chief  cataloguer 
ad  a  new  department  created. 

In  November  of  last  year,  the  chief  cataloguer,  Miss  Martha  E. 
Spafford,  resigned,  but  consented  to  continue  the  work  until  the 
arrival  of  the  present  incumbent  on  February  1st.  At  this  time. 
Miss  Harriet  A.  Barnes  became  junior  assistant,  and  on  March  18th 
the  staff  was  further  increased  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Ella  L. 
Sawyer  as  senior  assistant.  Both  have  rendered  efficient  and  will- 
ing service  to  the  department. 

The  catalogue  in  the  children's  room  has  received  especial  atten- 
tion. Biographical  headings  have  been  preceded  by  an  explanatory 
card  giving  the  person's  name  in  full  with  a  brief  characterizing 
phrase,  such  as:  "Polo,  Marco,  famous  Venetian  traveller."  These 
have  been  found  helpful  to  both  children  and  teachers.  A  special 
list  of  subject-headings,  printed  by  the  Pittsburgh  library,  is  also 
used  for  the  children's  catalogue  and  subject  cards  for  both  fiction 
and  non-fiction  are  used  more  freely  than  formerly.  The  cards 
have  been  carefully  cleaned  and  the  edges  tinted  red.  Such  edges 
Iteep  clean  longer  than  white  edges. 

In  June,  the  fiction  finding-list  of  238  pages,  which  had  been 
partially  prepared  in  slip-form,  was  edited  and  put  in  form  for  the 
printer.  During  the  next  three  months,  the  proof-reading  of  this 
occupied  most  of  the  time  of  the  department  staff,  the  current  work 
not  being  so  pressing.     The  list  was  completed  in  October. 

The  work  of  classifying  fiction  under  subject-headings  was  also 
begun  and  several  hundred  cards  made.  This  was  discontinued  on 
account  of  lack  of  time  to  do  the  work  and  lack  of  space  in  the 
catalogue.  The  work  of  revision  which  was  begun  ten  years  ago, 
and  which  is  not  yet  completed,  is  not  done  in  this  department,  the 
limited  assistance  making  it  Impossible  to  do  more  than  the  current 
work. 
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The  Library  of  Congress  cards  are  being  increasingly  used 
through  the  catalogue,  as  it  is  becoming  more  easy  to  obtain  them 
for  foreign  books. 

The  cataloguing  room  has  been  refurnished  and  fitted  up  with 
additional  appliances.  It  is  now  a  convenient  and  attractive  work- 
room. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLARA  WALKER  BRAGG, 

Chi^  Cataloguer. 


CATALOGUE  STATISTICS  FROM  APR.  TO  DEC.  1906. 

New  books  catalogued^  2,354 

Duplicates   catalogued,  1,118 

Pamphlets  catalogued^  319 

Periodicals  catalogued,  444 

No.  of  cards  written,  13,944 

No.  of  Library  of  Congress  cards  used,  2,023 

No.  of  A.  L.  A.  cards  used,  469 

Shelf  list  slips  made,  1,648 

Bulletin  slips  made,  1,407 
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APPENDIX  ONE. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 


KECKIPTS. 


Municipal  appropriation. 

$38,000 

00 

Income  from  Invested  funds: 

Green  Library  fund, 

$1,854 

33 

Reading-room  fund, 

421 

35 

Librarian  fund, 

271 

50 

Henry  W.  Brown  fund, 

4 

23 

2.551 

41 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

6,596 

75 

Receipts  from  fines. 

1,111 

05 

Rpnt  Y.  M.  C.  A.  (2  yrs.). 

20 

00 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

27 

10 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged 

books. 

9 

25 

Rebates  on  Insurance, 

54 

89 

Sale  of  old  paper  and  old  Iron, 

8 

97 

Sundry  receipts. 

8 

65 

$48,388 

07 

Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: 

Municipal   appropriation, 

$66 

05 

Green  T-ibrary  fund. 

2,743 

31 

Fines,    catalogues,   etc.. 

90 

64 

Reading-room  fund, 

175 

67 

3,075 

67 

$51,463 

74 

KXPKNDITURKS. 


Bool\a: 

Green  Library  fund. 
City  appropriation. 


HOOK    ACCOUNT. 


$1,211   44 
S,139   99 


Periodicals: 

Green  Library  fund. 
City  appropriation. 


9 
939 


20 
97 


$9,351   43 
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Reading-room  fund  (income  In- 
creased by  $500  from  city  ap- 
propriation), 


677   48 


Binding, 

Repairs  and  additions, 

Furniture, 

Insurance, 

Fuel, 

Lights, 


BUILDING    ACCOUNT. 


SALARY   ACCOUNT. 


Administration    (including  wages  of  janitors). 
Cataloguing, 

SUPPLY   ACCOUNT. 

Printing  catalogues. 

Blanks   and   stationery  and    printing  report, 

Postage  and  revenue  stamps. 

Sundries: 

Water   for  elevators,  etc.  $527   60 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  ex- 
pressage,    minor    running    expenses, 
etc., 
Amount  added  of  income  and  other  re- 
ceipts of  the  Green  Library  fund  to 
the  principal  of  the  fund. 
Income    of    Librarian    fund,    added    to 

priuQipal, 
Income  of  Henry  W.  Brown  fund,  tem- 
porarily added   to  principal. 


518  12 

515  53 

271  50 

4  28 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1905: 

Green  Library  fund,                                     $2,861  47 
Reading-room  fund,                                          419  54 
Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  cata- 
logues, etc.                                                     171  06 
Balance  of  municipal  appropriation,        1,214  71 


1,626   65 
3  023   69 

447    94 

345    18 

600   31 

1,242    84 

1,555   81 

23,413   52 
1.525  41 

$643  38 
894  63 
289  19 


1,836  98 


46,796  96 


4,666  78 


$51,463  74 
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STATISTICS. 


ACCESSIONS. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 

Green  reference  library. 
Rest  of  reference  library, 
Circulating    department, 
Children's    department. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 
Green  reference  library, 
Rest  of  reference  library, 
Circulating  department. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 
Reference  library. 
Circulating   department, 
Children's  department. 


Number    of    missing    volumes    restored 
since  last  report: 
Children's  department. 


216 

900 

2,650 

1,966 


0 

604 

98 


692 

115 

10 


5,732 


702 


817 


7,255 


Number  of  volumes  worn  out  or  muti- 
lated  and   withdrawn   since   last 
report: 
Reference    library,  2 

Circulating    department,  534 

Children's    department,  1,999 


Number    of    volumes    missing 
since   last      report   and 
not  accounted  for: 
Reference   library, 
Circulating    department, 
Children's   department. 


4 

58 
147 


2,535 


209 
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Number  of  volumes  regularly 
charged,    but    lost   and 
paid  for: 
Circulating   department, 
Children's   department, 


Number   of  volumes  lost   and 
not  paid  for: 
Circulating   department, 
Children's    department. 


15 
13 


44 
69 


Net  increase  for  the  year, 

Number   of  volumes   in   library  as  last 
reported: 
Green  reference  library. 
Rest  of  reference  library, 
Circulating   department. 


28 


113 


26,177 
56,993 
70,006 


2,885 


4,370 


153,176 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library. 

Number  of  volumes  transferred: 

From  reference  library  to  circulat- 
ing  department, 

From    reference    library    to    Green 
library, 

From  circulating     department     to 
reference   library. 
Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  library 
by  departments: 

Green   reference   library. 

Rest  of  reference  library. 

Circulating  department. 

Children's  department, 


157,546 


Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 

Reference  library,  11 


87 

6 

65 


26,399 

59.155 

64,183 

7,809 


157,54$ 
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Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Reference  library,  392 


403 
Total  number  of  pamphlets  in  the  library,  17,174 

Number     of  newspapers   sub- 
scribed for: 
Reading-room    fund    and 

city  funds,  169 

Number   of  newspapers   given 

to  the  reading-room,  49 


218 


Number     of     magazines  sub- 
scribed for: 
Reading-room  fund     and 

city   funds,  353 

Number  of  magazines     given 

to   the   reading-room,  29 


382 


600 


CIRCULATION. 


Number  of  days  the  reference  library  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  newspaper  reading  room  was  open,  365 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  306 

Number  of  days  the  children's   department   was   open   for 

circulation,  306 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,    (Circulating       263,191 

de;)artment.   173,881;    children's  department,   89,310). 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use  (Reference  104,253 

library,    *  102.665:      children's      department.      1.588). 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  from  children's  department 

to  the  schools,  20,036 

Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference):  reference  library. 

335;    circulating  department,    568;    children's   depart- 
ment. 357.  1,260 
Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference):  reference  library 

Jan.  20,  849;   circulating  department,  Feb.  10,  1,232; 

children's  department,   Mar.   31.   7  20.  2.801 

Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference):  reference  library, 

July  30,  65;   circulating  department,     July  17,     285; 

children's  department.  July  19,   93.  443 
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Number  of  notices  sent  to  delinquents,  16,775 

(Circulating    department,    12,372;    children's    depart- 
ment,  4,403). 

Number  of  volumes  bound  or  rebound,  7,944 

(Reference   library,    '2,039:    circulating     department, 
2,128:  children's  department,  3,777). 

Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  4,724 

(Circulating   department,      1,710;      children's   depart- 
ment,  3,014). 

Total  number  of  active  borrowers'  cards,  24,271 

(Circulating  department,     12,920;     children's  depart- 
ment,  11,351). 

♦Of  this  number,  22,481  shows  the  use  of  portfolios  in  art 
exhibitions. 

SUNDAY  USE. 

(MAIN   LIBRARY.) 


•  '  reference  room  is  open  from  2  to  9  p.  m. 
The  newspaper  room  is  open  from  1  to  9  p.  m. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  room 
Number  of  persons  using  the  newspaper  room. 

Total  number  of  persons. 
Average  number  of  persons. 
Largest  attendance,  March  18, 
Smallest  attendance,  August  19, 
Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference. 
Average  number  of  volumes  used. 


4,971 
9,069 

14,040 

270 

565 

83 

3,709 

71 


HOLIDAY  USE. 


(MAIN    LIBRARY.) 


The  reference  room  is  open  from  9  a.  m.  to  9.30  p.  m. 

The  newspaper  room  from  8  a.  m.  to  9.30  p.  m. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  room. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  newspaper  room. 

Total  number. 
Average  number  of  persons. 
Largest  attendance,   February  22, 
Snmllest  attendance,  July  4, 
Nnniber  of  volumes  used  for  reference. 
Average  number  of  volumes  used, 


773 

1,146 

1,919 

274 

620 

134 

673 

96 
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SUNDAY  USB. 

(childbe:w's  department.) 

The  department  is  open  for  reading  from  2  to  6  p.  m. 

Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  3,945 

Average  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  76 

Largest  attendance,  March  18,  185 

Smallest  attendance,  August   19,  24 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,  5,771 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  111 

HOLIDAY  USE. 

(children's  department.) 

The  department  is  open  for  reading  from  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. 

Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  575 

Average  number  of   persons   using  the   room,  82 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  219 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  14 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,  770 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  110 

TOTAL  SUNDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  USE. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library: 

Sundays — 

Main  library,  14.040 

Children's   department,  3,945 


17,985 


Holidays — 

Main  library,  1,919 

Children's  department,  575 


2,494 


Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  within  the  building*. 

Sundays — 

Main  library.  3,709 

Children's  department,  5,771 

9,480 
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Holidays — 

Main  Ubrary,  ^'^^ 

Children's  department,  770 

1,443 
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APPENDIX  TWO. 


CITY  APPROPRIATION. 

Financial  >SUi(f)n(ntfor  Ou   Year  Endimj  Xovanher  30,  inOfJ, 


KKSOURCES. 


Balance  from  previous  yi'ur, 
City  appropriation. 
Dor  licenses  and  court  fees, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 
Rent  Y.  M.  C.  A.  (2  years), 


|G0  (ir) 

38,000  00 

6.596  75 

1.139  49 

20  00 


145,822    29 


KXPENDITITRES. 

IHnding, 

Printing  and  charging  sliiJS. 

Lists  of  additions, 

Finding  lists. 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expres- 
sage,  postage,  removing  ashes, 
street  sprinkling,  and  other  minor 
running  expenses. 

Covering  paper  and  stationery. 

Postal  cards  for  delinquents, 

Cards  for  cataloguing. 

Furniture, 

Water, 

Delivery   stations. 

New  charging  system. 

Cost  of  examinations. 

Books, 

Repairs, 

PZlectric  wiring  and  fixtures. 

Elictric  light, 

Gas. 

Co.il. 

Salary  of  Librarian. 

Salary  of   Assistant   librarian. 

Salaries  of  Assistants. 


13.023  69 
331  ITi 
2S7  00 
356  38 


601 

73 

237 

61 

17(> 

00 

63 

13 

345 

IS 

527 

60 

SS4 

34 

240 

24 

22 

50 

9.079 

96 

330 

58 

117 

36 

496 

99 

1.058 

82 

1,242 

84 

3.500 

00 

■*   "  *■  V 
1 , :)  <  0 

00 

12,517 

89 

I  I 
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Catalogue  department,  1,525  41 

Service  by  hour,  2,255  53 

Janitorial  service,  2,716  34 

Insurance,  600  31 

Reading-room,  500  00 


$44,607   58 
Balance  unexpended,  1,214  71 


$45,822   29 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  30,   1906. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  Novem- 
ber 30,  1906,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 
Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages,  $875   00 

Sale  of  Mlllbury  Bank  Stock,  1,000  00 

Dividends  on  Bank  Stock,  181   00 

Dividends  on  Bank  Stock  in  liquidation,         5,972   00 
Dividends  on  Savings  Bank  Deposits,  907   60 

Interest  on  Bank  Deposits,  76  54         $9,012   14 

Of  this  income  there  has     been     added 

to  the  fund,  $2,585   55 

to  the  book  account,  1,546   59 

on  deposit  with  Wore.  Trust  Co.,  4,880   00         $9,012   14 

'ihe  following  statements  show  the  con- 
dition of  the  Investment  and  Book 
Accounts,  as  verified  by  the  books 
and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the 
City  Treasurer: 

in\t:8TMent  account. 

1904-5  1905-6 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages,                           $20,500   00  $20,500   00 

Bank  Stock    (Merchants,   cost),                         5,900  00  4,000  00 

Bank  Stock   (Worcester,  par  yalue),    (Bank   Stocks)  700  00 

Savings  Bank  Deposits,                                       27,872   90  26,458   45 

Wore.  Trust  Co.  Deposit,  4,880  00 


$54,272   90       $56,538   45 
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BOOK  ACCOUST. 


Balancd  December  1,   1905,  |2,743  31 

%  net  Income,  1,546  69 

Interest  on  Bank  Deposits,  42  21        I4.3SS  ) 

filzpended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year,  11,220  64 

Transferred  to  Cash  Account,  160  00           1,470  I 

Balance  November  30,  1906,  $2,861  • 


■BCAPITULATION. 


1904-5  1B05-6 

$54,272  90  $66,638 

2,74S   31  2,861 

$67,016  21  $69,399 


Respectfully  submitted. 

F.  W.  WHITE. 

Treaawrer. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 

November  80,   190C. 


Balance  December  1,  1905. 
Dividends,  Savlnga  Banks. 


Savings  Bank  Deposits,  vis: 

Worcester  County    Institution    for 

Savings.  $1,600  00 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savlnga  Bank,      1,229   66 
Worcester  Mech&nica  Savings  Bank,       4,672  06 


F.  W.  WHITE. 

TreMUrer 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  HENBY  W.  BROWN  FUND. 

November  30,  1906. 
Balance  December  1,  1905,  $121   63 

Dividends,  Savings  Bank,  4   23 


$125   86 
Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  $125   86 


F.  W.  WHITE, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING  ROOM  FUND. 

November   30,   1906. 

CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Balance  December  1,  1905, 
Worcester  Public  Library  Department, 
Dividends,  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R. 

Stock, 
Dividends,  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Stock, 
Dividends,  Savings  Banks, 
Interest,  Worcester  Trust  Company, 


Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers. 

Balance  November  30,   1906,  419  54 

INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Savings  Bank  Deposits,  $7,380  94 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Stock  (7  shares),  700  00 
Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  Stock   (11 

shares),  1,100  00 


$175  67 

500  00 

88  00 

61  25 

266  58 

5  52 

$1,097  02 

677  48 

$9,180   94 
r.  W.  WHITE, 

Trecuurer, 
Worcester,  December,  1906. 

Elxamined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched  and  the  securi- 
ties in  the  possession  of  the  treasurer. 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
Acting  Chairman  qf  the  Finance  Committee. 
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A  SELECTION  FROM  THE  GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 

OIVEBS. 

Pw 

Books  phi 
Adams,  C.  T.,  New  York  City,  I 

Adams,  Cbarles  F.,  Cambridge    Mass., 

Adams,  Edward  D.,  New  York  City,  2 

Allen,  Qeorge  W.,  Bast  Brldgewater,  Mass., 
American  Antiquarian  Society, 

American  Art  Association,  New  York  City,  t 

American  Aasoclatlon  [or  the  Advancement  ot  Science,         3 
American  Board  of  Commlaslonera  tor  Foreign  Missions, 

Boston,  Mass., 
American  Mathematical  Society,  New  York  City,  1 

American  Museum  ot  Natural  History,  New  York  City.       1 
American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  New 

York  City,  1 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass.,  2 

American-Irish  Historical  Society,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Amherst  College,  Amherst,  Masa.,  2 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass.. 
Archaeological  Institute  ot  America,  I 

Armour   Institute   ot  Technology,   Chicago,    III..  1 

Armstrong,  Georfte  B..  Chicago,  III.,  1 

Bacon,  MUs  Georgia   A., 
Bannon,  Henry,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Bates,  George  W.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  1 

Bates  College,  Lewtston,  Me., 
Bell,  A.  D.  S..  Boston,  Mass., 

Bennett  Fund,  Trustees  ot,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Blgelow,  John,  New  York  City.  1 

Blgelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass., 
Bodleian  Library,  Oxford.  Eng., 

Booraem,  John  V.  V.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y,,  1 

Boston,  Board  ot  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Commission,  1 

City    Messenger,  4 

Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board,  1 

Public  Library,  3 

Registry  Department,  4 

Scliool   Committee,  S 
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Statistics  Department, 

Transit  Commission,  1 

Boston  Athenaeum,   Boston,   Mass., 

Boston  Home  Market  Club,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Boston  University,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass.,  1 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me., 

Breeze  Publishing  Company,   Portland,  Me.,  1 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  2 
Brooklyn   Public  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
Brown,  C.  H.,  Chicago,  111., 
Brown,  Robert  M., 

Brown    University,  Providence,  R.  I.,  2 

Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa., 
Bucher,  Herman,  New  York  City, 
Buffalo  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association,  BoBton,  Mass., 
Burns,  Miss  Penelope,  19 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  City  Auditor, 
Canada,  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Geological   Survey   Department, 

Superintendent  of  Immigration, 
Carnegie  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C, 
Carnegie  Library,   Pittsburgh,   Pa., 

Chamberlln,  H.  H.,  60  photograph 

Chandler,  Miss  Alice  G.,  Lancaster,  Mass., 
Charleston,  S.  C,  Mayor  of. 

Chase,  Charles  A.  1 

Chicago,  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  Labor, 
Municipal  Library, 
Public  Library, 
Chilton,  Carroll  B.,  New  York  City, 
Church  of  the  Unity,  Worcester, 
Clark,  Miss  Fannie  L. 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Public  Library, 
Colby  College.  Waterville,  Me., 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross, 
Columbia  University,  New  York  City, 
Concord,  N.  H.,  Public  Library, 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City, 
Congregational  House,  Boston,  Mass., 
Connoctlcut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Haven, 

Conn., 
Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y., 


Pam- 
Books  phlets 
3 


1 
1 
1 
1 


Cox.  Mlas  Ethel  I..,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y., 

Crane,  Charles  R.,  Chicago,  III.,  and  Freeman,  John  R., 
Providence,   R.   I.. 

CuBsonB.  Col.  John,  Glen  Allen.  Va.. 

Dartmouth  College,  Hanover.  N.  H., 

Davis,  Andrew  ^cFarland,  Cambridge,  Maea., 

Drew  Allls  Company, 

Drexel    Institute   oF    Arte,    Sciences    and    Industry,    Phila- 
delphia. Pa., 

Dwifihi.  R.  Henry  \V..  Boston,  Mass., 

Eldred,  C.  New  York  City, 

Palrchlld,   Mrs.   Charles  S.,   New   York   City, 

Federal  Rate  Regulation  Association,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 

Ferrler.  Fruncia,  Berlieley,  Cal., 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago,  111., 

First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  Worcester, 

Foster.  William  E.,  Providence,  R.  I., 

Francis,  Dr.  George  E., 

Friedenwald,  Dr.  Harry,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Gllman,  Mrs.  Helen  B., 

Green,  John,  Jr.,  St.  Jouls.  Mo., 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Maes., 

Green,  Samuel  S., 

Kaanel.  Eugene.  Ottawa,  Canada, 

Hammond,  Eleanor  P..  Chicago,  111., 

Harper  &  Brothers,  New  York  City, 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company, 
Haritord.  Conn. 

Hartford  Theological    Seminary,    Hartford,    Conn., 

Harvard    fniversity.   Cambridge.   Mass., 

Headsten,  J..  Chicago.  111., 

Hoywoiid.  William  S,  and  Abbie  B.,  Dorchester,  Mass., 

Hoar,  Hockwood, 

Hoar,  MrB.  Samuel,  Concord,  Mass., 

Hodge,  Cliflon  F.. 

Holmes.  Clay  W.,  Elmlra,  X.  Y., 

HuRuenot   Society  of  South  Carolina,   Ch.irleston,   8.   C, 

International  Physio- pay  chic  Society.  Baltimore.  Md.. 

Igitiwlc-ta   Historical  Society,   Ipswich,  Mass.. 

Johnson.  Hannibal  A., 

Kimball,  John  E..  Oxford.  Mass.. 

Klnnlcutt,  Leonard  P.. 

Klnnlcutt.  Lincoln  X.. 
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Knowles,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Sylvester, 

Lake  Mohonk   Conference  of  Friends  of  the  Indians, 

Mohonk  Lake,  N.  Y., 
Leland   Stanford   Junior  University.   Palo  Alto,   Cal., 
Lombard,  Louis,  Lugano,  Switzerland, 
Lothrop,  Lee  &  Shepard  Company,  Boston,  Mass., 
Loubat,  J.  F.,  Due  de,  Paris,  France, 
McGill  University,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Maryland  Geological  Survey,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Massachusetts,  Attorney  General, 

Board  of  Commisisoners  of  Savings 
Banks, 

Board  of  Education, 

Board  of  Railroad    Commissioners, 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Records, 

Highway  Commission, 

Insurance   Department, 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 

State  Board  of  Agriculture, 

State  Board  of  Charity, 

State  Board  of  Health, 

State  Board  of  Insanity, 

State  Library, 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amherst,  Mass., 
Massachusetts  Civil    Service   Commission,    Boston,   Mass., 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass., 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,   Mass., 
May,  Misses  A.  and  E.  G., 
Maynard,  M.  A., 

Medford  Mercury.  Medford,  Mass., 

Merchant's  Association  of  New  York,  New  York  City, 
Merriman    Rev.  Daniel, 

Merwin-Clayton  Sales  Company,  New  York  City, 
Metaphysical  Publishing  Company,  New  York  City, 
Michigan,  Department  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich., 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Public  Library, 
Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference,  Mohonk  Lake, 

N.  Y., 
Moody,  J.  H.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Morris,  .lohn  D.   &  Company,   Philadelphia,   Pa., 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts.  Boston,  Mass,. 


Pain- 
Books  phlets 
3 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
45 

2 

1 

2 

1 
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2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
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National  Association  of  Cotton  Manunfacturers,  Boston., 
Mass., 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  New  York  City, 

National  Prison  Association, 

New  England  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Association,  Boston, 
Mass., 

New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H., 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Free  Public  Library, 

New  Jersey  State  Library.  Trenton,  N.  J., 

New  York  City,  Department  of  Education, 

Department  of  Finance, 
Department  of  Parks, 

New  York  State,  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

Commission  of  State   Reservation  at 

Niagara, 
State  Charities  Aid  Association, 
State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y., 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Free  Public  Library. 

Olszewski,  A.,  Chicago.  111., 

Orr,  Charles,  Cleveland,  O., 

Out  West  Company,  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 

Paine,  Nathaniel, 

Peabody  Institute,   Peabody,   Mass., 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind, 
Boston,  Mass.,  18 

Perry,  Everett  R.,  6 

Philadelphia  City  Institute,   Philadelphia.  Pa., 

Phillips,  S.  L., 

Pitman,  Isaac  &  Sons,  New  York  City, 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 

Princeton  University.  Princeton,  N.  J.. 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Diocese  of  Western  Massa- 
chusetts, 

Providence.  R.  I.,  Public  Library. 

Reeve.  Mrs.  Sidney  A., 

Rockwell.  Dr.   Alfred  E.  P., 

Roe.  Alfred  S., 

Roy,  J.  Arthur  &  Sons. 

Royal  Society  of  Canada.  Montreal.  Canada, 

Roycroft  Shop.  East  Aurora.  N.  Y.,  2 

Ruffp:,  Arthur  P., 

Ryder,    Miss   Gertrude   E.,    Hodge.    Mrs.    F.    H..    and   Taft 
Donald  R.,  8 


Pam- 
Books  phleU 


1 

1 


1 
1 
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1 
2 

2 

1 
1 
1 

4 


St.  Lawrence  University,  Canton,  N.  Y., 

Salem,   Mass.,  Public  Library, 

Schmidt,  Max  E.,  New  York  City, 

Shannon,  R.  C,  Brockport,  N.  Y., 

Shaw,   Robert  K., 

Shaw,  W.  E.,  Boston,  Mass., 

Short,  Mrs.  Edward  Lyman, 

Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City, 

Simmons  College,  Boston,  Mass., 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology,    14 

Society  of  Colonial  Wars  of  Massachusetts,  Boston,  Mass.,     1 

Society  of  Naval  Architects  and  Marine  Engineers, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  1 

Sprague,  H.  B.,  Newton,  Mass., 
Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association, 
Statute  Law   Book   Company,  Washington,   D.  C, 
Thayer,  John  R., 
Tillinghast,  C.  B.,  Boston.  Mass., 
Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn., 
Tufts  College,  Tuffts  College,  Mass., 
Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass., 

250th  Anniversary  of  the  Settlement  of  the  Jews  In  the 
United  States,  Executive  Committee,  New  York  City, 
United  States,  Civil  Service  Commission, 

Department  of  Agriculture, 

Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor, 

Department  of  State, 

Department  of  War, 

Department  of  the  Interior, 

Department  of  the  Navy, 

Department  of  the  Treasury, 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 

Library  of  Congress, 

Superintendent   of   Documents, 
University  of  Colorado,   Boulder,   Col., 
University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
University  of  Pennsylvania,   Philadelphia,   Pa., 
University  of  Texas,   Austin,  Texas, 
University  of  Vermont,   Burlington,  Vt., 
University  of  Virginia,  Charlottesville.  Va., 
University  of  Wisconsin,  Madison,  Wis., 
Upsala,    Bibliotheque   de   I'Unlverslte  Royal 
Vassar  College.  Poughkeepaie.  N.  Y., 
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Victoria  Institute,  London,  Eng., 

Warden,  William  A.. 

Washburn,  Charles  G., 

Washington  Academy  of  Sciences,  Washington,  D.  C, 

Waters.  Rev.  Wilson,  Chelmsford,  Mass., 

Wellesley  College,  Wellesley,  Mass., 

Wellington,  X.  Z.,  Department  of  Tourist  and  Health 

Resorts, 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn., 
West,  .Mrs.  Alice  G.. 
Weston,  Edmund  B.,  Providence,  R.  I., 
Wheeler,  Dr.  Leonard, 
Whitman,  William.  Boston,  Mass., 
Williams  College,  Williamstown,  Mass., 
Wisconsin  Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts  and  Letters, 

Madison,  Wis., 
Wisconsin   State   Historical   society,   Madison,  Wis., 
Wood,  Mrs.   Edmund.  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
Worcester,  City  Clerk, 

School  Committee, 
Worcester  Art  Museum, 
Worcester  Board  of  Trade, 
Worcester  County  Law  Library, 
Worcester  National   Bank, 
Worce.ster  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn.. 
Young.  Dr.  J.,  of  Kelley,  (Trustees  and  Family  of) 


Pun- 
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PERIODICALS  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Atlanta  Constitution. 
Boaton   Sunday  globe. 
Collier's   weekly. 
Irish  world. 
Literary  world. 
Metal  worker. 


New  York  American. 
New  York  world. 
Norwich   bulletin. 
Pntnam's   monthly   and   The 
Critic. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  READING-ROOM. 


American  gas  light  Journal, 
American   missionary, 

American    museum    Journal, 

Amerika, 

Amerikanische    Turnzeitung, 

Annals  of  the  propagation  of 
the   faith, 

Arbetaren, 

Armenia, 

Arrow, 

Berrow's   Worcester  Journal, 

Billboard, 

Book    buyer, 

Bostoner  Nachricten, 

Bulletin  of  bibliography. 

Bulletin  of  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Wool  Manufac- 
turers, 

Chicago  banker. 

Christian   register. 

Christian   science   Journal, 
Chrlstiian  science  sentinel, 

Clark   College  record. 
Colorado    graphic. 
Concrete. 

Congressional   record, 
Conservator, 


OIVEB8. 

G.   W.   Dresser,  editor. 

American  Missionary  Associa- 
tion. 

American  Museum  of  Natural 
History. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Charles   H.    Blrbeck. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 


Association. 

Publishers. 

American  Unitarian  Associa- 
tion. 

Chrisitlan  Science  Society. 

First  Church  of  Christian 
Scientists. 

Clark   College. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

J.  R.  Thayer. 

Publishers. 
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Deseret  eTenlng  newB, 
Draper's   record, 
Bry  goo  els  economist, 
•Electric  Journal, 
Engl  nee  ring, 
EveBham  Journal, 
Filipino  students'  magaslne, 
Fltchburg   weekly   sentinel, 
Oamla  och  nya  Hemlandet, 
Qood    government, 
Hartford  seminary  record, 

Home  mfssfonary, 

Indian's  friend, 

Labor  news, 

"Ladles'  review, 

Locomotive, 

Locomotive     Hremen's     maga- 

Loulslana  planter, 

Luther   league  review. 

Messenger    (Worcester) , 

Meaaenger    (New  York), 

Missionary  lierald, 

MiBlcal  times. 

New  century  path, 

New  England  shoe  and  leather 

association  gazette, 
Nya  OS  terns  weckoblad, 
OfflMal    gazette    of    the    U.    S. 

Patent  Offlre. 
L'oplnlor  publlque. 
Our  dumb  nnimals. 
Portland   dally  preaa.  Saturday 

pdltlon. 
Poalllvlst   review. 
Purple. 

Revti^w   of   religions. 
Saint  Andrew's  cross. 

Shnndtnavia, 

Smith  college  monthly. 

Southern  workman, 


PubllBhers. 

Proprietors. 

PubllBhers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Mlas  E.  L.  Pease. 

Sentinel    Printing   Company. 

PubllBhers. 

Publishers. 

Hartford     Theological     Semln- 

Publlshers. 

Publishers. 

PubllBhers. 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  editor. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

PublisherB. 

Publishers. 

Rev.    Paul   Q.   Krutzky. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

PubllBhers. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 


T.  S.  Patent  Office. 
Publishers. 

PiiblUhere. 

Maine   State   Press. 
Edward  S.   Beesllly.  editor. 
Holv  Cross  College. 
Sadl    Akmadlyya  Association. 
Chapter  67.  Brotherhood  of  St 

Andrew. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Samuel  S.  Green. 
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Student's  journal, 

Svea, 

♦Travel, 

Tuftonian, 

Tufts  weekly, 

Union  signal, 

Universalist  leader, 

Vestkusten, 

Worcester   dally  telegram, 

Worcester    evening    gazette,    2 

copies, 
Worcester  evening  post, 
Worcester    magazine, 
♦Worker, 
World's    crisis, 
Yarmouth  telegram. 


Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Henry  S.  Lunn. 

Tufts  College. 

Tufts  College. 

Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing    houne. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 

Thomas  F.   Maroney. 

Yarmouth    herald. 


♦Discontinued. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  DIRECTORS  FOR  1908. 


PBB8IDEMT. 


FREDERICK  W.  \^RMILLE. 


SXOBBTABT. 


ALEXANDEB  BELISLE. 


COMMITTEE  ON  THE  UBRABT. 

CHABLES  B.  JOHNSON,  GEOBGE  E.  WIBE, 

CHABLES  T.  TATMAN,  WILLIAM  J.  DENHOLM, 

ZELOTES  W.  COOMBS. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  READING  BOOM. 

JOHN  F.  0  'CONNOB,  ALEXANDEB  BELISLE, 

HENBY  L.  PABKEB. 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BT7ILDIN0. 

ALFRED  C.  N.  PETEBSEN,  WILLIAM  J.  DENHOLM, 

FBANK  B.  BATCHELDEB. 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE. 

FBEDEBICK  W.  VEBMILLE,  CHABLES  T.  TATMAN, 

EDWABD  J.  MoMAHON. 
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ORGANIZATION    OF    STAFF    FOR    1908. 


SAMUEL  S.  GBBEK. 


BEFEEENCB  DEPABTMENT. 


HATTIE  J.  CHILD8, 
AKOLYN  L.  JOHNSON, 
GRACE  W.  WOOD, 
GRACE  H.  MOOBE, 
HOPE  G.  ROBINSON, 

ETHEL  G.  HOWE, 
GLADYS  L.  KNIGHT, 
ARTHUR  J.  HACKETT, 

SIMON  W.  ATKINS, 
ERNEST  W.  BISHOP, 


REFERENCE  LIBRARIAN. 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW. 

LYMAN  F.  COPELAND, 
D.  ALBERT  A.   COUGHLI 
DANIEL  J.  FITZGERAIiD, 
WALLACE  L.  FLAGG, 
G.  ALBERT   HILL, 
JEROME  W.  HOWE, 
GEORGE    W.   LUSKE, 
SATE^fIK  NAHIKIAN, 
GEORGE   B.    O'FLTNN, 
GRANVILLE  A.  PERKINS, 
PHILIP   SCHWARTZ, 
WALTER  D.  STEABNS. 


CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

ClRCUI.ATtNO  LIBBARIAK, 

JESSIE  E.  TTLEE. 

ELI,A  L.  SINNOTT, 


MINNIE  P.  ADAMS. 
M.  EDNA  HOLT, 
RUBY   M.   ALLEN, 
RUTH   D.   AMSDEN, 
WINNIFRED   S.   FABRELL, 

ERNEST  C.  MITL\'EY,  Maieng- 
DELIVERT  STATIONa 


ANGELINE  M.  BACtNB, 

AETIIUR  R,   RACINE, 

WILLIAM   E.   RACINE, 

HABOLD  E.  WILLIAMS, 

CORA  M.  WOOD. 


Belmont  Street, 
Grafton  Square, 
Greendale, 
Lake  View, 
New  WoTcesteT, 
Pleasant  Street, 
Quintieamond, 
South  Woreetter, 
Tatnwl; 


M.  W.  Meyerhanlt. 
A.  J.  Amelotte. 
J.  Ilamel  &  Co. 
W.  A.  Fobes. 
W.   A.  Barrows, 
W.  S.  Doane. 
AndeTHon  Brothera. 
C.  J.  Folay. 
Mias  E.  J.  Prentiis. 
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CHILDREN  ^S  DEPARTMENT. 

children's  ubrarian. 

JESSIE  CAMERON. 

EXIE  M.  DEYETTE,  HENRY  J.   ELMER, 

AMEY  B.  HAD  WEN,  WILLIAM  O.  ENGLISH, 

KtVTHERINE  M.  MURRAY,  GEORGE  E.  HANSON, 

ETHEL  M.  TURNER,  ELSIE  A. » SMITH, 

KATHARINE  E.  COOK,     .  MARION  A.  WARREN. 

CATALOGUE   DEPARTMENT. 

CHIEF   CATALOGUER. 

CLARA  W.  BRAGG. 
ELLA  L.  SAWYER,  HARRIET  A.  BARNES. 

ARTS  DEPARTMENT. 

ARTS   LIBRARIAN. 

JESSIE  CAMERON. 

JANITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

EDWARD  S.   FtT.LER. 
HIRAM  A.  RICHARDS,  CATHERINE    FITZGERALD, 

EDWARD  S.  CLARK,  MARGARET   O'HARA, 

ANNA  ULLSTROM. 


LIBRARY    HOURS. 

REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT  AND  MAGAZINE  ROOM. 

9  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m.  daily,  including  holidays. 
Sundays  2  to  9  p.m. 

CIRCULATING  DEPARTMENT. 

9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  except  Sundays  and  holidays. 
Saturdays  9  a.m.   to  9  p.m. 

CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.   daily. 
Holidays  9  a.m.    to  6  p.m. 
Sundays  2  to  6  p.m. 

NEWSPAPER  READING  ROOM. 

8  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m.  daily,  including  holidays. 
Sundays  1  to  9.30  p.m. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


To  His  Honor,  James  Logan,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Worcester. 

Sir: — The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  present  the 
following  report  for  the  period  extending  from  November  30, 
1906,  to  November  30,  1907.  This  is  their  forty-eighth  annual 
report. 

We  submit  herein  reports  of  the  regular  committees  of  the 
board,  together  with  reports  from  the  Librarian  and  certain 
members  of  the  library  staff.  It  does  not  seem  necessary  to 
recapitulate  the  interesting  facts  and  statistics  which  together 
show  the  large  place  in  the  education  of  adults  as  well  as  chil- 
dren occupied  by  a  large,  well-managed  public  library. 

Under  the  law,  as  well  as  under  the  will  of  Dr.  John  Green, 
the  Board  of  Directors  is  strictly  a  political  board.  The  City 
Council,  elected  by  all  the  voters,  elects  two  members  of  the 
board  each  year  and  they  hold  office  for  six  years  without  power 
of  immediate  re-election.  It  is  not  necessary  that  such  a  board 
should  be  experts  in  library  management,  but  they  should  be 
intelligent,  patriotic  citizens,  able  and  willing  to  secure 
the  best  executive  skill  available  for  the  actual  management  of 
this  many-sided,  educational  institution  and  with  no  friends  to 
reward  or  enemies  to  punish  at  the  expense  of  the  public. 

In  most  of  our  large  cities,  where  dishonesty  and  incom- 
petency have  so  often  brought  disgrace  on  our  democratic  insti- 
tutions, the  departments  devoted  to  education,  through  the  pub- 
lic school  and  the  public  library,  have  been  generally  honestly 
managed  and  with  a  fair  amount  of  success.  This  has  been  ao- 
complished  largely  by  the  election  of  competent  executive  heads 
of  these  departments,  by  giving  them  large  power  and  then 
holding  them  responsible  for  results. 

In  this  way  all  large  universities  and  colleges  are  snceessfnlly 
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managed  and  in  this  way  our  own  Public  Library  for  nearly  a 
half  century  has  been  a  pioneer  in  new  methods  and  an  educa- 
tional power  in  our  midst. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 

President 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 

Following  is  the  forty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  librarian. 
The  tables  which  usually  form  a  part  of  the  report  will  be 
found  with  other  statistical  matter,  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet. 
For  details  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  library  during  the  past 
year,  reference  is  made  to  the  reports  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments. I  shall  speak  only  of  salient  points  in  the  use  and  ad- 
ministration. 

Building. 

The  installation  of  the  new  electric  plant  was  completed  about 
the  middle  of  the  year.  All  the  departments  suffered  great  in- 
convenience while  this  piece  of  work  was  doing.  This  was 
especially  felt  in  the  reference  and  arts  departments,  the  work 
in  which  was  very  much  interfered  with  and  interrupted. 

Great  increase  in  convenience  in  library  management  and  of 
comfort  to  users  of  the  library  and  attendants  has  followed  the 
introduction  of  electric  lighting  throughout  all  portions  of  both 
buildings,  *and  it  would  appear  that  the  additional  expense  in- 
curred in  running  the  library,  smaller  than  what  might  have 
been  anticipated,  is  justifiable.  Some  changes  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  fixtures  might  be  made  at  little  cost  which  would  bring 
light  where  it  is  particularly  wanted  and  so  add  to  the  comfort 
of  readers  and  students.  These  are  especially  needed  in  the 
Green  library  room  and  in  the  reading  room  for  magazines. 

The  library  is  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Bjiight,  supervisor  of  wires,  for  the  ready  and  efficient  aid 
which  he  has  afforded  the  Building  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  by  his  advice  and  in  giving  time  to  the  examination 
of  the  work  under  consideration,  and  in  testing  it  to  see  that 
it  conformed  to  the  specifications  agreed  to  by  the  contractor. 

As  stated  last  year,  besides  the  usual  amount  of  money  needed 
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to  keep  the  buildings  tight  and  neat,  it  would  be  very  desirable 
the  current  year  to  relay  several  floors,  draw  the  sashes  of  the 
windows,  paint  their  frames,  inside  and  outside  the  buildings, 
and  to  spend  such  an  amount  as  is  needed  in  cleaning  and  var- 
nishing the  railings  and  balusters  of  different  stairways. 

Dr.  Gage  has  continued  his  care  of  the  grounds  behind  the 
older  library  building  and  through  his  efi^orts  they  are  made 
very  attractive. 

Size  and  Use  of  the  Library.  • 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there  were 
in  the  librarj^  163,401  volumes,  divided  among  the  different  de- 
partments as  follows:  Green  reference  library,  26,692;  rest  of 
reference  library,  60,929;  circulating  department,  67,029;  chil- 
dren's department,  8,751.  These  figures  show  an  increase  for  the 
year  of  293  in  the  Green  reference  library;  1774  in  the  rest  of 
the  reference  library;  2846  in  the  circulating  department;  942 
in  the  children's  department:  or  a  gain  of  5855  as  compared 
with  4370  in  the  previous  year. 

There  were  bought  during  the  year  1292  more  volumes  than 
in  the  preceding  year.  2321  volumes  were  withdrawn  from  cir- 
culation because  mutilated,  verj'  dirty  or  worn  out.  Heavy 
withdrawals  are  likely  to  be  made  in  the  future,  also,  out  of  due 
regard  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  users  of  the  library. 

It  seems  well,  for  the  information  of  the  public,  to  again  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  of  the  1902  volumes  added  to  the 
unrestricted  portion  of  the  reference  department  during  the 
past  year,  666  volumes  were  bound  periodicals,  which  are  taken 
in  the  librar\'  as  the  numbers  appear  and  afterwards  bound,  and 
598  gifts.  These  are  mainly  United  States,  state  and  mu- 
nicii)al  documents. 

This  statement  makes  it  evident  that  the  number  of  volumes 
bought  and  added  to  the  reference  library  is  very  small  com- 
pared with  the  number  added  to  the  circulating  and  children's 
departments,  namely:  638  as  compared  with  6141.  The  net 
number  added  to  the  more  popular  departments,  3788,  is  the 
whole  number  reduced  by  losses  and  withdrawals  such  as  have 
just  been  spoken  of.     Outworn  and  dirty  books  do  not  increase 
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the  available  resources  of  the  library,  but  cumber  its  shelves  and 
produce  discomfort  and  irritation  in  the  case  of  users  of  the 
library  when  given  out. 

It  should  be  remembered,  also,  that  books  in  the  legally  un- 
restricted portions  of  the  reference  library,  although  they  have 
to  be  guarded  more  carefully  than  those  in  the  circulating  de- 
partment, because  of  rarity,  cost  or  other  considerations,  can 
very  often  be  taken  out  of  the  building  upon  application  to  the 
librarian.  649  papers  and  other  periodicals  (in  the  place  of 
£00  in  the  previous  year)  are  now  taken  by  the  library. 

The  total  recorded  use  of  the  library,  during  the  past  year, 
is  396,817  volumes,  divided  as  follows:  Reference  department 
(not  including  that  of  Sundays  and  holidays),  81,003;  circulat- 
ing department,  186,475;  children's  room  (including  27,666  sent 
to  school-houses),  116,747  for  use  outside  the  buildings;  arts 
department,  249  (books  and  portfolios);  Sunday  use,  10,779; 
holiday  use,  1,564. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  1,586  in  the  use  of  the  library  last 
year.  The  loss  in  the  use  of  books  for  reference  is  23,001  vol- 
umes;* gain  in  the  circulating  department,  12,594;  in  the 
children's  department  (including  books  sent  to  school-houses), 
7,401  volumes;  in  the  Sunday  use  of  books,  1,299  volumes;  in 
holiday  use  of  books,  121  volumes. 

A  full  account  of  the  use  of  the  reading-rooms  on  Sundays 
and  holidays  may  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet.  There 
was  a  largely  increased  attendance  both  Sundays  and  holidays 
in  the  reading-rooms  for  children  and  grown-up  persons,  and 
in  all  the  rooms  many  more  books  were  used  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

Reference  Dep^vrtment   and    Reading-rooms   for   Grown-up 

Persons. 

When  the  great  work  of  re-cataloguing  the  books  in  the  cir^ 
culating  and  reference  libraries  was  completed,  about  a  year 
ago,  the  library  found  itself  in  possession  of  an  excellent  shelf 
catalogue.     This  has  been  used  the  past  year  in  examination  of 

*  This  loss  will  be  satisfactorily  explained  further  on  in  this  report. 
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the  shelves  of  the  reference  department  imder  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  Robert  K.  Shaw,  the  present  head  of  that  department. 
The  examiners  have  gone  through  the  whole  library,  but  no 
report  can  be  made  at  present  of  the  results  of  the  examination, 
as  various  matters  remain  to  be  settled  regarding  individual 
books,  as  is  usual.  This  much,  however,  is  certain,  that  several 
books  have  been  found  which  would  have  remained  unaccounted 
for   but  for  the  examination. 

The  last  report  stated  that  102,665  volumes  were  used  in  this 
department  during  the  previous  year.  That  number  included 
22,481  portfolios  of  photographs  that  were  used  in  exhibitions, 
as  appears  from  a  note,  leaving  the  use  of  books  proper  as  80,- 
184  volumes.  Portfolios  are  now  counted  in  the  use  of  the  arts 
department  and  the  number  of  volumes  reported  as  used  in  the 
reference  department  is  78,749.  This  is  a  remarkable  showing 
considering  the  confusion  caused  by  the  installation  of  the  new 
electric  light  plant.  The  number  given  is  exclusive  of  the  large 
number  of  volumes  which  the  users  of  the  department  have 
helped  themselves  to  from  the  open  shelves. 

The  number  of  volumes  given  out  in  this  department  during 
the  last  six  years  has  varied  from  73,784  in  1901-2  to  80,184  in 
1905-6,  there  having  been  an  increase  in  use  eVery  year  until  the 
last.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  will  be  a  steady  increase,  year 
by  year,  hereafter. 

The  reference  department  is  of  great  importance  to  the  resi- 
dents of  Worcester.  Everybody  that  has  a  question  to  ask  the 
answer  to  which  is  likely  to  be  found  in  books,  is  cordially  wel- 
comed and  aided  sympathetically  to  get  the  desired  information. 
It  is  astonishing  to  find  how  large  a  proportion  of  inquirers, 
when  assisted  by  experienced  investigators  here,  get  satisfactory 
answers  to  their  questions.  Scholars  and  students  make  large 
use  of  the  department  and  less  experienced  inquirers  are  very 
numerous. 

Government  documents  are  much  used  as  well  as  large 
numbers  of  volumes  of  bound  newspapers  and  magazines.  The 
medical  library  is  largely  used  by  physicians  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  society  owning  our  library,  by  medical  students,  nurses 
and  others.  Humble  wants  are  supplied  by  magazines  which 
relate  1^  handiwork;  the  interest  in  genealogy  does  not  abate. 
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Persons  interested  in  the  industries  of  the  city  make  a  large 
use  of  the  library. 

A  class  which  is  studying  Greek  authors  has  continued  to 
hold  meetings  here  regularly.  Among  other  classes  which  have 
come  here  to  use  books,  have  been  those  whose  members  were 
studying  such  subjects  as  architecture,  ancient  history,  Span- 
ish art,  the  country  and  people  of  China. 

The  librarian  gave  a  lecture  on  **Some  Roman  Remains  in 
England''  and  repeated  the  lecture. 

A  collection  of  rare,  costly  and  especially  beautiful  books 
was  brought  together  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  College  Club  in 
December.  A  group  of  these  books  was  reproduced  as  an  illus- 
tration for  the  last  annual  report. 

Longfellow's  Centenary  was  noticed  in  February  by  bring- 
ing together  illustrative  matter  such  as  portraits,  pictures, 
illustrated  and  elegant  and  rare  editions  of  his  w^orks.  Colored 
plates  were  shown  to  children  in  March  for  purposes  of  instruc- 
tion, and  in  June  the  department  selected  books  to  use  in  con- 
nection with  the  pictures  in  the  art  galleries,  brought  together 
during  Home  Week  to  illustrate  old  Worcester. 
Patent  office  reports  are  in  daily  use. 

There  has  been  a  very  large  ^veek-day  use  of  the  newspaper, 
magazine  and  ladies'  reading-rooms.  This  increase  on  Sundays 
and  holidays  has  been  referred  to  already ;  it  was  nineteen  per 
cent.  Sundays  and  twenty-six  per  cent,  holidays.  Both  the  maga- 
zine reading-room  and  the  Green  library  i*oom  have  to  be  used. 
The  newspaper  reading-room  and  the  ladies'  reading-room  have 
been  made  ^ore  attractive  by  fresh  tinting  and  improved  ar- 
rangements for  lighting.  The  former  is  perhaps  the  best 
lighted  room  in  the  building. 

New  racks  will  be  needed  in  the  newspaper  reading-room  to 
accommodate  the  gi-owing  number  of  papers,  and  $750  will  have 
to  be  taken  from  the  city  appropriation  to  add  to  the  income 
of  the  reading-room  fund    to  pay  for  papers  now  taken. 

It  will  be  necessary  soon  to  provide  more  stack  room  to 
shelve  the  additions  of  books  to  the  reference  department  and 
a  suitable  case  for  bound  newspapere  which  have  already  out- 
grown the  quarters  assigned  to  them.  ^ 
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Circulating  Department. 

Much  praise  is  due  to  this  department  and  its  head,  Miss 
Tyler,  for  the  energy  displayed  and  the  amount  of  work  accom- 
plished. Besides  conducting  the  annual  examination  of  the 
books  and  attending  to  the  largely  increased  routine  work,  a 
new  charging  system  has  been  introduced.  Considerable  pre- 
paratory work  had  been  done  the  previous  year,  but  the  amount 
which  had  to  be  done  in  connection  with  getting  ready  65,000 
volumes  for  the  change,  procuring  cards,  furniture  and  printed 
matter  and  exchanging  the  cards  of  users,  was  very  large. 

The  system  introduced  is  known  as  the  Newark  system.  It 
was  established  the  previous  year  in  the  children's  department, 
which  then  had  about  7,800  volumes.  It  has  worked  well  there  un- 
der the  favorable  circumstance  that  children  can  be  made  amen- 
able to  discipline  and  induced  to  conform  to  new  regulations 
without  complaint.  So  far  the  introduction  of  the  nftw  system 
into  the  circulating  department  has  caused  considerable 
grumbling.  As  people  get  used  to  it,  and  they  are  shown  how 
they  can  use  it  conveniently,  they  will  become  very  well  recon- 
ciled to  it.  The' change  was  made  from  a  system  under  which 
little  or  no  inconvenience  was  felt;  few  remonstrances  against 
the  new  system  would  come  if  it  were  introduced  into  a  new 
library. 

Greater  accuracy  in  charging  is  secured  under  the  new  sys- 
tem, as  stamps  are  more  generally  used  than  under  the  old  one. 
It  was  predicted  that  time  would  be  saved  in  charging.  That 
advantage  has  not  appeared  here  as  yet.  In  fact  the  force  in 
the  department  has  been  increased.  The  need  of  increase  was 
owing,  however,  partly  to  increase  of  work  in  dealing  with  a 
larger  demand  for  books. 

There  was  a  practical  increase  last  year  in  the  number  of 
books  given  out  in  the  department,  for  home  use,  of  8,834  vol- 
umes over  the  use  of  the  previous  year.  There  has  been  a  still 
larger  gain,  12,574,  the  last  year. 

The  care  of  the  music  scores  was  transferred  during  the  year 
from  the  reference  to  the  new  arts  department.  For  conven- 
ience of  the  public,  however,  it  was  considered  best  to  place 
them  in  the  front  part  of  the  circulating  department,  behind 
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the  cotuter.      It  was  concluded  during  the  year  to    traiud 
the  care  of  the  scores  to  the  circulating  department. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  an  index  had  been  printed 
musical  scores  and  books  about  music  and  composers.  Ad< 
tions  are  made  from  time  to  time  to  the  collection,  and  w 
continue  to  be  made.  As  a  result  of  our  efforts,  there  has  bei 
a  small  increase  in  the  use  of  the  scores.  The  increase  h 
seemed  to  me  reasonable  (although  below  the  ezpectation 
some),  but  ineommeneurate,  probably,  with  the  expense  '^kit 
has  been  incurred,  unless  the  public  will  avail  itself  more  go 
erally  of  the  increased  facilities  afforded. 

Efforts  have  been  made,  as  before,  to  display  books  on  time 
topics  and  generally  to  do  well  the  work  of  the  deparbou 

The  convenience  of  the  new  system  of  lighting  has  be 
especially  apparent  in  this  and  the  children's  departmeots. 

Delivebt  Stations. 

It  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  circulating  department  to  Bei 
books  to  the  delivery  stations.  The  following  table  shows  tl 
use  of  books  passing  through  the  stations: 


QulniitCBiDond  — 
South  WoiccMer  .  - 
Tktnuck 


Totdla..- 1140  1113 UM  IS7T  1123  12S5  laOS 
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These  stations  as  regards  the  number  of  books  circulated 
stand  in  the  following  order:  Quinsigamond,  Greendale,  New 
Worcester,  Belmont,  Lake  View,  Tatnuck,  South  Worcester, 
Grafton  Square.  Lake  View  stands  5  instead  of  6;  Tatnuck 
has  risen  from  7  to  6;  South  Worcester  has  dropped  from  4 
to  7;  Belmont  has  risen  from  5  to  4.  Grafton  Square  brings 
up  the  rear  as  last  year.  Quinsigamond,  Greendale  and  New 
Worcester  retain  the  relative  positions  held  last  year,  namely, 
1,  2  and  3. 

The  Quinsigamond  station  has  made  the  exceptional  gain  of 
2,520  volumes  after  gaining  2,270  in  the  previous  year.  The 
entire  increase  in  the  use  of  the  stations  is  2,096.  There  would 
have  been  a  loss  in  the  use,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  great 
gain  of  the  Quinsigamond  station. 

The  South  Worcester  and  Grafton  Square  stations  have  been 
unfavorably  affected  by  changes  in  location.  A  new  station 
has  just  been  established  at  the  comer  of  Park  Avenue  and 
Pleasant  Street,  in  the  drug  store  of  Mr.  Walter  S.  Doane. 
Licreased  opportunities  will  immediately  be  aflEorded  to  the 
residents  of  Greendale  through  books  sent  to  the  Eames  Li- 
brary. Books  are  also  deposited  in  other  places  where  it  is 
thought  they  will  be  useful 

If  money  can  be  had,  I  should  like  to  have  a  horse,  driver 
and  wagon  under  our  exclusive  control  for  three  or  more  days 
in  the  week.  This  would  not  be  an  entirely  new  expense,  as 
from  the  amount  of  wages  and  rent  could  be  deducted  the 
amount  now  paid  for  transportation  of  books  to  stations.  As 
stated  last  year:  It  seems  to  me  that  besides  delivering  books 
to  the  stations,  we  could  be  of  service  in  taking  books  to  private 
schools,  hospitals,  rooms  occupied  by  some  of  the  departments 
of  the  city,  Sunday  schools  and  other  institutions  and  bringing 
them  back.  Probably  the  time  will  come  when  we  shall  be  able 
to  have  a  team  at  our  own  disposal  the  whole  time.  Meantime 
it  could  very  likely  be  arranged  to  have  our  name  temporarily 
attached  to  the  wagon  during  the  days  in  which  it  might  be 
in  our  employ  and  thus  serve  as  an  advertisement  of  the 
library  and  attract  more  users  to  it. 

To  show  how  extension  of  privileges  rapidly  leads  to  sugges- 
tions of  new  accommodations,  it  has  been  stated  that  it  would 
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be  a  good  thing  for  us  to  have  a  bicycle  and  a  boy,  and  to  use 
them  in  bringing  back  to  the  library  books  (which  they  had 
taken  out)  of  invalids  and  others  willing  to  make  a  small  pay- 
ment, say  of  two  cents  a  volume.  This  plan,  it  is  said,  is  in 
use  in  a  western  library.  I  have  no  idea  that  the  bicycle  and 
boy  would  pay  for  themselves. 

One  of  my  friends  expects  to  see  the  time,  or,  perhaps  I 
should  say,  hopes  the  time  will  come,  when  public  libraries  will 
deliver  all  books  to  homes  and  call  for  them  without  expense 
to  users  of  the  librar>^  Considering  the  appropriations  which 
will  have  to  be  made  for  present  expenditures  and  future  vital 
needs  of  libraries,  cities  will  be  slow,  I  think,  in  affording  ac- 
commodations of  this  kind. 

Children's  Room. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  description  of  this  room  or 
to  describe  again  the  different  kinds  of  work  done  for  children. 
These  things  were  spoken  of  at  length  in  the  last  report 

The  greatest  undertaking  of  the  year  has  been  the  prepara- 
tion and  issue  of  a  finding  list  of  children's  books.  To  the 
finding  list  were  appended  several  subject  lists  of  books  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  service  to  parents  and  teachers.  The  excel- 
lence of  the  finding  list  has  been  attested  by  a  request  from 
the  Carnegie  Library,  in  Pittsburg,  for  fifty  copies  to  be  used 
in  the  training  school  for  children's  librarians  connected  with 
that  institution. 

A  special  attempt  has  •  .en  made  to  interest  older  persons 
in  children's  literature.  Besides  exposing  suitable  books  for 
presents  immediately  before  Christmas,  a  collection  has  been 
made  for  reference  use  of  books  containing  myths,  legends  and 
fairy  tales. 

A  collection  has  also  been  made  of  children's  books  that  are 
illustrated  by  artists  who  have  been  especially  happy  in  design- 
ing pictures  for  this  kind  of  books.  The  names  of  the  artists 
have  been  indexed,  as  well  as  those  of  the  authors  and  belong 
to  Frenchmen  and  Germans  as  well  as  to  Englishmen  and 
Americans. 

When  we  concluded  in  May  to  display  some  Confederate  flags 
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belonging  to  the  library,  I  asked  General  A.  B.  R.  Sprague  to 
address  school  children  in  the  library  building.  He  was  obliged 
to  decline,  although  he  at  first  accepted  the  invitation,  and  sug- 
gested that  we  try  to  secure  the  services  of  Captain  David  M. 
Earle. 

Captain  Earle  spoke  June  4th,  in  a  delightful  and  instructive 
manner,  on  the  ** Battle  of  Gettysburg,''  to  300  children  of  the 
eighth  and  ninth  grades  in  the  grammar  schools.  Speaking  as  a 
veteran  and  near  Memorial  Day,  his  words  were  very  impressive. 

The  home  use  of  this  interesting  department  was  229  volumes 
less  than  last  year,  but  the  school  use  increased  so  largely  that 
the  total  outside  use  increased  7,401  volumes;  666  volumes 
were  given  out  for  reference  purposes  within  the  library  build- 
ing besides  those  given  out  Sundays  and  holidays.  The  refer- 
ence use  increased  Sundays  and  holidays  twenty  per  centum. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  announce  that  we  shall  lose  the  ser- 
vices of  Miss  Jessie  Cameron,  the  efficient  head  of  the  children's 
department,  the  coming  spring.  The  interest  which  we  have 
all  felt  in  her  w^ill  be  continued  in  her  new  pleasures  and  re- 
sponsibilities. 

Catalogue  Department. 

Miss  Bragg,  the  chief  cataloguer,  has  been  more  independ- 
ent in  the  charge  of  her  department  during  the  past  year  than 
in  the  year  before.  Then  the  cards,  as  they  passed  from  her 
h^nds,  wore  examined  and  occasionally  revised  by  the  assistant 
librarian.  During  the  last  year,  this  additional  inspection  has 
been  omitted.  '>^» 

A  typewriter  has  been  successfully  used  for  making  cards 
during  the  year. 

The  department  saw  the  catalogue  of  children's  books 
through  the  press. 

As  was  anticipated  by  the  librarian,  such  ample  provision 
ill  assistants  was  made  upon  establishment  of  an  independent 
department,  that  leisure  has  been  found  for  additional  work. 
The  preparation  of  the  monthly  lists  of  additions  has  therefore 
been  entrusted  to  the  cataloguing  department,  where  properly 
it  belongs.  The  January  number,  indexing  books  added  in 
December,  will  be  the  first  to  be  issued  under  the  new  auspices. 
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The  new  list  will  be  enlarged  in  its  scope.  More  space  is  to 
be  given  to  annotations,  and  it  will  serve  as  a  vehicle  for  con- 
veying to  the  public  information  about  the  organization,  hoars 
and  news  of  the  library. 

A  new  feature,  of  considerable  importance,  will  be  the  addi- 
tion of  somewhat  elaborate  subject  bibliographies  of  books  con- 
tained in  the  library,  on  timely  topics  and  subjects  of  general 
interest.  The  new  list  will  be  more  expensive  than  the  old. 
It  will  be  continued  if  it  proves  useful  enough  to  justify  the 
cost  and  if  money  enough  is  forthcoming  from  the  city  to  de- 
fray the  additional  expenditure.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  dis- 
tribute the  new  list  somewhat  widely  and  thus  add  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  resources  of  the  .library  among  residents  of 
Worcester. 

Arts  Department. 

The  new  arts  department  was  established  April  9,  1907.  Miss 
Jessie  Cameron  was  chosen  the  head  of  the  department.  The 
rooms  assigned  to  it  were  not  available  until  June  1,  because 
of  the  work  incident  to  the  installation  of  the  new  electric  light 
plant 

Before  the  establishment  of  the  new  department,  as  stated 
in  the  last  report,  an  exhibition  was  held  in  the  art  galleries, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Worcester  Public  School  Art  League, 
of  pictures,  vases,  metal  work  and  other  things  which  are  being 
used  in  interior  decoration  of  school  rooms.  This  was  followed 
up  in  June  by  an  exhibition  of  pictures  belonging  to  the  library, 
suitable  for  decoration  in  schoolhouses,  largely  with  the  pur- 
pose of  intelligently  guiding  classes  in  the  selection  of  gifts  to 
be  obtained  and  presented  to  schoolrooms  for  the  purpose  of 
making  them  more  attractive. 

I  offered  to  the  executive  committee,  which  had  in  charge 
the  observance  of  Home  Week,  to  have  here  i^  exhibition  of 
pictures  and  other  material,  as  stated  before,  illustrative  of 
Worcester,  past  and  present.  By  using  the  resources  of  the 
library  and  through  the  generous  co-operation  of  Mr.  Benja- 
min Thomas  Hill,  Mr.  George  F.  Hewett  and  others,  a  very  in- 
teresting and  valuable  collection  was  brought  together  for 
exhibition  in  the  art  galleries,  in  the  middle  of  June. 
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There  have  been  some  meetings  of  clubs,  as  hitherto,  in  the 
art  rooms  to  study  material  belonging  to  the  library. 

Little,  however,  has  yet  been  done  in  the  new  department, 
owing  to  the  desire  of  the  head  of  the  department  to  have 
the  rooms  attractively  furnished  before  having  exhibitions  and 
otherwise  developing  work.  The  furniture  is  now  in  place  and 
the  walls  have  been  covered  with  monk's  cloth;  although  cer- 
tain other  improvements  are  suggested,  it  is  intended  to  resume 
exhibitions  in  January. 

It  is  believed  that  the  work  in  this  department  will  soon  at- 
tain again  the  excellence,  abundance  and  variety  which  has 
marked  it  until  the  interruptions  of  the  past  year. 

It  is  hoped,  too,  that  new  features  will  also  be  added  to  the 
work  of  the  department.  A  wise  suggestion  is  made  by  the 
head  of  the  department  that  the  collection  of  large  photo- 
graphs, which  we  lend  to  teachers,  should  be  considerably 
increased. 

Assistants. 

Miss  Lucy  A.  Young,  who  had  been  for  more  than  thirty 
years  connected  with  the  library,  retired  from  service  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  assistant  librarian  was  chosen  to 
perform  the  duties  of  head  of  the  reference  department  in 
addition. 

Miss  Georgina  E.  Carr  resigned  her  position  in  the  circulat- 
ing department    to  take  a  position  in  another  library. 

Miss  Winnifred  S.  Farrell  was  chosen  a  junior  assistant  in 
her  place. 

Miss  EUa  L.  Sinnott  has  at  the  close  of  the  year  been  made 
a  junior  assistant  in  the  circulating  department. 

The  attendants  and  other  oflBcers  of  the  library  have  gener- 
ally been  very  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  I 
am  ready  to  repeat  the  statement  in  the  last  report,  that  **it 
is  a  pleasure  and  duty  to  state  that  all  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments have  worked  with  noticeable  earnestness  and  efficiency 
to  keep  up  and  raise  the  standard  of  work  done  here."  It 
is  evident,  also,  that  the  constituency  of  the  library  appreciate 
their  efforts. 
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OiFTs  AND  Loans. 

A  list  of  the  principal  gifts  of  the  past  year  will  be  fov 
ia  an  nppendix  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet. 

We  are  especially  grateful  for  the  assistance  rendered  to 
residents  of  WoreesttT  by  other  libraries  in  lending  us  bo 
for  their  use. 

jriSCEI,L.\  NEOUS. 

An  aieoiint  of  the  reKiilt^  of  an  examination  for  Candida 
for  positions  as  senior  and  junior  assistants,  will  be  found 
the  report  "f  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Li&r.\rian's  Account, 

Following  is  my  acconnt  for  the  amount  of  money  receii 
for  finos,    etc.,  properly    vouched  by  the  Finance    Committ 

City  op  Worcestee. 
Free  Public  Library,  Dee.  1,  1907 
We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Sam 
S.  Green,    librarian,  from  December    1,  1906,  the  date    of  i 
last  settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  librariim's  hands,  Decem- 
ber 1.  l!K)(i,  $171  06 

Ro<:eiv(«i  for  fines.  1,199  15 

Received   fur  I'lipies  of  eatalngues.  etc.,  35  35 

Received   fur  books  lost  or  injured  and 

piiid  for.  17  80 

Received  for  use  of  telephone  (for  out-of- 
town  pliK-es).  1  85 


$1,536 


K.vcivect  f(ir  sal. 

of  waste  pjipor, 

12  06 

Kobatc  on  ii.s.ir, 

1(1', 

51  74 

Deposits  of  sd-ii 

^'ors  it)  taking  out  books. 

37  00 

Kocoivod  for  

ts  sol.l. 

72 

Blunohanl's  bill 

rofiiiidnl, 

8  7.1 

FREE   PUBLIC  LIBR.VRY.  21 

Money     refunded     for     books     lost     but 

found  and  returned,  $2  35 

Paid  ]\rr.  DeWitt  Clinton,  city  treas- 
urer, 1,387  05 

Deposits  returned,  37  00 

Balance    in    librarian's    hands.   Dee.    1, 

1907,  109  68 


$1,536  08 

FKEDERTCK  W.  VERMILLE, 
Chairman  of  Finance  Committee, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  S.  GREP]N, 

Librarian. 


KEPOKT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
I/IBKAKT. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  Library  Committee  has  attended  to  ita  luual  doC 
during  the  year.  In  smaller  libraries  mach  work  is  perform 
by  similar  committees  which,  in  an  institntion  of  this  size, 
delegated  to  the  librarian  and  bis  assistants. 

As  stated  last  year,  the  committee  has  examined  the  montl 
lists  of  books  proposed  by  the  librarian ;  it  has  assured  itsi 
that  the  books  and  other  property  of  the  library  have  be 
well  cared  for. 

The  annual  examination  of  the  library  haa  been  left  to  t 
executive  officers,  and,  in  general,  the  position  of  the  co: 
tnittee  has  been  that  of  superrision.  The  results  of  the  exa 
ination,  so  far  as  yet  tabulated,  may  be  found  among  t 
statistics  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet. 

Early  in  the  year  two  members  of  the  committee  wi 
chosen  to  confer  with  the  librarian  and  reference  librari 
about  the  rearran^ment  of  the  furniture  in  the  Green  Libit 
room  and  the  librarian's  room.  That  rearrangement  w 
afterwards  effected. 

Two  members  of  the  committee  were  appointed  to  con] 
with  the  librarian  regarding  the  establishment  of  a  pennanc 
fine  arts  room  and  its  care.  As  a  result  the  arts  depatme 
was  established  by  the  Board  of  Directors.  This  ia  spoken 
in  the  report  of  the  librarian,  and  annexed  to  that  report  if 
special  report  of  the  head  of  the  arts  department. 

An  examination  for  senior  and  junior  assistants  was  h( 
October  26  under  the  supervision  of  this  committee.  Ei( 
persons  passed  the  examination  for  senior  assistant  and  ni 
that  of  junior  assistant.  The  list  of  persons  eligible  for  juni 
assistant  was  increased  by  two  names  of  persons  left  over  frt 
the  last  list. 
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A  printed  list  of  books  for  children  has  been  issued  in  the 
children's  department.  This  is  spoken  of  in  the  reports  of 
the  librarian  and  children's  librarian. 

More  money  should  be  spent  in  buying  books,  especially  in 
the  children's  department. 

The  Committee  wishes  to  speak  appreciatively  of  the  spirit 
shown  by  all  the  officers  of  the  library.  It  is  believed  that  the 
public  have  found  their  services  generally  satisfactory. 

WILLIAM  T.  FORBES, 
FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
G.  E.  WIRE, 
CHAS.  R.  JOHNSON, 
CHARLES  T.  TATMAN, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THI 
READING  ROOM. 


To  the  Booid  of  Din,  tors. 

Two  iiotewdrlhy  iniproVeiiieiits  have  been  inat^e  during  t1 
pajit  year  in  tho  tlinv  rooms  in  the  charge  of  the  committe 
the  introduction  of  clcetrii-ity  and  the.  tinting  ot  the  walls  > 
the  newspaper  room  and  Indies'  reading  room.  The  light 
the  former,  which  wns  before  not  alwn.vs  adequate,  is  now  t! 
best  of  any  iu  llie  library. 

Tlie  patronage  of  all  the  rooms  has  been  constant,  and,  wh« 
recorded  (on  Sundays  and  holidays  in  the  newspaper  room 
shows  a  gratifying  inerease  of  nineteen  per  cent,  and  twent 
six  per  eent.,  respectively.  Special  pains  have  been  taken 
preserve  order  and  quiet,  with  the  result  that  a  lady  may  ( 
many  do)  use  the  newspaper  room  at  any  time  without  emba 
rassnient.  Willful  mutilations  have  been  rare,  though  tl 
attendance  during  the  late  autumn  months  has  been  heavi 
than  usual. 

A  few  wall-racks  should  be  provided  in  the  newspaper  roo 
to  prevent  over-crowding  on  the  regular  forms.  These  ha" 
been  included  in  the  estimates  for  next  year. 

The  total  number  of  periodicals  and  newspapers  now  su 
scribed  for  is  649,  or  eight  per  cent,  more  than  last  yes 
These  have  been  re-classified,  as  many  have  heretofore  bei 
rated  as  newspapers  which  should  be  included  among  perio 
leals.  No  departments  of  the  library  have  more  regular  ■ 
appreciative  patronage  than  those  under  the  supervision 
this  committee. 

JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR, 
ALEXANDER  BELISLE, 
For  the  Reading  Room  Committee. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  Pnsidod  of  the  Board  of  Dincfors. 

The  Coinniittee  on  llie  Building  reports  that  the  re-wiriug  of 
both  the  new  and  the  old  bnildinj^^s  for  electric  lip:hts  has  l)een 
satisfactorily  completed  this  year,  within  tlie  estimates  and  all 
bills  paid. 

The  best  single  sample  of  this  imj)rovemeut  is  in  the  art 
room,  where  a  few  of  the  liigh  eflfieiency  lanij)s  give  better  ser- 
vice and  more  pleasing  light  than  the  old  system  of  jet  gas 
lighting.  The  new  high  efficiency  liglits  add  much  to  the  public 
rooms  and  in  the  stack  rooms  and  work-  rooms  unusual  flexibility 
of  the  lighting  system  has  been  attained  by  means  of  liberal 
amounts  of  cable,  many  switches  and  cutouts  and  long  flexible 
hand  lamps.  The  gas  lamps  have  been  entirely  removed  in  all 
public  places,  from  all  book  stacks  and  work  rooms. 

This  has  resulted  in  a  decided  betterment  of  the  atmosphere 
in  the  public  rooms,  which  is  necessarily  vitiated  by  readers, 
and  in  the  stackrooms  to  the  improvement  of  book  bindings. 
As  it  is,  we  have  thousands  of  volumes  on  the  shelves  needing 
re-binding,  not  from  use,  but  simply  from  decay  of  leather 
from  gas  fumes.  The  work  of  re-tinting  the  walls  has  been 
carried  on  in  both  the  new  and  old  buildings. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN, 

G.  E.  WIRE, 

W.  J.  DEXIIOLM, 

Committee  on  the  Building, 

Dec.  31,  1907. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 

FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

The  Committee  oa  Finance  has,  during  the  past  year,  < 
charged  the  ordinary  functions  of  its  ofGce,  indudii^  the  ezi 
iDBtion  and  approval  of  bills  and  care  that  a  proper  ainonnl 
iDsurance  is  carried  on  the  library  property.  $4,000  sdditic 
nsuranee  was  laid  on  the  property  of  the  library  in  the  Isl 
part  of  December,  1906. 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
propriation  received  from  the  city,  and  the  expenditures  tiu 
from,  and  also  relative- to  the  Qreen  Library,  Keadini^-nx 
Librarian  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  for  the  year  imd: 
November  30,  1907. 

The  city  appropriation  for  the  past  year  was  $38,000; 
amount  received  from  dog  licenses,  etc.,  $6,713.62;  from  fii 
sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $1,387.05;  the  amount  received  fr 
the  income  of  the  Green  Library  Fund  through  purchase 
books  which  had  before  been  bought  from  the  city  appropi 
tion,  $2,117.21;  making  with  the  balance  of  $1,214.71,  at  i 
begiDDJQg  of  the  year,  a  total  of  $49,432.59.  The  expendita 
aggregated  $49,431.93.     The  unexpended  balance  is  $0.66. 

The  Green  Library  Fund  now  amounts  to  $57,146.64,  an 
crease  of  $608.19  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian 's  Fund  is  now  $7,691.43,  an 
crease  of  $289.71. 

The  Henry  "W.  Brown  Fund  amoiints  to  $130.56. 

The  report  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  treasurer  of  the  Beadi 
Room  Fund  is  appended  to  this  report,  and  in  that  report 
railroad  stocks  owned  by  the  fund  are,  according  to  custom, 
corded  at  par  value. 

The  committee  has  examined    the    securities    of    the    Qp 
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Library,  Librarian,  Reading-Hoom  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  they  correspond  with 
the  schedule,  and  the  Treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited 
and  found  to  be  correct. 

The  account  with  the  Librarian  has  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  committee  has  carefully  considered  the  needs  of  the 
library  for  the  coming  year  and  will  report  to  you  an  estimate 
of  the  necessary  expenditures.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
city  government  will  see  its  way  clear  to  make  an  increase  in  the 
annual  appropriation  in  accordance  with  needs  given  in  detail 
in  the  estimates.  There  is  an  imperative  demand  for  a  very 
considerable  increase  in  the  amount  which  may  be  spent  for 
books,  especially  for  the  children's  department. 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
CHARLES  R.  JOHNSON, 
EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

Committee  on  Finance. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN. 


To  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Green,  Lihrari<in,  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Since  the  presentation  of  my  last  annual  report  my  duties 
have  been  materially  ehanf^ed  by  the  eliief  cataloguer  taking  full 
charge  of  all  matters  i)ertaining  to  her  department,  and  by  my 
election,  last  January,  to  the  additional  office  of  reference  libra- 
rian. The  duties  of  the  latter  office,  being  more  specific  and  ur* 
gent  in  nature,  have  received  a  larger  share  of  my  time  than 
those  of  assistant  librarian. 

My  most  important  single  service,  perhaps,  as  assistant  libra- 
rian, has  been  the  preparation,  with  the  librarian's  assistance,  of 
a  set  of  questions,  for  senior  and  junior  candidates,  for  a  library 
examination,  held  October  26th.  The  correcting  of  papers  and 
tabulating  of  results  fell  also  to  my  lot.  Other  duties  outside 
of  the  daily  routine  have  been:  the  collection  and  tabulation 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  statistics  for  the  annual 
report;  answering  statistical  and  other  inquiries  on  the  size  and 
use  of  the  library,  etc. ;  and  directing  the  affairs  of  the  library 
from  July  10  to  August  28  and  during  the  last  ten  days  in 
May,  in  the  absence  of  the  librarian. 

The  re-wiring  of  both  buildings  for  electricity,  though  causing 
vast  inconvenience  while  in  progress,  has  proved  a  great  saving 
in  comfort,  cleanliness  and  time,  if  not  in  expense.  In  the  news- 
paper room,  particularly,  the  quality  of  the  light  is  much  im- 
proved ;  in  the  magazine  rooms  a  general  lowering  of  the  lights 
nearer  to  the  tables  would  be  an  advantage.  The  tinting  of  the 
newspaper  room,  catalogue  room,  and  particularly  the  ladies' 
reading-room,  has  improved  appea-rances  wonderfully,  and  the 
added  space  for  students  at  the  WTst  end  of  the  Green  library 
room  has  already  been  much  used  and  welcomed. 

The  salary  of  junior  assistants  is  now  ordered  to  begin  at  $300 
per  annum.     This  amount  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  increased, 
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or  else  young  women  from  out  of  town  should  not  be  encouraged 
to  take  our  examinations.  $300  is  a  considerable  addition  to  the 
income  of  a  Worcester  family,  but  scarcely  pays  for  more  than 
board  and  room  for  a  stranger  coming  here  to  enter  the  library 
Bcrvice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW, 
Assistaiit  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  REFERENCE 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Oreen,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  most  noteworthy  change  which  has  been  made  ia  the 
reference  department  during  the  past  year  w^as  the  transfer, 
last  March,  of  all  the  art  material  on  the  upper  story  to  the 
new  arts  department.  The  customary  annual  use,  therefore,  of 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  portfolios  in  exhibitions, 
must  be  deducted  this  year  from  the  statistics  of  this  depart- 
ment. 

The  removal  to  the  floor  above  of  all  administrative  work 
formerly  done  in  the  Green  library  has  secured  more  space,  bet- 
ter light,  and  greater  quiet  for  students,  especially  those  making 
protracted  investigations  which  require  the  use  of  many  boobsk 
This  privilege  has  already  been  proved  welcome  by  the  frequent 
use  of  the  three  large  tables  provided.  Two  or  three  single  ta- 
bles might  be  added  at  some  future  time. 

The  whole  reference  use,  not  including  books  on  the  open 
shelves,  was  78,749.  An  accurate  comparison  with  other  years 
of  books  delivered  for  reference  use,  is  difficult  to  make,  because 
of  the  frequent  use  of  art  material  (now  in  the  arts  department), 
outside  of  formal  exhibitions,  and  counted  in  with  the  regular 
daily  use.     The  figures  for  the  last  five  years  are  as  follows : 

1905-06  80,184 

1904-05  77,481 

1903-04  77,359 

1902-03  74,898 

1901-02  73,784 

Demand  has  been  steady  for  many  classes  of  material,  of  which 
bound  American  magazines  easily  take  the  lead.  Every  morn- 
ing, except  in  summer,  the  return  tables  present  long  rows  of 
Outlooks,  North  American  Reviews,  Forums,  Independents  and 
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many  others  used  the  day  before.  Files  of  bound  newspapers, 
particularly  our  Worcester  journals,  are  in  almost  daily  use, 
while  the  art  magazines,  such  as  the  Craftsman,  Connoisseur, 
Studio  and  Art  Amateur,  are  constantly  called  for.  Many  stu- 
dents in  design  have  found  these  invaluable.  Genealogy  con- 
tinues to  hold  a  prominent  place  in  public  interest.  Notwith- 
standing the  special  law  library  at  the  Court  House,  we  still  have 
many  calls  for  our  law  books,  particularly  the  Massachusetts 
statutes,  and  **Acts  and  Resolves."  The  medical  library  has  a 
steady  patronage,  not  only  from  doctors,  but  from  adult  laymen 
as  well.  Our  government  documents  maintain  their  surprising 
popularity.  Industrial  workers  from  Worcester's  various  activi- 
ties are  often  seen  here,  as  shown  by  such  questions  as:  receipt 
for  cleansing  granite,  process  of  brazing,  measurement  of  ve- 
neers, etc.  Students  at  Simmons  College  find  our  open  reference 
shelves  of  great  value  in  preparing  their  library  school  exercises. 

Classes  studying  architecture,  ancient  history,  Spanish  art, 
and  China,  have  met  at  the  library,  and  used  books  from  this 
department,  while  the  Greek  class  has  continued  its  sessions  regu- 
larly. In  February  the  librarian  delivered  and  repeated  his 
iUustrated  talk  on  Roman  remains  in  Britain,  and  Miss  Young 
arranged,  in  December,  for  the  College  Club,  an  unusual  exhi- 
bition of  the  art  treasures  of  the  library.  Longfellow's  centen- 
ary was  observed  in  February  by  a  display  of  pictures,  illus- 
trated works  and  rare  editions,  and  in  March  several  portfolios 
of  colored  plates  of  American*  Indians,  with  collateral  material, 
were  displayed  for  the  upper  grades  of  Dix  Street  school.  For 
the  Old  Home  Week  in  June,  we  collected  books  and  pamphlets 
on  early  Worcester  as  part  of  the  exhibition  held  at  that  time. 

The  magazine  rooms  and  newspaper  room  keep  up  their  steady 
patronage.  In  the  former  additional  chairs  have  to  be  brought 
on  Saturday  afternoons,  and  in  the  latter  men  may  often  be  seen 
standing  for  their  turn.  Patent  Office  records  are  in  daily  use, 
but  no  mutilations  have  been  discovered  during  the  past  year. 

In  the  Sunday  and  holiday  attendance  a  gratifying  increase 
is  recorded:  On  Sundays  from  14,040  to  16,824,  or  19  per  cent; 
on  holidays,  from  1,919  to  2,431,  or  26  per  cent.  The  number 
of  books  used  on  holidays  has  increased  from  673  to  696 ;  on  Sun- 
days it  has  decreased  from  3,709  to  3,658  or  .014  per  cent.    The 


32  PUBUC  DOCUMENT — ^NO.  IV. 

magazine  room  being  kept  open  on  Sundays,  except  in  sununer, 
ensures  greater  quiet  and  comfort  for  students  in  the  Green 
library. 

An  inventory  of  the  whole  department  was  taken  during  the 
summer,  with  the  result  of  recovering  a  few  long  missing  books. 
This  work  could  not  have  been  done  before,  as  the  shelf-list  for 
this  department,  in  the  re-classification  of  the  library,  has  only 
recently  been  finished.  The  numbering  of  all  the  places  at  the 
readers'  tables  enables  us  to  bring  books  at  once  to  students,  and 
saves  time  in  busy  hours. 

In  the  bindery  work  the  strictest  economy  has  been  practiced, 
so  far  as  consistent  with  durability,  neatness  and  correspondence 
with  sets  already  bound.  Repair  work  progresses  with  original 
binding;  among  many  other  items,  18  early  volumes  of  the  Wor- 
cester Palladium  have  been  wholly  rebound,  and  many  of  the 
oldest  English  reviews.  The  open  shelves  in  the  Green  library 
have  received  special  attention. 

Four  books  have  been  stolen  from  the  open  shelves.  Mutila- 
tions have  not  been  serious,  though  in  the  winter  we  were  an- 
noyed by  having  colored  plates  cut  three  times  from  Harper's 
Magazine. 

More  stack  room  must  be  provided  soon,  as  there  is  scarcely  an 
empty  tier  of  shelves  in  the  whole  department.  An  estimate  for 
slielving  one-half  of  the  sixth  stack,  on  the  glass  floor,  has  been 
submitted.  Quite  as  important  is  adequate  newspaper  shelving. 
All  our  bound  files  stand  upright,  and  unless  constant  care  is 
bestowed,  easily  get  wrenched  and  warped.  A  beginning,  at 
least,  should  be  made  with  horizontal  shelves  for  the  priceless 
volumes  of  early  years. 

The  librarian  today  receives  aid  from  catalogues,  indexes  and 
bibliographies  wholly  unknown  to  an  earlier  generation.  These 
are  the  indispensable  tools  of  the  reference  worker,  but  without 
the  keen  brain,  the  ready  wit  and  sympathetic  instinct  to  direct 
their  use,  they  are  but  idle  instruments.  Our  library  is  fortu- 
nate in  having  a  corps  of  loyal  and  intelligent  reference  assist- 
ants, to  whose  uniformly  cheerful  co-operation  it  is  a  pleasure 

to  hear  witness.  ^^  ^«  ,,         .     v.^    i 

Kespectiully  submittecK 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW, 

Reference  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CIRCULATING 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samud  S.  Green,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors. 

The  work  of  this  department  during  the  year  has  been 
arduous.  The  Newark  charging  system  has  been  introduced, 
also  a  new  series  of  registration  numbers  started.  We  accom- 
plished the  latter  without  requiring  re-registration  from  active 
borrowers.  This  saved  a  great  deal  of  time  and  annoyance  for 
our  patrons  as  well  as  for  ourselves.  Extra  copyists  and  other 
helpers  were  required  during  the  summer  to  get  our  65,000  books 
in  readiness  for  the  change.  Oct.  1.  Since  that  date  we  have 
given  out  over  GOOO  borrowers'  cards.  When  users  of  the  library 
and  the  assistants  get  accustomed  to  the  new  method,  it  will  no 
doubt  be  very  satisfaetor\^  It  is  a  great  improvement  over  the 
old  system  and  does  away  with  much  writing,  as  nearly  all  of 
the  work  is  done  by  stamping  the  dates  and  the  numbers,  thereby 
avoiding  many  errors  in  charging  the  books.  186,475  books  were 
given  out  the  past  year  against  173,881  the  year  previous,  mak- 
ing an  increase  of  12,594,  or  a  gain  of  7  per  cent.  The  work 
has  be(»n  done  under  disadvantages,  as  so  much  confusion  was 
attendant  upon  the  necessary  repairs  in  the  building,  but  my 
assistants  worked  hard  and  faithfully  through  it  all. 

The  nine  delivery  stations  (a  new  one  having  been  started  at 
Park  Ave.  Nov.  1)  are  doing  very  wcU.  The  number  of  vol- 
umes given  out  through  these  agencies  was  14,899,  a  gain  of 
2.09(i  over  tli(^  year  before.  The  station  at  Grafton  Square  will 
soon  be  in  a  new  building  which  has  been  erected  on  the  site  of 
the  old  one,  and  it  will  be  continued  under  new  management.  At 
each  station  new  signs  in  gold  lettering  have  been  painted  on 
the  windows,  and  attention  has  been  drawn  to  this  fact  and  to 

:5 
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other  matters  pertainicg  to  station  work  through  the  courtei^ 
of  the  Telegram. 

We  have  been  asked  to  allow  the  Eames  Library  at  Greendale 
to  keep  a  small  collection  of  our  books  for  circulation.  We  have 
one  hundred  duplicates  ready  to  send,  and  the  librarian  will  ren- 
der an  account  of  the  use  of  these  books  each  month  and  the 
record  will  be  added  to  our  circulation.  We  expect  to  change 
these  books  as  often  as  requested. 

Last  year  I  was  allowed  $500  with  which  to  buy  books  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  delivery  stations.  In  my  estimates  for 
the  coming  year  I  have  asked  for  $300  more  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, also  for  $850  for  duplicate  books  for  general  circulation, 
some  portion  of  it  to  be  used  each  month  as  needed. 

The  collection  of  music  scores,  librettos,  etc.,  formerly  belong- 
ing to  the  reference  department,  and  later  to  the  fine  arts  de- 
partment, has  been  transferred  to  the  circulating  department, 
where  people  may  freely  consult  them  and  take  them  out  for 
home  use.  I  have  noticed  an  increased  interest  in  these  books 
and  it  is  intended  to  make  some  desirable  additions  each  month. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  buy  many  pictures  with  the  allowance 
granted  last  year.  Three  small  ones  have  been  purchased  and 
make  the  bare  walls  more  attractive.  With  a  larger  sum  the 
coming  year  much  more  may  be  done. 

We  have  continued  the  practice  of  displaying  our  best  books 
on  special  subjects  in  the  waiting  room  and  the  following  sub- 
jects were  chosen  in  their  order:  The  Madonna  and  Christ 
Child  in  Art;  Central  America,  Panama,  Canals;  Drawing,  De- 
signing, etc.;  House  Building  and  Furnishing;  Life  and  Works 
of  T.  B.  Aldrich;  Our  Native  Birds;  Gardening;  Trees,  Flowers, 
Ferns;  Worcester  and  Worcester  People  (Old  Home  Week); 
Education;  Music,  Musicians  and  Composers;  Kindergarten; 
Civil  Government  in  the  United  States. 

Two  new  junior  assistants  have  been  added  to  the  staff  during 
the  year;  one  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  a  former  assistant 
having  accepted  a  position  in  another  state,  the  other  being 
needed  in  the  growth  of  the  department. 

The  use  of  electricity  is  a  great  help  in  our  work.  Instead  of 
going  about  lighting  each  individual  gas  burner,  we  are  now  en- 
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abled  to  get  a  room  lighted  instantly.     In  a  busy  time  and  at 
all  times  this  is  greatly  appreciated. 

We  hope  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  this  department  in  many 
ways  the  coming  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  E.  TYLER, 
Circulating  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHILDREN'S 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samuel  8.  Green,  Librarian,  for  flic  Board  of  Directors. 

The  statistics  of  the  children's  department  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1907,  show  an  increase  in  circulation  of 
7,401  volumes.  This  increase  has  been  entirely  in  the  number 
of  books  sent  to  the  schools,  27,666  volumes  in  all,  the  home 
circulation  of  89,081  volumes  being  about  the  same,  making  a 
total  of  116,747  volumes.  There  were  2,254  volumes  used  for 
reference,  showing  an  increase  of  666  volumes.  This  includes 
the  inspection  by  older  people  of  the  good  gift  books  dis- 
played at  Christmas  time.  The  new  names  registered  during 
the  year  number  2,154,  and  the  renewals  of  old  accounts  695, 
making  10,265  children's  cards  now  in  circulation.  During 
the  year  2,851  volumes  were  added  by  purchase  to  the  depart- 
ment, and  1,909  volumes  withdrawn,  leavinjj:  now  in  the  depart- 
ment 8,751  volumes.  The  Sunday  and  holiday  use  of  the  room 
has  incrca.sed  twenty  per  cent.  There  were  6S^'i  children  who 
used  868  volumes  during  the  seven  liolidays,  and  5,032  boys 
and  girls  who  used  7,121  volumes  on  Sunday.v 

During  the  summer  months  a  new  finding  list  was  issued 
of  books  in  this  department,  si)eeial  care  being  given  to  the 
selected  subjects  lists  api)ended,  which  will  be  of  help  to 
parents  and  teachers.  These  include  lists  of  poetry,  nature 
books,  classic  and  standard  stories,  the  current  magazines  and 
reference  books  to  be  found  in  the  children's  room,  and  many 
other  subjects. 

An  effort  has  been  made  during  the  year  to  interest  older 
folk  in  the  children's  department.  The  table  of  good  gift 
books,  displayed  for  three  weeks  before  Christmas,  brought 
many  mothers  to  see  us  for  the  first  time.  One  corner  of  the 
book  shelves  has  been  reserved  for  a  collection  of  books  of 
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especial  interest  to  the  teachers,  wliile  close  by,  chairs  and  a 
table  with  writing  material  are  always  at  their  disposal.  Real- 
izing the  importance  the  fairy  tale  and  folk-lore  play  in  liter- 
ature, a  collection  has  been  made  of  books  containing  these 
myths  and  legends,  and  is  used  only  for  reference.  Folk-lore 
and  myth  of  England,  France,  Denmark,  Russia,  Africa,  Japan 
and  many  other  countries  are  thus  reserved  for  the  student 
or  teacher  seeking  a  lost  fairy  tale.  Many  of  these  books  are 
now  out  of  print.  An  index  is  being  made  to  the  collection 
to  facilitate  its  use.  We  have  also  collected  picture  books 
illustrated  by  the  best  children's  illustrators  of  France,  Eng- 
land and  Germany,  as  well  as  America,  and  have  indexed 
them  under  the  artist's  name. 

On  June  4th,  at  the  invitation  of  the  children's  department, 
the  school  children  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  grades  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  Capt.  David  M.  Earle,  Messenger  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  talk  about  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 
Captain  Earle  told  the  300  children  present  in  a  most  inter- 
esting way  how  a  big  battle  is  planned  and  fought,  and  of 
his  personal  experience  at  Gettysburg.  We  were  greatly 
indebted  to  him  for  giving  the  children  this  unusual  oppor- 
tunity of  hearing  '*the  man  who  did  it  himself"  tell  all 
about  it. 

The  department  is  sjtill  handicapped  by  its  need  of  books, 
and  the  home  and  school  circulation  materially  decreased  by 
having  to  refuse  the  children  and  teachers  their  full  number 
of  books.  We  cannot  work  with  empty  shelves.  The  most 
immediate  need  is  an  extra  appropriation  for  the  school  collec- 
tion alone,  and  a  larger  monthly  allowance  for  the  main 
iepartment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  CAMERON, 
Children's  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  CATALOOTEE. 


To  Samuel  S.  Green,  Librarian,  for  the  Directors, 

The  catalogue  department  presents  its  annual  report, 
together  with  a  brief  statistical  report,  showing  in  detail  the 
actual  work  performed. 

The  duties  of  the  department  have  been  discharged  by  the 
same  staff  as  the  year  previous,  and  the  assistants  have  g^ven 
their  customary  enthusiastic  and  faithful  service. 

In  March  a  typewriter  was  purchased  for  the  purpose  of 
making  the  cards,  and  this  means  has  been  found  much  more 
convenient  and  expeditious. 

During  the  summer  the  catalogue  of  children's  books  was 
edited  and  prepared  for  the  press. 

In  November  the  editing  of  the  monthly  bulletin  was  under- 
taken by  this  department,  and  special  reading  lists  on  sub- 
jects of  timely  and  general  interest  are  prepared  each  month 
for  publication  in  connection  with  it. 

The  walls  of  the  catalogue  room  have  been  tinted  and 
present  an  attractive  appearance. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  present  arrangement  of  government 
documents  should  be  changed  to  the  more  convenient  serial 
form,  and  as  this  duty  will  fall  on  this  department,  extra 
assistance  should  be  provided  for  that  purpose.  The  chief 
cataloguer  therefore  asks  for  an  increased  appropriation  to 
cover  the  expense  of  help  by  the  hour. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CLARA  WALKER  BRAGG, 
Chief  Cataloguer. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ARTS  LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samuel  8,  Oreen,  Libraria7i,  for  the  Board  of  Directors, 

The  arts  department  was  established  on  April  9,  1907,  and 
since  June  1st,  when  the  rooms  were  available  for  use,  149 
people  have  used  2306  photographs  and  plates  and  148  vol- 
umes for  reference  use.  The  volumes  used  are  exclusive  of 
those  loaned  by  the  reference  department  at  any  time.  For 
purposes  of  exhibition  there  were  used  431  photographs  and 
101  volumes,  and  the  attendance  was  531,  making  the  total 
use  of  the  department  2737  plates  and  photographs,  and  249 
volumes,  by  680  people.  Previous  to  June  1st  there  is  no 
record  of  any  use  of  the  department  for  the  current  year. 

In  the  month  of  June  there  were  two  exhibitions  held.  One 
was  of  pictures  suitable  for  school  decoration  and  class  gifts, 
which  proved  helpful  to  many  school  children.  The  second 
exhibition  was  held  as  part  of  the  *'01d  Home  Week"  cele- 
bration of  Worcester,  and  many  seemed  to  enjoy  the  pictures, 
portraits,  old  social  and  theatrical  programmes  and  books,  all 
descriptive  of  Worcester  past  and  present.  The  material  used 
was  largely  very  kindly  loaned  by  Mr.  Benjamin  T.  Hill  and 
others.  Meetings  of  different  clubs  have  been  held  in  the 
art  rooms  for  the  purpose  of  using  the  photographs  in  con- 
nection with  talks  upon  art  or  travel,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
use  of  the  department  will  steadily  increase  as  it  becomes 
better  known. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  in  cataloguing  the  photographs 
of  the  department,  and  in  rearranging  much  of  the  material. 
New  furniture  and  carpeting  have  been  ordered,  and  the  walls 
hung  with  ''monks'  cloth,"  as  a  more  suitable  and  attractive 
background  for  the  photographs.  It  is  hoped  that  the  floors 
may  be  re-finished  during  the  coming  year. 

The  collection  of  music  books,  transferred  from  the  refer- 
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ence  to  the  arts  department,  were  placed  upon  open  shelves 
in  the  circulating  rooms.  In  October  they  were  permanently 
transferred  to  the  circulating  department,  as  this  arrangement 
seemed  more  convenient  for  the  public. 

The  arts  department  needs  a  collection  of  small  photo- 
graphs, which  may  be  loaned,  to  supplement  the  use  of  the 
larger  photographs  legally  restricted  from  being  loaned. 
Also  a  collection  of  reference  books  on  painting  and  archi- 
tecture to  be  kept  in  the  art  gallery,  in  order  to  encourage 
the  use  of  the  room  for  practical  study.  It  is  understood  that 
such  books  and  the  more  expensive  photographs  will  be  pur- 
chased from  the  ** Green  Fund,"  but  a  sum  of  $100  has  been 
requested  for  the  purchase  of  pictures  to  loan. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  CAMERON, 
Head  of  the  Arts  Department. 
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APPENDIX    I. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITUKF.S. 

RECEIPTS. 

Municipal  appropriation, 

$38,000  00 

Income  from  invested  funds: 

Green   Library    fund, 

$2,354  36 

Reading-room  fund. 

436  67 

Librarian  fund, 

289  71 

Henry  W.  Brown  fund, 

4  70 

r^085  44 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

6,713  62 

Receipts  from  fines. 

1,199  15 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

35  35 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged 

books. 

15  45 

Rebates  on  insurance. 

51  74 

Sale  of  old  paper, 

12  66 

Sundry  receipts. 

11  32 

$49,124  73 

Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: 

Municipal   appropriation, 

$1,214  71 

Green  Library  fund, 

2,861  47 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 

171  06 

Reading-room  fund, 

419  54 

4,666  78 

$53,791  51 


EXPENDITURES. 

Book  Account. 

Books: 

Green  Library  fund, 

$3,728  08 

City  appropriation. 

6,277  71 

$10,005  79 

Periodicals: 

Green  Library  fund, 

$9  20 

City  appropriation. 

969  99 

Reading-room    fund 

(income 

increased 

by 

$600  from   city  af 

»propriati( 

m), 

1,047  26 

2,026  45 

Binding, 

3,082  49 
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BuHiDiNo  Account. 
Kepairs  and  additions, 
Furniture, 
Insurance, 
Fuel, 
Lights, 

Salakt  Account. 

Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors), 
Cataloguing, 

• 

Supply  Account. 
Printing  catalogues, 

Blanks  and  stationery  and  printing  report, 
Postage, 

Sundries: 

Water  for   elevators,  etc.,  $491  23 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,  etc.,  624  80 

Amount  added  of  income  and  other  receipts 
of  the  Green  Library  fund  to  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  fund,  576  69 
Income  of  Librarian  fund,  added  to  principal,    289  71 
Income  of  Henry  W.  Brown  fund,   tempo- 
rarily added  to  principal,  4  70 


2,171  10 

821  34 

580  23 

1,175  11 

1,765  05 

24,844  12 

1,917  12 

759  90 

908  69 

325  94 

1,987  13 


Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1907: 

Green  Library  fund,  $901  86 
Beading-room  fund,  408  95 
Money   received   from    fines,   sale   of  cata- 
logues, etc.,  109  68 
Balance  of  municipal  appropriation,  66 


$52,370  36 


1,421  15 
$53,791  51 


ACCESSIONS. 


Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 

Green  reference  library,  245 

Rest   of   reference   library,  638 

Circulating  department,  3,300 

Children's   department,  2,841 


7,024 
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Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Green   reference   library,  1 

Rest  of  reference  library,  698 

Circulating  department,  54 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 

Reference  library,  666 

Circulating  department,  98 

Children's  department,  10 


Number  of  volumes  worn  out  or  mutilated 
and  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Circulating   department,  687 

Children's   department,  1,734 


Number    of    volumes    missing    since    last 
report  and  not  accounted  for: 

Reference  library,  4 

Circulating  department,  •  67 

Children's  department,  95 


Number  of  volumes  regularly  charged,  but 
lost  and  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  11 

Children's  department,  38 


Number  of  volumes  lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating   department,  28 

Children's  department,  42 


2,321 


156 


49 


70 


653 


774 


8,451 


2,596 


Net  increase  for  the  year,  5,855 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 

Green  reference  library,  26,399 

Rest  of  reference  library,  59,155 
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Circulating  department,  64,183 

Children 's  department,  7,809 


Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 

Reference  library,  23 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 

Reference   library,  990 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  460 

Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room,  48 


CIRCULATION. 


157,546 


Total  numljf-r  of  volumes  in  library,  163,401 

Number  of  volumes  transferred: 

From  reference  library  to  circulating  department,       82 
From  reference  library  to  Green  library,  47 

From  circulating  department  to  reference  library,  5 

Total  num)>er  of  volumes  now  in  library  by  departments: 

Green  reference  library,  26,692 

Rest  of  reference  library,  60,929 

Circulating  department,  67,029 

Children's  department,  8,751 


163,401 


1,013 


Total  number  of  pamphlets  in  library,  18,187 

Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

Reading-room  fund  and  city  funds,  104 

Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room,  37 


141 


'608 


649 


Number  of  days  the  reference  library  was  open,  366 

Number  of  days  the  newspaper  reading-room  was  open,  865 

Number  of  days  tlio  circulating  department  was  open,  306 
Number  of  days  the  children's  department  was  open  for 

circulation,  3W 


*  Re-clasaifled  since  last  report. 
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Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  275,556 

(Circulating  department,   186,475.    children's  department,   89,081.) 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  81,003 

(Reference  library,   78,749;   children's  department,  2,254.) 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  from  children's  department  to 

the  schools,  27,666 

Total    number    of    volumes    circulated    from    the    children's 

department,  116,747 

Number  of  volumes  used  in  the  arts  department,  134;  number 

of  portfolios   115,  containing   2J',\7  photographs. 
Average   daily  use    (homo  and   reference):    reference   library, 
257;    circulating    department,    609;    children's    depart- 
ment, 381;  children's  reference,  7;  arts  department,  19,  1,273 
Largest  daily  use   (home  and  reference)  :  3,319 

Reference  librarj',  April  22,  498. 

Circulating  department,  Nov.  30,  1,363. 

Children's  dej  artment,  Nov.  9,  1,381. 

Children's  reference,  Dec.   20,  77. 
Smallest   daily  use   (home  and  reference)  :  471 

Reference  library,   Aug.   19,  83. 

Circulating  department,  Aug.  12,  268. 

Children's  department,  Aug.  1,  119. 

Children's  reference,  Aug.  10,  1. 
Nuinl  er  of  notices  sent  to  delinquents,  17,821 

(Circulating  <kpartment,  13,743;  children's  department,  4,078.) 
Nunibtr   of   volumes   bouud   or   re-bound,  *  7,837 

(Reference    library,    1,959;    circulating    department,    3,061; 
childnn's  department,  2,817.) 
Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  3,942 

(Circulating  department,   1,788;    children's  department,   2,154.) 
Number  of  accounts  nnewed,  4,049 

(Circulating   department,    3,354;    children's    department,   605.) 
Total  number  of  active  borrowers'  cards,  23,651 

(Circulating  department,  13,386;  children's  department,  10,205.) 

SUNDAY   USE. 
(Main  Library.) 

The  reference  room  is  open  from  2  to  9  p.m. 

The  newspaper  room  is  open  from  1  to  9  p.m. 
Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  room,  5,881 

Number   of   persons   using   the  newspaper   room,  10,943 


Total  number  of  persons,  16,824 

Average  number  of  persons,  323 

Largest  attendance,  December  16,  510 

Smallest  attendance,  July  21,  134 
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Number  of  volumca  oaed  for  reference, 
Average  Dumber  of  volume*  oaed, 

HOLIDAY  USE. 
{Main  Library.) 
The  reference  room  ia  open  from  9  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 
Tbe  nenHpaper  room  is  open  from  S  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 
Number  of  persona  using  the  rcferenee  room, 
Number  of  persons  using  the  newagaper  room, 

Total    number, 
Average  number  of  pprsona. 
Largest  attendance,  February  22, 
Smallest  attendance,  July  4, 
Number  of   volumes   used   for   reference, 
Average  number  of  volumes  used, 

SUNDAY  USE. 
(Children's  Department.) 
The  department  ia  open  for  reading  from  2  to  6  p.  m. 
Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room. 
Average  number  of  persoQB  using  the  room, 
Larf^at  attendance,  March  10, 
tittnallest  attendance,  September  1, 
Number  of  volume*  delivered  for  use  in  tbe  room. 
Average  number  of  volumes  used, 

HOLIDAY  USE. 
(Children  'a  Department.) 
The  department  is  open  for  reading  from  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  i 
Total  number  of  persons  uaing  the  room, 
Avenige   number  of  persons  using  the  room, 
Largest  attendance,  February  23, 
Smallest  attendance,   ,1uly  i, 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room, 
Average  number  of  volumes  used, 

TOTAL  SUNDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  USB. 


Number  of  persona  using  the  library: 

Sundays — 
Main  library, 
Children's  department. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  47 

Holidays — 

Main  library,  2,431 

Children's  department,  683 


3,114 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  within  the  building: 

Sundays — 
Main  library,  3,658 

Children's  Department,  7,121 


10,779 


Holidays — 
Main   library,  696 

Children's  department,  868 


1,564 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT,  1907. 

Books  catalogued,  3,803 

Duplicates  catalogued,  3,822 

Pamphlets  catalogued,  682 

Periodicals  catalogued,  845 

Cards  written,  19,494 

L.  C.  cards  used,  5,392 

A.  L.  A.  cards  used,  215 

Bulletin  slips  made,  2,474 

Shelf  list  slips  made,  2,95r. 
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APPENDIX    II. 

CITY  APPROPRIATION. 

Financial  StatinKiil  for  llic  Year  Ending  Xuccmbtr  30,  IS 

BE80UB0ES. 
Balance   from  previous  >'car,  (1,214  71 

City  apt>rO[>riHtioii.  38,000  OO 

Dog  lii'cnHta  unil  court  fccii,  6,713  62 

Fin(«,  culnlogueH,  etc.,  1,3S7  OS 

Amount  reci'ivi'il  from  the  ineoine  of  the  Green 
Library  funil  Ihrougb  purchase  of  booka  wbicb 
had  before  been  bought  from  city  appropristion,      2,117  21 


EXPENDITURES. 


indiug, 


Prioting  auil  rherging  slips, 

Lists  uf  uilditions, 

Finding  listn. 

I'ri'ight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  post- 
age, ri'iiiDving  aslies,  street  sprinkling,  and  other 
minor   running   expenses, 

Coviring   piipiT  and   stationery. 

Postal   lurds   for   delinquents, 

Cards   for  culiiluguing. 

Furniture, 

Water. 

Delivery   stations. 

New  charging  aystem, 

Cost  of   examinations, 

Repairs. 


Gas 

fiml. 

Brusli 

H,  rif- 

Rnl:irj 

of  1 

.r 

Salar> 

of  a 

si 

Saliiri 

X    of 

IIS 

Ctital. 

a«.'  d 

■V 

Scrvi. 

■   l,y 

ho 

(3,082  49 
379  M) 
311  60 
M8  40 


741  59 

244  20 

170  00 

61  31 

712  SO 

491  2S 

1,02S  S8 

331  18 

34  69 

9,364  91 

531  90 

1,639  20 

664  S8 

900  77 

1.175  11 

60  94 

3,775  00 

1,600  00 

12,206  33 

1,917  12 

2.774  37 

3,401  03 
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Insurance,  580  23 

Beading-room,  600  00 


49,431  93 
Balance  unexpended,  66 


$49,432  59 


$875  00 

256  00 

1,133  89 

41  89 

$576  69 
1,730  09 

$2,306  78 

$2,306  78 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  30,  1907. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1907,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages, 
Dividends  on  bank  stock. 
Dividends   on   savings   bank   deposits, 
Interest  on  bank  deposits. 

Of  the  above  income  there  has  been  added: 
To   tbe  investment   account, 
To   the  book  account, 

The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of 
the  investment  and  book  accounts,  as  verified 
by  the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of 
the  City  Treasurer: 

Investment  Account. 

1905-6.  1906-7. 

Notes   secured   by  mortgages,  $20,500  00  $20,500  00 

Bank   stock,  Merchants,  cost,  4,000  00  4,000  00 

Bank  stock,   Worcester,  par  value,  700  00  700  00 

Savings  Bank  deposits,  26,458  45  31,946  64 

Worcester  Trust  Company,  deposits,  4,880  00 

$56,538  45         $57,146  64 

Book   Account. 

Balance  December  1,  1906,  $2,861  47 

Three-fourths  income  account,  1,730  09* 

Interest  on  bank  deposits,  47  58 


$4,639  14 

Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year,  $3,737  28 

Balance  November  30,  1907,  901  86 

$4,639  14 
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Becapitulation. 

1905-6. 

1906-7. 

Investment  balances, 

$56,538  45 

$57,146  64 

Cash  balances. 

2,861  47 

901  86 

$59,399  92         $58,048  50 


Bespectfnlly  submitted. 


DbWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer, 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 


Balance  December  1,  1906, 
Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits, 


Balance  November  30,  1907,  viz.: 

Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 

Worcester  Five    Cents    Savings    Bank, 

Worcester  Mechanics   Savings    Bank, 


November  30,  1907. 


$7,401  72 

289  71 

$7,691  43 

$1,632  00 

1,304  47 

4,754  96 

$7,691  43 

DeWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  HENRY  W.  BROWN  FUND. 


November  30,  1907 


Balamx)  December  1,  1907, 
Dividends  on   saviogs  bank   deposit, 


Balance  November  30,   1907,  viz.: 
Worcester  County   Institution   for   Savings, 


$125  86 
4  70 

^ 

$130  66 
$130  56 

DeWITT  CLINTON,     * 

Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING-ROOM  FUND. 

November  30,  1907. 
Cash    Account. 

Balance  December  1,  1906, 

Worcester  Public  Library  Department, 

Dividends,   savings  banks, 

Dividends,  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.   R.  stock, 

Dividends,  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock. 

Interest,  Worcester  Trust  Company, 

Expended   for   periodicals   and    papers, 

Balance  November  30,  1907,  $408  95 

Investment  Account. 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock  (7  shares),  $700  00 

Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock  (11  shares),  1,100  00 
Savings    bank     deposits,      ($4,822.00,     $1,658.25, 

$1400),  7,380  94 


$419  54 

600  00 

280  89 

88  00 

61  25 

6  53 

$1,456  21 

1,047  26 

,180  94 


DeWITT  CLINTON, 

Trecisurer. 


Worcester,  December  14,  1907. 

Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched,  and  the  securities  in 
the  possession  of  the  Treasurer. 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 
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APPENDIX    III. 


A  SELECTION  PROM  THE  GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


GlYEBS. 


Abbott,  Francis  R.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Adams,  Charles  F. ,  Boston^  Mass. 

Albree,  John,  Swampscott,  Mojts. 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science. 

American  Antiquarian  Society. 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions. 

American-Irish  Historical  Society. 

American  library  Association. 

American  Mathematical  Society. 

American  Museum  of  Natural  History. 

American  Philosophical  Society. 

American  Scenic  and  Historic  Preservation  Society. 

American  Unitarian  Association. 

Amherst  Collece. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company. 

Anderson,  Asher,  Boston,  Mass. 

Anderson,  John  R.,  New  York  City. 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Company,  New  York  City. 

Automobile  Institute,  Cleveland,  0. 

Balch,  Edwin  S.,  PhiUidelphia,  Pa. 

Balch,  Thomas  W.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Barnes,  Mrs.  Lemuel  Call. 

Bibliotcca  Nazlonalc  Centrale,  Florence,  Italy. 

Bigclow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass. 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  Eng. 

Bolton,  Mrs.  Sarah  K.,  Cleveiand,  0. 

Boston,  City  Meraenger. 

Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board. 

Pauper  Institutions  Department. 

Public  Library. 

Registry  Department. 

School  Committee. 
Boston  Athenaeum. 
Boston  University. 
Bostonian  Society. 
Bowdoin  College. 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen  and  Knffinemen,Jru2ianapo2M,Jncf. 
Brown  &  Sharpe  Mfg.  Co. ,  Providence,  R.  i.. 
Bryn  Mawr  College,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 
BuiSalo  Public  Library. 
Bushnell,  Fordis  O. 

Canada,  Superintendent  of  Immigration. 
Carnegie  Institute,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Carter,  James  Coolidge,  Executors  of,  New  York  City. 
Chandler,  Miss  AUce  G. ,  Lancaster,  Mass. 
Charleston,  S.  C,  Mayor. 
Chicago,  Bureau  of  Statistics. 


o 
o 


2 


1 


i     *> 


1 


4 
1 
1 
1 

1 
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OlVBBB. 


Chica^,  Public  Library. 
Christian  Science  Publishing  Committee. 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  City  Water  Department. 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross. 
Colorado  School  of  Mines,  (Golden,  Ool. 
Colorado  State  Agricultural  College,  Fori  OoUinB,  Col. 
Columbia  University. 
Concord,  N.  H.,  Public  Library! 
Connecticut,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
State  Board  of  Education. 
Connecticut  Agricultural  Ebcperiment  Station,  New  Haven ,  Ct. 
Connecticut  Sutte  Library^  Hartford,  Ct, 
Cordeiro,  F.  J.  B. 
Cornell  University. 

Coudert,  Frederic  R.  jr.,  New  York  City, 
Dante  Society,  Cdmbridge,  Mass. 
Dartmouth  College. 

Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Devens  Statue  Commission. 
Dodge,  Thomas  H. 
Drew  AUis  Company. 
Eaton,  T.  E.  N.,  RedUmds,  Cal. 

Ennneers'  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Fall  River,  Mass.,  City  Clerk. 
Field  Museum  of  Natural  History,  Chicago,  HI. 
First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  Worcester. 
ForbeP,  William  T.  M. 
Gaffield,  Erastus  C,  Boston,  Mass. 
Gellfltedt,  Lars  G. ,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Green,  Samuel  S. 

Hall,  Ekiward  H., [Cambridge,  Mass, 
Hanson,  Thure. 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary. 
Harvard  Law  School,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Hildretli,  Dr.  J.  L.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Huguenot  Society  of  South  Carolina,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
International  Correspondence  School,  Scranton,  Pa. 
Jamestown  Exposition  Company. 
Kenny  Directory  Company,  New  York  City. 
Lauriat  Company,  Charles  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 
League  of  American  Municipalities,  Chicago,  III. 
Leland  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal. 
Library  Bureau,  Boston,  Mass. 
IJttle,  Brown  &  Co. ,  Boston,  Mass. 
Loubat,  J.  Florimond,  due  de,  Paris,  France. 
MacDonald,  Arthur,  Washington,  D.  C. 
McGill  University,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  City  Library. 
Maryland  Geological  Survey. 
Massachusetts,  Attorney  Greneral. 

Board  of  Agriculture. 

Board  of  Charity. 

Board  of  Commissioners  of  Savings  Banks. 


S 

S      Ok 

1 1 


26 


10 
6 


1 
1 
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GlYBBS. 


Massachusetts,  Board  of  Education. 

Board  of  Gas  and^lectric  Light  Commissioners. 

Board  of  Insanity?  bxli 

Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners. 

Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor. « 

Commissioner  of  Public  Records. 

Highway  Commission. 

Insurance  Department. 

Secretary  of  tne  Commonwealth. 

Superintendent  of  Gypsy  Moth  Work. 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  College,  Amhent,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Amherst,  Mass, 
Massachusetts  Civil  Service  Commission. 
Massachusetts  Greneral  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 
Mead,  Edwin  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Medford  Public  Library. 
Michigan,  Department  of  Health. 
Geological  Survey. 
State  Library. 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Public  Library. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. ,  Public  Library. 
Mohonk  Lake  Arbitration  Conference. 
Molee,  Elias,  Tacoma,  Wash. 
Morgan,  J.  P.,  New  York  City. 
Mount  Holyoke  College. 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass. 

National  Association  of  Audubon  Societies,  New  York  City. 
National*  Association  of  Cotton  Manufacturers,  Boston,  Mass. 
National  Civil  Service  Reform  League,  New  York  City. 
New  Hampshire  State  Library,  Concord,  N.  H. 
New  York  City,  Comptroller  of. 

Department  of  Education. 
Department  of  Parks. 
New  York  State,  Commission  of  State  Reservation  at  Niagara. 

State  Charities  Aid  Association. 
State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Nims,  George  W.,  Sterling,  Mnss. 
Olszewski,  A.,  Chicago,  lU. 

Paul,  Kegan,  T^nch,  Trubner  &  Co.,  London,  Eng. 
Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass. 
Pennsylvania  Prison  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 
Pennsylvania  State  Library. 
Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind,  Boston, 

Mass. 
Princeton  University. 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  Diocese  of  Western  Massachusetts. 
Providence,  K.  I.,  City  Sergeant. 
Providence,  R.  I.,  Public  Library. 
Public  Interest  Association,  Davos,  Switzerland. 
Quinsigamond  Boat  Club. 
Rice,  Franklin  P. 
Roe,  Alfred  S. 


I     I 


1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
40 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
2 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 

15 
1 
5 


1 
1 

8 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


11 


12 


3 
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QlYBRS.  j{         Oi 


I  I 

Boyal  Society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Canada,  1 
Sal*^m,  Mass.,  Public  Library.                                                                           1 
Scott,  Rev.  Willard.                                                                                           1 
Scranton,  Pa. ,  Public  Library.                                                                          1 

Seattle  Post-intellieencer,  Seattle,  Wash.  1 

Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City.  1 

Simmons  College,  Boston,  Mom.  1 

Smith  College.  1 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington,  D.  C.  6 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association.  1 

Stark,  William  N.  3 

Tappan,  Dr.  Eva  M.  2 

Thayer,  John  R.  5 

Thomas  Publishing  Company,  New  York  City.  1 

Tufts,  George  K.  1 

Tufts  College.  1 

Tyler,  Miss  Edna  I.  1 
T^son,  Robert,  Toronto,  Can.                                                                          5 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Education.  2 

Civil  Service  Commission.  1 

Department  of  Agriculture.  2 

Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor. .  15 

Department  of  the  Interior.  26 

Department  of  the  Navy.  1 

Department  of  the  Treasury.  2 

Department  of  War.  3 

Forest  Service.  1 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  2 

Library  of  Congress.  6 

National  Museum,  Washington,  D.  C.  6 

Presidential  Inaugural  Committee.  1 

Superintendent  ofDocuments.  204  324 

University  of  California,  Berkeley,  Cal.  1 

University  of  Chicago  Press.  2 

University  of  Michigan.  1 

University  of  Pennsylvania.  1 

University  of  Texas.  2 

University  of  Vermont.  1 

University  of  Virginia.  1 

University  of  Wisconsin.  1 

Usher,  Edward  P.,  Grafton,  Mass.  1 

Vibbert,  Mrs.  S.  A.  1 

Viquesney  Publishing  Company,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  1 

Washburn,  Charles  G.  19     7 

Washington  Academy  of  Sciences,  Washington,  D.  C.  1 

Wellesley  College.  1 
Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn.                                                         1 

West,  Mrs.  Alice  G.  1 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  Board  of  Trade.  1 

Williams  College.  1 

Wilson,  Mrs.  Mehitable  C.  C,  Cambridge,  Mass.  1 

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Madison,   Wis.  1 

Worcester,  Assessors.  1 

City  Clerk.  2 
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Worcester  City  Hospital.  1 

Mayor.  1 

^^     Principals  of  Schools.  1 

3H      Supenntendent  of  Schools.  2 

Worcester  Art  Museum.  I 

Worcester  County  Musical  Association.  2 

Worcester  National  Bank.  17 

Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute.  1 

Wright,  Miss  Ellen  M.,  Medford,  Mass,  1 

Yale  University.  2 

627  4^ 
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APPENDIX   IV. 


PERIODICALS   AND    PAPERS  ADDED   DURING   THE   YEAR. 


In  previous  years,  only  those  bought  from  the  reading  room  fund  have  been  mentioned. 


Aftonbladet. 

American  Esperanto  journal. 

American  historical  magazine. 

Americali  journal  of  international 
law. 

American  library  association  bul- 
letin. 

American  magazine. 

American  monthly  magazine. 

American  photography. 

Book  news  monthly. 

Boston  cooking-school  magazine. 

Chemical  abstracts. 

Children's  magazine. 

Classical  journal.    . 

Classical  philology. 

Classical   quarterly. 

Discovery. 

Electrician  and  mechanic. 

Equity  series. 

Harvard   bulletin. 

House  and  garden. 


Journal  of   American   history. 
Journal    of   tbe   American   society 

for  psychical  research. 
Keramic  studio. 
Moimt  Holyoke. 
Mount  Tom. 
Nation    (  London) . 
Ohio  naturalist. 
Outlook  for  the  blind. 
Pacific  era. 
Popular  mechanics. 
Princeton  theological  review. 
Saturday  evening  post. 
Seattle  daily  times. 
Social  educational  quarterly. 
Southern  educational  review. 
Suburban   life. 
Technical  literature. 
Theatre. 

Tropical  America. 
Vogue. 


GIFTS   TO    THE   READING-ROOM. 


American  gas  light  journal, 
A.  L.  A.  booklist, 
American  missionary, 
American  museum  journal, 

Amerika, 

Amerikanische  Tumzeitung, 

Annals  of  the  propagation  of  the 

faith, 
Arbetaren, 
Armenia, 
Arrow, 

Berrow's  Worcester  joarnal| 
Billboard, 


GIVERS. 

G.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 
Publishers. 

American   Missionary   Association. 
American  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Publishers. 
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Book  buyer, 
Bonton  Alaskan, 
Boetoner  nrii-li  rich  ten, 
Bulletin   of   bibliogrHpbj, 
Built-in  t)f  tho  Nulioual  assoda- 

tion  of  wool  maoufactureB, 
Catholic  miaaions. 
Century  path, 
Chirago    banker, 
CbriBlian  register, 
Christian   science  journal, 
Christian   science    sentinel, 
Clark  college  record, 
Culorailo  graphic, 
Concrete, 

Congreseional   record, 
Conservator 
DeBercl  evening  news. 
Draper's  romrd, 
Dry  goods  economist, 
Engi  IIP.,  ring. 
Xlvesham  journal, 
Fitchburg  weekly  sentinel, 
Ganiln  och  nya  bcmlandet. 
Good  BiivcrnmcDt, 
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First   Church   of   Christ,   Scientist. 

Clark  college. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

C.  0.  Washburn. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Proprietors. 

Publishers. 

Publishcrfi. 

Publishers. 

Sentinel   Printing    Company. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Hartford  Theological   Seminary. 

Puhlisbers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

American  Anti-Vivisection  Society. 

Publishers. 

Hiss  B.  M.  West,  editor. 

Publishers. 

J.  L.  Smith. 

PubTishers. 

Publishers. 

Bev.  Paul  0.  Krutzky. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

New  York  State  Library. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRART. 


59 


Nya  osterns  weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  tlie  U.  S.  patent 
office, 

L 'opinion  publique. 

Our  dumb  animals, 
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Publishers. 
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Publishers. 
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Anonymous. 
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University  of  Chicago  Press. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 
Publishers. 
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CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Honorable  James  Logan,  Mayor,  and  the  City  Council 
of  Worcester: 

The  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library  respectfully  pre- 
sent this  their  forty-ninth  annual  report  of  the  present  condi- 
tions and  the  future  needs  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 

This  report  includes  the  separate  reports  of  the  several 
standing  committees  of  the  Board  and  the  reports  of  the 
librarian,  of  the  assistant  librarian,  and  of  the  heads  of  the 
reference,  circulating,  children's  and  cataloguing  departments. 

The  condition  and  needs  of  the  library  are  set  forth  at  large 
in  the  various  reports  which  follow,  together  with  the  details 
of  the  management  and  of  the  finances. 

The  Board  of  Directors  deem  it  advisable,  however,  to  in- 
vite the  particular  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  several 
matters  of  much  interest  and  great  importance. 

The  use  made  of  the  library  by  the  citizens  is  the  justifica- 
tion for  its  financial  support  by  them,  and  the  continually 
increasing  use  is  the  argument  for  an  enlarged  appropriation, 
whereby  the  people  may  be  enabled  to  satisfy  such  of  their 
needs  as  may  properly  be  provided  for  by  the  library. 

As  food  is  a  vital  factor  in  the  life  and  development  of  man, 
so  are  books  in  the  efficient  work  of  a  great  public  library. 

Books  are  a  pressing  need  of  this  library,  particularly  du- 
plicate copies  of  standard  literature  for  circulation  through 
home  and  school. 

The  case  of  the  children 's  department  demands  special  atten- 
tion. A  collection  of  less  than  9,000  volumes,  or  11  per  cent, 
of  all  the  books  which  may  be  issued  for  home  use,  carries  34 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  circulation  of  the  library. 

As  a  consequence  the  book  shelves  of  this  department  are 
in  a  chronic  state  of  depletion.    Children  coming  to  the  library 
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to  read  on  holidays,  Sundays,  or  after  school  hours,  rarely 
find  their  favorite  books,  but  must  be  content  with  substitutes. 
Teachers  cannot  arrange  collateral  reading  systematically  or 
satisfactorily.  This  department  needs  a  collection  of  at  least 
1000  books  for  teachers  to  be  kept  at  the  library  for  use  in 
planning  reading  courses  as  well  as  for  the  cultural  efiSciency 
of  the  teachers  themselves. 

That  childhood  is  essentially  the  formative  period  of  life  is 
a  truism  too  bare  to  need  repetition. 

We  ask  you,  therefore,  to  give  most  careful  consideration 
to  the  pressing  needs  of  the  library,  particularly  in  the  direc- 
tion thus  outlined,  and  make  a  generous  appropriation  for 
books.  Thus  will  you  foster  a  most  potent  influence  for  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  and  mould  the  intelligent  youth  of 
to-day  into  the  conscientious  citizen  of  to-morrow. 

.During  the  past  year  223,460  books  have  been  taken  home  to 
be  read  by  adults,  an  increase  of  30  per  cent,  during  the  five 
years  just  passed. 

In  the  children's  department  117,748  books  have  been  cir- 
culated during  the  year  just  closed,  an  average  taking  of  each 
book  13  times,  which  is  an  increase  of  66  per  cent,  over  the 
number  read  five  years  ago. 

These  figures  show  that  the  circulation  of  books  for  the 
year  1908  was  2.36  per  inhabitant. 

There  have  been  consulted  at  the  library  during  the  year 
133,999  books,  which  is  an  increase  of  35  per  cent,  during  the 
past  five  years. 

From  the  above  figures  the  average  increase  in  the  use  of 
the  library  as  a  whole  during  the  past  five  years  is  seen  to 
be  over  40  per  cent. 

During  the  same  period  of  five  years  the  city  has  increased 
13  per  cent,  in  population,  and  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
17  per  cent,  in  the  money  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the 
library. 

Thus  it  is  evident,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  use  of  the 
library  is  increasing  more  than  three  times  as  fast  as  the 
population,  which  indicates  that  an  increasing  percentage  of 
our  citizens  are  using  the  library,  and,  in  the  second  place, 
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that  the  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  is  over  twice  the 
increase  in  the  appropriation. 

Although  these  figures  are  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the 
Board  of  Directors,  still  when  they  know  how  much  greater 
use  is  made  of  public  libraries  in  other  cities  of  the  Common- 
wealth where  branch  libraries  have  been  established,  they 
feel  that  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  should  be  called 
to  this  imperative  need.  Delivery  stations,  located  in  stores, 
where  cards  may  be  left  and  books  called  for,  are  useful,  but 
at  best  they  are  a  temporary  expedient  and  entirely  inade- 
quate for  the  requirements  of  the  public  who  demand  branch 
libraries  for  themselves  and  for  their  children. 

These  branches  are  established  and  conducted  for  library 
business,  and  for  this  alone.  A  good  supply  of  attractive, 
wholesome  books,  which  may  be  taken  home  to  be  read,  will 
be  found  on  the  shelves.  Current  magazines  are  on  file  that 
patrons  may  remain  an  hour  and  read.  Children's  tables  and 
books  for  their  consultation  and  reading  are  accessible,  and 
a  reference  library  for  older  readers  is  provided. 

In  addition  a  trained  and  intelligent  attendant  is  constantly 
on  duty  to  preserve  the  order  and  dignity  of  the  institution 
and  to  give  assistance  when  it  is  needed. 

For  a  detailed  presentation  of  this  subject  your  attention 
is  called  to  the  reports  of  the  librarian  and  of  the  assistant 
librarian. 

On  December  23,  1859,  the  City  Council  of  Worcester  passed 
"An  Ordinance  for  the  Establishment  and  Government  of  the 
Free  Public  Library  of  the  City  of  Worcester." 

The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  establishment  of  the  Library 
will  therefore  occur  during  the  coming  year.  It  seems  fitting 
that  some  appropriate  attention  should  be  paid  to  this  anni- 
versary by  the  City  Government. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLB, 

Prestdeni. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Following  is  the  forty-ninth  annual  report  of  the  librarian. 
It  is  the  thirty-eighth  which  I  have  prepared.  It  will  also  be 
my  last  annual  report,  since,  as  is  well  known,  I  shall  send 
a  communication  to  the  next  Board  of  Directors  declining  to 
be  a  candidate  for  re-election. 

I  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  this 
library  from  1867  to  1871.  January  15,  1871,  I  was  chosen 
librarian,  and  immediately  resigned  the  position  of  a  member 
of  the  Board  and  accepted  the  new  place  offered  me.  Thus 
it  appears  that  I  have  been  in  the  continuous  service  of  this 
institution  forty-two  years.  I  am  about  to  resign  my  position 
as  librarian  in  order  to  give  a  larger  portion  of  time,  than  it 
is  now  practicable  to  do,  to  literary  pursuits. 

The  library  was  established  by  an  ordinance  of  the  City 
Council  dated  December  23,  1859 ;  it  has  therefore  just  passed 
its  forty-ninth  anniversary.  It  thus  appears  that  I  have  been 
actively  connected  with  it  during  its  entire  history,  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  seven  years.  My  uncle,  the  late  John 
Qreen,  M.  D.,  is  mentioned  as  the  principal  founder  of  the 
institution  in  the  original  ordinance  of  the  City  Council  by 
which  the  library  was  founded.  By  that  ordinance  he  was 
made  a  life  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Thus  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  interval  between  the  death  of  Doctor 
Qreen  and  my  election  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
the  original  principal  founder  or  a  member  of  his  family  has 
had  a  prominent  part  in  the  administration  of  the  library, 
during  the  whole  period  of  its  existence. 
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Branch  Libraries. 

There  is  a  crying  need  in  Worcester  for  branches.  The  city 
is  spread  over  an  area  of  23,683  acres,  or  37  square  miles. 
Its  average  length  is  6.25  miles,  its  average  breadth  5.90  miles. 
Flourishing  settlements  are  found  at  the  ends  of  various  lines 
radiating  from  the  City  Hall,  or,  practically  speaking,  from  the 
main  library  building. 

Five  branches  are  imperatively  needed  for  large  settlements 
situated:  one,  1^  miles  distant;  two,  2  miles;  one,  2 J  miles;  and 
one,  3  miles.  One  of  these  places,  Lake  View,  besides  having 
a  large  permanent  population,  is  used  throughout  the  warmer 
weather  as  a  playground  by  nearly  the  whole  population  of 
the  city.  The  places  are  distant  from  one  another  as  well  as 
from  the  central  library. 

There  are  four  other  points  in  the  city  where  it  would  be 
desirable  to  have  small  deposits  of  books  and  reading-rooms 
for  newspapers  and  periodicals. 

In  the  five  branches  (to  serve  about  20,000  or  21,000  per- 
manent residents)  there  should  be  deposits  of  5,000  volumes 
in  each  branch,  a  reading-room  for  newspapers  and  magazines, 
a  room  in  which  books  can  be  consulted  in  quiet,  accommoda- 
tions for  the  staff,  a  children's  room,  janitor's  premises, 
besides  rooms  for  books  and,  as  all  the  settlements  are  thriv- 
ing and  growing,  allowance  should  be  made  for  increase  in 
population. 

The  selection  of  places  for  branch  libraries  has  been  made 
by  the  librarian  after  consultation  with  Mr.  McClure,  the 
city  engineer,  and  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

A  more  detailed  account  of  his  plan  and  a  table  of  distances 
and  populations,  as  well  as  of  the  cost  of  the  buildings  and 
management,  has  been  presented  in  a  special  report  by  the 
librarian,  which  may  be  found  among  the  documents  in  the 
care  of  the  secretary  of  the  Board. 

New  Main  Building. 

After  putting  in  a  sixth  stack  in  the  newer  portion  of  the 
present  building,  the  portions  in  which  books  would  be  ordi- 
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narily  placed  will  be  exhausted  in  a  very  few  years.  By  crowd- 
ing them  in  a  way  to  make  administration  difiScult  and  by 
putting  books  in  the  cellar,  we  can  keep  along  for  a  while 
longer. 

There  are  other  considerations  besides  housing  books.  If 
the  library  is  to  retain  its  leadership  or  even  keep  up-to-date, 
it  must  add  new  features  to  its  work. 

When,  a  few  years  ago,  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Worces- 
ter District  Medical  Society  were  taken  possession  of  by  the 
library  for  a  children's  room,  it  seemed  as  if,  after  taking 
care  of  the  children  in  a  separate  room,  the  accommodation 
for  grown-up  persons  in  the  circulating  department  would  be 
ample  for  a  considerable  time.  But  with  additional  furniture 
and  a  large  use  of  books  which  persons  examine  at  the  wall 
cases,  the  room  has  become  insufficient  for  the  comfort  of 
users.    More  room,  too,  is  needed  for  attendants. 

By  increased  accommodations,  not  only  would  these  wants  be 
supplied,  but  the  present  facilities  of  the  public  in  going  to 
the  shelves  could  be  greatly  enlarged. 

The  reading-room  for  reviews,  magazines  and  literary, 
scientific  and  art  papers,  also,  needs  more  extended  quarters. 
A  room  for  patent-office  reports,  and  books  and  other  matter 
of  interest  to  persons  engaged  in  the  industries,  is  needed. 
Indeed,  largely  increased  quarters  are  needed  for  all  the 
branches  of  work  now  done  in  the  library.  For  example,  more 
ample  room  should  be  provided  for  the  reference  work,  which, 
I  think  I  may  say  without  exaggeration,  is  almost  unique  in 
its  character,  as  done  here.  We  wish  to  approach  as  rapidly 
as  possible  the  ideal  of  having  all  the  residents  in  Worcester 
use  our  books  for  purposes  of  reference  or  rational  entertain- 
ment as  freely  as  a  gentleman  uses  his  private  library,  and  in 
order  to  do  this  we  need  more  room. 

I  have  long  felt  it  desirable  to  do  something  which,  in  so 
far  as  I  can  learn  from  correspondence,  has  not  yet  been  done 
elsewhere,  namely,  provide  a  large  room,  well  stocked  with 
books  and  with  a  pleasant  attendant,  for  young  persons,  too 
old  to  use  the  children's  room  and  yet  too  young  to  use  the 
general  library  without  sympathetic  aid.    Perhaps  something 
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might  be  done  in  this  direction  before  a  new  building  is 
secured^  if  money  can  be  obtained  for  purchase  of  a  suitable 
collection  of  books  and  for  attendance.  I  have  thought  that 
the  lecture  hall  could  be  utilized  for  this  purpose.  The  room 
under  this  would  then  be  sufficient  for  older  persons  in  the  use 
of  the  reference  department  and  young  persons  would  re- 
ceive better  attention  in  the  room  above.  Room  could  thus  be 
obtained  in  the  lower  room  and  work  could  be  done  there 
behind  the  pillars,  as  formerly,  which  has  recently  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  lecture  hall.  The  books  now  in  that  hall  could 
be  transferred  to  one  of  the  stacks  without  inconvenience  to 
users. 

I  have  also  long  desired  to  have  a  large  collection  of  lan- 
tern slides,  illustrating  all  countries,  purchased  and  a  lecturer 
employed  to  display  them  to  pupils  of  the  public  schools  in 
the  library  building  (or  when  that  is  not  feasible,  at  school 
houses),  the  library,  of  course,  owning  a  stereopticon.  This 
feature  is  also  novel,  I  believe. 

It  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  music  room,  constructed 
with  deadened  walls  and  furnished  with  a  piano  and  a  violin. 
The  room  should  be  provided,  even  if  an  endowment  is  not 
at  once  forthcoming  for  the  purchase  of  the  best  editions  of 
classical  and  modern  masters  and  for  keeping  up  the  collec- 
tion.   I  know  of  no  such  room  elsewhere. 

A  room  for  the  blind  is  needed. 

The  Worcester  District  Medical  Society  is  dissatisfied  with 
its  quarters,  and  if  its  library  is  to  be  retained  for  the  use  of 
doctors  who  iare  not  members  of  the  society,  for  all  kinds  of 
medical  students,  for  nurses  and  the  general  public,  it  may 
soon  be  necessary  to  provide  more  comfortable  quarters  for  the 
society. 

Of  course.  University  Extension,  in  connection  with  the 
library,  is  desirable,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would,  with 
proper  room  and  a  small  outgo,  be  easy  to  establish  it  here 
where  there  are  several  educational  institutions  of  advanced 
learning,  which  give  a  high  order  of  instruction  and  so  have 
accomplished  corps  of  instructors. 
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Size  and  Use  of  the  Library. 

The  library  year  closed  November  30.  At  that  date  there 
were  in  the  library  167,313  volumes,  divided  among  the  differ- 
ent departments  as  follows:  Green  reference  library,  27,190; 
rest  of  reference  library,  62,487;  circulating  department,  68,- 
804;  children's  department,  8,832.  These  figures  show  an 
increase  for  the  year  of  498  in  the  Green  reference  library; 
1,558  in  the  rest  of  the  reference  library;  1,775  in  the  circu- 
lating department ;  81  in  the  children 's  department ;  or  a  gain 
of  3,912  as  compared  with  5,855  in  the  previous  year.  The 
number  of  volumes  is  additional  to  19,610  unbound  pamphlets. 

There  were  bought  during  the  year  389  less  volumes  than 
in  the  preceding  year;  3,776  volumes  were  withdrawn  from 
circulation  because  mutilated,  very  dirty  or  worn  out.  Heavy 
withdrawals  are  likely  to  be  made  in  the  future,  also,  out  of 
due  regard  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  users  of  the  library. 
Outworn  and  dirty  books  do  not  increase  the  available 
resources  of  the  library,  but  cumber  its  shelves  and  produce 
discomfort  and  irritation  in  the  case  of  users  of  the  library 
when  given  out.  The  withdrawals  during  the  past  year  have, 
however,  been  heavier  than  usual,  1,455  more  volumes  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  an  increase  of  2  in  the  reference  libra- 
ry, of  494  in  the  circulating  department,  and  of  959  in  the 
children's  room.  Incident  to  the  introduction  of  a  new  charg- 
ing system  in  the  circulating  department,  a  careful  examina- 
tion was  made  of  all  the  books,  and  heavy  withdrawals  were 
made  of  such  as  were  not  suitable  for  circulation.  An  espe- 
cially large  number  of  volumes  was,  also,  withdrawn  from  the 
children's  room,  so  that  that  department  might  have  only  clean 
books  on  its  shelves,  a  desideratum,  as  the  children  have  this 
year  been  called  upon,  and  have  with  great  cheerfulness 
1  greed  to  sign  a  pledge  to  take  good  care  of  the  books.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  large  number  of  volumes  taken  out  of  the 
library,  the  net  increase,  as  given  above,  would,  of  course, 
have  been  much  greater. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty-two  papers  and  other  periodicals  (in 
the  place  of  649  in  the  previous  year)  are  now  taken  by  the 
library.     The  increase  was  entirely  in  magazines. 
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The  total  recorded  use  of  the  library  during  the  past  year  is 
475,207  volumes,  divided  as  follows:  Reference  department 
(including  arts  department,  but  not  including  use  on  Sundays 
and  holidays),  117,606;  circulating  department,  223,460,  in- 
cluding 1,738  from  the  reference  department  for  home  use; 
children's  room  (including  32,400  sent  to  schoolhouses),  117,- 

748  for  use  outside  the  buildings ;  Sunday  use,  13,731 ;  holiday 
use,  2,662. 

There  was  an  increase  of  78,390  in  the  use  of  the  library  last 
year.  The  gain  in  the  use  of  books  for  reference  is  36,354  vol- 
umes, including  those  used  in  the  arts  department ;  gain  in  the 
circulating  department,  36,985;  in  the  children's  department 
(including  books  sent  to  schoolhouses),  1,001  volumes;  in  the 
Sunday  use  of  books,  2,952  volumes;  in  holiday  use  of  books, 
1,098  volumes.  The  average  week-day  use  of  the  library  was 
1,412  volumes,  an  increase  of  139  volumes  over  the  previous 
year.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  on  Sun- 
days and  holidays  of  3,815  and  1,444  persons,  respectively. 

The  number  of  books  lost  and  not  paid  for  in  the  very  large 
use  which  is  recorded  above  is  only  110;  this  is  a  remarkable 
showing. 

Assistant  Librarian. 

It  seems  to  me  well  that  whenever  occasion  occurs  to  elect 
a  new  assistant  librarian,  a  woman  be  appointed  to  that  posi- 
tion. The  librarian  is  not  so  burdened  with  duties  as  to  be 
unable  to  attend  to  the  direction  of  such  of  the  affairs  of  the 
library  as  require  the  qualities  of  a  man.  One  of  the  impor- 
tant duties  of  the  assistant  librarian  is  to  see  that  the  building 
is  kept  comfortable  for  users  of  the  library;  that  it  is  clean, 
well  heated,  lighted  and  ventilated.  That  officer  should  keep 
in  continual  touch  with  the  heads  of  departments,  receiving 
and  making  suggestions  in  regard  to  administration,  and  so 
digesting  and  formulating  their  apparent  needs  that  a  quick 
decision  in  regard  to  their  desirability  and  practicability  may 
be  made  by  the  librarian. 

An  assistant  librarian  should  be  able,  after  consultation 
with  the  librarian,  to  take  charge  of  a  piece  of  work  that  is  to 
be  performed,  assign  its  performance  to  the  proper  persons, 
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and  see  that  it  is  well  done  without  much  oversight  on  the 
part  of  the  librarian.  But  while  he  does  such  work  as  this, 
and  other  kinds  of  work  that  properly  pertain  to  his  position, 
including  oversight  of  the  library  in  the  librarian's  absence, 
he  ought  in  such  a  library  as  this  to  have  time  to  serve  as  the 
head  of  a  department.  That  department  should  be  preferably 
the  reference  division  of  the  library. 

Reference  Department. 

The  reference  department  has  fully  maintained  the  high 
standard  for  which  it  has  been  noted  throughout  the  country 
during  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  Its  use  during  the  year 
has  largely  increased,  and  its  influence  has  been  greatly 
enhanced.  It  has  been  of  great  service  in  awakening  an 
interest  in  investigation,  in  encouraging  it,  and  in  aiding  hum- 
ble and  advanced  inquirers,  and,  while  this  kind  of  work  has 
been  admirably  done,  other  things  that  may  properly  be  car- 
ried on  in  connection  with  it  have  not  been  neglected.  Numer- 
ous instructive  exhibitions  have  been  held  in  the  art  room, 
and  several  lectures  of  a  high  order  have  been  given  there, 
both  by  oflBcers  of  the  library,  and  in  co-operation  with 
other  educational  institutions  of  the  city.  Study  classes  have 
also  had  room  given  to  them  and  have  been  aided  in  pursuing 
their  inquiries,  and  clubs  have  met  here  not  infrequently.  For 
a  detailed  account  of  the  work  done  in  this  department,  refer- 
ence  may  be  made  to  the  records  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  assistant 
librarian  and  head  of  the  reference  department,  which  are 
printed  later  on  in  this  pamphlet. 

I  would  call  especial  attention  to  the  need  of  additional 
stack  room  for  books  and  bound  newspapers.  When  our  last 
stack  was  built,  a  glass  floor  was  built  for  another  stack  above 
it.  That  should  be  built  this  year,  and,  in  the  same  room  with 
it,  a  case  for  newspapers  should  be  constructed  in  which  ar- 
rangements should  be  made  to  have  them  lie  on  their  sides. 

Circulating  Department. 

There  has  been  a  very  large  increase  in  the  use  of  books 
taken  home  from  the  main  library  and  through  the  delivery 
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stations.  Within  a  short  time  new  accommodationa  for  the 
shelving  of  additions  to  this  department  must  be  provided. 
Small  collections  of  boohs  have  been  placed  in  different  build- 
ings throughout  the  city.  Much  more  extension  work  of  tbU 
hind  could  be  done  if  the  library  had  couunand  of  a  horse, 
wagon  and  driver  for  at  least  three  days  in  a  week,  so  that 
it  might  deliver  books  at  different  points  in  the  city  and  take 
them  away  when  they  had  been  used.  An  item  has  been  put 
into  the  estimates  to  cover  this  expense  of  transportation. 

The  new  charging  system  which  was  introduced  into  this 
department  year  before  last  has  worked  smoothly  during  the 
past  year. 

The  great  present  need  of  the  circulating  library  is  a  larger 
purchase  of  books. 

For  details  in  the  use  of  this  department,  see  the  report  of 
its  head  further  on  in  the  pamphlet. 

■    Delivery  Stations. 

It  is  part  of  the  duty  of  the  circulating  department  to  send 
books  to  the  delivery  stations.  The  following  table  shows  the 
use  of  books  passing  through  the  stations  i 
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A  report  is  given  of  the  use  of  the  station  at  Park  Avenue 
for  the  first  time  this  year.  The  stations,  as  regards  the  num- 
ber of  books  circulated,  stand  in  the  following  order:  Quin- 
sigamond,  Belmont,  Tatnuck,  Greendale,  New  Worcester,  Lake 
View,  Park  Avenue,  Qrafton  Square,  South  Worcester.  Bel- 
mont has  risen  from  4  to  2 ;  Tatnuck  from  6  to  3 ;  Greendale 
has  dropped  from  2  to  4;  New  Worcester  from  3  to  5;  Lake 
View  from  5  to  6;  South  Worcester  from  7  to  9;  Grafton 
Square  remains  8,  and  Park  Avenue  is  7. 

Quinsigamond  has  made  a  gain  of  2,982  volumes  during  the 
past  year  after  gaining  2,520  the  year  before,  and  2,270  two 
years  ago ;  a  gain  in  three  years  of  7,772. 

Books  are  given  out  in  Greendale  now,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, from  the  Eames  Library  as  well  as  from  the  station. 

The  entire  increase  in  the  use  of  the  stations  is  4,748. 

Children's  Department. 

The  children's  department  has  been  admirably  conducted 
during  the  past  year.  Miss  Jessie  Cameron,  head  of  the  de- 
partment during  the  first  part  of  the  year,  left  the  library  May 
1  to  be  married.  Her  successor  is  Miss  Alice  G.  Higgins.  She 
has  been  especially  educated  as  children's  librarian  and  has 
shown  devotion  to  her  work  and  aptitude  for  it.  The  result 
has  been  a  very  satisfactory  administration  of  this  department. 
For  details  of  the  work  of  the  department,  reference  is  made 
to  her  report  further  on  in  this  pamphlet. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  books,  but 
this  has  been  confined  to  the  school  use.  The  home  use  has 
not  been  so  large  as  it  was  a  year  ago  because  in  her  deter- 
mination to  raise  the  standard  of  reading  among  children,  the 
head  of  the  department  has  not  allowed  them  to  take  out  of 
the  library  more  than  one  story  at  a  time.  To  a  very  much 
larger  extent  than  at  preseut  they  would  take  a  second  book 
which  is  instructive,  if  we  were  able  to  buy  a  sufficient  number 
of  volumes  to  meet  the  demand  on  subjects  which  are  of  inter- 
est to  children  and  which  are  written  in  a  way  adapted  to 
their  comprehension. 

21 
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There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  use  of  the  library  by  chil- 
dren and  teachers  for  purposes  of  reference.  Reading  lists  of 
other  than  imaginative  literature,  still  interesting  as  well  as 
instructive,  have  been  printed  and  distributed  among  the  boys 
and  girls. 

Books  have  been  sent  to  thirty-six  public  schools  and  one 
private  school,  to  the  City  Hospital,  to  Sunday  schools  and  to 
clubs.  The  increase  in  depositories  would  be  great  if  we  had 
better  means  of  transporting  books  to  and  from  them.  An 
appropriation  has  been  asked  for,  as  has  been  stated  before,  to 
enable  us  to  have  the  exclusive  use  of  a  vehicle  for  transporta- 
tion for  three  days  every  week. 

Mimeographed  copies  of  the  catalogue  of  the  collection  of 
books  reserved  for  school  use  have  been  sent  to  every  one  of 
the  schools  that  use  our  books.  It  is  of  great  importance  that 
this  collection  should  be  enlarged  and  the  thousand  dollars 
desired  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  it  is  much  less  than  is 
needed. 

A  very  successful  display  of  Christmas  books  was  made  a 
year  ago  in  December,  and  during  the  current  December  sim- 
ilar works  were  shown  to  help  parents  in  selecting  gifts  for 
their  children,  and  a  list  of  these  books  was  printed  and  dis- 
tributed among  persons  interested. 

The  arrangement  of  the  children's  room  has  been  much  im- 
proved during  the  year,  and  it  has  a  more  open  and  inviting 
appearance  than  it  has  had  before.  This  improvement  was 
largely  brought  about  by  the  relocation  of  the  counters.  Brass 
labels  have  been  placed  over  numerous  low  cases  of  shelves, 
showing  the  subjects  of  the  books  placed  on  them,  and  have 
proved  of  advantage  in  drawing  attention  to  instructive  books. 

A  special  room  has  been  provided  for  teachers.  On  shelves 
in  this  room  have  been  placed  copies  of  the  books  on  the 
** grade  lists,''  that  is,  the  lists  of  books  which  have  been  desig- 
nated by  the  school  authorities  to  be  read  by  pupils  in  the 
different  grades  of  schools.  There,  too,  are  placed  books  which 
teachers  need  for  their  own  use  or  in  work  which  they  do  in 
connection  with  the  children,  such  as  collections  of  suitable 
short  stories  and  selections  of  poems  for  the  young.    Lists  of 
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books  illustrative  of  studies  in  current  school  courses  are  hung 
on  the  walls.  There,  also,  are  placed  examples  of  such  pictures 
as  are  lent  to  teachers  for  school  use  and  mimeograph  copies 
of  poems  in  especial  demand  by  teachers. 

Five  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  plates  have 
hejm  sent  to  schools  from  the  collection  in  the  children  *s  room 
during  the  year.  These  plates  have  not  been  counted  in  the 
number  of  books  which  has  been  given  as  the  record  of  books 
given  out. 

Fairy  tales  have  been  told  to  children  under  ten  years  of 
age  during  the  Story  Hour  on  Saturdays.  A  club  has  been 
formed  of  girls  too  old  for  the  class  which  listens  to  stories, 
in  which  information  is  imparted  on  subjects  selected  by  the 
members. 

Other  kinds  of  work  which  are  done  in  the  children's  room 
have  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports.  The  general  aim 
of  the  head  of  the  room  and  her  assistants  is  to  make  the 
room  a  pleasant  resort  for  children,  to  help  them  in  the  selec- 
tion of  books,  to  guide  them  in  their  choice,  in  so  tar  as  they 
are  willing  to  receive  aid,  and,  generally  speaking,  to  gain 
their  confidence  and  help  them  in  any  way  children  may  be 
helped  by  contact  with  educated,  intelligent  and  refined 
women. 

Catalogue  Department. 

This  department  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Bragg  until 
April  1.  Since  that  time  the  assistant  librarian,  Mr.  Shaw, 
has  acted  as  head  of  the  department.  The  cards  are  almost 
exclusively  typewritten.  Library  of  Congress  cards  are  large- 
ly used.  Printed  lists  of  additions  have  been  issued  monthly 
by  the  department,  and,  in  connection  with  these,  lists  of  books 
belonging  to  the  library  on  various  subjects  of  current  or 
general  interest. 

For  a  particular  account  of  the  work  done  in  this  depart- 
ment, including  a  list  of  the  special  bibliographies,  see  the 
report  of  the  head  of  the  catalogue  department  later  on  in 
the  pamphlet. 
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Arts  Depabtment. 

Miss  Jessie  Cameron  was  the  head  of  this  department  until 
her  retirement  May  1.  In  its  exhibitions  and  other  work  it 
always  has  to  rely  largely  on  the  reference  department  for 
material  to  be  placed  on  the  walls  and  for  books  illustrative 
of  the  pictorial  matter  displayed.  Since  May  1  the  depart- 
ment has  been  under  the  care  of  the  reference  librarian  and 
his  leading  assistant,  Miss  Grace  W.  Wood.  Some  of  the  work 
done  in  the  department  has  been  spoken  of  under  the  head- 
ing, ** Reference  Department,"  and  there,  also,  attention  was 
called  to  a  fuller  account  made  by  the  reference  librarian  in 
his  report  printed  further  on  in  the  pamphlet. 

Assistants. 

As  stated  before.  Miss  Clara  W.  Bragg  and  Miss  Jessie  Cam- 
eron withdrew  from  their  positions,  April  1  and  May  1, 
respectively:  the  one  from  her  position  as  head  of  the  cata- 
logue department,  and  the  other  from  those  of  head  of  the 
children's  room  and  of  the  arts  department.  As  also  stated 
before.  Miss  Alice  G.  Higgins  accepted  the  position  of  chil- 
dren's librarian. 

The  changes  in  the  list  of  assistants  enabled  the  library  to 
carry  still  further  the  system  of  economy  begun  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  by  making  the  assistant  librarian  the  head,  also, 
of  the  reference  department.  Since  April  1,  the  assistant 
librarian  has  also  acted  as  head  of  the  catalogue  department. 
No  arts  librarian  has  been  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  that 
occurred  May  1,  but  the  work  of  that  department  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  the  reference  librarian.  By  this  arrangement 
not  only  has  money  been  saved  in  salaries,  but  one  man,  be- 
sides performing  his  duties  as  assistant  librarian,  having  been 
at  the  head  of  three  departments  also,  has  been  enabled  to 
transfer  assistants  temporarily  from  one  department  to 
another,  when  work  was  not  pressing  in  one  place  but  assist- 
ance was  much  needed  elsewhere. 

Miss  M.  Edna  Holt,  who  had  served  for  many  years  in  the 
circulating  department,  withdrew  on  the  first  of  August  to  be 
married. 
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Miss  Hattie  J.  Childs,  who  was  an  assistant  in  the  library 
and  worked  in  the  reference  department,  died  suddenly  No- 
vember 4.  Her  life  work  was  done  in  this  institution  as  she 
came  here  in  1875  and  had  been  in  continuous  service 
BiTice  that  year.  Her  term  of  service  as  an  assistant  was  longer 
than  that  of  any,  but  one,  of  the  other  assistants.  She  was 
always  faithful  and  genial  and  her  death  was  a  great  loss  to 
her  friends. 

Tlie  att^»ndants  and  other  officers  of  the  library  have  gen- 
erally been  very  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and 
1  am  ready  to  repeat  the  statement  in  the  last  report,  that  **it 
is  a  pleasure  and  duty  to  state  that  all  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments have  worked  with  noticeable  earnestness  and  efficiency 
to  keep  up  and  raise  the  standard  of  work  done  here.'*  It  is 
evident,  also,  that  the  constituency  of  the  library  appreciate 
their  efforts. 

Gifts  and  Loans. 

A  list  of  the  principal  gifts  of  the  past  year  will  be  found  in 
an  appendix  at  the  end  of  the  pamphlet.  A  present  which 
should  be  especially  mentioned  is  the  sumptuous  and  very 
beautiful  work  in  three  volumes  on  the  pictures  in  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan's  collection  at  Princes  Gate  and  Dover  House,  Lon- 
don, given  us  by  the  owner. 

We  are  especially  grateful  for  the  assistance  rendered  to 
the  residents  of  Worcester  by  other  libraries,  in  lending  us 
books  for  their  use. 

Librarian's  Account. 

Following  is'  my  account  for  the  amount  of  money  received 
for  fines,  etc.,  properly  vouched  by  the  Finance  Committee : 

City  of  Worcester, 
Free  Public  Library,  Dec.  1,  1908. 

We,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Samuel 
S.  Green,  librarian,  from  December  1,  1907,  the  date  of  the 
last  settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: — 
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Cash  balance  in  librarian's  hands,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1907, 

Received  for  fines. 

Received  for  copies  of  catalogues,  etc., 

Received  for  books  lost,  or  injured  and 
paid  for. 

Received  for  sale  of  waste  paper. 

Deposits  of  strangers  in  taking  out  books. 

Miscellaneous, 

$1,440  39 
Money  refunded  for  books  lost  but  found 

and  returned,  $1  70 

Paid  ]\Ir.  DeWitt  Clinton,  city  treasurer,  1,288  25 

Deposits  returned,  32  00 

Miscellaneous,  4  27 
Balance   in  librarian's  hands,  Dec.   1, 

1908,  114  17 


$109  68 

1,237  20 

32  05 

li 

23  45 

14  43 

s.   23  00 

58 

$1,440  39 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 

Chairman  of  Finance  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  S.  GREEN, 

Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

LIBRARY. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  Library  Committee »  in  the  exercise  of  the  authority 
conferred  upon  it  by  the  rules,  has  examined  the  lists  of  books 
proposed  for  purchase  each  month  by  the  librarian,  and  after 
such  examination  has  approved  the  same.  It  has  examined  the 
books  and  other  property  of  the  library  and  finds  all  in  as 
good  condition  as  can  reasonably  be  expected.  Statistics  at 
the  end  of  the  annual  report  will  show  the  state  of  the  library 
in  detail. 

The  work  of  fitting  up  and  furnishing  a  new  room  for  the 
use  of  the  Directors  was  entrusted  to  this  committee.  That 
work  has  been  accomplished;  the  Directors  now  meet  in  their 
new  quarters,  and  the  old  room  is  used  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  library. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  committee  has  to  report  the 
loss,  during  the  year,  of  two  of  the  library' 's  most  valuable 
officers, — Miss  Clara  Walker  Bragg  resigned  the  position  of 
chief  cataloguer,  at  the  end  of  March,  to  accept  a  responsible 
place  in  the  library  of  Columbia  University,  New  York.  Miss 
Bragg  was  a  lady  of  high  character,  enthusiastically  devoted 
to  her  work,  for  which  she  was  especially  fitted  by  education 
and  previous  training.  Her  retirement  left  a  vacancy  which 
could  not  be  easily  filled,  and  until  the  proper  selection 
could  be  made,  it  was  deemed  best  to  assign  the  duties  of  the 
position  to  the  assistant  librarian,  himself  a  trained  cataloguer, 
who  is  now  acting  in  that  capacity. 

Miss  Jessie  Cameron,  who  had  been  children's  librarian  for 
three  years,  retired  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  having  tendered 
her  resignation,  the  previous  month,  in  view  of  her  approach- 
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ing  marriage.  It  would  be  difficult  to  award  Miss  Cameron 
sufficient  praise  for  her  great  work  in  upbuilding  and  sustain- 
ing this  department.  Endowed  with  rare  gifts  for  interesting 
and  pleasing  the  young,  coupled  with  a  charm  of  manner 
which  brought  all  children  easily  within  her  sway,  Miss  Cam- 
eron achieved  a  measure  of  success,  in  her  chosen  field, 
altogether  unexampled.  Her  worth  was  recognized  by  all,  and 
widespread  regret  was  expressed  at  her  retirement  by  parents, 
children  and  officials,  alike.  Miss  Alice  G.  Higgins,  the  new 
children's  librarian,  has  taken  up  the  work  with  zeal,  and  is 
rendering  efficient  service. 

Early  in  the  year.  Librarian  Samuel  S.  Green  publicly  an- 
nounced that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate  for  re-election  at 
the  close  of  his  present  term,  and  this  committee  was 
instructed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  qualifications  of 
candidates  for  the  vacancy  thus  arising.  The  committee  has 
had  the  matter  under  advisement,  has  covered  the  ground  as 
extensively  as  possible,  under  the  circumstances,  and  will  have 
a  candidate  or  candidates  to  present  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Board  next  month.  The  office  in  question  is  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  municipal  service;  with  the  single 
exception  of  that  of  Mayor,  there  is  none  of  greater  dignity, 
nor  are  there  any  of  more  attractive  surroundings.  It  is,  there- 
fore, of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  position  should  be 
worthily  filled.  The  successor  of  Mr.  Green  should  be  a  large 
man  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Broad-minded  and  liberally 
educated,  he  should  be,  above  all  else,  a  man  of  affairs  and  of 
high  administrative  talent.  The  city  demands  all  these  qual- 
ifications in  its  chief  librarian,  and  it  will  be  satisfied  with 
nothing  less. 

CHARLES  R.  JOHNSON, 
G.  E.  WIRE, 
CHARLES  T.  TATMAN, 
WILLIAM  J.  DENHOLM, 
ZELOTES  WOOD  COOMBS, 

Committee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

READINO-ROOM. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  total  number  of  periodicals  and  newspapers  now  re- 
ceived is  662,  an  increase  of  13  over  the  number  of  last  year. 
The  greater  part  of  this  increase  is  in  the  number  of  mag- 
azines given  to  the  library,  as  the  number  subscribed  for 
remains  about  the  same,  the  new  ones  that  have  been  added 
during  the  year  taking  the  place  of  others  whose  publication 
has  been  discontinued. 

The  holiday  use  shows  more  of  an  increase  than  the  Sunday. 

Each  room  has  nearly  reached  its  limit  in  finding  space  to 
accommodate  so  large  a  number  of  periodicals  and  newspapers. 

Tn  the  magazine  room  more  stiff  covers  have  been  provided 
and  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  magazines  stolen  has  been 
noticed,  probably  on  this  account,  as  it  would  be  a  little  more 
difficult  to  take  cover  and  all.  These  covers  also  keep  the 
magazines  in  much  better  condition.  The  number  of  mutila- 
tions remains  about  the  same. 

It  is  evident  that  the  reading-rooms  give  an  immense  amount 
of  enjoyment  and  instruction  to  a  very  large  number  of  people 
of  Worcester.  Their  use  is  continually  increasing.  While  the 
great  use  of  the  past  year  is  probably  partly  owing  to  the  fact 
that  many  persons  are  out  of  employ,  it  is  also  true  that  benefits 
and  pleasure  received  from  using  the  rooms  are  more  and 
more  realized  and  lead  to  a  constantly  increasing  use  in  nor- 
mal times. 

•    JOHN  F.  O'CONNOR, 
ALEXANDER  BELISLE, 
HENRY  L.  PARKER, 
Committee  on  the  Beading  Boom, 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 

BUILDING. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  Committee  on  the  Building  has  done  the  usual  amount 
of  work  the  past  year.  Proper  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
lighting  plant  which  was  installed  the  previous  year,  and  it 
has  been  found  to  be  working  very  satisfactorily,  for  the  light 
is  a  vast  improvement  over  the  old  gas  light. 

The  janitorial  department  seems  to  be  working  to  good 
advantage.  All  minor  repairs  have  been  made  by  the  head 
of  that  department  and  this  plan  has  been  a  source  of  economy 
for  the  library. 

The  committee  desires  to  recommend  the  employment  of 
one  more  woman  so  that  there  may  be  a  woman  for  each 
department;  as  the  buildings  grow  older,  the  work  increases. 

The  usual  estimates  for  coal,  gas  and  electric  light  for  the 
current  year  have  been  prepared. 

ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN, 
WILLIAM  J.  DENHOLM, 

Committee  on  the  Buildings. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE   ON 

FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library: 

The  Committee  on  Finance  has,  during  the  past  year,  dis- 
charged the  ordinary  functions  of  its  office,  including  the 
examination  and  approval  of  bills  and  care  that  a  proper 
amount  of  insurance  is  carried  on  the  library  property.  Five 
thousand  dollars  additional  insurance  was  laid  on  the  property 
of  the  library  for  a  period  of  five  years,  to  date  from  Septem- 
ber 1,  1908.  It  has  also  been  arranged  to  have  the  insurance  on 
the  elevators  and  boilers  cover  losses  of  $10,000  and  $20,000 
instead  of  $5,000  and  $10,000  as  heretofore.  This  change  was 
made  because  a  law  recently  passed  in  Massachusetts  allows 
heirs  of  a  person  killed  in  an  accident  to  an  elevator  or  boiler 
to  recover  $10,000  instead  of  $5,000,  and  companies  which 
cover  this  kind  of  insurance  are  ready  to  bind  themselves  to 
pay  out  $20,000  for  deaths  incurred  in  any  one  accident. 

The  committee  herewith  submits  statements  relating  to  the 
appropriation  received  from  the  city,  and  the  expenditures 
therefrom,  and  also  relative  to  the  Green  Library,  Reading 
Room,  Librarian  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds,  for  the  year 
ending  November  30,  1908. 

The  city  appropriation  for  the  past  year  was  $40,000;  the 
amount  received  from  dog  licenses,  etc.,  $6,274.20;  from  fines, 
sale  of  catalogues,  etc.,  $1,310.50;  the  amount  received  from 
the  income  of  the  Green  Library  Fund,  through  purchase  of 
books  which  had  before  been  bought  from  the  city  appropria- 
tion, $844.24;  making  with  the  balance  of  $0.66,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  a  total  of  $48,429.60.  The  expenditures 
aggregated  $47,734$*].    The  unexpended  balance  is  $694.69. 
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The  Green  Library  Fund  now  amounts  to  $57,780.16,  an 
increase  of  $633.52  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian's  Fund  is  now  $7,999.59,  an 
increase  of  $308.16. 

The  Henry  W.  Brown  Fund  amounts  to  $135.77. 

The  report  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  treasurer  of  the  Reading- 
room  Fund  is  appended  to  this  report,  and  in  that  report  the 
railroad  stocks  owned  by  the  fund  are,  according  to  custom, 
recorded  at  par  value. 

Tlie  committee  has  examined  the  securities  of  the  Green 
Library,  Librarian,  Reading-room  and  Henry  W.  Brown  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  they  correspond  with 
the  schedule,  and  the  Treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited 
and  found  to  be  correct. 

The  account  of  the  librarian  has  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  committee  has  carefully  considered  the  needs  of  the 
library  for  the  coming  year  and  will  report  to  you  an  estimate 
of  the  necessary  expenditures.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
city  government  will  see  its  way  clear  to  make  an  increase 
in  the  annual  appropriation  in  accordance  with  the  needs 
given  in  detail  in  the  estimates.  There  is  an  imperative  de- 
mand for  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  amount  which 
may  be  spent  for  books. 

FREDERICK  W.  VERMILLE, 
CHARLES  T.  TATMAN, 
EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

Committee  on  Finance, 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samuel  8.  Oreen,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors: 

Each  added  year's  experience  here  convinces  me  of  the  wis- 
dom of  attaching  specific  duties  to  the  position  of  assistant 
librarian.  This  office  in  general  may  be  properly  held  in  con- 
ned ion  with  that  of  reference  librarian,  loan  librarian,  chiet 
catal<>guer  or  chief  of  the  order  department.  In  the  lar^jest 
libraries  enough  strictly  administrative  work  will  probably 
be  found  to  occupy  the  time  of  two  competent  male  librarians. 
The  writer  firmly  believes  that  his  services  have  been  of  much 
greater  value  since  his  appointment  as  reference  librarian. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  branch  libraries  for  Worcester 
have  been  discussed  frequently  at  recent  board  meetings.  Our 
patrons  have  had  to  wait  too  long  for  them  already,  as  nine 
Massachusetts  cities  are  enjoying  branch  library  facilities, 
while  Worcester  is  unable  to  do  more  than  support  delivery 
stations.  As  these  are  mostly  situated  in  stores,  where  our 
interests  are  entirely  secondary,  little  effective  advance  in  the 
cause  of  good  reading  can  be  made  through  such  agencies.  In 
March  it  was  my  privilege  to  inspect  the  branch  systems  of 
Boston,  Providence  and  Springfield,  and  to  make  a  report  to 
the  librarian  and  Finance  Committee  on  their  work,  with  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  expense  of  establishing  in  Worcester 
this  most  necessary  department  of  modem  library  work. 

With  the  question  of  branch  libraries,  that  of  the  facilities 
of  our  main  plant  is  closely  associated.  Another  report  pre- 
pared by  me  in  collaboration  with  the  librarian  was  presented 
to  the  same  committee,  to  point  out  defects  in  our  present 
system,  particularly  the  crowded  condition  of  our  stack-rooms, 
and  the  imperative  need  of  proper  newspaper  shelving. 

Some  forms  of  extension  work  deserve  particular  mention. 
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Ten  classes,  of  from  20  to  60  each,  have  come  from  the  English 
high  school  for  my  talks  on  the  use  of  the  library,  particularly 
reference  books.  One  additional  talk,  at  the  principal's  re- 
quest, was  given  at  the  school.  An  important  feature  of  this 
work  is  to  make  the  pupils  feel  at  home  in  the  library,  and 
regard  the  institution  as  something  belonging  to  themselves. 

Particular  efforts  have  been  made  to  reach  our  citizens 
speaking  foreign  languages,  as  books  in  Hebrew,  Yiddish,  Lith- 
uanian and  modern  Greek  have  been  added.  Books  in  Yiddish 
have  been  very  freely  circulated,  and  are  so  cheap  that  a  col- 
lection of  25  could  easily  be  bought  wherever  they  are  in 
demand. 

We  have  even  had  calls  for  literature  in  Turkish,  but  this 
we  have  thus  far  been  unable  to  supply.  The  Norwegian  read- 
ing-room, the  Railroad  Y.  M.  C.  A.  room  and  the  Central  Tele- 
phone Exchange  have  all  received  books  from  the  circulating 
library. 

In  the  compilation  of  statistics  for  the  annual  report,  in  a 
great  variety  of  correspondence,  and  in  countless  small  mat- 
ters of  administration,  it  has  been  my  aim  to  live  up  to  my 
office  of  first  assistant  to  the  librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW, 

Assistant  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  REFERENCE 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samuel  S.  Green,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  good  results  obtained  during  the  summer  of  1907  by 
transferring  assistants  from  the  west  reference  room  to  the 
floor  above,  thus  giving  the  public  more  room  and  better  light, 
have  been  increasingly  appreciated,  and  often  commented  on 
with  favor.  The  large  tables  by  the  windows  are  in  constant 
use  during  the  busy  hours;  we  aim  to  have  them  devoted 
especially  to  advanced  students  desiring  to  have  many  books 
reserved,  and  take  pains  to  keep  this  part  of  the  room  as  free 
from  the  noise  and  bustle  of  an  administrative  department  as 
the  other. 

The  statistical  tables  show  that  the  total  number  of  books 
delivered  for  reference  use,  including  the  use  by  classes  and 
study  clubs,  but  excluding  those  taken  from  the  open  shelves 
and  the  exhibition  count,  was  88,186,  as  compared  with  78,749 
of  the  year  before.  From  the  open  shelves  the  total,  as 
recorded,  was  9,493,  though  this  latter  count  can  never  be 
absolutely  accurate.  The  phase  of  our  work  w^hich  has  devel- 
oped most  rapidly,  during  the  past  year,  has  been,  perhaps, 
the  loan  for  home  use  of  reference  books  not  in  the  Green 
library.  Books  not  in  constant  demand,  such  as  non-current 
volumes  of  certain  magazines,  directories  and  year-books,  have 
thus  been  lent  to  trustworthy  persons  for  short  periods, 
usually  of  a  few  days  each,  to  the  number  of  1,738.  It  seems 
a  fair  and  moderate  statement  that  the  working  efficiency  of 
the  department  has  been  in  no  way  impaired  by  this  practice, 
while  the  benefits  to  our  patrons  have  been  immense.  It  would 
be  easy  to  secure  testimonials  from  men  and  women  all  over 
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the  city  as  to  the  added  value  of  the  library  to  them   from 
this  accommodation. 

Our  work  has  advanced  steadily  and  normally.  The  uniform 
good  health  enjoyed  by  senior  assistants  in  charge  of  the  ref- 
erence table  has  enabled  us  to  give  the  public  the  best  service 
in  our  power.  A  reasonable  quickness  in  supplying  books  for 
reference  is  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  successful 
work.  Five  minutes  is  the  longest  time  that  a  patron  should 
be  made  to  wait,  under  normal  conditions,  before  receiving  his 
first  book,  and,  in  this  department,  except  at  the  busiest  times, 
about  one-half  of  that  time  is  the  rule.  It  is  unfair  for  a 
patron  to  expect,  on  the  other  hand,  that  an  order  for  ten 
books,  in  different  parts  of  the  library,  should  be  filled  in  the 
time  mentioned. 

Bound  American  and  English  magazines,  owing  to  the  steady 
interest  in  debates  and  to  collateral  reading  among  school 
pupils,  are  still  our  most  used  reference  books,  with  the  files 
of  our  Worcester  Telegram  pressing  them  hard  for  favor; 
genealogical  interest  thrives  and  has  been  facilitated  by  the 
new  indexes  of  the  New  England  Register,  by  the  supplement 
to  the  Munsell  index  and  by  Mr.  Flagg's  admirable  Guide  to 
Massachusetts  Local  History. 

The  most  used  single  book  (not  an  index)  is  probably  Prank 
Pergande's  **  Manual  of  Examinations  for  Government  Posi- 
tions'* (Milwaukee,  1905,  $5).  As  this  is  not  a  local  book, 
and  has  so  constant  a  demand  here,  others  may  be  interested 
to  know  of  it. 

Students  of  design  make  frequent  use  of  the  German  period- 
ical, **Dekorative  Vorbilder*'  (Stuttgart,  T.  Hoffmann,  15  m. 
or  $3  per  year),  containing  loose  plates  in  color  on  a  great 
variety  of  subjects,  from  the  plant  and  animal  world,  heraldic 
emblems,  wall  papers,  draperies,  borders,  etc.  To  the  large 
collection  of  books  on  this  subj(?ct  already  owned  by  the  libra- 
ry, this  series,  augmented  monthly,  forms  a  welcome  addition. 

To  offer  a  practical  illustration  of  our  reference  work  f  A 
single  rainy  October  afternoon  brought  us  in  these  requests, 
among  many  others :  Ghost  stories,  single  or  collected ;  Hallow- 
e'en  games;  humorous  poems  in  the  French  Canadian  dialect; 


33]  FREE   PUBLIC   LIBRABY.  341 

disentangling  the  issue  of  the  seven  volumes  in  Trevelyan's 
** American  Revolution";  the  score  of  a  certain  sonata  by 
Grieg,  and  material  on  wood-carving,  design,  John  Eliot  and 
Mary  E.  Wilkins. 

Our  most  successful  exhibition  of  the  year  was  that  on 
Worcester,  England.  On  November  6  two  suits  of  armor, 
worn  at  the  battle  of  Worcester,  1651,  were  presented  to  the 
city  by  the  corporation  of  Worcester,  England,  and  on  the 
same  day  they  were  brought  to  the  library  from  the  City  Hall 
to  be  exhibited  here.  Besides  these  we  displayed  our  large 
collection  of  books,  pamphlets  and  views  relating  to  the 
English  city,  adding  a  few  photographs  kindly  loaned,  and 
some  of  our  large  views  of  the  English  cathedrals.  Prom  the 
7th  to  the  22d  instant,  1,536  persons,  including  many  school 
children,  attended.  On  the  9th  the  librarian  gave  a  popular 
talk  on  the  city  and  its  industries,  before  an  attentive  audience 
of  91  persons. 

Two  exhibitions  were  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  arts 
department,  the  first  from  January  18-26  on  furniture,  with 
an  attendance  of  157.  Interest  in  this  display  was  stimulated 
by  the  issue,  in  the  monthly  Bulletin  for  January,  of  a  classi- 
fied reading  list  of  nine  pages.  The  second,  from  February 
8-16,  was  a  unique  collection  of  curtains,  quilts,  pillow-covers 
and  other  fine  textile  fabrics  from  the  Hearthside  loom  at 
SaylesviUe,  R.  I.  These  beautiful  products  of  an  essentially 
home  industry  attracted  an  attendance  of  458. 

Several  evening  lectures  under  different  auspices,  at  all  of 
which  library  material  has  been  used,  were  given  in  the  art 
room  as  follows:  February  5,  ''Finland,'*  by  Dr.  Capen  of 
Clark  University;  February  26.  ''Bird  Protection,*'  by  Mr.  E. 
H.  Forbush  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Agriculture ;  March 
17,  "PYench  Literature  and  Shakespeare,"  before  the 
"Alliance  Frangaise*';  March  24,  "The  Petrified  Forests  of 
Arizona,'*  by  Mr.  Charles  I.  Rice;  and  March  31,  "The  Scenery 
of  the  White  Mountains,"  by  Mr.  John  Ritchie,  of  Boston. 

The  study  classes  which  have  met  here  for  work  are  the 
Thursday  Morning  Club,  on  the  Art  of  Germany;  the  Leicester 
Topics  Club ;  a  class  to  study  rugs,  and  another  of  fourteen  inter- 

22 
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ested  in  art  and  decoration  for  the  public  schools.  The  Greek 
class  we  have  been  glad  to  welcome  for  its  monthly  sessions 
and  should  be  happy  to  have  others,  occupied  with  serious 
study,  and  desiring  to  use  our  books  or  pictures  in  their  work, 
arrange  to  meet  in  our  Art  rooms. 

On  both  Sundays  and  holidays  the  total  number  of  books 
used  has  increased  over  50  per  cent. :  on  the  former  from 
3,658  to  5,680,  or  55  per  cent. ;  on  the  latter  from  696  to  1,107, 
or  59  per  cent.  The  number  of  persons  has  risen  from  16,824 
to  19,801  (17  per  cent.),  on  Sundays,  and  from  2,431  to  3,412 
(40  per  cent.),  on  holidays.  A  part  of  this  phenomenal  growth 
must  be  assigned  to  the  fact  that  Washington's  birthday  came 
on  Saturday,  with  a  total  attendance  of  1,417,  against  550  in 
1907. 

No  money  was  appropriated  for  necessary  expansion  in  the 
6th  stack,  nor  for  newspaper  shelving.  What  was  stated  in 
last  year's  report  holds  with  greater  force  today.  We  shall 
very  soon  be  seriously  crippled  from  lack  of  proper  shelving, 
and  our  newspapers  are  showing  unnecessary  wear  and  warp- 
ing from  their  upright  position  on  the  shelves.  The  magazine 
room  is  another  place  which  imperatively  demands  enlarge- 
ment.  The  new  case  for  holding  discharged  books,  and  the 
plate  glass  top  for  the  charging  table  are  welcome  improve- 
ments. 

The  sudden  death  of  Miss  Childs,  after  more  than  thirty 
years'  faithful  service,  is  a  loss  felt  keenly  by  all  the  staff. 
None  had  a  loftier  ideal  of  service,  and  none  pursued  it  with 
greater  steadfastness  or  zeal.  Her  whole  life  was  a  long  chap- 
ter of  devotion  to  this  library. 

It  would  be  gratifying  ^0  find  new  terms  of  commendation 
for  faithful  and  efficient  work  of  assistants.  If  the  old  phrases 
must  be  used,  the  thoughts  with  which  these  now  are  framed 
are  assuredly  newly  fresh  and  grateful.  May  the  Finance 
Committee  add  their  substantial  reward  when  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW, 

Reference  Librarian, 


REPORT  OF  THE  CIRCULATING 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samuel  8.  Green,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  circulating  department  has  been  the  scene  of  great 
activity  during  the  year  now  closing.  The  circulation  of  books 
from  this  department  was  221,722,  a  gain  of  35,247,  or  18  per 
cent,  over  that  of  last  year.  This  has  been  owing  largely,  no 
doubt,  to  the  great  depression  in  business  affairs,  but  we  hope, 
also,  that  a  little  is  due  to  our  better  methods  in  serving  the 
public  since  the  introduction  of  the  new  charging  system. 
Books  can  be  charged  more  quickly  and  accurately  now.  There 
are,  however,  delays  that  cannot  be  avoided  while  our  book 
stacks  are  on  three  floors. 

The  storage  of  books  is  getting  to  be  a  serious  problem  in 
this  department.  Probably  there  are  spaces  left  on  the  shelves 
to  accommodate  the  books  for  two  years  more,  but  after  that 
time  some  new  plans  will  have  to  be  made. 

The  number  of  books  circulated  through  the  nine  delivery 
stations  has  increased  from  14,899,  reported  last  year,  to  19,- 
647.  These  records  are  included  in  the  general  circulation. 
A  table  is  given  in  the  librarian's  report  which  shows  the 
exact  amount  of  work  done  in  this  way. 

Some  additional  extension  work  has  been  attempted  which 
has  proved  a  success  thus  far.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  educational  secretary  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, a  collection  of  books  has  been  placed  in  the  Union 
Station  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad  employees.  Another  set 
of  books  has  been  sent  to  the  Telephone  Exchange. 

An  allowance  for  transportation  would  enable  us  to  do  more 
work  of  this  kind,  as  there  are  many  places  where  a  small 
library  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 
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One  junior  assistant,  Miss  Holt,  has  resigned  from  the  staff 
to  take  another  name  and  residence.  Her  place  is  being  filled 
by  Miss  Warren,  who  is  a  candidate  for  election  at  the  annual 
meeting.  Each  member  of  the  staff  has  worked  faithfully  and 
deserves  much  praise. 

Thanks  are  due  to  those  who  have  kindly  remembered  us 
with  gifts  during  the  year.  General  and  Mrs.  A.  B.  R.  Sprague 
gave  us  a  fine  specimen  of  the  horned  owl,  which  has  found 
an  appropriate  resting  place  in  the  waiting-room.  Mrs.  Albert 
G.  Liscomb  gave  us  a  valuable  collection  of  sheet  music,  mostly 
designed  for  piano  and  violin.  These  selections  have  been  put 
in  covers  and  are  circulated  freely.  Interest  in  the  music 
scores  is  increasing  and  visitors  come  daily  to  the  shelves  to 
examine  and  take  out  for  home  use,  books  from  this  choice 
collection. 

A  large  allowance  for  new  books  and  duplicates  is  especially 
needed,  as,  on  account  of  the  large  circulation,  the  wear  and 
tear  has  been  great. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  E.  TYLER, 

Circulating  Librarian, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHILDREN'S 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Samuel  8.  Oreen,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors: 

The  statistics  of  the  children 's  department  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  1,  1908,  show  an  increase  of  1,001  in  the  circula- 
tion of  the  department,  the  circulation  for  1906-7  being  116.- 
747  and  for  1907-8,  117,748.  The  gain  has  been  made  wholly 
by  the  circulation  through  the  schools.  In  that  branch  of  the 
work,  there  has  been  a  gain  for  the  year  of  4J34,  while  the 
home  circulation  shows  a  decrease  of  3,733.  This  decrease  is 
due  entirely  to  the  lack  of  books  in  the  classes  for  which  the 
demand  is  the  greatest,  especially  in  the  classes  of  history, 
travel,  handicraft  and  standard  fiction.  In  order  to  build  up 
a  satisfactory  working  collection  of  juvenile  books  which  will 
be  the  basis  of  a  wide  eircMilation  of  the  ri«:lit  kind  of  reading 
matter  among  the  children  of  the  city,  exteusrve  duplication 
of  a  comparatively  small  number  of  titles  is  necessary.  With 
such  an  equipment  in  hand,  a  marked  increase  in  figures 
would  be  possible.  There  has  been  an  increase  of  407  in  the 
number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use  during  the 
year.  This  includes  the  use  of  books  in  the  Cliristraas  exhibit. 
There  is  also  a  substantial  increase  in  the  Sunday  and  holiday 
use  of  the  children's  room:  the  former  showing  a  gain  of  838 
in  attendance  and  the  latter  466. 

On  May  1,  1908,  the  department  lost  the  services  of  Miss 
Cameron,  who  has  been  the  children's  librarian  since  Septem- 
ber, 1904.  Last  December  a  very  successful  exhibit  of  books 
suitable  for  Christmas  gifts  for  children  was  held.  The  at- 
tendance was  larger  than  the  year  before,  and  the  appreciation 
of  it  was  more  widespread.  In  March,  four  flags  which  were 
captured  by  Capt.  Thomas  O'Neil  before  the  battle  of  New- 
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bern,  and  were  presented  to  the  library  in  his  memory  in 
April,  1862,  were  transferred  to  the  case  of  flags  at  City  Hall. 

There  have  been  a  few  changes  made  recently  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  books  and  the  desks,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
general  work  of  the  room.  .A  small  alcove  has  been  made  at 
one  end  of  the  stack-room  for  the  use  of  teachers,  who  have 
shown  their  appreciation  of  the  room  by  frequent  use.  It  has 
been  fitted  up  with  a  table,  chairs,  table  lamp  and  a  large 
bulletin  board  for  posting  notices  of  interest. 

The  collection  of  pictures,  which  was  begun  by  mounting 
illustrations  from  old  magazines  and  Perry  pictures  and  which 
has  been  augmented  at  different  times  by  mounted  reproduc- 
tions of  well-known  paintings,  shows  a  circulation  of  5,187 
plates  for  the  year  and  has  been  used  during  that  time  by  49 
teachers. 

In  October  a  ** story  hour*'  was  begun  for  children  Under 
ten  years  of  age.  It  is  held  every  Saturday  morning.  Fairy 
stories,  legends  and  nonsense  tales  have  been  told  by  one  of 
the  assistants  or  by  volunteer  helpers  who  are  interested  in 
work  with  children.  A  girls*  club  was  formed  in  November 
among  the  girls  who  were  too  old  for  the  Saturday  story 
hour.  Their  choice  of  a  subject  for  the  meetings  was,  **  Chil- 
dren and  Customs  of  Other  Lands  and  Times.'*  Each  week  a 
country  is  discussed  by  means  of  stories,  in  connection  with 
which  pictures  and  books  relating  to  those  phases  of  the 
country's  customs  and  life  which  are  most  interesting  to  chil- 
dren are  used.  The  girls  who  are  attending  the  meetings  show 
very  enthusiastic  interest. 

The  gain  in  the  circulation  of  the  ** school  duplicates"  col- 
lection has  already  been  mentioned.  One  private  school,  one 
club,  three  Sunday  schools,  the  City  Hospital,  as  well  as  thirty- 
six  public  schools,  receive  books  from  this  collection.  There  are 
in  it  less  than  2,000  volumes.  During  the  summer  a  mimeo- 
graphed list  of  the  titles  in  the  collection  was  prepared,  and 
a  copy  sent  to  each  of  the  schools  receiving  books.  With 
requests  for  twenty  books  each,  coming  from  over  125  teachers, 
it  is  evident  that  the  collection  cannot  nearly  meet  the  demand 
upon  it.    If  this  demand  is  not  supplied,  the  reason  for  the 
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existence  of  the  collection  is  much  weakened.  In  order  to 
meet  the  requests  now  being  urged  upon  us,  we  need  the 
greater  part  of  a  thousand  dollars  for  inunediate  use,  and  the 
remainder  for  the  purchase  of  further  duplicates  next  fall. 
The  situation  has  been  only  temporarily  relieved  during  the 
past  year  by  using  books  from  the  general  collection.  The 
result  of  this  policy  is  evident  in  the  statistics  for  the  year. 
The  circulation  is  merely  transferred  from  the  library  to  the 
schools,  and  in  consequence  there  is  a  loss  to  the  department 
in  the  home  circulation   instead  of  a  gain. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  heighten  the  value  of  library 
membership  in  the  minds  of  the  children  by  creating  a  sense 
of  responsibility  among  them  about  the  care  of  library  books. 
In  September  the  use  of  a  ** pledge  book"  was  begun  in  con- 
nection with  the  registration  of  new  and  former  members.  Each 
holder  of  a  juvenile  card  reads  and  signs  a  promise  to  take 
good  care  of  the  library  books  which  he  uses.  To  be  consistent 
with  the  spirit  of  this  pledge,  much  time  and  effort  has  been 
expended  to  keep  only  presentable  books  on  the  shelves.  It 
has  been  a  hard  task  to  do  this  because  of  the  large  proportion 
of  rebound  and  badly  soiled  books  in  the  department.  Results 
of  this  effort  cannot  be  reckoned  in  figures.  The  improved 
appearance  of  the  books  on  the  shelves,  the  gratitude  of  a  few 
mothers  for  cleaner  books  for  their  children,  and  a  change  from 
dirty  to  clean  hands  in  the  case  of  some  of  our  users  may, 
however,  be  properly  considered  results  of  our  endeavor. 

The  quality  of  the  reading  done  by  the  children  has  been  a 
matter  receiving  considerable  attention.  At  the  opening  of  the 
school  year  this  fall,  a  rule  was  made  that  only  one  book  of 
fiction  should  circulate  on  a  card.  Previous  to  September,  the 
percentage  of  fiction  read  was  68  per  cent,  of  the  total  amount 
of  reading  done.  During  the  last  three  months  this  percentage 
has  dropped  to  54  per  cent.,  and  history,  travel  and  literature 
have  shown  a  marked  increase.  Two  reading  lists,  one  for 
boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  of  books  of  non-fiction  which  are 
deserving  of  wider  circulation,  have  been  printed  and  dis- 
tributed from  the  desk  during  the  past  few  months. 

Once  more  may  I  call  attention  to  our  aim  and  the  means 
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necessary  to  accomplish  it?  The  quality  of  reading  done  by 
the  children  and  of  the  attention  shown  to  their  needs,  takes 
precedence  of  mere  quantity  of  work  and  stimulation  of  cir- 
culation for  the  sake  of  figures.  Regard  for  quality  of  work, 
however,  does  not  necessitate  a  decrease  in  quantity  of  work 
if  there  is  at  hand  a  good  working  collection  of  books.  A 
thousand-dollar  appropriation  for  purchases  for  the  **  school 
duplicates'*  collection  and  ample  provision  for  duplication  of 
the  best  juvenile  titles  will  give  us  the  necessary  equipment. 
With  it,  the  amount  of  work  done  in  co-operation  with  the 
purpose  as  well  as  with  the  actual  work  of  schools  and  other 
educational  agencies  must  steadily  increase. 

I  wish  to  express  in  this  report  my  appreciation  of  the  sup- 
port which  the  assistants  in  the  children's  department  have 
given  me  in  trying  to  bring  about  an  increasingly  higher 
efficiency  in  the  work  done  by  the  department.  Such  work 
as  theirs  is  surely  deserving  of  an  increase  in  salary,  and  I 
bespeak  your  earnest  consideration  of  this  return  for  their 

services. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  G.  HIGOINS, 
Children's  Librarian, 


REPORT  OF  THE  CATALOGUE 

DEPARTMENT. 


To  Mr,  Samuel  S.  Green,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors: 

On  March  30,  Miss  Bragg,  who  had  held  the  position  of  chief 
cataloguer  for  a  little  over  two  years,  resigned  to  accept  a 
position  in  the  library  of  Columbia  University.  Since  that 
time  the  assistant  librarian  has  reassumed  general  oversight  of 
the  department,  leaving  Miss  Sawyer  in  charge  of  the  daily 
work. 

The  introduction  by  Miss  Bragg  of  the  typewriter  has  been 
successful  from  many  standpoints.  .Perfect  uniformity,  greater 
speed  and  legibility,  ease  in  correction  and  a  closer  approxima- 
tion to  the  printed  cards  from  the  Library  of  Congress  are 
some  of  the  principal  advantages  secured.  The  typewriter  is 
also  available  for  occasional  extra  work  in  this  or  the  reference 
department. 

The  printed  cards  from  the  Library  of  Congress  continue  to 
be  of  the  highest  service.  Not  only  are  they  great  time-savers, 
but  the  entire  confidence  which  may  be  placed  in  their  accu- 
racy and  thoroughness,  owing  to  the  high  efTiciency  of  the 
cataloguing  work  done  at  our  national  library,  gives  a  feeling 
of  complete  satisfaction  as  they  are  filed  away  in  the 
catalogue.  The  trimming  of  the  cards  is  no  great  hindrance; 
it  is,  however,  the  writer's  opinion  that  if  the  majority  of 
libraries  were  now  using,  as  we  are,  the  index-sized  cards, 
they  would  give  general  satisfaction. 

The  monthly  bulletin  has  been  issued  as  usual,  with  the 
addition  of  the  following  reading  lists:  furniture  (January), 
railroad  rates  and  tapestry  (February),  Irish  history  (March), 
trees  (May),  Massachusetts  summer  resorts  and  places  of  his- 
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toric  interest  (June-July),  supplementary  list  for  grammar 
schools,  grades  five  and  six  (August-October),  Worcester, 
England,  (November). 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  the  cataloguers  have  worked 
with  faithful  efiSciency,  and  in  entire  harmony  with  all  other 
departments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  K.  SHAW, 
In  charge  of  Catalogue  Dept. 
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APPENDIX    I. 


RECEIPTS   AND    EXPENDITURES. 

BECEIPTS. 
Municipal  appropriation,  $40,000  00 

Income  from  invested  funds: 

Green  Library  fund. 

Beading-room  fund, 

Librarian  fund, 

Henry  W.  Brown  fund, 

Beceipts  from  dog  licenses, 

Beceipts  from  fines, 

Beceipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

Payments  for  missing  and  damaged  books. 

Sale  of  old  paper,  * 

Bent  Y.  M.  C.  A.  (2  years). 

Salary  unclaimed. 

Sundry  receipts. 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: 

Municipal  appropriation, 
Green  Library  fund. 
Beading-room  fund, 
Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 


$2,422  54 

453  18 

308  16 

5  21 

3,189  09 
6,274  20 

1,237  20 

32  05 

21  75 

14  43 

20  00 

2  25 

58 

$50,791  55 

$0  66 

901  86 

408  95 

109  68 

1,421  15 

$52,212  70 


EXPENDIT  U  KES. 

Book  Account. 
Books: 

Green  Library  fund,  $2,098  15 

City  appropriation,  6,912  60 


Periodicals: 

Green  Library  fund. 

$19  20 

City  appropriation. 

1,150  74 

Beading-room  fund  (income  increased  by 

$400  from  city  appropriation). 

948  90 

$9,010  75 


$2,118  84 
Binding,  2,872  56 


I 
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BuiLDiNa  Account. 
Bepairs  and  additions^ 
Furniture, 
Insurance, 
Fuel, 
Lights, 

Salaey  Account. 

Administration   (including  wages  of  janitors), 
Cataloguing, 

Supply  Account. 
Printing  lists  of  additions, 
Blanks  and  stationery  and  printing  report. 
Postage, 
Shindries: 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.,  $488  45 

•Freight    (foreign   and  domestic),   expressage, 

minor  running  expenses,   et<»,  1,068  76 

Amount  added  of  income  and  other  receipts 
of   the  Green   Library  fund  to   the  prin- 
cipal of  the  fund,  603  52 
Income  of  Librarian  fund,  added  to  principal,        308  16 
Income    of    Henry    W.    Brown    fund,    tempo- 
rarily added  to  principal,  5  21 

2,474  10 


380  67 

845  33 

669  86 

1,276  49 

1,666  30 

26,252  80 

1,359  65 

377  05 

865  01 

317  67 

Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1908: 
Orcen  Library  fund, 
Reading-room  fund. 

Money   received    from   fines,   sale   of    cata- 
logues, etc., 
Balance  from  municipal  appropriation, 


1 

$50,487  08 

$603  53 

313 

23 

114 

17 

694 

69 

1,725 

62 

$52,212  70 


ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 

Green  reference  library,  218 

Best  of  reference  department,  552 

Circulating  department,  2,780 

Children's  department,  3,085 


6,635 


•  $116  for  transportation  of  books  to  and  from  delivery  stations  hitherto  counted  under 
the  8ub-lieadinfir  "  Administration "  in  the  "  Salary  Account,"  is  hure  placed  under 
**  Freight."  etc..  in  the  "Supply  Account." 
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Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 
Green  reference  library, 
Rest  of  reference  department, 
Circulating  department, 


0 
576 
106 


Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 
Reference  department, 
Circulating  department, 
Children's  department, 


747 

103 

13 


682 


Number   of   missing   volumes    restored   since   last 
report: 

Circulating  department, 
Children's  department. 


3 
5 


863 


8 


Number  of  volumes  worn  out  or  mutilated 
and  withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Reference  department,  2 

Circulating  department,  1,081 

Children's  department,  2,693 


8,188 


Number     of     volumes     missing     since     last 
report  and  not  accounted  for: 
Reference  department, 
Circulating  department, 
Children's  department. 


Number   of   volumes  regularly  charged,   but 
lost  and  paid  for: 

Circulating  department, 
Children's  department, 

Number  of  volumes  regularly  charged,  but 
lost  and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department. 
Children's  department. 


8 

94 

243 


19 
26 


50 
60 


3,776 


345 


45 


110 


4,276 


Net  increase  for   the  year. 


3,912 
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Number  of  Yolumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 
Green  reference  library, 
Best  of  reference  department. 
Circulating  department, 
Children's  department, 


26,692 

60,929 

67,029 

8,751 


Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  library. 

Number  of  volumes  transferred: 

From  reference  department  to  circulating  department,  28 
From  reference  department  to  Green  library,  280 

From  circulating  department  to  reference  department,     1 

Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  library  by  departments: 

Green  reference  library,  27,190 

Best  of  reference  department,  62,487 

Circulating  department,  68,804 

Children's  department,  8,832 


Increase  of  pamphlets  by  purchase: 
Reference  department, 
Circulating  department, 

Increase  of  pamphlets  by  gifts: 
Beference  department, 
Circulating  department, 


Number  of  pamphlets  in  library  as  last  reported, 
Total  number  of  pamphlets  now  in  library. 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

BeadiDg-room  fund  and  city  funds, 
Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room, 


Number   of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Beading-room  fund  and  city  funds, 
Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room. 


104 
37 


462 
59 


168,401 


167,318 


167^13 

84 
6 

1,237 
146 

reported, 

1,423 
18,187 

19,610 


141 


621 


668 
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CIECULATION. 

Number  of  days  the  reference  department  was  open,  366 

Number  of  days  the  newspaper  reading-room  was  open,  366 

Number  of  days  the  circulating  department  was  open,  306 

Number  of  days  the  children's  department  was  open  for  circulation,      306 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  home  use,  308,808 

(Circulating  department,  221,722;  children's  department,  85,348; 
reference  department,  1,738.) 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  reference  use,  •117,606 

(Beference  department,*  114,945;  children's  department,  2,661.) 
Number  of  volumes  delivered  from  children's  department  to  the 

schools,  32,400 

Total  number  of  volumes  circulated  from  the  children's  depart- 
ment, 117,748 
Total  home  and  school  circulation,                                                           341,208 
Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  1,412 

(Reference    department,    294;    circulating    department,    724; 
children's  department,  385;  children's  reference,  9.) 
Iiargest  daily  use  (home  and  reference) : 

Beference  department,   March   21,  547. 

Circulating   department,    November    28,    1,470. 

Children's  department,  April  21,  1,641. 

Children's  reference,  December  9,  270. 
Smallest  daily  use   (home  and  reference) : 

Beference  department,  August  8,   110. 

Circulating  department,  May  21,  256. 

Children's  department,  September  10,  116. 

Children's  reference,  September  2,  1. 
Number  of  notices  sent  to  delinquents,  18,165 

(Circulating  department,  15,178;  children's  department,  2,987.) 
Number  of  volumes  bound  or  rebound,  6,971 

(Beference  department,  1,826;  circulating  department,  2,921; 
children's  department,  2,224.) 
Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  4,309 

(Circulating  department,  2,577;   children's  department,  1,732.) 
Number  of  accounts  renewed,  4,843 

(Circulating  department,  2,896;  children's  department,  1,947.) 
Total  number  of  active  borrowers'  cards,  23,261 

(Circulating  department,  14,846;  children's  department,  f 8,415.) 


*  Includes  25.660  books  and  portfolios  used  at  exhibitions  and  lectures  in  the  arts 
department,  and  by  study  clubs.  The  recorded  use  of  art  portfolios  hat  been  kept,  in 
this  library,  by  whole  portfolios,  not  by  separate  plates. 

+  This  total,  obtained  by  actual  count  of  signing  slips,  includes  only  those  accounts 
opened  or  renewed  since  1906. 
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SUNDAY   USB. 

(Main  Libbabt.) 

The  referenco  room  is  open  from  2  to  9  p.m. 
The  newspaper  room  is  open  from  1  to  9  p.m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  room,  7,120 

Number  of  persons  using  the  newspaper  room,  12|675 

Total  number  of  persons,  19,801 

Average   number    of    persons,  373 

Largest  attendance,  February  16,  625 

Smallest   attendance,   August   16,  136 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  5,680 

Average   number   of  volumes  used,  107 

HOLIDAY  USE. 

(Main  Library.) 

The  reference  room  is  open  from  9  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 
The  newspaper  room  is  open   from  8  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  room,  1,427 

Number   of  persons  using  the  newspaper  room,  1,985 

Total  number,  8,412 

Average  number   of   persons,  487 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  1,417 

Smallest   attendance,   July   4,  165 

Number   of  volumes  used  for  reference,  1,107 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  158 

SUNDAY   USE. 

(Children's  Department.) 

The  department  is  open  for  reading  from  2  to  6  p.m. 

Total   number  of  persons  using  the  room,  5,870 

Average  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  113 

Largest  attendance,  March  8,  277 

Smallest   attendance,   July   12,  27 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,  8,051 

Average   number  of  volumes  used,  154 

HOLIDAY  USE. 

(Children's  Department.) 

The  department  is  open  for  reading  from  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  '  1,146 

Average  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  163 
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Largest  attendance,  February  22,  439 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  21 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,                              1,555 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  232 

TOTAL  SUNDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  USE. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library: 
Sundays — 


Main  Ubrary, 
Children's  department, 

within  the  building: 

1^,801 
5,870 

Holidays — 
Main   library. 
Children's  department. 

25,671 

3,412 
1,146 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use 

Sundays — 
Main  library. 
Children's  department. 

4,558 

5,680 
8,051 

Holidays — 
Main  library, 
Children's  department. 

13,731 

1,107 
1,555 

2,662 


STATISTICS   OF   THE   CATALOGUE    DEPARTMENT. 

Books  catalogued,  3,491 

Duplicates  catalogued,  3,395 

Pamphlets  catalogued,  1,147 

Periodicals  catalogued,  1,028 

Cards   written,  15,900 

L.  C.  cards  used,  4,115 

A.  L.  A.  cards  used,  248 

Bulletin   slips  made,  2,585 

Shelf  list  slips  made,  3,380 


23 
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APPENDIX   II. 


CITY  APPROPRIATION. 
Financial  Statement  for  the  Tear  Ending  November  30,  1908. 


BESOUECES. 


Balance  from  previous  year, 

City  appropriation, 

Dog  licensetf  and  court  fees, 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 

Bent,  Y.  M.  C.  A., 

Amount  received  from  the  income  of  the  Green 
Library  Fund  through  purchase  of  books  which 
had  before  been  bought  from  the  city  appropriation,    844  24 

Salary  not  claimed,  2  25 


$0  66 

40,000  00 

6,274  20 

1,288  25 

20  00 


• 

$48,429  60 

KXPENDITUKES. 

Books, 

$8,907  58 

Binding, 

2,872  56 

Beading-room, 

400  00 

Printing, 

313  70 

Charging  slips. 

47  00 

Lists  of  additions, 

377  05 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  postage, 

moving   ashes,   street   sprinkling   and   other   minor 

running  expenses. 

670  91 

Covering  paper. 

25  75 

Stationery, 

428  88 

Postal   cards   for   delinquents. 

150  00 

Cards  for  cataloguing, 

49  68 

Water, 

488  45 

Delivery  stations. 

1,092  85 

Brushes,   etc^. 

60  30 

Miscellaneous, 

30  00 

Eepairs, 

380  67 

Electric  light. 

1,573  20 

Oas. 

93  10 

Coal, 

1,276  49 

IHirniture, 

845  33 

Insurance, 

669  96 

Salary  of  librarian, 

3,983  34 

Salary  of  assistant  librarian. 

1,691  68 
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Salaries  of  assistants,  13,224  34 

Catalogue  department,  1,359  65 

Service  by  hour,  3,133  21 

Janitorial  service,  3,589  33 


$47,734  91 
Balance  unexpended,  694  69 


$48,429  60 


STATEMENT  OP  THE  GREEN  LIBRARY  FUND. 

November  30,  1908. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1908,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 

Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages. 
Dividends  on  bank  stock. 
Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits. 
Interest   on  bank  deposits, 


Of  the  above  income  there  has  been  added: 

To  the  investment  account, 
To  the  book  account, 


The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of  the 
investment  and  book  accounts,  as  verified  by  the 
books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Treasurer : 

Investment  Account. 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages. 
Bank  stock   (Merchants,  cost), 
Bank  stock    (Worcester,   par  value). 
Savings  bank  deposits. 


$875  00 

256  00 

1,271  66 

11  44 

$603  52 
1,810  58 

$2,414  10 


$2,414  10 


Book  Account. 

Balance  November  30,  1907, 
Three-fourths  income  account, 
Interest  on  bank  deposits, 


1906-07. 

1907-08. 

$20,500  00 

$20,500  00 

4,000  00 

4,000  00 

700  00 

700  00 

31,946  64 

32,580  16 

$57,146  64 

$57,780  16 

$901  86 

1,810  58 

8  44 

$2,720  88 
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Balance  Noyember   30,   1908, 


Investment  balances. 
Cash  balances. 


oring  year. 

$2,117  35 
603  53 

Recapituultion. 

1906-07. 
$57,146  64 
901  86 

$2,720  88 

1907-08. 
$57,780  16 
603  53 

$58,048  50 

$58,383  69 

Bespectfollj  submitted. 


DkWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OP  THE  LIBRARIAN  FUND. 

November  30,  1908. 

Balance  November  30,  1907,  $7,691  43 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits,  308  16 


Balance  November  30,  1908,  viz.: 

Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  $1,697  28 

Worcester  Five  Cents   Savings  Bank,  1,357  15 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  4,945  16 


$7,999  59 


$7,999  59 

DkWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer, 


STATEMENT  OP  THE  HENRY  W.  BROWN  FUND. 

November  30,  1908. 

Balance  November  30,  1907,  $130  56 

Dividends  on  savings  bank  deposits,  5  21 


$135  77 
Balance  November  30,  1908,  viz.: 
Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  $135  77 

DkWITT  CLINTON, 
Treoiurer, 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE  READING-ROOM  FUND. 

November  30,  1908. 

Cash  Account. 

Balance  November  30,  1907, 

Worcester  Public  Library  Department, 

Dividends,  savings  banks, 

Dividends,  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock, 

Dividends,  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock. 

Interest,  Worcester  Trust  Company, 

Befund,  Ginn  &  Company, 

Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers. 

Balance  November  30,  1908,  $313  23 

Investment  Account. 

Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  stock  (7  shares),  $700  00 

Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  R.  stock  (11  shares),  1,100  00 

Savings  bank  deposits  (4,322.69,  $1,658.25,  $1,400),        7,380  94 


$408  95 

400 

00 

295 

20 

88 

00 

61 

25 

5 

23 

3 

50 

$1,262 

13 

948 

90 

$9,180  94 

DbWITT  CLINTON, 
Treasurer, 


Worcester,  December  29,  1908. 

Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched,  and  the  securities  in  the 
possession  of  the  Treasurer. 

FREDERICK   W.   VERMILLE, 
CHARLES  T.   TATMAN, 
EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 

Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Free  Public  Library, 


Vi'l 


_»^  .     ^^.'^  ■_ 


[54 


1      «» 


— . ; ::  rzz  rur?  ro  the  libraby. 


■•i  ~   •    •         ■" 


-  T''  ■    '"1  1 


*  ■•  •      .  '       ~     T     "    ' .l*i      *.  — LZ'*"****** ! 


:5  >: 


t  f«.  ,'    1  —  -  - 


-   '*'k2^|£  ■ 


v.zz.   scin- 


»•     -.  7". •:  "."-.     f  Arfr.'i. 
- .   ."■'■-_    ■ :      . :  -  -I'*.    M  jki  -i:  i :  irf*  iz  i   .vcn 

1  r,  —  —  ^       ■•  ._- 

.    ..■-•■:.     -       -7     '    .tTI. 

.  "■■.■ .     : -     J-    .::  ■' .  .V - •.;  Fi::'.'.  '."."it 

"  *•  1      •  .  -  J'  P  ■,•'»■    1       • 

■  ^>«        ■  •    ■  .  ■*         *  «^a  ■  ■  ■        kB     ■  ■ 

'.  '  .'■;::•---  .v..  B'.i'or..  J/j..<.«. 
■.   A;<'X';.  i'-r. 

.J'.'.r.    'r,.  J/'i'6'irv.  21  Cl^^. 
Mr-.  .'    :r.   ?.!..  .U-f/^u-,.  MkL^^. 

•  ■■/':■"■• 

l}':rft:U,T  *,f  f'vfcin^  an-l  Vacaticn  Sohools. 

f'ri'iMr  I.'i-tiT'i'^ions  Doj'artniect. 

I'll  hi  ic  LilifJiry. 

H«'h'i'i]    '".'ornrr.itff'*?. 

J-*t;iti-tir'«    f>r'p;irtmont. 

'I'rrifiMit.  '^.'oiiirniKfion. 
M'>*if 'in  H'lilfrtiir^;  '^.'oiiipany. 
U'l^.itiu tun  Ho''i''t.y. 
fSo'A'lo'in   ^'oll«'K«*. 
KriKtlfy,  C.UsirU'H,  Nrv.arlc,  N,  J. 
Itrooklyri   IriHtittiff*  of  ArtH  anri  Sciences. 
ItroHii    flfiiv'TNity. 
Hryii   Muwr  rullfj^o,   lirjfn  Mawr,  Pa. 


ri-.^.. 


City. 


il 

•    ■ »  ■ 

'  *■ 
#  •■ 

;,.,, 

',t- 

.      «.< 

'#■ 

.'.  .'.  '" 

;#■ 

rry. 

i<- 

'T-  . 

Jo 

■V.i'. 

J'l-:''! 


5    ]i 


I 


1 
2 

i 

34 

2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
5 
1 


1 

1 

1 

15 

1 

1 

1 
1 


1 

1 
5 


1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3i 

1 

2 

li 


29 

18 

1 


67 
1 

6 


I 


1 
I 
1 
8 


1 
1 
1 


55] 


FREE   PUBUC  LIBBABT. 


363 


GIVER8. 


B'ucknell  University. 

Buflfum,  George  T.,  Newton,  Mass. 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association. 

Burroughs,  Dr.  James  A.,  Asheville,  N.  C. 

Cambridge  Public  Library. 

Canada,  Census  and  Statistics  Office. 

Canada,  Geological  Survey. 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission,  Pittshurgh,  Pa. 

Carnegie  Institute,  Pittshurgh,  Pa. 

Carnegie  Steel  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 

Chamberlain,  Uon.  George  E.,  Salem,  Oregon. 

Champlain  Society,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Chandler,  Alfred  D.,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Chandler,  Miss  Alice  G.,  Lancaster,  Mass. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  Mayor. 

Chicago  &  Northwestern  Bailway  Company. 

Chicago,  111.,  Mayor. 

Chicago  School  of  Civics  and  Philanthropy,  Chicago,  III. 

Clark  University. 

Clemence,  Henry  M. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Water  Department. 

Colby  College. 

Collier.  P.  F.  &  Son,  New  York  City. 

Columbia  University. 

Congregational  Home  Missionary  Society,  New  York  City. 

Cornell  University. 

Crowley  &  Lunt,  Portland,  Me. 

Dartmouth  College. 

Daughters    of    the    American    Revolution,    Col.    Timothy    Bigelow 

Chapter. 
Davis,  Andrew  McFarland,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
Davos  Public  Interests  Association,  Davos,  Switzerland. 
Depew,  Chauncey  M.,  New  York  City. 
Drew  Allis  Company. 
Dunlop,  E.  F.,  Arlington  Heights,  Mass. 
Dwight,  R.  H.  W.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Edes,  Dr.  Robert  T.,  Beading,  Mass. 
Ellinwood,  Truman  G. 
Estabrook,  John  D.,  fVesthoro,  Mass. 
Farnum,  Charles  M. 
Ferguson,  John,  Colombo,  Ceylon. 
Field  Museum  of  Natural  History.  Chicago,  III. 
First  Church  of  Christ  (Scientist),  Worcester. 
Fitchburg,  Mass.,  City  Clerk. 
Forbes,  Hon.  William  T.  M. 
Forbes,  Mrs.  William  T. 
Fowler,   Elwyn   H. 

Georgetown  University,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Getchell,  Mrs.  Edith  L. 
Ginn  &  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 
Goddard,  Harold  C,  Evanston,  III. 
Grafton,  Mass.,  Town  Clerk. 
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GiVKRS. 


OB 
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Green,  James. 

Green,  If  tM  Julia  E.,  UduvQ,  Japan, 

Green,  Samuel  S. 

Griffith-Stillings  Press,  Boston,  Mass. 

Grosvenor,  Edwin  A. 

Gyldendal  Publishing  Company,  Chicago,  lU. 

Gypsy  Lore  Society,  Liverpool,  Eng, 

Hanson,  Thure. 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance  Company. 

Harvard  University. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  (Hty  Clerk. 

Hawaii  Promotion  Society,  Honolulu,  H.  I. 

Heredia,  Licoo  de,  Ileredia,  O^ata  Rim^ 

Historic  Society  of  Lancashire  and  Cheshire,  Liverpool,  Eng, 

Hoepli,  U.,  Milan,  Italy, 

Howe,  Mrs.  Anna. 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society. 

Indian  Industrial  Sdiool,  Carlisle,  Pa, 

International  Bureau  of  American  Republics,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ipswich  Historical  Society,  Ipswich,  Mass, 

Japan,  Imperial  Library. 

Kalliwoda,  Mile,  Fredoricka  F. 

Kilgore,  J.  M. 

Kinsley,  Sunmer  A. 

Kohler,  Fred,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 

Lake    Mohonk   Conference   on    International    Arbitration,   Ifo^nX; 

Lake,  N.  Y. 
La     Plata,    Argentine    Republic,    Biblioteea    de    la    Universidad 

Nacional. 
Lauriat  Company,  Charles  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Lee,  Francis  H.,  Salem,  Mass. 
Lee,  Ivy  L.,  Philadelphia,  Pa, 
Lee  Company,  B.  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Leicester,  Mass.,  Town  Clerk. 
Leiand  Stanford  Junior  University,  Palo  Alto,  Cal. 
Lichtenstein,  Gaston,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J, 
Liscomb,  Mrs,  Albert  G. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Loubat,  J.  Florimond,  Due  de,  Paris,  France, 
Lowell  Historical  Society. 
McAleer,  George. 

MacDonald,  Arthur,   Washington,  D.  C. 
McFarland,  Horace,  Boston,  Mass, 
McGill  University,  Montreal,  Canada, 
Macullar  Parker  Company,  Boston,  Mass. 
Maine  Historical  Society. 
Marburg,  Theodore,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Maryland  Geological  Survey. 

Massachusetts.   Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Amherst,  Mass, 

Attorney  General 
Charity,  Board  of. 
Education,  Board  of. 
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Massachusetts.  Gas  and  Electric  Light  Commissioners,  Board  of. 

GypET^   and   Brown-Tail   Moths,   Superintendent   for 
Suppressing. 

Health,  Board  of. 

Highway  Commission. 

Industrial  Education,  Commission  on. 

Insanity,  Board  of. 

Insurance   Department. 

Labor,  Bureau  of  Statistics  of. 

Metropolitan  Water  and  Sewerage  Board. 

Prison  Commissioner. 

Public  Records,  Commissioner  of. 

Bailroad  Commissioners. 

Savings  Banks,  Board  of  Commissioners  of. 

Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

State  Library. 

State  Normal  School,  Bridgewater,  Mass. 

State  Normal   School,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

State  Normal  School,  Hyannis,  Mass. 

State  Normal  School,  Lowell,  Mass. 

State  Normal  School,  North  Adams,  Mass. 

State  Normal  School,  Salem,  Mass. 

State  Normal  School,  Westfield,  Mass. 

Wachusctt  Mountain  State  Besenration  Commission. 
Massachusetts  Civic  League,  Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass. 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 
Mead,  Mrs.  L.  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Merchants'  Association,  New  York  City. 
Meyerhardt,  M.  W. 
Michigan,  Department  of  Health. 

Geological  Survey. 
Middlebury  College. 
Morgan,  J.  Pierpont,  New  York  City. 
Mount  Holyoke  College. 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass. 
Nahildan,  Howard  M. 

National  Association  of  Cotton  Manufacturers,  Boston,  Mass. 
National  Association  of  Manufacturers,  New  York  City, 
National  Business  League  of  America,  Chicago,  III, 
National  Civil  Service  Kef orm  League,  New  York  City. 
National  Educational  Association. 
National  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Industrial  Education,  New 

York  City. 
New  Jersey  State  Library. 
New  York  City,  Education,  Department  of. 
New  York  State,  Commission  to  Investigate  Condition  of  Blind. 

Education  Department. 
Public  Service  Commission. 
State  Library. 
University. 
New  York  Civil  Service  Kef  orm  Association. 
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New  York  University. 

Oahu  College,  Honolulu,  H.  I. 

O'Connor,  Eev,  James  A.,  Ifew  York  City. 

Olszewski,  A.,  Chicago,  III, 

Ozmun,  Edward  H.,  Constantinople,  Turkey, 

Pan  in,  Ivan,  Grafton,  Mass, 

Parker,  Dr,  William  Thornton,  Northampton,  Mass, 

Patriarchs  Militant,  Massachusetts, 

Paxton,  Mass.,  Town  Clerk. 

Payne,  Mrs.  Henry  C,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Peaslee,  John  B.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Blind,  Bottan, 

Mans. 
Perry,  Edward  H.,  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y. 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  H. 
Porter,  Miss  Juliet. 
Protestant    Episcopal    Church    in   the   United    States,   Dioeeee    of 

Western  Massachusetts. 
Princeton  University. 

Raymond,  George  Lansing,  Washington,  D,  C, 
Rodeffer,  J.  D.,  Salem,  Va. 
Roe,  Alfred  S. 

Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Canada, 
Schultze,  Otto  &  Company,  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
Sherman,  Edgar  J. 
Shrewsbury,  Mass.,  Town  Clerk. 
Silk  Association  of  America,  New  York  City, 
Simmons  College. 

Simpkin,  Marshall  &  Company,  London,  Eng. 
Smith,  Francis  A.,  Elisahethtown,  N,  Y, 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

Sods  of  the  American  Revolution,  Massachusetts  Society. 
Spafford,  H.  W.,  Butland,  Vt, 
Sprague,  Gen,  A.  B.  R. 
Sprague,  Mrs,  A.  B  R. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library  Association. 
Stearns,  Frank  P.,  Tufts  College,  Mass, 
Stenstrand,  August  J.,  NaperviUe,  III, 
Stone  &  Webster,  Boston,  Mass, 
Sturgeon,  Miss,  St,  Louis,  Mo, 
Sydney,  Australia,  Intelligence  Department. 
Taggart,  H.  T.,  Washington,  D,  C. 
Thompson,  Slason,  Chicago,  III. 
Tompkins  Company,  D.  A.,  Charlotte,  N,  C, 
Trinity  College. 
Tufts  College. 

Tyson,  Rol^rt,  Toronto,  Canada, 
Union  College. 
United  States,  Agriculture,  Department  of. 

Civil  Service  Commission. 

Education,  Bureau  of. 

Insular  Affairs,  Bureau  of. 
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United  States.  Interstate  Cominerce  Commission. 

Labor,  Department  of. 

Library  of  Congress. 

Public  Health  and  Marine  Hospital  Service.  Bureau 
of. 

Superintendent  of  Documents. 

Treasury  Department. 
University  of  Chicago.  ! 

University  of  Michigan.  j 

University  of  Pennsylvania.  | 

University  of  Texas. 
University  of  Vermont. 
University  of  Wisconsin. 
Uruguay,  Direccion  General  de  Estadistico. 
Usher,  Edward  P.,  Grafton,  Mass. 
Yassar  College. 

Vinton,  Bishop  Alexander  H.,  Springfield,  Mass, 
Ward,  John,  New  York  City. 
Washburn,  Hon.  Charles  G. 
Washington  Academy  of  Sciences. 
Wellesley  College. 
Wesleyan  University. 
West  Boylston,  Mass.,  Town  Clerk. 
Williams  College. 
Wire,  Dr.  George  E. 
Wisconsin,  State  Historical  Society. 
Wood,  Charles  W. 
Worcester,  City  Clerk. 

Schools,  Superintendent  of. 
Worcester  Art  Museum. 
Worcester  County  Musical  Association. 
Worcester  Musical  Festival,  Worcester,  Eng. 
Worcester  National  Bank. 
Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute. 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity. 
Worcester  Tuberculosis  Belief  Association. 
Workman,  Mrs.  Fanny  B.,  London,  Eng. 
Workman,  William  Hunter,  London,  Eng. 
Tale  University. 

Tamaguchi  Public  Library,  Yamaguchi,  Japan. 
Ziegler,  William,  Estate  of,  New  York  City. 
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APPENDIX    IV. 


PEBI0DICAL8  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DUBINQ  THE  YEAB. 


American  federationist. 

American  physical  education  review. 

Amerika  esperantisto. 

L 'ameublement   et  le  garde-meuble 

r^unis. 
Bazmavep. 
Economic  bulletin. 
Electric  railway  Journal. 
Engineering  digest. 
Far  east. 

Farmer  and  fruit  grower. 
Fibre  and  fabric. 
Good  housekeeping. 


Harvard  theological  review. 
Hashiloah. 

Lewiston  evening  journal. 
Lumi^re  ^lectrique. 
Massachusetts  magazine. 
Palette  and  bench. 
Playground. 
Bailroad  age  gazette. 
La  reviie  hebdomadaire. 
Sociological  review. 
Der  stadtebau. 

Wochenschrift    fur    wissensehafti 
kunst  und  technik. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  BEADING-BOOM. 


Ambition, 

American  gas  light  joumal| 
A.  L.  A.  booklist, 
American  missionary, 
American  museum  journal, 

Amerikanische   Tumzeitung, 
Annals   of   the  propagation  of  the 

faith, 
Arbetaren, 
Azk, 
Balance, 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal, 
Billboard, 
Board    of    trade    and    engineering 

journal, 
Bulletin  of  bibliography, 
Bulletin  of  the  National  association 

of  wool  manufacturers, 
Canal  record, 
Carlisle  arrow. 
Case  and  comment. 
Catholic  missions. 
Century  path, 


GIVERS. 

International  Correspondence  Schoolfl. 
G.  W.  Dreeser,  editor. 
Publishers. 

American  Missionary  Association. 
American  Museum  of  Natural  His- 
tory. 
Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Charles  H.  Birbeck. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Association. 

Isthmian  Canal  Commission. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 
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Cbicago  bonkeT, 

Chriatian  regiHter, 

Christian  science  journal, 

Christian   science  monitor. 

Christian  science  sentinei, 

Clark  college  record, 

Colorado  graphic. 

Concrete, 

Congrci^siiinal  record, 

Conservatar 

Deseret  evening  news. 

Dog  fancier 

Draper's  ie<^orJ, 

T)ry   gooila  ■economist. 

Engineering, 

Evpaham  journal. 

Exponent, 

Fitehbnrg  we^lj  sentinel, 

Gamlft  ocb  dtBi  hemlandet, 

Go.k1  eoveniraeDt, 

Gregg  writer, 

Grievances  from  Ireland, 

Grocery  worlil, 

Hartford  seminary  record, 

Herald  of  tba  Cross, 

Herald  of  the  truth. 

Home  missionary, 

Indian's  friend. 

Journal  of  eoophily. 

Labor  news, 

Lietava, 
Locomotive, 

Locomotive  firemen  and  enginemen'a 
loagazine, 

Louisiana  planter, 

MasBBchuBetts  journal  of  osteopathy, 

Msater  builder, 

Matilda    Ziegler    magazine    for    the 

blind, 
Messenger   (Worcester), 
Messenger  (New  York), 
Metal  irdustry 
Missi unary  herald, 
Mndcal  timea, 
National  grange, 


Publishers. 

American  TTnitarian  Association. 
Christian   Science  Society- 
First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist. 
First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist. 
Gark  College. 
Publishers, 
Publishers. 
C.  G.  Washburn. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Proprietors, 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Sentinel  Printing  Company. 
Publishers. 
Good  government. 
Publishers, 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary. 
The  Order  of  the  Cross. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers, 

American  Anti-Vivisection  Society. 
Publishers. 

Hiss  B.  M,  West,  editor. 
Publishers. 
J.  L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Ziegler  Publishing  Company. 

Publishers. 

Anonymous. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 
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New  church  league  joumaly 

New  England  shoe  and  leather  asso- 
ciation gazette. 

New  York  libraries, 

Nya  ostems  weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  the  United  States 
patent  office, 

L 'opinion  publique, 

Our  dumb  animals, 

Philippine  review, 

Pitman's  journal, 

Portland  daily  press,  Saturday  edi- 
tion. 

Positivist  review. 

Purple, 

Review  of  religions. 

Royal  blue. 

Sabbath   recorder, 

Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Shoppell's     owners     and     builders' 

magazine, 
Skandinavia, 
Smith  college  monthly, 
Southern  workman. 
Student's  journal, 
Svea, 

Tuftonian, 
Tufts  weekly, 
Union  signal, 
Universalist  leader, 
University  record, 
Vestkusten, 

\Vater[)roofing  and  fireprooflng, 
Worcester  daily  telegram, 
Worcester  evening  gazette, 
Worcester  evening  post, 
Worcester  magazine. 
World's  crisis, 
Yarmouth  telegram, 


E.  H.  Alden. 

Publishers. 

New  York  State  Library. 

A.  Olofson. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Miss  E.  L.  Pease. 

Publishers. 

Maine  State  Press. 
Edward  S.  Beesly,  editor. 
Holy  Cross  College. 
Sadi  Ahmadiyya. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Chapter  67,  Brotherhood  of*  St.  An- 
drew. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Samuel  S.  Green. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Tuftfl  College. 

Tufts  College. 

Anonymous. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 

University  of  Chicago  Press. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 

Publishers. 

Yarmouth  herald. 
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FIFTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OK  THE 


DIRECTORS 


OF  THK 


Free  public  Library 


OF  THE 


CITY  OF  WORCESTER 


FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENDING  NOVEMBER  30,  1909. 


Beusi«e  Printing  &  Pubusuing  Co. 

WORCESTER,  MASS. 

1910 


25 


DIBECTOBS  FOB  1910. 


ALEXANDER   BELISLE, 
HENRY  L.  PARKER, 
CHARLES  T.  TATMAN, 
FRANK  R.  BATCHELDER, 
BERNARD  S.  CONATY, 
ARTHUR  P.  RUGG, 


Term  Expires. 
ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN,  1910 
CHARLES  R.  JOHNSON,  1911 

WILLIAM  J.  DENHOLM,  1912 

ZELOTES  W.  COOMBS,  1913 

FRED'K  H.  CHAMBERLAIN,  1914 
PHILIP  J.  O^CONNELL,  1915 


OBQANIZATION  OF  THE  DIBECTOBS  FOB  1910. 


President 
ALEXANDER  BELISLE. 


Secretary 
ZELOTES  W.  COOMBS. 


Committee  on  Finance 

ALEXANDER  BELISLE,  CHARLES  T.  TATMAN, 

FREDERICK  H.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

Committee  on  the  Library 

ZELOTES  W.  COOMBS,  HENRY  L.  PARKER, 

WILLIAM  J.  DENHOLM,  BERNARD  S.  CONATY, 

ARTHUR  P.  RUGG. 

Committee  on  the  Building 

FRANK  R.  BATCHELDER,  WILLIAM  J.  DENHOLM, 

FREDERICK  U.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


Oom^iittee  on  the  Reading-Boom 

PHILIP  J.  O'CONNELL,  CHARLES  R.  JOHNSON, 

ALFRED  C.  N.  PETERSEN. 
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OBQANIZATION  OF  STAFF  FOB  1910. 


Librarian  Emeritus 
SAMUEL  S.  GREEN. 

Librarian 
ROBERT  K.  SHAW. 

BEFEBENOE  DEPABTlfENT 

Reference  librarian 
GRACE  W.  WOOD. 

Senior  assistants 

LUELLA  O.  BEAM  AN,  GRACE  H.  MOORE, 

AROLYN  L.  JOHNSON,  HOPE   G.   ROBINSON, 

Junior  assistants 

MAY  A.  DONAHUE,  ETHEL  G.  HOWE, 

ARTHUR   J.   HACKETT,  GLADYS  L.  KNIGHT. 

Extra  attendants  and  runners 

SIMON   W.   ATKINS,  JOHN  LUND, 

FLORA  B.  BRIGHAM,  GEORGE  W.  LUSKE, 

HERMAN  E.  BROWN,  SARKIS  M.  NAHIKIAN, 

DANIEL  J.  FITZGERALD,  SATENIK  NAHIKIAN, 

LELAND  M.  FRENCH,  JUSTIN   E.  O'KEEFE,  , 

FRANK  W.   GREEN,  ISRAEL   J.   SARASOHN, 

G.  ALBERT  HILL,  ROBERT  G.  TRUMBULL. 

ARTS  DEPARTMENT 

Arts  librarian 
GRACE  W.  WOOD. 

CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 

Circulation  librarian 
JESSIE  E.  TYLER. 

Senior  assistants 

MINNIE  F.  ADAMS,  EDITH  M.  GATES, 

ISABEL  A.  THAYER. 
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Junior  assistaats 

BUTH  D.  AMSDEN,  BUTH  E.   RODIEB, 

WINNIFRED  8.  PABRELL,  ELLA   L.  SINNOTT, 

MARION  A.  WABBEN. 

Extra  attendants  and  runners 

JANE  B.  ALLEN,  ANGELINE  M.  BACINE, 

MATTIE  J.  ALLEN,  ABTHUB   B.   BACINE, 

MABY  E.  BUBKE,  HAROLD  E.  WILLIAMS. 

Delivery  Station  Keepers 

Belmont  Street,  M.   W.   MEYERIIABDT. 

Grafton  Square,  A.  J.  AMELOTTE. 

Greendale,  J.  HAMEL  &  CO. 

Lake  View,  W.  A.  FOBES. 

New  Worcester,  J.  L.  HABBOP. 

Pleasant  Street,  W.  8.  DOANE. 

Quinsigamond,  ANDEBSON  BROTHEBS. 

South   Worcester,  C.  J.  FOLEY. 

Tatnuck,  MISS  E.   J.  PRENTISS. 


CHILDBEN'S  DEPABTMENT 

Children's  librarian 
ALICE  G.  HIGGINS. 

Junior  assistants 

KATHABINE  E.  COOK,  KATIIERINE  M.  MUBBAY, 

EXDB  M.  DEYETTE,  ELSIE  A.  SMITH, 

AMEY  B.  HADWEN,  ETHEL  M.  TUBNBB. 

Extra  attendants  and  runners 

MADELEINE  P.  H.  AVIETIENE,  WILLIAM  0.  ENGLISH, 
MADELENE  M.  BELL.  GEOBGE  E.  HANSON, 

THOMAS  L.  COOK,  ROBERT  K.  SAMPSON. 

OATALOOUE  DEPABTMENT. 

Chief  cataloguer 
ELLA  L.  SAWYER. 

Junior  assistants 
HABBIBT  A.  BABNES,  MABY  P.  BBIGHTMAN. 
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JANITORIAL  8EBVI0E. 

Janitor  Watchman 

HIRAM  A.  RICHARDS.  EDWARD  8.  CLARK. 

Cleaners 

ANNA  FAHNSTROM,  NELLIE  HEALY, 

CATHERINE  FITZGERALD,  CATHERINE  KANE, 

MARGARET  O^IIARA. 


LIBRARY  HOURS. 


REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT  AND  MAGAZINE  ROOM. 

9  a.m.  to  9.30  p.m.  daily,  including  holidays. 
Sundays  2  to  9  p.m. 


CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT. 

9  a.m.  to  S  p.m.,  except  Sundays  and  holidays. 

Saturdays  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 

Open  at  8.30  a.m.  for  the  return  only  of  books. 


CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  daily. 
Holidays  9  a.m.  to  G  p.m. 
Sundays  2  to  G  p.m. 


NEWSPAPER  READING  ROOM. 

8  a.m.  to  9. '10  p.m.  daily,  including  holidays. 
Sundays  1  to  0  p.m. 


."» 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 

DIRECTORS. 


To  the  Honorable  James  Logan,  Iffayor,  and  to  the  City  Council 
of  Worcester: — 

Tlie  directors  of  tlie  Free  rublie  Library  of  the  city  of  Wor- 
cester herewith  ros}MX?t fully  submit  their  fiftieth  annual  report. 
This  report  includes  thic  separate  reports  of  the  several  commit- 
tees of  the  Board  and  the  reports  of  the  Librarian  and  of  the 
heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the  library. 

During  the  year  which  has  just  closed  three  events  of  unusual 
imjR>rtance  have  occurred  in  the  history  ol'  tliis  institution.  The 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  library  was  commemo- 
rated on  the  23d  of  December  by  the  opening  of  a  j)ublic  exhibi- 
tion of  the  resources  of  the  library,  the  i»ublication  of  a  useful 
handbook  of  information  and  by  a  public  meeting  in  the  large  hall 
of  the  main  building,  at  which  addresses  were  delivered  by  Hon- 
orable James  Loijan,  flavor  of  the  citv  of  Worcester;  Mr.  Samuel 
Swett  Green,  Tiibrarian  Ejueritus;  ]lv\.  Thomas  E.  Murphy,  Presi- 
dent of  Holy  Cross  College:  Dr.  Edmund  A.  Engler.  President  of 
the  Worcester  Polvtechnic  Institute;  Dr.  G.  Stanlev  Hall,  Presi- 
dent  of  Clark  University;  Mr.  ]iol)ert  K.  Shaw,  Librarian,  and 
Edward  J.  McMahon,  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors;  and 
letters  of  congratulation  were  read  from  I'homa^  Wentworth  Hig- 
ginson,  Kev.  Edward  Jl.  Hail  and  licv.  Almon  Gunnison,  former 
directors  of  the  libraiy,  and  from  Dr.  Erancis  T{.  T^nne,  Principal 
of  the  State  Xormal  School. 

A  brief  reference  to  the  early  history  of  the  library  will  prove 
interesting  and,  at  the  same  time,  by  way  of  H*ontrast  with  present 
conditions,  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  wonderful  developnient  of 
the  librarv  durinir  the  fifty  years  of  its  existence. 
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The  Free  Public  Library  of  the  eitv  of  Worcester  was  founded 
by  Dr.  John  Green,  uncle  of  Sanuiel  S.  Green.  Dr.  Green  gave  hia 
library  to  the  city  December  27,  1859,  by  a  deed  of  gift.  This 
library  consisted  of  about  7,090  volumies,  which  had  been  collected 
during  many  years,  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $10,000.  The  city 
government  by  ordinance,  dated  December  23,  1859,  accepted  the 
gift  with  the  conditions  imposed.  At  the  same  time  the  Worces- 
ter Lyceum  and  Library  Association  gave  to  the  city  its  collec- 
tion of  4,500  volumes,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Young  Men's 
Rhetorical  Society  and  the  old  Worcester  Lyceum. 

The  librar}^  was  opened  to  the  public  April  30,  1860,  in  the 
Worcester  Bank  block  on  Foster  Street.  In  1865  reading-rooms 
wore  established  in  connection  with  th«e  librarv,  a  fund  for  their 
endowment  being  raised  largely  through  the  efforts  of  Hon. 
George  F.  Hoar.  Before  Dr.  Green  died,  in  1865.  he  gave  to  the 
library  4,968  volumes  in  addition  to  the  7,000  contributed  at  the 
start. 

The  first  building  of  its  own  occupied  by  the  library  was  erect- 
ed at  a  cost  of  $30,000  in  1861,  in  accordance  with  an  agroetoent 
made  with  Dr.  Green.  This  is  the  old  part  of  the  present  build- 
ing on  Elm  Street. 

The  Board  of  Directors  was  first  formally  organized  January 
G.  I860,  by  the  choice  of  Alexander  H.  Bullock  as  president,  and 
All>ert  Tolman  as  secretary.  The  first  annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  discloses  that  at  that  time  the  entire  library  com- 
prised about  fourteen  thousand  volumes.  The  first  librarian  was 
paid  a  salary  of  $500  for  the  year,  and  the  yearly  salary  of  his 
only  assistant  was  $250.  The  rent  of  the  premises  usod  by  the 
library  in  the  Bank  Building  was  '^205.  The  appropriation  for  the 
library  maclo  by  the  City  Council  for  the  year  1860  was  $4,000  and 
the  expenses,  incluciing  maintenance,  purchase  of  ne\v  books,  rent 
and  salaries,  wore  $2,351.14.  During  the  first  year  31,45-1  books 
were  used  by  patrons  of  ihe  lihrarv\  In  this  first  report  the  Direc- 
tors express  thoir  satisfaction  with  the  great  interest  manifested  bv 
the  community  in  the  in'^titution,  and  in  relation  to  the  future  pos- 
sibilities of  the  librarv,  ihey  use  these  prophetic  words: 


L 
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'*As  we  follow  up  the  work  in  our  conceptions,  and  behold 
the  library  by  the  process  of  constant  accretions  augmented  to 
twenty  thousand,  tliirty  thousand,  forty  thousand,  fifty  thousand 
Tolumes — comprising  the  wide  range  of  popular  and  current  liter- 
ature, history,  biography,  travels,  the  sciences  and  the  useful  arts, 
the  domain  of  moral  and  religious  truth,  of  poetr}%  of  aesthetic 
taste,  in  short,  all  that  can  eutortain*  iiistriutt  and  educate — made 
a  part  of  the  daily  study  and  contemplation  of  ])erhaps  a  majority 
of  our  entire  population — we  are  still  perceiving  only  the  out- 
lines of  an  institution  whose  finest  proportions  lie  beyond  the 
rea<eh  of  sight,  in  the  imperishable  elements  of  popular  culture 
and  virtue.  At  no  distant  day.  if  this  department  of  our  city 
shall  be  sufficiently  sustained  by  municipal  support,  all  the  re- 
sults which  those  most  sanguine  can  novs'  anticipate,  are  morally 
certain  to  be  appreciably  developed." 

The  sanguine  expectations  of  the  first  Board  of  Directors  are 
amply  realized  in  our  magnificent  library  of  today,  and  in  the  im- 
measurable good  which  it  confers  upon  this  community.  During 
these  fifty  vears  the  libran*  has  increased  from  14,000  volumes  to 
173,803,  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  connection  with  the 
library  from  two  to  71.  and  the  number  of  persons  using  the 
librarv  in  a  single  vear  from  31,454  to  nearlv  half  a  million.  The 
cosmopolitan  character  of  our  population,  the  lack  of  more  than 
a  primary  school  education  received  by  far  the  greater  portion  of 
our  people,  and  the  opportunity  for  advanced  stu<ly  and  investiga- 
tion which  the  modem  well-equipped  librarv  affords,  all  combine 
to  make  this  institution  an  indispensable  department  of  the  edu- 
cational system  of  our  city  and  fully  justify  all  of  the  encourage- 
ment and  support  that  may  be  given  to  the  institution  by  the  gen- 
erosity of  our  fellow  citizens  and  by  lil>eral  appropriations  from 
the  City  Council. 

Another  important  event  of  the  year  was  the  retirement  from 
the  active  service  of  the  libran*  of  Mr.  Samuel  Swett  Green.  Mr. 
Green  became  a  director  of  the  librarv  on  Januarv  1,  1867.  After 
serving  four  years  as  a  member  of  the  board,  he  was  elected, 
Januarv-  15,  1871,  Librarian,  and  served  continuouslv  in  that 
position  until  ,lanuarv,  1009,  when  he  declined  re-election.     As 
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a  mark  of  honor  for  tlif  di.stinguislied  service  which  he  rendered 
to  the  Hbrar}-  duriiiL*"  a  lu'riod  of  forty-two  years,  the  Board  of 
Directors,  on  January  1\%  ])900,  unanimously  elected  Mr.  Cireen 
Librarian  Kmeritus,  and  authorized  the  ])uhlication  of  a  memorial 
of  the  event  whidi  was  j)re])ared  by  Professor  Zeh)tes  Wood 
Coombs,  a  member  of  tlie  Board. 

At  the  same  meetin»>  tlie  Board  of  Directors  ch»cted  as  the 
successor  of  ^\v.  Ore(»n  in  tlie  olVicc  of  Librarian,  Mr.  Robert  K. 
Shaw.  Some  of  the  qualifications  and  recommendations  of  ^Ir. 
Sliaw  for  this  bonorable  and  resj)onsil)h*  position  were  these:  He 
was  born  in  Worcester  in  1S71,  was  o:raduat(»d  from  the  Worcester 
Classical  Hi<rh  School  in  L^DO,  from  Harvard  Colle«rv  in  1894,  and 
fnnn  the  Xew  York  State  Lihrarv  Si-.hool  in  1JH)1.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  stalT  of  tin  Xew  York  State  Lihrarv  from  1808  to 
1901,  a  member  of  the  stalY  of  the  Lihmry  of  (^)n<Iress  from  1901 
to  190-1,  Librarian  of  the  Brockton  Public  Library  from  1904  to 
190.'),  and  Assistant  Librarian  of  this  lihrarv  from  1905  to  1909. 
During?  the  past  year  he  has  dischar^od  the  duties  of  his  ])ositi<m 
with  a  dcLTee  of  fidelity,  ability  and  courtesy  which  ha^  merited 
and  received  the  conimendation  of  the  ])>{itron.s  of  the  library  and 
the  approbation  of  Hie  Board  of  Directors. 

For  a  detaih'd  presenfaiion  of  the  needs  of  the  library,  the  at- 
tention of  the  City  (Government  is  (billed  to  the  report  of  the 
Librarian. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

EDWAinKL  :\rcMAH()N'. 

President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors : — 

The  greiilest  need  of  onr  rublie  Library  today  is  an  adequate 
gysteni  of  brancli  libraries.  This  need  was  emphasized  in  the 
Librarian's  report  of  hist  year,  and  the  continued  growth  of  the 
city  makes  the  demand  eadi  year  more  imperative.  Our  present 
system  of  delivery  stations  does  as  muich  good  as  can  be  expected 
from  agencies  of  this  sort,  hut  falls  far  short  of  our  ideal.  At 
a  delivery  station  books  must  be  passed  over  the  counter  much 
after  the  manner  of  <reneral  merchandise,  whereas  the  branch 
library  is  a  reduced  copy  of  the  central  plant.  At  the  delivery 
station  there  can  be  ko])t  but  an  insignificant  number  of  books  for 
patrons  to  handle:  a  real  branch  library  will  have  thousands  to 
choose  from,  and  a  comfortable  place  in  which  to  read  them,  if 
desired:  a  fair  supply  of  good  magazines  for  home  and  library  use; 
at  least  a  few  works  of  reference  from  which  general  questions 
may  be  answered:  and  a  separate  room  for  the  children  where 
their  wants  can  be  carefullv  ministered  to  bv  a  trained  assistant 
of  enthusiasm  and  ideals.  Conciselv  formulated,  the  deliverv  sta- 
tion  is  but  an  agency  as  a  rule  outside  the  sphere  of  library  in- 
fluence: the  branch  library  is  an  integral  imrt  of  a  civic  institu- 
tion M'orking  for  the*  Ciducation  and  u])building  of  the  community. 
Whatever  good  intiuenoe  may  be  exercised  by  the  parent  institu- 
tion should  be  equally  apparent  in  the  characteristics  of  her  chil- 
dren. 

Five  separate  branch  buildings,  in  as  many  dilTerent  (|uarters 
of  the  town,  would,  as  was  stated  last  year  by  "Nfr.  Oreen,  be  a  fair 
equipment  for  Worcester  today.  If  a  com] )1  etc  system,  however 
cannot  be  at  once  c-tablishcd,  let  us  at  least  make  a  start,  and,  bv 
a  modest  beginning,  demonstrate  the  possibilities  of  our  local 
field.     Let  the  Directors  decide  on  the  most  fertile  soil  for  tilling 
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and  turn  up  at  least  one  furrow  without  more  delay.  One  read- 
ing room  could  be  operated  at  sufficient  hours  for  a  cost  of  not 
over  $750  per  annum.  In  a  budget  seventy  times  as  great,  so 
petty  a  sum  in  so  good  a  cause,  should  somehow  be  materialized. 

Circulating  Department. 

The  Circulating  Department,  which  reaves  many  more  citi- 
zens than  any  other,  has  been  conducted  in  much  the  same  quar- 
ters for  nearly  half  a  centur}'.  That  these  quarters  are  now 
uncommodious  and  outworn,  is  a  truism,  obvious  to  any  casual 
observer.  I^ck  of  proper  stack  room  compels  us  to  shelve  books 
in  basements  and  garrets,  where  bindings  deteriorate  from  ex- 
tremes of  temperature,  and  patrons  are  handicapped  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  true  book-lover's  rarest  privilege — ^the  inspection  of 
books  in  a  classified  arrangement  on  the  shelves.  Bedated  sub- 
jects are  often  widely  separated:  philosophy,  history  and  applied 
Science  being  in  the  basement,  while  religion,  sociology  and  na- 
tural science  are  two  stories  above  them.  Half  the  fiction  is 
shelved  near  the  delivery  desk  (part  of  it  reached  by  a  difficult 
winding  stain^^ay)  and  the  other  half  in  the  basement  where  arti- 
ficial lights  must  ]^c  always  used.  The  basement  stack  floors  have 
been  condemned  in  annual  reports  for  many  years  past. 

If  a  wholly  new  central  building,  on  a  larger  site,  where  a 
more  dignified  approach  and  better  natural  light  could  be  secured, 
is  impracticable,  steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to  secaire  the  Gage 
property,  now  on  the  market.  By  erecting  a  new  building  for  the 
Circulating  and  Children's  department^,  unifonn  in  style  with  the 
edifice  of  1891,  and  fronting  on  Pearl  street,  the  reasonable  needs 
of  the  librar)'  could  be  met  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  total  circulation  for  the  year  was  2*36,357,  an  increase  of 
4,635  or  2  ])er  cent,  over  the  extraordinary  figures  of  1908.  As 
this  has  been  a  year  of  relative  busines.^  pro?iperity  as  compared 
with  the  general  depression  of  last  year,  the  gain  of  2  per  cent., 
which  seems  insignificant  as  compared  with  the  18  per  cent,  gain 
of  190S,  must  bo  torniod  encouraging.  Our  gains  in  circulation 
have  not  been  uniformlv  steadv.     Three  times  ^vithin  the  last 
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nineteen  years  a  losa  haa.beeu  reported.  The  first  time,  in  isai- 
9?,  no  cause  ivas  assigned  in  the  Librarian's  re^>ort.  The  second 
time,  in  1897-98,  "resumption  of  business"  and  "the  Spanish 
war"  were  thi^  reasons  given;  again,  in  1901-'02,  "repairs  on  build- 
ing'' were  alleged.  In  other  years  an  increase,  tliough  highly  ir- 
regular, was  reported. 

At  the  nine  delivery  stations  good  work,  as  a  whole,  has  been 
done.  The  total  number  of  volumes  here  circulated  was  20,446,  a 
gain  of  799  or  4  per  cent.  The  only  station  maintained  at  a  dis- 
tinct loE^  is  that  at  South  AVorcester,  where  the  circtilation  was 
only  261,  or  820  less  than  any  other.  I  recommend  that  this 
statio-n  be  abolished  and  a  reading  room  be  tried  in  its  place.  Such 
a  room,  with  a  reasonable  equipment  of  magazines,  newspapers  and 
books  for  circulation,  could  he  maintained,  as  was  stated  earlier, 
for  about  $750,  A  beginning  of  branch  libraries  must  be  under- 
taken somewhere  and  at  onco.    Here  is  distinctly  an  opening. 

CIBCULATION  THROUGH  DELIVERY  STATIONS. 
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III  the  matters  of  renewing,  reserving  and  receiving  recom- 
mendations for  new  books,  we  practiw?  n  liberal  policy,  in  ad- 
vance of  many  excellent  libraries'.    In  rcsening  special  books  for 
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individual  readers  this  is  particularly  the  ease.  Taking  the  na- 
tural standpoint  of  the 'public  that  it  is  exasperating  to  apply 
lepeatedly  for  a  book  desired,  and  as  often  be  told  that  it  is  out — 
on  the  analogy  of  **line  bus]^^^  in  telephone  practice — ^we  now  re- 
sene,  on  jmyment  of  one  cent  for  the  notice,  any  book  whether 
new  or  old,  fiction  or  non-fiction.  Tliough  this  occupies  practi- 
cally all  the  time  of  one  of  the  most  valued  assistants,  and  8,867 
\\Titten  notices  were  sent,  I  believe  it  to  be  a  practice  which  is 
highly  gratifying  to  our  patrons. 

A  plan  for  the  rearrangement  of  desks  and  charging  equip- 
ment, to  allow  freer  accet^s  to  the  stacks  and  a  more  accurate  and 
expeditious  method  of  sening  the  public,  has  been  devised  by  the 
head  of  the  department  and  approved  by  the  Librarian. 

Our  library  should  have  a  separate  room  for  the  t)ooks  on 
industrial  or  mochanicnl  arts,  where  all  the  modem  literature  on 
these  subjects,  tosrether  with  our  excellent  files  of  bound  and  un- 
bound periodicals,  could  be  freely  accessible  to  the  many  artisans 
of  this  great  manufacturing  city.  With  our  new  Trade  school 
soon  to  be  opened  wo  should  thus  show  ourselves  to  be  co-operat- 
ing in  the  fine  work  of  enabling  the  mechanic  to  make  himself  a 
better  craftsman  and  to  earn  more  pay.  The  Gazette  and  Speci- 
fications of  the  Patent  OlTice  would  of  course  be  transferred  thi- 
ther, removed  to  their  proper  place  from  their  present  silly  and 
wholly  illogical  location  in  the  Ladies'  reading  room.  To  effect 
this  I  propose  to  take,  at  a  cost  of  about  $275,  the  west  ell  of  the 
south  portion  of  the  newspaper  road  in  <r  room,  erecting  a  partitioTi 
from  wall  to  wall,  and  convertin;:-  two  of  the  forms  into  reading 
tablos.  So  much  s])aoe  is  now  wasted  in  this  groat  room  that  no 
newspapers  noo<l  ho  actually  rcinovod  from  it. 

Til  is  fact,  ^ontlrnn^n,  sliould  bo  constantly  Ijorno  in  mind  that 
our  Ciroulatinu  T>('|)artment  is  that  in  which  we  come  closest  to 
the  taxpayor:  by  plonsinir  him  horo  wo  s1ia11  induce  him  to  regard 
with  I'avor  our  whole  institution. 

Referexce  Department. 

'r\\L'  Iloforonce  Department  is  fortunate  in  the  installation  of 
tunirston  liirhts  last  Mav.     T>iirhtin<r    oonditions,     in    fact,    were 
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thereby  changed  from  a  condition  well  nigh  intolerable  to  one 
wholly  satisfactory.  The  entire  cost  of  the  installation,  together 
with  that  for  new  lamps  bought,  with  $89  besides,  has,  in  seven 
months,  been  saved  by  this  admirable  improvement.  No  time 
should  be  lost  in  equipping  the  Circulating  and  Children's  de- 
partments in  like  manner.  The  reading  rooms  are  already  fully 
or  mostly  supplied  with  tungsten  lamps. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  department  has  increased  to 
91,042,  a  gain  of  1,965  over  last  year.  This  number  includes  663 
gifts  and  many  volumes  of  bound  periodicals.  Many  valuable 
works  might  properly  be  added  to  the  Green  Library,  rather  than 
the  Reference  Doj^nrtinenty  exee))t  for  the  restriction  regarding 
use  within  the  building.  Anything  but  bound  newspapers  is  likely 
to  bo  wanted  for  use  outside  the  building.  Even  this  statement 
mu?t  be  modified,  as  it  was  but  lately  that  an  attorney  asked  for 
the  loan,  for  use  in  court,  of  a  bound  volume  of  a  local  paper. 
There  is  therefore  practically  no  book  in  the  library  which  may 
not.  at  some  time,  be  ro(\uo>itcd  for  home  use. 

Of  the  90,571  volumo>  u.<od  within  the  building,  84.148  repre- 
sent the  regular  daily  charges,  mi  increase  of  4,3.5f)  or  .")  ])cr  cent, 
over  last  year.  Tt  is  my  l)elief  that  a  high  grade  of  efficiency  as 
well  as  of  willinirness  and  persistency  in  pursuing  investigation, 
has  characterized  the  work  of  the  department.  T  trust  that  at 
least  some  of  you  gentlemen  have  seen  enough  <^f  our  methods 
and  results  to  corroborate  this  view. 

An  incn^asin""  freedom  lias  been  uranted  in  the  home  use  of 
books  not  in  eonsiant  demand.  That  our  patrons  appreciate  this 
privilege  is  evidenced  from  the  increase  of  990  volumes  or  57  per 
cent,  thus  l<ianod.  Of  the  "39  volumes  re])orted  as  missing  from 
this  depnrtmenl  not  one  was  regularly  charged.  Our  guiding  prin- 
ci]>le  here  is  that  an  actual  demand  for  a  hook  takes  precedence 
over  an  imajiinary  one,  and  that  it  is  manifestly  unfair  to  refuse 
the  legitimate  home  us(»  of  a  book,  unless  the  rigliis  of  others  are 
likely  to  he  infringed  by  granting  the  privilege. 

Our  file«  of  bound  masrazines  and  the  use  which  thev  enjov 
are  a  just  cause  for  ]U'ide.  The  54?  titles  of  periodicals  currently 
received  represent  all  ihe  best  general  and  many  special  ones  on 
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a  great  variety  of  subjects.  Of  by  far  the  greater  number  wc 
have  complete  sets,  many  of  an  almost  priceless  value.  During  the 
early  autumn,  with  the  co-oporation  of  Clark  University  and  the 
Polvtechnic  Institute,  the  list  was  revised,  and  alK)ut  forty  of 
tho^e  seldom  or  never  used,  have  been  discontinued. 

General  catalogues  of  ])ul)lic  libraries  are  now  but  rarely  print- 
ed, special  hsts  nnd  bulletins  being  issued  instead.  The  mo^t  im- 
portant list  published  during  the  past  year  is  on  "Arts  and 
Crafts  (October,  1909)  giving  lists  of  books  and  magazine  refer- 
ences on  pottery,  weaving,  metal  work,  basketr}',  etc.  For  the 
coming  year  a  complete  or  si^lected  list  on  the  fine  arts  In  general, 
in  which  this  library  is  particularly  strong,  is  desirable. 

The  condition  of  the  magazine  reading  room  emphasizes  the 
need  of  a  new^  building.  Poorly  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  ser\'- 
ing  of  necessity  as  a  passage  way  for  runners  between  the  de- 
partments, this  room  is  a  sorry  substitute  for  the  ideal.  Reading 
space,  too,  is  insulhcient,  and  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoons 
extra  chairs  often  have  to  be  brought  in.  Tlie  newspaper  room, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  wasteful  of  space,  economies  in  which  I 
have  already  outlinoil.  The  question  of  supplying  local  papers  in 
a  public  library  is  a  serious  one.  Realizing  their  constant  use  and 
multiplication  here,  I  make  no  suggestion  for  their  discontinu- 
ance, merely  pointing  out  that  the  task  of  keeping  the  entrance 
floor  reasonably  decent  from  the  careless  and,  as  it  often  seems, 
malicious  practices  of  filthy  spitters  and  tobacco-chewers,  often 
seems  a  hopeless  one. 

The  record  of  Sunday  use  of  the  reference  library  and  maga- 
zine room  showFi  an  increase  in  attendance  of  2.81;]  or  14  per  cent., 
but  a  use  of  66  books  less,  or  1  per  cent,  than  for  1908.  The  holi- 
day use  ha5  decreased  both  in  attendance  and  number  of  hooks 
used,  28  per  cent,  and  '27  ]>cr  cent,  respectively.  This  must  be  at- 
tributed chiefl}  to  the  remarkable  attendance  of  1,417  cm  Wash- 
ington's Birthdav,  1908,  (Saturdav)  compared  with  761  this  vear. 
There  are  only  seven  holidavs  anvwav.  so  that  weather  conditions, 
from  year  to  year,  would  greatly  aifoct  this  question. 

Among  the  1965  additions  to  the  department  two  of  unique 
interest  are  fifty  of  the  Halliday  photogra]^hs  of  famous  old  house** 


17]  FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY.  383 

of  New  England  and  fifty  hand-colored  photographs  of  Massachu- 
setts wild  flowers.  The  latter  were  chosen  with  the  kind  assistance 
of  Mr.  Joseph  Jackson.  These  purchases  of  photographs,  in  the 
direction  suggested  recently  by  Dr.  Stanley  Hall,  by  no  means  re- 
present new  kinds  of  accessions  to  our  library. 

From  the  Reference  Librarian's  report  I  quote:  "The  great- 
est need  felt  in  this  department  is  for  more  room— stack  room  and 
places  for  various  study  classes."  This  quotation  I  most  heartily 
endorse.  This  is  the  third  year  that  estimates  for  finishing  the 
sixth  stack  have  been  made,  onlv  to  be  cut  out  from  lack  of  funds. 
Our  space  for  shelving  is  growing  more  congested  every  month, 
and  we  greatly  need  the  relief  proposed.  The  time-honored  argu- 
ment for  horizontal  newspaper  shelving  need  not  now  be  repeated. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  newspaper  files  cannot  be  replaced  by  any 
summary  method  known  to  nio;  our  own  excellent  collection 
should  not  be  allowed  to  deteriorate  from  the  warping  and 
wrenching  necessarily  incident  to  standing  upright. 

The  need  of  a  study  room  is  equally  pref?sing  and  the  more 
serious  from  the  fact  that  I  can  suggest  no  remedy  short  of  an 
addition  to  the  building.  Of  the  two  study  rooms  formerly  at 
our  disposal  one  is  now  occupied  by  the  dirocton*  and  the  other 
by  Mr.  Green.  The  frequent  and  reasonable  requests  for  study 
rooms  where  absolute  seclusion  can  be  obtained  we  have  to  denv 
or  compromise  by  various  makeshifts.  All  signs  point  to  the 
pressing  need  of  a  new  library  building. 


ARTS   DEPARTMENT. 

The  increased  activity  at  the  kit  ^Museum,  manifested  through 
their  classes  in  the  fine  and  applied  arts,  has  influenced  greatly 
the  work  of  this  department,  and  has  given  us  a  joyful  opportun- 
ity to  co-operate  with  the  oflicers  there  in  a  manner  highly  agree- 
able to  us,  and,  I  trust,  of  benefit  to  them.  Both  Miss  Gardiner^s 
and  Mr.  Michie's  classes  have  been  frequent  visitors,  and  have 
worked  in  a  systematic  manner.  We  believe  the  future  has  much 
more  in  store  for  us  in  this  kind  of  opportunity. 
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Of  the  eight  exhibitions  held,  attended  by  3,244  people,  the 
most  popular  was  the  Lincoln  centennial,  to  which  the  library^s 
individual  contribution  was  small  in  comparison  to  the  varied  and 
priceless  treasures,  including  books,  engravings,  newspapers, 
medals,  coins  and  many  other  memorabilia,  most  generously 
loaned  by  many  Worcester  people.  To  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Thayer 
we  are  particularly  indebted  for  lending  her  fine  collection  of  over 
sixty  plates  and  mementos. 

Other  exhibitions  have  been  made  more  attractive  by  the  trav- 
eling photographs  of  the  Library  Art  Club,  of  which  we  are  now 
a  member.  This  club  has  furnished  plates  on  Plymouth,  Sar- 
gent, Wliistler,  Dutch  architecture  and  Walter  Crane,  to  which 
our  department  has,  of  course,  severally  contributed. 

x\rt  and  study  classes  have  made  an  increasingly  large  use  of 
our  facilities.  Chief  among  these  have  been:  the  Art  Depart- 
ment of  the  Woman's  Club  (German  art),  the  Hall  Club  (Ameri- 
can art),  and  the  Holden  Club  (Italian  art).  On  October  30th  the 
Librarian  addressed  the  Worcester  Art  Students  Club  on  the  faci- 
lities offered  by  our  librar}'  for  the  study  of  art. 

With  nil  our  fino  collection  wo  have  often  been  obliged  to 
borrow.  frc(|uent]y  for  the  reason  that  our  best  material  is  in  the 
Green  libra rv  and  eannot  be  taken  out.  As  the  operation  of  the 
Green  becjuest  seems  likely  to  continue  for  a  long  time  to  come,  it 
ap])ears  necessary  either  to  buy  some  less  expensive  pictures  with 
city  money,  or  to  make  ourselves  an  intolerable  bore  to  the  Forbes 
libi-ary  at  Northampton,  which  has  displayed  marvellous  patience 
and  generosity  over  our  many  importunities. 

The  book  talk  on  material  relating  to  geography  and  polar  ex- 
ploration, given  on  September  16th  by  Mr.  Robert  M.  Brown  of 
the  Normal  School,  was  appreciated  by  an  audience  of  eighty, 
mostly  teachers. 

A  card  catalogue  by  author  and,  when  desirable,  by  subject  or 
title,  of  all  the  material  in  the  de])artment  is  now  in  active  prep- 
aration. Our  exeellent  e-ollection  of  over  1.000  photographs  is 
bein<r  indexed  first,  and  about  half  of  this  work  is  now  finished. 
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CHILDREN'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie  trend  of  the  welfare  movement  today  is  toward  the  child. 
Sociologists  agree  that  to  maJve  permanent  impressions  on  charac- 
ter, the  influence  should  be  exercised  constantly,  and  at  an  early 
age.  It  behooves  us,  tlicrefore,  to  look  with  special  care  at  the 
work  and  the  needs  of  our  children's  department. 

That  excellent  work  is  being  done  here  I  fully  believe.  The 
head  of  this  department  is  a  young  woman  of  experience  and 
broad  sympathy,  with  special  training  for  her  work.  Her  assist- 
ants are  well  fitted  for  their  special  duties,  possessing  those  posi- 
tive, magnetic  qualities,  necessary  in  reaching  out  to  meet  and 
welcome  young  children  who  too  often  have  no  idea  at  all  of  their 
reason  for  coming  to  the  library. 

The  statistics  of  circulation  show  a  total  of  122,460,  indicat- 
ing  a  gain  of  4,712  or  4  per  cent,  over  last  year.  Of  this  circula- 
tion 79,573  represents  the  Ikuuc  u>e  and  42.887  from  other  agencies. 
These  latter  are  specifically:  forty-two  public-  schools,  two  pri- 
vate schools,  four  Sunday  schools,  two  clubs  and  one  •settlement 
house.  Regarding  these  statistics  1  (]uote  from  ^ris<  Higgins's  re- 
port: "The  figures  for  circulation  during  the  ])ast  year  show  a 
decrease  in  the  number  of  books  circulated  from  the  children's 
room,  and  a  more  than  eonvs])onding  increase  in  the  number  of 
b^ioks  circdlated  through  schools  and  other  extension  agencies. 
This  fact  f^eems  to  shoM'  that  children  are  willing  to  get  library 
books  from  the  nearest  convenient  point." 

The  impossibility  of  doing  business  in  an  orderly  and  syste- 
matic way  under  ])re«eiit  conditions  in  the  children's  room  is  also 
pointed  out.  This  is  because  children  can,  from  any  part  of  the 
room,  crowd  around  either  the  charging  or  discharging 'desk,  and 
make  confu^sion.  Till  this  is  remedied  Miss  Higgins  wisely  points 
out  that  it  is  well  to  center  our  efforts  on  extension  work;  or, 
more  specifically,  take  our  books  to  the  children  and  distribute 
them  at  such  places  a«5  we  can,  where  tho  work  can  be  carried  on 
properly  and  systematically,  rather  than  urge  the  young  people  to 
flock  to  the  librarv,  where  dissonance  and  disorder  can  scarcelv  be 
avoided,  when  they  come  in  crowds. 
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At  the  Gates  Lane  school  we  have  made  a  good  beginning, 
sending  an  assistant  to  char;:5e  and  discharge  books  after  school 
once  a  week;  at  Qiiinsigamond  wc  have  obtained  permission  to  do 
likewise,  and  hope  to  begin  work  there  in  January.  I  should  like 
$1,000  additional  book  appropriation  to  further  this  work  which  1 
believe  to  represent  our  best  opportunity  to  win  for  the  cause  of 
good  citizenship  the  boys  and  girls  of  tliis  groat  industrial  city. 

In  our  public  schools  we  aim  to  surround  the  children,  as  far 
as  possible,  \^ith  all  that  is  tasteful,  harmonious  and  at  least  fresh 
and  neat  in  appearance.  The  woodwork  and  plastering  of  the 
children's  room  both  need  immediate  attention.  The  walls  and 
ceilings  are  in  many  places  badly  blackened,  and  the  woodwork  in 
the  front  of  the  room  has  not  been  painted  since  the  room  was 
opened  in  1900.  Nature  having  done  her  best  by  causing  the  sun 
to  shine  here  all  day  lon«:,.  man  sliould  not  fail  to  do  his  duty  by 
applying,  when  needed,  an  occasional  coat  of  paint.  This,  gentle- 
men, is  an  active  and  efficient  department,  and  I  wish  that  m 
your  rounds  of  inspection  you  would  visit  it  at  its  busy  period. 

CATALOG  TE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  the  Catalogue  Departmeut  to  a  greater  degree 
than  any  other  suffers  this  drawback  that  any  prominence  which  it 
may  attain  i?  likely  to  bo  of  an  unpleasant  kind.  The  necessary 
reixniations  for  making  a  cataJosfiie  imiform  and  sennceable  are 
very  rigid.  As  a  consequence,  when  the  cataloguer's  work  is  well 
done,  it  falls  into  uniformity  with  its  brother  and  sister  cards  on 
either  side:  when  m  ronjjlv  done,  it  stands  in  hold  relief.  Our 
three  cataloeno*  demand  a  grroat  multiplication  of  cards,  and  there- 
fore of  patience  on  the  part  of  the  cataloguers.  Classification, 
which  is  also  the  naturnl  province  of  the  hoad  cataloguer,  is,  com- 
pared with  cataloguing,  a  singularly  inexact  and  arbitrary  science, 
openinrr  a  fruitful  field  for  the  exerdse  of  discrimination  and 
sound  iudirment. 

The  issue  of  the  monthly  bulletin  is  also  the  work  of  this 
department,  and  makes,  I  believe,  a  welcome  break  in  daily  rou- 
tine. Judicious  annotation  adds  greatly  to  the -value  of  a  bulletin 
and  this  we  aim  to  secure.     Special  reading  lists  are  appended  as 
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occasion  and  money  permit;  this  year  they  liave  been  printed  on 
psychic  science  (December,  1908),  Al)raham  Lincoln  (February), 
gardens  and  gardening  f^lay),  tuberculosis  (July). 

The  printed  cards  received  regularly  for  new  books  from  the 
Librar}''  of  Congress  are  a  continued  s^atisfaotion  and  relief  to  the 
department.  The  work  done  upon  them  i>  ?o  thorough  that  we 
are  rarolv  able  to  discover  anv  desirable  information  omitted  from 
them.  The  analytical  cards  from  the  rnblishing  Board  of  the 
American  Library  Association  are  of  so  special  a  character  that  we 
shall  probably  discontinue  their  use  to  some  extent. 

The  use  of  the  typewriter  (Smith  premier)  for  catalogue  cards 
is  no  longer  an  experiment,  but  an  assured  success. 

GIFTS  AND  LOANS. 

Since  exchanges  of  library  publiftitions  arc  now  so  common, 
it  seems  unnecessaiT  to  acknowledge  regular  reports,  bulletins, 
etc.,  either  in  a  printed  report  or  by  mail  when  received.  In  com- 
mon with  many  libraries,  we  have  discontinued  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  regular  library  publications.  Among  our  chief  donors 
the  national  £rovernnient  still  stands  easily  first  with  the  Couinion- 
wealth  of  Massachusetts  second.  To  these  and  to  many  others  we 
are  deeply  grateful. 

To  Dr.  Gage  for  his  faithful  care  of  our  grounds  during  many 
years  we  can  never  again  express  our  personal  thanks.  What  would 
have  othenvise  been  but  a  backyard,  indifferently  oared  for,  was 
by  his  fostering  care  transformed  into  a  veritable  garden,  a  joyful 
spot  in  v.hich  to  spend  a  spare  moment  on  any  summer  day.  Learn- 
ing last  season  of  Dr.  Gage's  regret  that  our  yard  was  little  used 
I  mentioned  the  fact  to  my  assistants,  and  \\as  gratified  to  be  told 
later  that  our  kind  neighl>or  afterwards  expressed  satisfaction  at 
seeing  our  assistants  spending  their  leisure  time  in  a  spot  which 
hip  loving  faithfulness  had  rendered  ch'irming. 

ASSISTANTS. 

This  librarv  is  fortunate  in  bavins:  an  ellicient  and  harmon- 
ious  staff  of  assistants.  The  doctrine  of  service  is  preached  to 
them  on  all  possible  occasions,  and,  whenever  any  lack  of  attention 
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to  the  wants  of  our  patrons  is  obsenoil.  I  trust  that  it  may 
promptly  be  re])<)rte(l.  Our  monthly  stalT  meetings,  at  which  we 
talk  over  library  problems,  doings  and  various  matters  of  com- 
mon interest,  have  helped,  I  believe,  to  focus  and  centralize  our 
efforts  on  the  one  great  principle  of  service. 

Miss  Ruby  Allen,  after  an  efficient  senice  of  six  years,  re- 
signed from  the  Circulating  Department  in  October  to  be  married. 
Her  place  has  been  filled  from  the  eligible  list  by  ^liss  Ruth  Ro- 
dier.  In  Febniarv^  ^liss  Donahue  was  appointed  Junior  Assistant 
in  the  Reference  Department,  and  in  November  Miss  Beaman, 
Senior  Assistant  in  the  Reference  and  Arts  Departments.  Miss 
Brightman,  who  had  l>een  working  on  partial  time  in  the  Cata- 
logue Department,  was  appointed  Junior  Assistant  there  in  No- 
vember. 

For  the  staunchest  of  loyal  co-operation  afforded  to  me  uni- 
formly during  these  first  months  of  my  administration,  I  thank 
them  all  from  the  bottom  of  mv  heart.  To  vou,  wntlemen  of 
the  Board,  I  owe  the  heaviest  debt  of  gratitude  for  electing  me 
to  this  dignified  and  important  olliee,  and,  in  spite  of  the  mistakes 
which  I  hfivc  made,  for  giving  me  yiMir  hwirty  supj>ort  throughout 
the  year. 

TJBK.ARIAN'S   ACCOUNT. 

City  op  AVorcester, 
Free  Public  Library,  Jan.  12,  1909. 

We.  tlie  undersigned,  have  cxamint'd  the  account  of  Samuel 
S.  Green,  Librarian,  from  December  1,  1908,  the  date  of  the  last 
settlement,  and  find  that  it  stands  as  follows: 

Cash  balance  in  Librarian's  hands,  December 

1,  1908,                                                             $114  17 

Received  for  fines,                                                   105  20 

Received  for  copies  of  catalogues,  etc..                   3  15 

Received  for  books  lost  or  injured  and  paid  for,     2  75 

Received  for  sale  of  waste  paper,  15 

Deposits  of  stranjrers  in  takinir  out  books,              9  00 

Miscellaneous,  76 

$295  LS 
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Paid  Mr.  DeAVitt  Clinton,  City  Treasurer,        288  78 
Deposits  returned,  2  00 

Miscellaneous,  4  40 

$295  18 


Examined  and  approved, 

EDWARD  J.  McMAHOX. 
Chairman,  Finance  Committee. 


City  op  Worcester, 
Free  Public  Library,  Dec.  1, 1909. 

AVe,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  the  account  of  Robert 
K.  Shaw,  Librarian,  from  Jannar}^  13,  1909,  and  find  that  it  stands 
as  follows: 

Cash  bahnice  in  Librarian's  hands,  January 

13,  1909,  $000  00 

Received  for  fines,  1,161  07 

Received  for  copies  of  catalogues,  etc.,  17  00 

Received  for  books  lost,  or  injured,  and  paid 

for,  19  69 

Received  from  sale  of  wa.-to  pa])cr,  12  06 

Received  from  sale  of  packing  boxes,  10  45 

Received  from  sale  of  old  iron,  copper  and 

brass,  63  22 

Depofsits  of  <5tran<rc*rs  in  taking  out  books,  20  00 

Received  for  witness  fee.  60 

$1,304  09 

l^fonev  rof nndcnl  for  books  lost  but  found  and 

returned,  .  $1   70 

Paid   :\rr.  DoWitt  riinion.    City    Treasurer, 

for  fines,  etc.,  1.138  98 

Deposit?  returned,  27  00 
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Balance  in  Librarian's  hands,    December    1, 

1909,  136  41 

$1,304  09 

Examined  and  approved, 

EDWAED  J.  McMAHOX, 
CHARLES  T.  TATMAX, 
ALEXANDER  BELISLE, 

Finance  Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  K.  SHAAV, 

Librarian. 


REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE 

ON    FINANCE. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Free  Public  Library : — 

The  roiitine  duties  of  app^o^ing  all  the  monthly  bills  of  the 
library,  preparation  of  quarterly  estimates,  regulation  of  insurance, 
and  manv  other  matters  of  necessary  detail,  have  been  attended 
to  at  their  proper  times.  The  Committee  believes  that  the  library 
property  is  being  well  cared  for  and  its  funds  economically  man- 
aged. Its  members  believe  thoroughly  in  the  adequate  remunera- 
tion of  assistants,  and  salaries  have  been  advanced  as  far  as  funds 
permit.  There  are  many  deserving  cases  in  which  promotion 
must  be  postponed,  as  a  balance  has  to  be  preserved  in  the  spend- 
ing of  city  money. 

Statements  relative  to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  last 
vear,  and  to  the  condition  of  the  various  funds  under  our  care, 
for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1909,  are  hereby  presented: 

An  increase  of  $1,000  in  the  City  Appropriation  was  secured, 
making  that  amount  $41,000;  the  amount  received  from  dog 
licenses,  etc.,  $6,236.41;  from  fines,  the  sale  of  catalogues,  etc., 
$1,460.18,  making,  with  the  balance  of  $094.69  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  a  total  of  J?49,391.38.  The  expenditures  aggregated 
$48,526.87.  The  unexpended  balance,  November  30,  1909,  is 
therefore  $864.41.  Of  tliis  balance  all  but  $8.50  belongs  in  the 
salary  account.  Various  absences,  substitutions  and  reorganiza- 
tions in  the  janitorial  service  have  necessitated  carrying  over  con- 
siderable balances  here. 

The  Green  Library  Fund  now  amounts  to  ^58,412.05,  an  in- 
crease of  $631.89  during  the  past  year. 

The  amount  of  the  Librarian's  Fund  is  now  $8,320.44,  an  in- 
crease of  $320.85. 
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The  amount  of  the  Beading  Room  Fund  If  $9,180.94.  Tho 
report  of  the  City  Treasurer  as  treasurer  of  the  Reading  Room 
Fund  is  appended  to  thi«  report,  and  in  that  report  the  railroad 
stocks  owned  bv  the  fund  are,  according  to  custom,  recorded  at 
par  value. 

The  Henry  W.  F^rown  Fund  amounts  to  $1-11.?1. 

The  Committee  lias  examined  the  sec^irities  of  the  Green  Li- 
brary, Tiihrarian.  Readin":-Room  and  llenrv  W.  Brown  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Citv  Treasurer  and  tliev  correspond  witli  the  schedule 
and  the  Treasurer's  accounts  have  been  audited  and  found  to  be 
correct. 

The  account  of  the  Librarian  haft  been  examined  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  many  pressing  needs  of  the  various  departments  have 
had  careful  consideration,  and  a  fully  itemized  table  of  estimates 
for  the  coming  fiscal  year  has  l)een  prepared.  We  believe  that 
with  growing  needs  in  a  growing  city  our  appropriation  should  be 
yearly  increased,  and  look  with  confidence  toward  such  increase 
heiufr  accorrled  us  in  ."lanuarv. 

EDWAED  J.  McMAHOX. 
CHARLES  T.  TATMAN, 
ALEXANDER  BEIJSLE, 

f'oniniittoo  on  Finniu-i'. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 

THE    LIBRARY. 


To  the  Directors : — 

The  Committee  on  the  Library,  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
of  the  Boanl,  has,  during  the  past  year,  examined  and  approved 
for  purchase  the  lists  of  books  submitted  each  month  by  the  Li- 
brarian. Tt  has,  obedient  to  the  rule,  made  its  annual  examination 
of  the  library,  and  reports  that  building,  equipment,  books, 
pamphlets,  ])hotograph?.  etc.,  are  in  good  condition. 

In  addition  to  its  routine  duties,  the  Committee  has  acted  in 
manv  matters  referred  to  it  bv  the  Board  as  follows: 

Earlv  in  the  year  it  endor-^ed  the  action  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Xew  York  Public  library  in  j)rotestiug  against  the  bill  in  Con- 
gress to  curtail  privileges  of  libraries  in  importing  books  duty  free. 
It  also  recommended  sending  a  copy  of  this  ])rotest  to  eacli  mem- 
ber of  the  Massachusetts  delegation  in  Congress. 

In  view  of  the  change  in  the  lihrarianship  of  the  library,  and 
of  the  changed  conditions  involved,  the  Committee  recommended 
the  abolition  of  the  olfice  of  Assistant  Librarian.  It  investigated 
the  questicm  of  aj)pointing  a  "Reference  and  Arts  Librarian  and 
(recommended  the  appointment  of  ^liss  Oraer  W.  Wood,  already  a 
member  of  the  library  statT.  to  fill  thesi'  two  ])osition<. 

The  question  of  establishing  a  bi-anch  library  in  South  Wor- 
cester was  referred  to  thf  (*ommitti.'e  and  an  investigation  of  the 
conditions  wa«  madr.  The  cstablislnnent  of  snch  a  branch  ^vas 
deemed  highly  advisaljlo,  bnt  lack  of  axailable  funds  under  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  current  year  prevented  any  formal  recom- 
mendation from  the  Committee  at  the  i)resent  time. 

Early  in  the  year  the  matter  of  ])lanning  a  fitting  celebration 
of  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  library,  Decem- 
ber 23,  IJ^.^O.  was  referred  to  thi«  Committee.     Later  full  power  to 


394  CITY  DOCUMENT — NO.  64.  [28 

act  was  conferred.  The  plans  ultimately  formulated  were  success- 
fully carried  out  in  formal  exercises,  Thursday  evening,  December 
23,  1909,  as  elsewhere  noted  in  this  report. 

The  question  of  establishing  in  this  librar}'  a  Rent  Collection 
of  books,  chiefly  works  of  fiction,  was  carefully  considered;  it  did 
not  seem  advisable  to  the  Committee,  however,  to  recommend  the 
establishment  of  such  a  collection  at  the  present  time. 

To  the  Committee  was  referred  the  reprinting  of  the  rules  of 
the  Board.  As  this  involved  sundry  minor  changes  in  wording  and 
expression,  the  matter  was,  after  due  consideration  by  the  Commit- 
tee, rejjorted  back  to  the  Board  for  final  approval,  with  suggested 
changes  noted. 

This  Committee  recommended  the  ])rinting  of  a  small  hand- 
book, in  connection  with  the  celebration  of  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary of  the  founding  of  the  library,  the  handl>ook  to  contain  in- 
formation of  fireneral  interest  as  to  the  librarv,  its  resources,  etc. 

On  the  30th  of  November  the  Committee  held  an  examination 
for  the  ])osition  of  Junior  Assistant.  This  examination  was  both 
written  and  oral,  the  oral  involving  the  personal  appearance  of 
each  candidate  before  the  Committee  on  the  Librarv.  All  mem- 
bers  of  the  committee  were  present  at  this  oral  examination,  took 
part  in  questioning  the  candidates  and  gave  a  rating  to  each  one, 
this  rating  forming  part  of  the  fmal  mark  of  the  candidate.  Seven- 
teen young  women  presented  themselves  for  the  examination  and 
fourteen  passed  the  tests  with  grade  sufTiciently  high  to  secure  a 
place  on  the  eligible  list.  The  committee  was  impressed  with  the 
excellence  or'  the  material  thus  pro.-ontod  and  made  available  for 
a]>]>ointm('nt  to  the  ?taff  of  the  librarv. 

ZELOTES  WOOD  COOMBS, 

Chairman. 

CHARLES  T.  TATMAX, 
W.  .7.  DEXHOLM, 
G.  E.  WIKE, 
HENRY  L.  PABKEB, 

CouHuittee  on  the  Library. 


REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE 
ON   THE   BUILDING. 


To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors : — 

During  the  past  year  tungsten  lights  have  been  installed  in 
the  Green  Reference  Library,  and  in  seven  months  the  library 
light  bill  was  reduced  $204  under  that  of  last  year,  or  25  per  cent. 
The  committee  recommends  that  during  the  coming  year  an  addi- 
tional amount  of  $180  to  $200  be  spent  to  extend  the  lighting  by 
tungsten  lamps  to  the  circulation  department  and  the  Chil- 
dren's Department.  It  is  believed  that  this  expenditure  would  be 
reimbursed  in  the  savins:  of  cuiTent. 

A  portion  of  the  ceiling  in  the  Circulating  Department  and  a 
portion  of  the  ceiling  in  the  Children's  Department  have  been 
covered  with  canvas,  making,  it  is  believed,  a  durable  repair. 

The  committee  discovered  that  the  basement  floor  under  the 
stacks  in  the  old  building  was  giving  way  and  investigation  re- 
vealed the  fact  that  the  timbers  were  rotting  and  crumbling.  These 
timbers  have  been  replaced  with  new,  and  there  is  no  further 
danger  of  collapse. 

]Minor  improvements  and  repairs  during  the  year  include  the 
refinishing  of  window-sills  and  casings  on  the  south  and  west  sides 
of  the  new  building;  ten  brass  kick  plates  applied  to  the  doors  at 
four  different  entrances;  the  removal  of  the  storm  porch  and  the 
Ughting  of  the  western  steprs  at  the  entrance  of  the  old  building; 
drawing  and  painting  of  sashes  on  both  buildings;  repairing  of 
leaks:  changes  in  steam- piping,  etc. 

During  the  coming  year  the  halls  in  the  new  building,  the 
basement  and  Children's  Department  in  the  old  building,  should 
be  tinted.    The  estimated  cost  for  this  work  is  $446. 

The  floors  in  the  newspaper  room  and  the  basement  stacks 
are  so  much  worn  that  they  should  be  either  relaid  or  covered 
^vith  linoleum.    The  e«*timated  cost  for  linoleum  is  $560. 
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The  coininittee  thinks  it  proper  to  allude  to  the  close  per- 
sonal supervision  given  by  the  Librarian  during  the  past  year,  to 
matters  pertaining  to  tlie  upkeep  of  the  building,  the  results  of 
which  have  been  valuable. 

F.  R.  BATCHELDER, 
\V.  J.  DENllOLM. 

Committee  on  the  Building. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON 
THE  READING  ROOM. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  :~ 

No  extradordinary  changes  have  taken  place  in  any  of  the 
rooms  under  the  care  of  the  Committee.  The  jxitronage  has  been 
steady  and  normal.  The  room  for  magazines  should  he  enlarged, 
as  it  is  no  infrequent  occurrence  to  have  all  chairs  occupied  and 
extra  seats  broujjht  in. 

A  jrratifvinfir  use  has  been  made  of  l)oth  ma;j:azines  and  news- 
papers.  The  Sunday  attendance  has  increased  14  per  cent,  over 
last  year,  but  the  holiday  use  has  fallen  off.  This  is  due  largely  to 
the  fact  that  Washington's  birthday  in  1908  came  on  Saturday, 
when  the  remarkable  record  of  1,417  for  the  reference  and  read- 
ing rooms  was  reached.  Quiet  and  good  order  we  believe  to  have 
been  uniformlv  maintained. 

Mutilation  of  magazines  and  newspapers  has  decreased,  duo, 
in  part,  to  a  rearrangement  of  tables  in  the  magazine  room  which 
allows  closer  supervision  by  the  attendant.  In  this  room  it  ha^ 
been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Forty  periodicals,  mostly  of  a  very  technical  character  and 
seldom  or  never  used,  have  been  discontinued,  on  the  Librarian  s 
recommendation.  I'he  amount  thus  saved  to  the  Iibrar}%  includ- 
ing the  cost  of  binding,  was  over  $200.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  newspapers  are  currently  received  and  542  periodicals. 

The  practice  of  a  single  person  monopolizing  a  newspaper 
for  hours  at  a  time,  especially  on  Sundays,  had  long  been  a  petty 
nuisance.  A  rule  limiting  the  use  of  one  newspaper  to  30 
minutes  has  recently  been  put  into  effect,  and  worked  admirably. 
What  has  been  remarkable,  no  complaints  on  this  score  have  been 
received. 

CHARLES  R.  JOIIXSOX, 
FRED'K.  H.  CHAMBERLAIX, 
BERNARD  S.  COXATY, 
Committee  on  Reading  Room. 


REPORT  OF  THE  REFERENCE 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Bobert  K.  Shaw,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors : — 

The  number  of  voluuies  in  the  reference  department  Jias 
been  increased  the  past  year  from  89,677  to  91,642,  including  663 
gifts.  So  large  an  ajnount  must  be  spent  each  year  for  periodicals, 
and  so  great  a  need  is  felt  for  putting  all  money  that  can  be 
spared  into  books  for  the  circulating  and  children's  departments 
that  the  reference  department  cannot  expect  many  additions. 
Among  the  year's  accessions  worthy  of  mention  are: 

Ashe,  S.  A'C.     History  of  North  Carolina.     Vol.  1. 
Besant.  W.    Earlv  Lojidon. 
6        Besant,  W.    London  in  the  Time  of  the  Stuarts. 
G        Blanchan,  X.    American  Flower  Garden. 
G        Burns,  R.     "Geddes  Bums." 

G        Catholic  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America;  to  Cele- 
brate the  Golden  Jubilee  of  liis  Holiness,  Pope  Pius 

X.    Vol.  1. 
G        Dawson,  W.  1..  and  Bowles,  J.  H.    Birds  of  Washington.  2 

vols. 
6         Dyer,  F.  H.    Compendium  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.    2 

vols. 
G         Halliday's  Photographs  of  Xew  England  Buildings.     (50). 
G         Hastings,  J.   ed.     Eneyclopa3dia    of    Religion   and  Ethics. 

Vol.  1.. 
G         Hubbard.  W.  L.     American  Histor}'  and  Encyclopaedia  of 

^hisic.     10  vols. 
Jackf5on.  S.  ^F.  ed.     The  new  SchafT-Herzog  Encyclopaedia 

of  religious  knowledge.    Vols.  1-4. 
Jacobus,  'S\.  W.  ed.    Standard  Bible  Dictionary. 
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James,  H.    Novels  and  Tales.    24  vols. 

Mitchell,  D.  G.     Works;  Edgewood  edition.     15  vols. 

Nelson's  Encyclopaedia.     12  vols. 

Nolhac.  P.  de.    Jardins  de  Versailles. 
G        Bepresentative  Men  and  Old  Kamilies  in  Rhode  Island.    2 

vols. 
G         Eohbins,  H.  E.    WiJd  Flower  Photo^aphs.    (50). 
G        Bubaiyat  of  Omar  Khayyam.  Facsimile  of  original  edition. 

Wilde,  0.    Works.    13  vols. 

90,571  volumes  were  used  for  reference  work  within  the  build- 
ing. Of  this  number  84,148  represent  the  regular  daily  charges, 
an  increase  of  4,356  over  the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year. 
Classes  used  6,423  in  addition.  No  account  has  been  kept  of 
volumes  from  the  open  reference  shelves  as  an  accurate  count  is 
an  impossibility.  There  have  been  circulated  2,828  volumes,  near- 
ly 1,000  more  than  a  year  ago.  These  have  been  taken  out  for 
periods  ranging  from  a  few  hours  to  one  month  as  the  occasions 
demanded.  This  circulation  of  reference  books  has  been  a  great 
assistance  to  many  users  and  the  greater  number  of  volumes  have 
been  taken  out  for  study.  Books  in  history  and  geuealogy  have 
been  most  in  demand  followed  in  order  by  literature,  miscellaneous 
periodicals;,  art,  education,  useful  arts,  science,  theology,  philoso- 
phy and  reports  of  societies. 

The  general  reference  research  work  has  covered  a  broad  range 
and  the  following  list  gives  some  idea  of  the  variety  of  requests: — 

What  relation  was  Dickens*  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
George  Hogarth,  to  William  Hogarth? 

What  is  the  Japanese  symbol  of  victory? 

Earthquakes  in  Massachusetts  since  1850. 

Dress  of  a  New  England  negro  slave  of  1704,  Parson  William's 
elave  in  particular,  for  pageant  at  Deerfield. 

Significance  of  the  word  Hope  in  many  names  in  Bhode 
Island. 

Industrial  schools  in  Germany. 

Account  of  the  Bay  Path  road. 

27 
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Clubs  and  classes  have  met  here  as  previously,  among  them 
the  Greek  class  from  the  Uigh  Scliool,  the  Thursday  Morning 
(/lub  and  Home  Club;  books  for  special  use  have  been  reserved  for 
various  classes  on  many  subjects  from  Milton  to  the  history  of 
arbitration. 

In  September  Mr.  E.  M.  Brown  of  the  Normal  School  gave  an 
iiAeresting  and  helpful  talk  on  books  of  exploration  which  waa 
attended  by  about  eighty  people,  many  teachers  among  the  num- 
ber. 

The  bulletin  board  has  called  attention  to  passing  events  and 
subjects  of  interest  and  collections  of  books  on  the  special  subject 
illustrated  placed  on  a  table  near. 

We  have  borrowed  from  other  libraries  84  volumes,  mostly  gen- 
ealogies and  works  in  French  literature,  the  latter  especially  for 
the  use  of  Mr.  Delagneau's  classes. 

In  the  Green  library  room  the  books  on  the  open  shelves  have 
been  rearranged  in  regular  classified  order  thus  making  the  loca- 
tion more  systematic,  and  many  new  ones  have  taken  the  place  of 
older  ones  removed. 

The  entire  reference  library  has  been  examined  by  the  shelf 
Kst,  a  difficult  piece  of  work  on  account  of  the  many  pamphlets, 
volumes  of  various  sizes  and  different  places  in  which  they  are 
kept.  Many  missing  volumes  have  been  found  and  a  list  made  of 
those  still  missing. 

The  worV  room  has  been  changed  from  the  lecture  hall  to  the 
old  directors'  room,  a  more  convenient  arrangement  as  it  is  nearer 
the  catalogue  room  anrl  elevator,  and  the  lecture  hall  is  left  free 
for  classes  and  study  for  which  purpose  it  is  in  great  demand, 
sometimes  not  having  tables  enough  for  all  requests. 

In  October  a  special  list  was  issued  on  arts  and  crafts  compiled 
by  the  assistants  in  this  department.  Already  it  has  proved  very 
helpful. 

The  periodical  list  has  been  revised  and  about  forty  of  a  scien- 
tific nature  and  little  used  dropped.  During  the  year  twenty-two 
new  subsCTiptions  have  been  added  and  the  following  of  these 
have  proved  especially  interesting  to  the  public: 
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American  Industries. 
Delineator. 
Success  Magazine. 
Travel  Magazine. 

The  magazine  room  is  at  all  times  well  filled  and  its  seating 
capacity  is  often  hardly  sufficient.  There  is  no  room  for  further 
accommodation  unless  the  Ladies'  Eeading  Room  is  thrown  into 
the  main  room.  By  a  rearrangement  of  tables  and  attendant's  desk 
a  better  supervision  of  the  room  can  be  kept,  and  during  the  last 
part  of  the  year  the  mutilations  and  thefts  have  been  mu,<5h  de- 
creased on  this  account.  A  large  number  of  periodicals  has  cir- 
culated and  on  the  whole  this  privilege  is  appreciated,  not  abused. 

The  Sunday  record  shows  an  increase  of  2,813  in  attendance, 
22,614  over  19,801,  but  a  use  of  66  books  less  than  last  year, 
5,614  in  place  of  5,680. 

The  holiday  use  is  less  in  both  attendance  and  books,  2,671 
people  this  3'ear,  while  last  there  were  3,412,  and  866  books,  last 
3,107.  This  decrease  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  less  people  are 
out  of  work  this  year,  and  many  of  these  doubtless  employed  holi- 
days. 

The  greatest  need  felt  in  this  department  is  for  more  room- 
stack  room,  and  places  for  various  study  classes. 

A  useful  arts  department  would  be  a  great  addition  to  the  li- 
brary, and  even  if  there  were  a  space  for  open  shelves  for  sets  of 
periodicals  on  this  subject  which  mechanics  and  others  interested 
would  feel  free  to  consult,  a  good  beginning  in  this  direction  could 
be  made. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GRACE  W.  WOOD, 

Reference  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ARTS   LIBRARIAN. 


To  Robert  K.  Shaw,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors : — 

There  have  been  held  during  the  past  year  eight  exhibitions  at- 
tended by  3,244  people.  For  these  1,444  plates  and  29G  volumes 
were  displayed. 

The  one  most  enjoyed  by  the  public  was  the  Lincoln  centennial 
celebration  and  owners  of  books,  manuscripts,  pictures  and  otiier 
memorials  of  Lincoln  were  most  generous  in  lending  them  for  this 
occasion.  Thanks  are  especially  due  Mrs.  Charles  M.  Thayer 
who  loaned  her  collection  of  over  sixty  plates  and  many  valuable 
manuscripts  and  mementos. 

The  other  exhibitions  covered  the  following  subjects:  Photo- 
graphs of  paintings  in  the  Louvre,  colored  plates  and  photographs 
of  works  of  the  old  masters,  drawings  by  pupils  of  evening  sc^hools, 
plates  of  Plymouth,  colored,  plates  of  flowers  (photographs  tinted 
by  hand),  illustrations  of  works  of  Sargent,  Whistler  and  other 
American  artists,  plates  of  architecture  of  the  Netheriands  and 
modem  Dutch  artists. 

The  library  has  become  a  member  of  the  Library  Art  Club 
and  through  this  may  receive  its  exhibits  regularly.  Thus  far  it 
has  had  plates  on  Plymouth,  Sargent,  Whistler,  Dutch  architec- 
ture, and  a  collection  of  colored  pictures  by  Walter  Crane  illus- 
trating his  books.  These  last  were  placed  in  the  children's  room 
where  they  were  properiy  appreciated. 

There  has  been  a  steadily  increasing  use  of  the  art  rooms  for 
class  meetings  and  study  and  the  west  art  room  has  been  pro- 
vided with  tables  for  reserved  books  which  are  at  all  times  well 
filled. 

The  Art  Department  of  the  Woman's  Club  at  present  studying 
German  art  holds  its  meetings  here.  For  their  later  meetings 
especially  there  has  been  ordered  a  set  of  Deutsche  Kunst  which 
is  composed  of  beautiful  photogravures  of  the  works  of  modem 
German  artists,  and  will  be  not  only  of  great  benefit  to  this  special 
club,  but  become  a  valuable  addition  to  the  art  collection. 
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The  Hall  Club  includes  in  its  present  program  five  meetings 
devoted  to  American  art  and  for  them  there  have  been  borrowed 
382  plates  for  use  at  the  homes  of  the  members.  Their  final 
meeting  is  to  be  here  in  I'ebruary. 

On  October  30  IMr.  Shaw  gave  a  talk  in  the  art  rooms  before 
the  Art  Students  Club  on  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  li- 
brary for  the  study  of  art  and  over  300  plates  and  90  volumes  illus- 
trated this. 

A  club  from  Holdcn  met  in  November  to  listen  to  a  paper  on 
Italian  art  by  Miss  Carrie  Hildreth.  To  illustrate  her  talk  a  selec- 
tion from  the  photo£rra])hp  was  hung  on  the  walls. 

The  art  museum  must  of  necessity  increase  the  art  use  here 
and  has  already  called  out  many  works  little  known  previously. 
Miss  Gardiner's  class  on  sculpture  has  found  much  material  both 
in  books  and  plates  of  help.  Mr.  Michie's  class  has  begun  to  con- 
sult architectural  plates. 

The  totr.l  club  use  has  been  826  plates,  198  volumes,  544 
people. 

Forbes  Library  lias  been  most  generoihs  in  lending  its  photo- 
graphs and  wo  hnvc  been  obliged  to  ask  various  loans  from  it,  as 
this  library  contain^  so  little  that  can  be  circulated  on  account  of 
being  purchased  with  Green  librar}'  funds.  It  seems  as  if  a  sum 
of  money  should  be  expended  for  a  collection  of  plates,  smaller 
and  less  expensive,  that  may  be  taken  out.  Requests  of  this  kind 
are  becomin.ir  more  and  more  frequent  and  as  the  case  now  stands 
the  onlv  wav  thoy  can  be  vnt^t  is  by  constant  borrowing. 

There  has  bo<}n  bought  this  year  a  collection  of  photographs  of 
works  of  American  artists  which  should  be  added  to  vearlv. 

A  most  interesting  one  hundred  plates  of  American  illustra- 
tors* work  have  recently  been  added  containing  some  xgty  beauti- 
ful examples  of  modem  color  illustration.  These  are  at  present  on 
exhibition  with  the  books  suitable  for  Christmas  gifts. 

Besides  the  plates  already  mentioned  there  have  been  pur- 
chased alsfo  this  year  the  following  books  and  plates  especially  use- 
ful to  art  students: 
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Bureau  of  University  Travel.    Art  of  the  Netherlands  and 
Germany.    Prints. 
G        Garner,  T.  and  Stratton,  A.    Domestic  Architecture  of  Eng- 
land During  the  Tudor  Period.     2  vols. 

Haenel,  E.    Die  wohnung  der  neuzeit. 
G        Home,  H.  P.    Botticelli. 

Lenygon,  F.  Decoration  and  Furniture  of  English  Mansions 
of  the  17th  and  18th  Centuries. 

Meier-Grafe,  J.    Modem  Art.    2  vols. 

Meister  der  farbe.    1908. 
6         Old  Masters.    100  colored  plates. 

Owen,  E.  S.  D.  and  Bunco,  L.  W.    Nature's  Aid  to  Design. 

Shell  Decoration.     (Japanese  work). 
G        T  Square  Club.    American  competitions,  1907  and  1908. 
6        IThde,  C.    Architekturformen  des  klassischen  altertums. 

A  card  catalog  is  being  made  to  be  kej)t  in  the  art  rooms.  At 
present  the  cataloging  of  the  collection  of  y)hotographs  is  about 
half  done,  but  it  is  hoped  in  time  to  make  this  catalog  a  com- 
plete one  of  all  art  books  and  plates. 

A  collection  of  handbooks  on  art  has  been  put"  in  a  case  in  the 
art  rooms  so  that  students  mav  have  at  hand  some  reference  books. 

« 

Aside  from  the  exhibition  and  club  count,  G2  individuals  have 
made  use  of  l,53r5  plates,  170  portfolios  and  212  volumes. 

Kospect fully  submitted, 

GRACE  W.  WOOD, 

Arts  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE   CIRCULATION 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Robert  K.  Shaw,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors : — 

226,357  volumes  have  been  delivered  for  home  use  during  the 
past  year,  against  221,732  the  year  previous,  making  an  increase 
of  4,635  or  2  per  cent.  As  this  has  been  done  in  a  year  of  pros- 
perity while  the  large  increase  reported  in  1908  was  in  a  year  of 
business  depression,  we  feel  that  our  library  is  surely  growing  in 
usefulness,  and  being  appreciated  by  more  people. 

We  hope  to  have  more  deposit  stations  this  year,  as  those  al- 
ready established  have  proved  a  great  success.  In  order  to  do  this 
w^ork  satisfactorily,  we  need  a  large  allowance  for  books.  As  we  do 
not  intend  to  send  the  same  book  or  books  to  any  one  station  the 
second  time,  it  is  necessary  that  we  have  a  large  assortment  of  du- 
plicates to  select  from. 

Reserving  special  books  for  people  is  a  great  work  in  this  de- 
partment and  requires  practically  the  time  of  one  assistant  to  keep 
this  part  of  the  work  in  order.  The  number  of  books  reserved, 
with  paid  notifications  sent,  has  amounted  to  8,867.  Of  this  num- 
ber, 1,561  were  for  non-fiction. 

The  delivery  stations  as  a  whole,  have  done  very  good  work 
the  past  year,  as  20,446  books  were  given  out,  against  19,647  in 
1908.  In  some  of  the  stations  the  work  has  indreased,  in  others, 
diminished.  It  may  be  well  to  make  some  changes  during  the  com- 
ing year.  We  are  planning  to  issue  a  small  printed  list  of  books 
kept  especially  for  station  use.  There  will  be  about  four  hun- 
dred titles,  and  these  books  are  mostly  for  young  people. 

During  the  year  wc  liavc  prepared  type-written  lists  of  books 
and  mapizino  ai-ticles  kept  in  the  circulating  department,  relating 
to  tho  difroront  holidays.  Thosf  li.-ts  may  be  seen  by  patrons  of 
the  lihrnrv  at  any  timo.  "Wo  af^  now  working  on  a  card  catalogue 
of  Tnii<io  5ooro?  which  i<  dc-iirnod  for  tho  n?e  of  those  consulting 
tho  cnllootirm  of  niiisic. 
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A  new  junior  assistant.  Miss  Kodier,  has  been  appointed  to  fill 
the  position  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Miss  lluby  Allen. 
No  other  changes  in  the  stat!  have  been  made  in  tliis  department. 
All  are  enthusiastic,  and  the  work  goes  on  smoothly.  The  statf 
meetings  organized  by  the  librarian,  have  been  very  helpful. 

We  all  unite  in  expressing  our  thanks  to  the  librarian  and 
committees  who  have  so  kindly  given  us  material  desired  with 
which  to  lighten  our  labors,  and  who  have  also  done  much  to 
make  our  rooms  saier  and  more  comfortable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JESSIE  E.  TYLER, 
Circulation  Librarian. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHILDREN'S 

LIBRARIAN. 


To  Robert  K.  Shaw,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of  Directors : — 

The  following  is  the  rej)ort  ol  the  Children's  Department  lor 
the  year  ending  December,  1909: 

The  work  done  in  the  children's  department  during  the  past 
year  has  brought  forcibly  to  our  attention  the  undesirability  of  al- 
lowing an  increase  in  the  circulation  of  books  from  the  central 
children's  room.  In  the  winter  months  a  day's  circulation  ranging 
from  300  to  600  books  is  carried  on  almost  entirely  between  the 
hours  of  four  and  six.  Under  such  circumstances  many  conditions 
unfavorable  to  order  and  hannony  are  unavoidable. 

In  a  room  so  arranc'ed  that  only  a  single  line  can  pass  the 
dischar^ring  desk  on  entering  tlie  room,  and  can  file  past  the 
charging  desk  on  leaving  it,  the  work  at  the  desks  can  be  accom- 
plished very  systomatically.  If  there  is  a  single  point  in  the  room 
from  wiiich  every  part  of  it  is  easily  visible,  it  is  possible  to  keep 
order  without  great  difficulty.  A  large  circulation  may  be  carried 
on  in  a  short  space  of  time  and  in  relatively  small-sized  quarters, 
if  the  room  is  so  arranged.  But  our  room  does  not  possess  these 
advantages  in  its  equipment  and  a  large  circulation  under  the 
existing  conditions  presents  difHculties  and  may  possibly  occasion 
dissatisfaction  to  our  borrowers. 

The  figure.-  for  the  circulation  during  the  past  year 
show  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  books  circulated  from  the 
children's  room  and  a  more  tlian  corresponding  increa^^e  in  the 
number  of  books  circulated  through  schools  and  other  extension 
agencies.  This  fact  soems  to  show  that  children  are  willing  to 
get  library  books  from  the  nearest  convenient  point.  The  distri- 
buting centers  through  whicli  42,887  books  have  circulated  dur- 
ing the  year  are  42  public  schools,  two  private  schools,  four  Sun- 
day schools,  two  clubs  and  one  settlement  house.  While  these 
agencies  are  serving  a  good  purpose,  they  are  not  equipped  for 
doing  library  work,  and  it  would  not  be  feasible  to  depend  on  them 
to  do  it. 

The  best  method  of  accomplishing  our  purpose — until  it  ia 
possible  to  provide  branch  libraries — would  seem  to  be  to  secure 
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rooms  in  the  populous  sections  of  the  city  which  are  remote  from 
the  library,  and  to  send  an  assistant  to  cfirculate  books  from  these 
rooms  in  the  same  way  that  they  are  distributed  from  the  chil- 
dren's room.  A  plan  such  as  the  one  outlined,  has  been  in  opera- 
tion for  two  months  at  the  Gates  Lane  School,  due  to  the  kind- 
ness  of  the  School  Committee  in  allowing  the  use  of  a  room  in 
this  building  every  Thursday  afternoon.  The  use  of  a  room  in 
the  Quinsigamond  School  building  has  recently  been  authorized 
and  will  be  used  for  library  purposes  as  soon  as  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  books  has  been  secured. 

The  success  of  the  work  done  at  the  room  in  the  Gates  Lane 
School  augurs  well  for  the  helpfulness  of  such  work  if  done  on  a 
much  larger  scale.  The  immediate  hindrance  to  carrying  out  this 
plan  is  lack  of  books.  The  services  of  a  truckman,  an  increase  in 
the  corps  of  assistants  and  car  fare  would  be  items  to  be  considered 
if  the  circulation  were  to  be  developed  along  these  lines. 

The  circulation  of  books  from  the  children's  department  for 
the  year  ending  December  1,  1909,  amounted  to  122,460.  This  is 
an  increase  of  4,712  over  the  figures  reported  last  year.  Previous 
to  this  report,  however,  the  school  and  extension  work  has  been 
counted  from  September  to  September.  The  following  table  is 
therefore  inserted  in  order  to  show  the  correct  comparative  figures 
for  the  past  two  yeai's: 

1906-1907.  1907-1908. 

Home  School  Home  School 

Circulation.         Circulation.  Total  Circulation.  Circulation.  Total. 

Dec.  1906  Sept.  1906  1906^7   Dec.  1907   Sept.  1907  1907^8 

to        to  to        to 

Dec.  1 907  Sept.  1 007         Dec.  1 908   Sept.  1 908 

89,081    ?:,nG(;     116,7-17  85,348    32,400   117,748 

This 

total  1,001  gain  reported, 

reported. 

Same.         Dec.  100r>     lOOn '7  Same.        Dec.  1907     1907^8 

to  to 

Deo.  1907  Dec.  1908 


89,081  29,641        118,732        85.348  34.850        120,198 

1.4G0  netnal  srain. 
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1908-1909. 

Home  School 

Circulation.  Circulation.                                                 Total. 

Dec.  1908  Sept.  1908                               1908  '9 

to  to 

Dec.  1909  Sept.  1909 


79,573  39,198  118,771 

1,023  gain  for  corresponding  months  last  year. 
Same.  Dec.  1908  1908  '9 

to 
Dec.  1909 


79,573  42,887  122,460 

*?,-?62  actual  gain. 
4,712  gain  over  circulation  previously  reported. 

One  of  tlie  imperative  needs  of  the  children's  room  is  atten- 
tion in  regard  to  it?  woodwork  and  walls.  The  painting  and  tint- 
ing, where  not  discolored  or  worn  off,  are  in  colors  which  ha^e 
never  harmonized.  The  woodwork  in  the  front  part  of  the  room 
has  not  been  painted  since  the  room  was  opened  in  1900.  In  the 
rear  part,  it  has  not  been  painted  for  a  much  longer  time.  The 
tinting  was  last  done  in  1905.  The  part  of  the  ceiling  which  hai* 
recently  been  renovated  is  so  marked  an  improvement  that  it 
would  give  great  satisfaction  if  the  entire  ceiling  were  thus  finish- 
ed. Our  children's  room  is  bright  and  sunny.  If  added  to  this 
natural  attractiveness  there  couhl  be  evidence  of  careful  and  har- 
monious decoration  the  room  would  compare  more  favorabL  with 
children's  rooms  in  other  libraries. 

The  part  of  my  report  which  I  take  greatest  pleasure  in  mak- 
iner  is  the  mention  of  the  effective  work  done  by  the  assistants  and 
runners  in  the  children's  department.  The  intelligence,  enthus- 
iasm and  cooperation  which  have  been  constantly  noticeable  in 
their  work  have  added  gi'catly  to  the  helpfulness  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  in  so  far  as  this  is  true,  they  have  extended  the  pre«- 
ti.2;e  of  the  libra n'. 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

ALICE  G.  HIOGINS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CATALOGUE 

DEPARTMENT. 


To  Mr.  Robert  K.  Shaw,  Librarian,  for  the  Board  of 
Directors : — 

It  is  hardly  possible  in  a  report  lo  give  an  adequate  estimate 
or  description  of  the  work  done  in  the  catalogue  department, 
because  of  tlie  nature  of  the  work,  involvin.ir  as  it  does  so  much  of 
routine  and  almost  endless  detail.  Verv  little  new  work  has  been 
planned  or  accomplished  this  year,  but  the  regular  program  of  ac- 
cessioning, classifying,  cataloguing  and  shelf-listing  books,  and  of 
filing  cards  in  the  three  catalogues,  has  proceedeii  much  as  usual. 
During  the  year,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  report  on' accessions, 
there  have  been  8,380  books  accessioned,  an  increase  of  nearly 
2,000  over  the  previous  yojir.  The  large  number  of  books  dis- 
carded from  the  circulating  and  children's  departments,  has  also 
increased  the  work  in  the  ciitalogue  room,  as  the  duty  of  chang- 
incr  records  on  shelf-lists  and  drawing  cards  for  books  not  to  be 
replaced,  falls  upon  the  cataloguers.  The  making  of  slips  for  Li- 
brary of  Congress  cards  has  recently  l>een  given  over  to  this  de- 
partment, the  work  having  been  done  formerly  by  the  order  de- 
partment. 

In  the  summer  months,  when  then*  wt-re  fewer  books  bought 
and  consequently  less  rush  in  the  work  of  the  department,  the 
children's  card  cataloorue,  which  has  needed  a  thorough  revision 
for  some  time,  was  carefully  read  and  compared  with  the  shelf 
list,  new  cards  made  to  replace  the  soiled  and  toni  ones,  new 
guide  cards  made,  and  the  whole  catalogue  connected  and  made 
usable  and  respectable  in  ap])oarance. 

The  is^uo  of  the  monthlv  bulletin  is  also  the  work  of  the  de- 

m 

partiiiont  and  makes  a  welcome  break  in  the  daily  routine.  Judi- 
cious annotation  adds  groatly  to  the  value  nf  a  bulletin  and  this 
we  aim  to  secure.  SpcfMal  readino:  lists  have  been  printed  wiih 
the  rcirnlnr  is-uo  of  the  bulletin  as  time  and  monev  have  allowed. 
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These  have  included  the  follawing  subjects:  Psychic  science 
(December,  1908),  Abraham  Lincoln  (February),  gardena  and  gar- 
dening (May),  tuberculosis  (July). 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  extra  help  was  needed  in  the 
department,  and  Miss  ]^lary  Brightraan  was  secured  to  assist  at 
such  times  as  the  work  demanded.  In  December  she  was  regularly 
appointed  Junior  Assistant. 

The  statistics  of  the  department  in  the  appendix  will  give  a 
general  although  somewhat  inadequate  i3ea  of  the  work  done 
during  the  past  jear. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

KLLA  L.  SAWYEB, 
riiit»f  Cataloguer. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

RECEIPTS. 

Mnnicipal  appropriation. 
Income  from  invested  funds: 

Green  Library  fund, 

Reading-room  fund, 

Librarian  fund, 

Henry  W,  Brown  fund, 

Receipts  from  dog  licenses, 

Receipts  from  fines, 

Receipts  from  sales  of  catalogues, 

Paymtots  for  missing  and  damaged  books, 

Sale  of  old  paper. 

Sale  of  packing  boxes, 

Sale  of  old  iron,  copper  and  brass. 

Rent,  Y.  M.  C.  A., 

Refunded  for  stamps  for  pamphlet  on  Worcester,  Eng., 

Rebate  on  insurance, 

Witness  fee. 

Miscellaneous,  76 

Cash  on  hand  at  last  report: 

Municipal  appropriation.  $694  69 

Oreen  Library  fund,  603  53 

Reading-room  fund,  313  23 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc.,  114  17 


4 

H1,000  00 

$2,450  22 

448  43 

320  85 

5  44 

3,224  94 
6,236  41 

1,326  27 

20  15 

20  74 

12  21 

10  45 

63  22 

10  00 

Bug., 

7  50 

14  92 

60 

1,725  62 
$53,673  79 


EXPENDITURES. 

Book  Account. 
Books: 

Green  Library  fund,  $1,327  03 

City  appropriation,  9,433  50 


$10,760  53 


2,402  58 

2,847  97 

899  14 

272  45 

606  49 

1,400  89 

1,406  94 
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Periodicals: 

Green  Library  fund,  $20  20 

City  appropriation,  1,296  64 

Reading-room    fund    (income    increased    by 
$525.00  from  city  appropriation),  1,085  74 


Binding, 

Building  Account. 

Bepairs  and  additions, 

Furniture, 

Insurance, 

Fuel, 

Lights, 

Salary  Account. 
Administration  (including  wages  of  janitors),  26,677  18 

Supply  Account. 

Printing  lists  of  additions,  280  50 

Blanks  and  stationery  and  printing  report,  996  51 

Postage,  410  46 

Sundries: 

Water  for  elevators,  etc.,  $447  62 

Freight   (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage, 

minor   running  expenses,  etc.,  974  98 

Amount  added  of  income  and  other  receipts  of 

the  Green  Library  fund  to  the  principal  of 

the  fund. 
Income  of  Librarian  fund,  added  to  principal. 
Income  of  Henry  W.  Brown  fund,  temporarily 

added  to  principal, 


610  89 
,   320  85 

5  44 

2,359  78 

i 

^51,321  42 

$1,095  63 
200  92 

Cash  on  hand  December  1,  1909: 

Green  Library  fund, 

Reading-room  fund. 

Money  deducted  from  municipal  appropriation 
to  be  added  to  Reading-room  fund  after 
December  1,  55  09 
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Money  received  from  fines,  sale  of  catalogues, 

etc.,  136  41 

Balance  from  municipal  appropriation,  864  41 


ACCESSIONS. 

Increase  of  volumes  by  purchase: 


2,352  37 
$53,673  79 


Green   reference  library, 

190 

Best  of  reference  library, 

519 

Circulating  department. 

3,366 

Children's   department, 

4,305 

Increase  of  volumes  by  gifts: 

Beference  department. 

663 

Circulating  department, 

60 

Increase  of  volumes  by  binding  periodicals: 

Reference  department. 

612 

Circulating  department, 

97 

Children's  department, 

16 

Number  of  missing  volumes  restored  since  last 

report: 

Circulating  department. 

7 

Children  's  department. 

23 

Number  of  volumes  worn  out  or  mutilated  and 
withdrawn  since  last  report: 

Reference  department,  1 

Circulating  department,  998 

Children's   department,  3,254 


8,380 


723 


725 


30 


9,858 


4,253 
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Number  of  volumes  missing  since  last  report  and 
not  accounted  for: 

Reference  department,  29 

Circulating  department,  103 

Children's  department,  145 


Number    of    volumes    regularly  charged,    but   lost 
and  paid  for: 

Reference  department,  1 

Circulating  department,  17 

Children's  department,  21 


Number    of    volumes    regularly  charged,   but    lost 
and  not  paid  for: 

Circulating  department,  32 

Children's  department,  98 


277 


130 


4,e99 


Net  increase  for  the  year,  5,159 


Number  of  volumes  in  library  as  last  reported: 

Green  reference  library,  27,190 

Rest  of  reference  department,  62,487 

Circulating  department,  68,804 

Children's  department    (corrected  count),  10,163 


168,644 


Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  library,  173,803 

Number  of  volumes  transferred: 

From  children's  to  circulating  department,  3 

From  children  's  to  reference  department,  8 

From  circulating  to  reference  department,  4 
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Total  number  of  volumes  now  in  library  by  departments: 

Green  reference  library,  27,380 

Hest  of  reference  department,  64,262 

Circulating  department,  71,183 

Children's  department,  10,978 


Increase  of  pamphlets,  plates,  etc.,  by  purchase: 

Green  reference  library. 

Best  of  reference  department, 

Children's  department, 
Increase  of  pamphlets,  plates,  etc.,  by  gifts: 

Beference  department, 

Children's  department, 


241 
166 
570 

1,286 
52 


Number  of  pamphlets  in  library  as  last  reported, 

Total  number  of  pamphlets,  plates,  etc.,  now  in 
library, 


173,803 


2,315 
19,610 


21,925 


Number  of  newspapers  subscribed  for: 

KcadiDg-room  fund  and  city  fund, 
Number  of  newspapers  given  to  the  reading-room,  . 


Number  of  magazines  subscribed  for: 

Kcading-rooin  fuud  and  city  fund. 
Number  of  magazines  given  to  the  reading-room. 


CIROULATION. 


92 
36 


482 
60 


128 


542 


070 


Number  of  volunios  (lolivoroil    for   lioino  use,  308,758 

(Circulating  department,  22().;ir)7;  <-hikhen's  department,  79,573; 
reference  department,  ii,8l!S.) 

Number  of   volumes  delivered   for  reference  use,  90,000 

(Keferenc*'   dep.'irtment,   *90,.'i71 ;    children's   departmerit,    (».:*.-9.) 

Number   of   volun^'s   delivered   from  children's  depart  rniMit    tn   the 

scliO(»ls   jiTul    otiier   <listrihutin;»    centers.  42,887 

*The  count  of  reference  books  from    the   refereme  sIm'Ivcs  has  been 
discontinued  as  an  accurate  lecord  is  an  in)])08sil)ility. 
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Total  number  of  volumes  circulated  from  the  children's  depart- 
ment, 122,460 
Number  of  plates  circulated  from  the  children's  department,  10,561 
Total  home  and  school  circulation,                                                        351,645 
Average  daily  use  (home  and  reference),  1,464 

(Reference  department,  305;  circulating  department,  739;  chil- 
dren's department,  400;  children's  reference,  20.) 
Largest  daily  use  (home  and  reference): 

Reference  department,  April  17,  666. 

Circulating  department,  February  6,  1598. 

Children's  department,  April  20,  1678. 

C^ldren's  reference,  December  14,  55. 
Smallest  daily  use  (home  and  reference) : 

Reference  department,  July  16,  56. 

Circulating  department,  August  17,  285. 

Children's  department,  August  17,  91. 

Children's  reference,  July  1,  1. 
Number  of  notices  sent  to  delinquents,  18,959 

(Circulating  department,  15,868;  children's  department,  3,091.) 
Number  of  volumes  bound  or  rebound,  7,385 

(Reference    department,    1,750;    circulating    department,    3,486; 
children's  department,  2,149.) 
Number  of  names  registered  during  the  year,  4,854 

Circulating  department,  2,124;  children's  department,  2,730.) 
Number  of  accounts  renewed,  3,856 

(Circulating  department,  2,534;  children's  department,  1,322.) 
Total  number  of  active  borrowers'  cards,  23,004 

(Circulating  department,  15,273;  children's  department,  t7,731.) 

ARTS  DEFABTMENT. 

Attendance, 

Exhibitions,  3,244 

Clubs,  544 

Individuals,  62 


3,850 
Use 

Volumes,  706 

Portfolios,  170 

Plates,  3,803 

Plates  circulated,  33 


tChange  from  3  year  to  2  year  limit  makes  this  number  smaller  than 
usual. 
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Plates  borrowed  and  circiilated,  322 

Cards  made,  3,609 

Plates  received  from  Library  art  club,  456 


SUNDAY  USE. 

(Main  Library.) 

The  reference  room  is  open  f ron^  2  to  9  p.  m. 

The  newspaper  room  is  open  from  1  to  9  p.  m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  room,  8,269 

Number  of  persons  using  the  newspaper  room,  14^45 

Total  number  of  persons,  22,614 

Average  number  of  persons,  435 

Largest  attendance,  January  24,  652 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  127 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  5,614 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  107 


HOLIDAY  USE. 

(Main  Library.) 

Tlip  reference  room  is  open  from  9  a.  m.  to  9.30  p.  m. 

Tlie  newspaper  room  is  open  from  8  a.  m.  to  9.30  p.  m. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  reference  room,  936 

Number  of  persons  using  the  newspaper  room,  1,735 

Total  number  of  persons,  2,671 

Average  number  of  persons,  381 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  761 

Smallest  attendance,  December  25,  172 

Number  of  volumes  used  for  reference,  866 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  123 


SUNDAY  USE. 


(Children's  Department.) 


The  department  is  oj)on  for  reading  from  2  to  6  p.  m. 
Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  4,722 

Average  number  of  persons  iisinji:  the  rooui,  91 
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Largest  attendance,  January  31,  248 

Smallest  attendance,  July  4,  25 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,  6,861 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  132 

HOLIDAY  U8E. 

(Children's  Department.) 

The  department  is  open  for  reading  from  9  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. 

Total  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  438 

Average  number  of  persons  using  the  room,  62 

Largest  attendance,  February  22,  161 

Smallest  attendance,  July  5,  30 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  in  the  room,  605 

Average  number  of  volumes  used,  86 

TOTAL  SUNDAY  AND  HOLIDAY  USE. 

Number  of  persons  using  the  library: 
Sundays — 

Main  library,  22,614 

Children's  department,  4,722 

27,336 

Holidays — 

Main  library,  2,671 

Children's  department,  438 

3,109 

Number  of  volumes  delivered  for  use  within  the  building: 
Sundays — 

Main  library,  5,614 

Children's  department,  6,861 

12,475 

Holidays — 

Main  library,  866 

Children's  department,  605 

1,471 
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8TATISTI0S  OF  THE  OATALOOUB  DEPABTMBNT,  1909. 

Book!  eatalognad,  3,101 

Duplicates  eatalogued,  5^58 

Pamphlets  catalogued,  745 

Periodicals  catalogued,  756 

Cards  written,  13,934 

L.  C.  cards  used,  4,230 

A.  L.  A.  cards  used,  315 

Bulletin  sUps  made,  2,224 

Shelf  list  sUps  made,  2,495 


APPENDIX  n. 


CITT  APPBOPBIATION. 

Financial  Statement  for  the  Year  Ending  November  30, 1909. 

BB80UBCBS. 

Balance  from  previous  year, 

$694  69 

City  appropriation, 

41,000  00 

Dog  licenses  and  court  fees, 

6,236  41 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc., 

1,435  26 

Bent,  T.  M.  C.  A., 

10  00 

Bebate  on  insurance. 

14  92 

$49,391  28 

EXPENDITUBES. 

Books, 

$10,730  14 

Binding, 

:s,847  97 

Beading-room, 

580  00 

Printing, 

568  12 

Lists  of  additions. 

280  50 

Freight  (foreign  and  domestic),  expressage,  postage, 

moving  ashes,   street   sprinkling,  and   other 

minor  running  expenses. 

602  18 

Covering  paper, 

6  25 

Stetionery, 

422  14 

Floital  eards  for  delinquents. 

215  00 

Water, 

447  62 
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Delivery  stations: 

Salaries, 

Postage  and  trucking. 
Brushes,  etc., 

Librarian's  conference  ezpenseH, 
Repairs, 
Electric  light. 
Gas, 
Coal, 

Furniture, 
Insurance, 
Salary  of  librarian, 
Salary  of  assistant  librarian, 
Salaries  of  assistants, 
Catalogue  department, 
Service  by  hour. 
Janitorial  service, 


Balance  unexpended, 


606  40 

458  48 

78  01 

27  37 

899  14 

1,315  10 

91  84 

1,400  89 

272  45 

606  49 

3,115  59 

196  50 

14,051  98 

1,304  37 

3,527  88 

3,874  46 

$48,526  87 

864  41 

$49,391  28 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  GBEEN  LIBRABT  FUND. 

November  30,  1909. 

Income  for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1909,  is  as  follows,  viz.: 
Interest  on  notes  secured  by  mortgages, 
Dividends  on  Bank  Stock, 
Dividends  on  Savings  Bank  Deposits, 
Interest  on  Bank  Deposits, 


$875 

00 

263 

00 

1,296  92 

8 

67 

$2,443  59 


Of  the  above  income  there  has  been  added: 
To  the  Investment  Account,  $610  89 

To  the  Book  Account,  1,832  70 


$2,443  59 


The  following  statements  show  the  condition  of 
the  Investment  and  Book  Accounts,  as  verified 
by  the  books  and  securities  in  the  hands  of  the 
City  Treasurer: 
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INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

1907-08.  1908-09. 

Notes  secured  by  mortgages,                                 $20,500  00  $19,500  00 

Bank  Stoek  (Merchants,  cost),                                 4,000  00  4,000  00 

Bank  Stock  (Worcester,  par  value),                          700  00  700  00 

Sayings  Bank  Deposits,                                           32,580  16  34,212  05 


$57,780  16  $58,412  05 


BOOK  AGCJOUNT. 


Balance  November  30,  1908, 
Three-fourths  Income  Account, 
Interest  on  Bank  Deposits, 


Expended  for  books,  etc.,  during  year, 
Balance  November  30,  1909, 


$603  53 

1,832  70 

6  63 

$1,347  23 
1,095  63 

$2,442  86 

$2,442  86 


BECAPITULATION. 


1907-08.  1908-09. 

Inveetment  Balances,  $57,780  16  $58,412  05 

Cash  Balances,  603  53  1,095  63 


$58,383  69  $59,507  68 

Bespectf ully  submitted, 

DeWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  LIBBABIAN  FUND. 
November  30,  1909. 

Balance  November  30,  1908,  $7,999  59 

Dividends  on  Savings  Bank  Deposits,  320  85 


$8,320  44 
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Balance  November  30,  1909,  viz.: 

-  Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings,  $1,705  49 

Worcester  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  1,411  97 

Worcester  Mechanics  Savings  Bank,  5,142  98 


$8,320  44 

DkWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  HEKBT  W.  BBOWN  FUND. 

November  30,  1909. 

Balance  November  30,  1908, 
Dividends  ou  Savings  Bank  Deposit, 


$135  77 
5  44 

$141  21 
$141  21 

Balance  November  30.  1909,  viz.: 

Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 

DeWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  BEADING-BOOM  FUND. 

November  30,  1909. 

CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Balance  November  30,  1908, 

Worcester  Public  Library   Department, 

Dividends,  Savings  Banks, 

Dividends,  Norwich  &  Worcester  R.  B.  Stock, 

Dividends,  Boston  &  Albany  R.  R.  Stock, 

Interest,  Worcester  Trust  Company, 


Expended  for  periodicals  and  papers, 

Balance  November  30,  1909,  $200  92 


$ai3  23 

525  00 

295  20 

88  00 

61  25 

3  98 

$1,286  66 

1,085  74 
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INVESTMENT  ACCOUNT. 

Boston  Sb  Albany  B.  B.  Stock  (7  shares),  $700  00 

Norwich  &  Worcester  B.  B.  Stock  (11  shares),  1,100  00 

Savings  Bank  Deposits  ($4,322.69,  1,658.25,  1,400.00),  7,380  94 


$9,180  94 

DeWITT  CLINTON, 

Treasurer. 

Worcester,  December  28,  1909. 
Examined  and  found  correct,  properly  vouched,  and  the  securities  in 
the  possession  of  the  Treasurer. 

EDWARD  J.  McMAHON, 
CHARLES  T.  T  ATM  AN, 
ALEXANDER  BELISLE, 
Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Free  Public  Library. 


PEBIODI0AI.S  AND  PAPERS  ADDED  DUBING  THE  TEAR. 


America. 

American    city. 

American  industries. 

Americana. 

Art  and  progress. 

Casseirs  little  folks. 

Cincinnati  enquirer. 

Current  events  index. 

Delineator. 

Gleanings  in  bee  culture. 

Gotchnag. 


Hebrew  standard. 

Hygiene    and    physical    education. 

Immigration. 

Morgenbladet. 

Mycologia. 

Poll  ti  ken. 

Printers*    ink. 

Success  magazine. 

Travel  magazine. 

Twentieth    century    magazine. 

Die  ziikunft. 


GIFTS  TO  THE  BEADING-BOOM. 


Ambition, 


American   gas  light  journal, 
A.   L.   A.   booklist, 
American    museum  journal, 

Amerikanische   Turnzeitung, 


International     Correspondence 

Schools. 
0.  W.  Dresser,  editor. 
Publishers. 
American   Museinu   of   Natural   His- 

torv. 
Publishers. 


FBBB  PUBUC  UBBABT. 


Annala  of  the  pTopagation  of  the 

faith, 
Arbetaren, 
Azk, 
Balance, 

Berrow's  Worcester  journal. 
Billboard, 
Board  of  Trade  and  Engineeiiog 

jonnial. 
Brown    alumni    magazine, 
Bulletin    of    bibliographj, 
Bulletin  of  the  National  aasocia 

tion  of  wool  ntannfacturea, 
Canal  record, 
Carlisle   arrow 
Case    and   <:ommei.t. 
Catholic  mesMuger, 
Catholic   miuioDB, 
Century    path, 
Chicago   banker, 
Christian  register, 
Christian  science  journal, 

CbTietian  science  monitor, 

Ghriatian  science   aentine), 
Clark  College  record. 
Concrete, 
Congreiaional   record, 

DcBeret   evening  news. 

Dog  fancier 

Draper 's    record, 

Br^  goods  economist, 

Dziennik  zwiazkowjr  igoda, 

Rngineering, 

Evesham  journal, 

£jtponent, 

Fitchburg  weekly  sentiBel, 

Qamla  och  nja  bemlandet. 

Good  government, 

tlregg   writer 

GricviiDt'^H  from  Ireland, 

Oroeer;  world, 

Hartford  ssmiuary  rscord. 


PnbliBherB. 

PnbliebeiB. 

PubliaherB. 

PublisherB. 

Chaa.  H.  Birbeck. 

Publiehere. 

Publishere. 
Publishers. 
Publish  era. 

Isthmiau   Canal  CommisBion. 

PublisherB. 

rublishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publish  erg. 

American    Unitarian    Association. 

Christian  Science  Society,  Worces- 
ter. 

First  Church  of  Christ,  acientiets, 
Worcester. 

Pirst    Church    of   Christ,    Scientists. 

Clark  College. 

Publishers. 

0.  C.   Wnshburn. 

Pabliahers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Proprietors. 

l^b  Ushers. 

I'ublishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Sentinel  Printing  Company. 

Publishers. 

Oood  Government. 

Publishers. 

I'ublishers. 

rublishers. 

Hartford  Theological  Senjnary. 
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Herald  of  the  Cross, 

Hyita  bandet, 

Indian's  friend. 

Journal  of  zoophlly, 

Labor  news. 

Ladies'   review, 

Lietnvai 

Locomotive, 

Locomotive  firemen  and  engine- 
men's  magazine, 

Louisiana  planter, 

Matilda  Ziegler  magazine  for  the 
blind, 

Metal  industry, 

Missionary  herald, 

Modern  sanitation. 

Musical  times, 

New-church  league  journal, 

New  England  shoe  and  leather 
association    gazette, 

New  York  Libraries, 

Nya   osterns  weckoblad, 

Official  gazette  of  the  U.  S. 
patent  office, 

L  'opinion   publique. 

Our  dumb  animals. 

Pitman's  journal, 

Portland  daily  press,  Sat.  ed., 

Positivist  review, 

Practical  engineer, 

Purple, 

Beview  of  religions, 

Boyal  blue. 

Saint  Andrew's  cross, 

Shoppell's    owners    and    builders 

magazine, 
Skandinavia^ 
Smith   College   monthly. 
Southern  workman. 
Spirit  of   missions, 
Student's  journal, 
Svea, 

Theosophic   messenger, 
Tuftonian, 


The  Order  of  the  Cross. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

American    Anti-Vivisection    Society. 

Publishers. 

Miss  B.  M.  West,  ed. 

Publishers. 

J    L.  Smith. 

Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Ziegler  Publishing   Company. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

I'ublishers. 

Publishers. 

E.  H.   Alden. 

Publishers. 

New  York  State  Library. 

A.  Olofson. 

U.  S.  Patent  Office. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Maine  State  Press. 
Edward  S.  Beesly  ed. 
Publishers. 
Holy  Cross  College. 
Sadi  Ahmadiyya  Assoeiation. 
I'ublishers. 

Chapter  67,  Brotherhood  of  St.  An- 
drew. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Samuel  S.  Green. 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  Fisher. 

Publishers. 

Publishers. 

Hugo  S.  Bjuhr. 

Tufts  college. 
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Tufts  weekly, 

UniversaliBt  leader, 

University  of  Chicago  magazine, 

Vestkusten, 

Worcester  daily  telegram, 
Worcester  evening  gazette, 
Worcester  evening  post, 
Worcester    magazine, 
World's   crisis, 
Yarmouth    telegram. 


Tufts  college. 

Universalist  Publishing  House. 
University  of  Chicago  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 
Publishers. 

Worcester  Board  of  Trade. 
Publishers. 
Publishers,  Yarmouth  Herald. 
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A  SELECTION  FROM  THE  GIFTS  TO  THE  LIBRARY. 


Givers. 


Adams,  Charles  Francis,  Boston,  Mass. 

Allen«  George  W.,  East  Bridgetoater,  Mass, 

American  art  galleries,  New  York  City, 

American  association  for  labor  legislation. 

American  board  of  commissioners  for  foreign  missions. 

American  Congregational  association. 

American-Irish  historical  society. 

American-Jewish  historical  society. 

American  mathematical  society. 

American  museum  of  natural  history. 

American  peace  society. 

American  public  health  association. 

American  school  of  metaphysics,  Vew  York  City. 

American  sports  publishing  company,  New  York  City. 

American-Swedenborg  printing  and  publishing  society. 

American  Unitarian  association. 

Amherst  college. 

Ancient  and  honorable  artillery  company  of  Massachusetts. 

Andover  theological  seminary. 

Architectural  record  company,  Neto  York  City. 

Armour  institute  of  technology. 

Association  for  international  conciliation. 

Association  of  life  insurance  presidents,  Neto  York  City. 

Bacon,  William  P.,  New  Britain,  Conn. 

Bartlett,  Hartley  W. 

Bates  college. 

Beacon  press.  Boston,  Mass. 

Beisenherz,  Ueinrich. 

Benneville,  J.  S.  de,  Yokohama,  Japan, 

Benton,  Josiah  H.,  Boston,  Mass, 

Bernice  Pauahi  ISishop  museum,  Honolulu.  H,  I. 

Bigelow,  John,  Aew;  York  City. 

Bodleiau  library,  Oaford,  England. 

Boston.     City  messenger  department. 

Cit>'  registry  department. 

Infirmary  department 

School  committee. 

School  house  department. 

Statistics  department. 
Boston  port  and  seamen's  aid  society. 
Boston  transit  commission. 
Boston  travel  society. 
Boston  university. 
Boston  la  n  society. 
Bowdoin  college. 

British  and  foreign  Unitarian  association,  London,  Eng. 
Broolvlvu  institute  of  arts  and  sciences. 


an 


1 
1 

26 

1 

2 
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1 
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1 
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1 
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1 
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4 
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Brun-ii.  I.  Swan. 

Bryii  Ma\\r  folleRe. 

Buuiiu-Vurlllii,  Pbillppu.  Colon.  Panama. 

Bunker  lllll  luuiiuiiieut  flswKiatloa 

Burruws  brotlitTs  company 

Camegle  t.,uiiilinlon  for  the  advancement  of  teaching. 

Camegtp  in-t---  fiind  com  miss  I  on,  fttUburoh  Pa. 

Canieglp  iTi^iiuUf,  I'itlnharnh.  Pa. 

Carroll,  .i.iim  .1..  Chicago,  UK 

Casson.  Herbert  N„  Pine  Hill.  .V.  y. 

Cliami>lain  S[>clety. 

Choudlor,  ^ias  Alice  G.,  Laxcanter,  Ua»i.    ' 

CbiindliT,  Willliuii  K..  Cumwd.  y.  H. 

Charleston.  «.  V.     Mayor. 

Chase,  Charles  A. 

Chicago.  III.     Univiiu  of  atiitistlca. 

CiTic  club  of  Pblladelpbla. 

ClYil  servlci:  reform  asaoclatiou,  Aeie  York  City 

Clapp,  OtiH  F.,  Providence,  ft.  /. 

Clark  unlTemity. 

Clevelaui),  Ohio.    Ituard  of  public  service. 

Colb.v  eollege, 

Collins  riipiiioriiil  committee,  Boston,  Ua»». 

Colorado.     State  agricultural  college. 

Columbia   ntuwisity 

OiiiiUiI,  SuiiiUfl  .Morris,  'duiLIvu,  Maas. 
Congregational  house,  Bo»tuii.  Uass. 
ConnectleuL    Agricultural  experiment  station. 

Board  of  education. 
Coulidge,  AseuatU  Carver  Watertotcn,  S.  Y. 
Dante  society    Cambridge,  Mats. 
Dart  mouth  college. 

Davis,  Andrew  McPurtand,  Cambridge,  Mom. 
Densmore,  Kmmet.  A'eio  York  City. 
Depew,  Hon.  Ctiminciiv  M    ,Vetc  York  City. 
Uowd,  T.  II.,  Bostua,  lla/m. 
Drew  Alii-  .uuiimkj. 
Drew  iln-..|i--i.-:il  M.rninary,  Madison,  X.  J. 
Dunn,  John  A.,  aardner.  Mast. 
Eaetuu.  Fergus  A. 
Elder,  Jler.  Charles  Brown. 
Eplcr,  licv.  Percy  II. 

Falrmount  iMirk  arr  i.-s.H>inf|..ii.  Philadelphia.  Fa. 
FHruawuriii.  Edward  C,  Portland.  Maine. 

Fidelity  and  casun; .  ,<r      \eK  York  City. 

Field  iiu:-  Chicago,  III. 

Fii-st  tiiurcii  of  CiirlBt   (Scientist),  Worcetter. 
l''r:inclK,  III:  (Jeorge  E. 
Frcnib.  Mi-K.  Kdwin  D.,  Xorlh  Attleboro,  Matt. 
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Carver.  Hep.  Auatln  S. 

Gay,  B'lii  Frnnk  B.  i 

Oelus,  Simon,  Bristol,  Conn.  I 

Oenern    a»w<'lullon  of  Consregatlonal  churches  at  Mawacbu-! 

Ktta. 
Oeorgetov.!!  univeislty.  I 

Getchell,  Dr.  Albert  C. 

Ornftoii.  A/dMj,.  Town  Clerk.  | 

Great  Easteru  railway  of  Englaod,  American  ng^ncy,  A'etc  York 

OUy. 
Green,  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Ma»i. 

Green,  Samuel  S.  '  i 

Gr)»iv<.l(l.  Rtpphen  M„  Brookly*,  Jf.  Y.  t 

Hall.  Ilrr.  Kilwiinl  H.,  Camttridoe,  Mom. 
Harper   El.'nry  If..  Boston.  Miug. 
Hartford  tbeologlcil  Bomlunr.r. 
Harvard  uuiveralty. 
HeatoD'H  ngeacy,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Hebrew  iiiLi.iii  ".lloco.  Olnctnitati.  Ohio.  ■ 

Hegger,  .Ve«  Yorl.-  City. 
Hill.  G.  Albert 
Holden,  ilast..  Town  clerk. 
Holuiex,  Rev.  John  H.,  New  York  CUy- 
Holy  CrosB  college. 
HouRhton,  George  M.,  Bangor.  Uaine. 
Howi?.  Archibald  M.,  Camhriitoc.  Mags. 
Huii son- Fulton  celebrHtlrm  <t)iiinilsslon. 
Illinois,  Strtte  hlstoi-icHl  society. 
Iminlei"'  li'ii  rcHtrletlon  league,  Botton,  Ma»«. 
Tnti.'rn(iiii<ii]U  bui-eau  of  American  republics.  Wathtnoton,  D.  C. 
Isttiminn  I'liiinl.i'oitiitilsslon. 
Jackson.  Joiiepb. 
Japan.  Imperial  library. 
Jenner.  Wllllftin  A.,  Neic  York  C1t\i. 
-lolsi  llrifiltinw  iin5ver*ity. 
Keppell.  Frederick  ft  coniimny,  Tieie  York  Cily. 
KInniiiitt.  I,eonard  P. 
Kiniili-utt,  Lincoln  X. 
Knapfi.  Ilir.  i^licplK' 
I.Hkc  M.ilii.iik  o.nf.-i 

Lake.  .V.  Y. 
I#liT«tei-.   l/nw..  Town  clerk. 
I^lnnd  Ktfinford  jmiior  university-. 
Libbic.  y.  y.  &  company,  BoHon.  itai">. 
Library  art  club. 
Library  biirrnii.  Rt-xtiiii.  Mat'. 
Litthtenxteln.  OnRton.  Rlrlimond.  Ta. 
LUicoIti.  Walilo. 
I/iRan.  Hull.  Jamen. 
I>mbnt.  .T.  Florliiiimd.  Due  rfc  Part".  Fri\ 
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McAleor.  George. 

McGill   imlvorsity. 

Manchester.  Etuj.,  Free  reference  library. 

Marine  biolojxical  laboratory.  Wooila  Hole,  Maaa. 

Maryland  historical  society,  Haltimorr.,  Md. 

Mason,  Dr.  L.  I)..  Bmakli/n,  N.  Y. 

Massaeluisetts.     Aj^ricnltural  college. 

Agricultural  experiment  station. 

Agriculture.  State  board  of. 

C'harity,  Board  of. 

Civil  servic*'  commission. 

Education.  Hoard  of. 

(Jas  and  electric  light  (^nunissioners.  Board  of. 

Harbor  and  land  commissioners.  Board  of. 

1 1  ighway  connnission. 

Insurance  <lepartment. 

Labor,  Bureau  of  statistics  of. 

rris(m  commissioners. 

l*ublic  records.  Commissionor  of. 

Uailroad  commissioners,  Board  of. 

Savings  baulvs,  Board  of  commissioners  of. 

Secretary  of  the  commonwealth. 

State  library. 

State  normal  s<-hool,  Salctn,  Mass. 

State  normal  s<-ln)ol.  Worcester,  Mass. 

Wacbusett    mountain    state    reserA'ation    com- 
mission. 
.Massachusetts  civic  league. 
.MassjK-busctts  cremation  society. 
.Massachusetts  forestry  a.sso<-lation. 
Massa<-lnisetts  geucral   hospital. 
.Massa<'liusetts  histori<al  society. 
.Massachusetts  institute  of  technology. 
.Massa«-husetts  medical  society*. 
Mayor,  .Tohn  E.  B..  CamhriiJije,  Eng. 
Means.  .Tames,  Boston,  Mass. 
Mercliants*  asscwiatiou,   S'cir    Vo/A*  6*////. 
Michigan.       (;eoI(>gical  survey. 
.Middlebury  college. 
.Minnesota  historical  s^wicty. 

Mississippi.     DepartnuMit  of  an-hives  and  history. 
Moody.  J.  IL.  lioston,  Mass. 
.Morris,  G(M)rge  IL 
Mount  IIolyok(*  college. 
.Museum  of  tine*  arts,  finstoii.  Mass. 
Nahildafi,  Ilowartl   M..  Ashcrillr,   \.  (\ 

National  association  of  cotbni  niMuufacturers,  lifistnn,  Mass. 
National  child  labor  connnittee.   \ru-  VorA*  Citj/. 
National  civic  fe<leration,  .Vc?r    )  o/7.-  Citu- 
.National  civil  servii*e  reform  league,  yeir  Ynrk  Citj/. 


I 
1 
1 
2 


I' 
o 

-*! 

1' 
^1 
L 

1 

o 

») 

G 


2 

8 
1 


1 

2 
o. 


a 


3 

56 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

6 


2 
2 
1 

8 

2 


29 


432 


CITY  DOCUMENT — NO.  64. 


[Ge 


GiVEBS. 


•J. 


ft** 

Qu 


National  municiiml  lort;?iio.  Pittahurifh,  Pa. 
New  York   (City).     Education,  Department  uf. 

Parks,  Department  of. 
Pul>lio  library. 
New  York   (State)-     A;:rleultural  exixu'iment  station. 

Education  department. 

Public  s<.4*vice  connnlssii.n. 

State   library. 

State  school  for  the  blind. 

TTniversity. 

Water  supply  commissit  n. 
New  York  association  for  the  blind. 
New  York  university. 

Norristown,  Pa.,  Schwenckf elder  church,  Board  of  publishers  of. 
Northwestern  university. 
Oberlin  college.' 
Olszewski.  A.,   Chicago,  111. 
Otis,  Mi88  Ellen  K,  Lafirantrr,  Mtiss. 
Panin,  Ivan,  Orafton,  Mass. 

Parker,  Dr.  William  Thornton,  Northamptoti,  Mass. 
Peabody  institute,  Dan  vers.  Mass. 
Pennsylvania.    Prison  society. 

State  college. 
Perkins   institution   and    Massachusetts   school    for   the  blind. 

Boston,  Mass. 
Phillips  Exeter  academy. 

Playground  association  of  America,  yew  York  Ciif/. 
Polytechnic  institute  of  r»rooklyn. 
Princeton  university. 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  tlie  Uuilcd  Slates,  Diocese  ol" 

Western  Massachusetts, 
Public  education  association,    Worcester. 
Raymond,  George  Lansing,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Royal  society  of  Canada,  Montreal,  Canada. 
Royal  stationery  company,  Xew  York  Citg. 
San  Francisco,  CaL.  Citi/ens'  health  committee. 
Sawyer,  Miss  Ella  L. 

Schcrvee,  Herman.  I 

Shaw,  Rol>ert  K.  i 

Shrewsbury.  Mass.,  1'own  cicrlv. 
Silk  association  (»f  America,  New  VorA-  Cittf. 
Silvin,  Edward.  ; 

Simmons  college.  ! 

Simplified  spelling  lM»ard.  New  York  ('ii\i. 
Smith.  Jared  W.,  .Seattle,  Wash. 
Smith  college. 

Smithsonian  institution.  i 

Sons  of  the  American  revolution.  Ohio  society. 
South  Carolina.     Health,  State  board  of. 
Si»rague,  fien.  A.  IV  R. 
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Spragiic,  Mrs.  A.  B.  II. 

Sl>ringfiohl,  Mass.,  City  library  association. 

JStiinson,  .Tolm  W.,  Redding  CcntrCy  Conn, 

Stone  &  Webstor.  Boston,  Mass. 

Tappan.  Dr.  Eva  March. 

'J'lionms  pnl»!isliin;r  <M»nipany,  \\w  Yark  Vihj. 

I'lionipsoii,  Slasun.  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Towlo  uiauiifacturing  company,  Ncicburyport,  Mass. 

rownsend,  George  A.,  (iapland,  Maryland. 

Trinity  college. 


rr 


rp 


rp 


Tufts  college. 
rnit)n  college. 
Uniteil  States.     Agrieulture,  Department  of. 

Census  ofllce. 

Civil  service  conunission. 

(k)uuiierce  and  labor.  Department  of. 

Education,  Bureau  of. 

Geological  survey. 

Insular  affairs,  Bureau  of. 

Interstate*  commerce  commission. 

Justice.  Department  of. 

Library  of  congress. 

Naval  war  records  office. 

Superintendent  of  documents. 

War  department. 

Weather  bureau. 
Unile<l  States  brewer's  association. 
University  of  California. 
rniver>:ity  of  Chicago. 
University  of  Colorado. 
University  of  Illinois. 
I'niversity  of  Maryland. 
University  of  Michigan. 
TTniversity  of  Texas. 
University  of  Vermont. 
University  of  Virginia. 
University  of  Wisconsin. 
Uruguay.     Direccion  general  de  esladistica. 
Usher.  Edward  P.,  Grafton,  Mass. 
I'slicr,  Samuel.  Huston.  Mass. 
Vassar  college. 
Vermille,  Frederick  W. 

Vinton.  Bishop  Alexander  II.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
Virginia.     State  library. 
Ward.  John  &  son.  Xew  York  City. 
Washburn.  Hon.  Charles  G. 
Washington  academy  of  sciences. 
Wellesley  college. 
Wesleyan  university. 
West  Boylston.  Mass.,  Town  clerk. 
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Wllitsllt,  Williiim  II..  Itirliiiioiul.  Va. 

Willininw,  Dnvlil  &  coiiiimii.v.  ,Vtic  Yorlr  Cilil. 

WillitiiuK  colU'ge. 

Wiiv,  nr.  Gfot^c  K. 

WImcuiikIii,     Stntc  i-ivil  M'l-vir-t'  i-iiiiiiiiiMKiuii. 

Slntc-  hlsUirkiil  M>['icl.v. 
Wlsi-unH[ii  iii'ikIciii.v  of  !«-Ii>ii<.-i>h.  iirtH  imil  lL>tli 
wImcuiisIii  fr<-<;  lilinirv  <-(iiiiiiilKKi(iii. 
Wiililln-ui-i;.  ■i-Uf.Hl..io  C. 
WiKulliiiry.  Joliii.  l.mi,..  .1/rMi.. 
Wiiuln-iii-il.  Or.  Siituufi  II. 


Wor 


ilcrk. 


Ilciiltli.  ItoiirtI  (if. 
I'tirk  i-diiiiulSHidiii' 
I'uUlii-  =nhtm\i 
W<)rf4<8tt>r.  MfiiiDi'lii]  IiuiH>Itii1. 
W(>n«ittGr  art  muBeuni 
WonvstiT  bonni  of  trDdi>. 
\Vom«ti>r  I'uiiiil.v  iiiuxkitl 
\Y«rit'islcr  [irxliltl  iiinlU-iil 


Lllll'l 


Will 


1     lliKlcil 


WiiriH-Nlt-r  i>iil.vt(H-liiiii;  iiistiliilc, 
Woiiiittci-  [(Dlytf'lmfc  luMtitiili'. 
Won-cMtcr  wi>iii;iiri<  i-ljili. 
Wcirkiiiiiti,  llr.  Wniiinii   lliiiil<'r. 
Villi'  uiilvcwltv. 
YiirkHliiiv  iMirlwh  vi-iiif'lt'i'  whIi-i, 


